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Today the North Andover Taxpayers Association formally established a ballot committee, “Taxpayers United for Fiscal Responsibility,” or TUFR, to oppose the $1.65 million Proposition 2 ½ Override voted by the selectmen last night.

TUFR believes that the taxpayers cannot afford another tax increase with the town’s average single family tax bill now at $5,610/year, 41 percent above the state average. North Andover continues to be one of the most expensive towns in the region and the residents are upset about facing tax and fee increases every year. TUFR believes the town, like families, should live within its means.

Most of the money for the proposed override is for the schools which have decided this year to restore all personnel cuts made over the past two years because of the unaffordable and disastrous teachers contract the School Committee signed in 2005. This year, the Board of Selectmen and Finance Committee have offered the schools a generous 7.4 percent increase in their budget while the municipal side would only get a modest 3.7 percent. But the School Committee said that was not enough and sought millions more. With the proposed override, the school budget would then increase a whopping 11.6 percent.

The FY08 budget just voted on at town meeting is a healthy 4.6 percent increase over the current year. This is well beyond the 2 ½ percent of Proposition 2 ½. TUFR believes this amount should be more than sufficient to run the town. For example, the most recent calculation for the inflation rate is 2.8 percent.

TUFR is concerned that the town’s seniors who are only receiving a 3.3 percent increase in their Social Security this year will be hard pressed to pay the proposed tax hike.

TUFR will campaign vigorously to oppose the unnecessary tax increase.

Ted Tripp is Chairman of the new ballot committee and Ralph Wilbur is Treasurer.
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