
HE ALLEY ATRIOT

INSIDE this edition!

exploded. Ships caught fire. We rescued 
a great many survivors from the ocean, 
bringing them on board our ship.” 
Charlie still remembers the thunderous 
booming of cannon that resonated deep 
in the bowels of the ship’s galley, where 
he was on duty slicing huge slabs of 
bacon during that long voyage. His unit 
had been assigned to KP duty. 

Once he reached England, Charlie 
advanced across Europe serving in five 
major campaigns of WWII. The 112th 
Allied Airborne Division—comprised 
of Americans, British, and French—saw 
combat at Rome-Arno in Italy… in 
southern France—where they repelled 
the German counteroffensive in the Bat-
tle of the Bulge (December 1944-Janu-

NORTHANDOVER - “We were 
the second largest convoy to leave for 
Europe—5,000 of us aboard the U.S. 
Army troopship George Washington—
when we left New York in early 1944, 
bound for Liverpool, England. By the 
time we arrived in England in April, 
two months before the D-Day inva-
sion of June 6, our ranks had swelled 
enormously,” recalls Sergeant Charles 
P. Sarantos, 112th Allied Airborne divi-
sion, then an 18-year old Lowell native 
who now lives in North Andover.

“On the way, we were attacked by 
a fleet of German warships, subma-
rines, and aircraft. The cannons’ deep 
boom reverberated non-stop. Bombs 
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Sergeant Charles P. Sarantos, 112th 
Allied Airborne Division, helped set 
up two-way radio communications 
that linked the Waco CG-4A combat 
gliders with the C-47 military transports 
that towed them across the skies 
during WWII. He served in five major 
campaigns in France, Italy, Germany, 
and Central Europe. Combat gliders, 
dubbed “flying coffins,” went deep 
behind enemy lines to silently drop 
troops and equipment in remote areas. 
Sarantos was also part of the first U.S. 
troops to enter Berlin after Germany’s 
unconditional surrender, as part of the 
Allied occupation of Berlin. During the 
Potsdam Conference in Berlin, July 
16–August 2, 1945, he helped set up 
the communications system when the 
“Big Three” (President Truman, Prime 
Minister Churchill, and Premier Stalin), 
met to discuss postwar Europe. 
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THINKING OUTSIDE THE BOX

 
All too often when we realize that we need a Lawyer, it’s too late. 

 
Please don’t let that happen to you!!! 

  

Paul D. Lambert can be “Your Family’s Lawyer” 
He has been practicing Law in the Merrimack Valley since 1990.  Paul is admitted 
to practice before the Supreme Judicial Court of Massachusetts, the Supreme 
Court of New Hampshire, the United States Court of Appeals for the First Circuit, 
and the Federal District Courts of Massachusetts and New Hampshire.    
 

Not all Lawyers Give YOU the Service and the Time that YOU Deserve! 

PAUL D. LAMBERT will give your legal matters the time, respect and service that YOU DESERVE AND EXPECT! 

Paul has been helping protect people just like YOU for more than 22 Years, concentrating in Real 
Estate Law, Estate Planning (Wills and Trusts), Probate and Business Law. 

Paul D. Lambert, Esquire  
 

Do YOU NEED A LAWYER? 
 

CALL PAUL LAMBERT!    Cell 978-609-6420 
 

E-mail PAUL LAMBERT!              PDLLAW@comcast.net 
 

Fax PAUL LAMBERT!               Fax 253-595-3108 

P.O. Box 892, North Andover, Massachusetts 01845 

Dr. Charles Ormsby served two 
terms on the North Andover School 
Committee, co-founded of the North 
Andover Taxpayers Association, is 
a a co-founder of and columnist 
for The Valley Patriot, broadcasts 

weekly opinion pieces for WCAP (980 AM) in 
Lowell, and is a faculty member in the Department 
of Mathematical Sciences at the University of 
Massachusetts Lowell. Dr. Ormsby is a graduate 
of Cornell and has a doctorate degree from MIT. 
You can email him at ccormsby@verizon.net 

It is sad that President Obama did not 
see fit recently to travel a mere seventy 
miles from the White House to Gettysburg 
to commemorate the 150th anniversary of 
Lincoln’s famous speech in honor of those 
who fought and died to end slavery and 
preserve the union. With the presidential 
helicopter it would have taken him less 
than two hours to put in an appearance.

Why did he not attend? There were over 
forty thousand casualties incurred during 
the three day battle of Gettysburg. It was 
the turning point in the Civil war. 

The presidential calendar shows that 
Obama had no significant events on this 
anniversary to excuse his absence.

Does Obama not understand the im-
portance of the Battle of Gettysburg or 
Lincoln’s address? Does he not respect the 
sacrifices of the dead and wounded? 

Or does Obama just not want to honor 
America and acknowledge the fact that 
over two million Union soldiers – almost 
ten percent of the Union population – 
fought to preserve the Union and end 
slavery? Over 600 thousand Americans 
died in the Civil War. This equals nearly 
half of all the deaths suffered by Ameri-
cans in ALL our wars and more than one 
and a half times as many as in World War 
II – two and one half times as many on a 
percentage basis.

Bret Stephens, in a Wall Street Journal 
opinion piece, described Obama as callow. 
Callow is a perfect description of this 
president. Inexperienced, juvenile, naïve, 
immature, unsophisticated, and most of 
all – superficial. 

Ignoring one of America’s most mean-
ingful anniversaries -- what else could 
we expect from an ideologically stunted 
socialist whose grandest achievement was 
being a community organizer?

But all of this begs the question: How 
did America ever end up with such an 
empty suit occupying the White House? 
Were we mad?

In his book “Extraordinary Popular 
Delusions and the Madness of Crowds,” 
Charles MacKay described the tulip mania 
that occurred in Holland around 1637 
in which rare tulip bulbs were bid up to 
enormous prices and then crashed precipi-
tously. Tulipmania is a good example of 
crowd psychology embracing irrationality 
only to be yanked back to a more coherent 
state of mind.

Obama’s candidacy was tailor made 
for a bout of national insanity. Americans 
wanted to believe. 

We desperately wanted to see an Afri-
can-American rise to fill our highest office 
and erase any remnants of past racial 
sins. When Obama ran for the presidency, 
America, with the help of the mainstream 
media, closed its eyes and bought his spiel 
about “hope and change” hook, line and 
sinker. 

When Obama was elected, we wanted 
him to succeed so that Americans of all 
racial backgrounds could jointly celebrate 
our land of opportunity and thereby heal 
the wounds of past racial divisions. 

Unfortunately, what we got was a disas-
ter of monumental proportions. 

Conservatives and libertarians predicted 
this disaster. To the extent that Obama’s 
socialist/fascist policies were put into 
practice, disasters were inevitable. 

We didn’t hope for his failure because 
of his skin color. We knew he would fail 
because of his ideology. 

Morality aside, and statism is immoral, 
it just doesn’t work. It is just the nature 
of things. Failure follows statism just as 
night follows day.

The U.S. may now be in the initial 
stages of recovery from Obamamania: the 
irrational hero worship of a callow fellow 
with no record of accomplishing anything 
of value, yet elevated to the presidency of 
the greatest nation on earth. 

Obama the emperor has no clothes. He 
is an empty suit making believe he has 
a clue. Obama is a modern day Wizard 
of Oz pulling levers and blowing smoke 
in a world he cannot comprehend and a 
country he despises.

Paraphrasing a column (Obama: The 
Affirmative Action President) by Matt 
Patterson, “Historians may regard the 
election of Barack Obama as a mass hys-
teria. How did a man so devoid of profes-
sional accomplishment convince so many 
that he could manage the world’s largest 
economy and direct the world’s most pow-
erful military? Imagine a future historian 
examining Obama’s pre-presidential life: 
passed through the Ivy League despite un-
remarkable grades and test scores; given 
a non-job as a ‘community organizer’; a 
state legislator without legislative achieve-
ment; and finally an unaccomplished 
single term in the United States Senate. 
He had no academic and no legislative 
accomplishments.”

Obama’s lack of substance and his em-
brace of an irrational ideology is now ex-
posed for all who are sighted to see. Only 
the ideologically blinded will continue to 
pretend that Obama or his ideology have 
merit.

Hopefully, we won’t have a similar 
national bout of insanity in 2016 if the 
Democrats nominate a candidate having 
a similar level of competence, such as 
Alfred E. Neuman.

Our Callow President
Charles Ormsby 
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overcome obstacles, or participation in 
community. Those of us who have come 
in contact with them are challenged to as-
pire to greater heights. Nomination forms 
are still available by contacting the Haver-
hill YWCA at 978-374-6121. Tickets to 
this event are available at the YWCA, 107 
Winter Street, Haverhill, and are $40.00 
per person. The social preview begins 
at 11:30 a.m. followed by the luncheon 
program fro 12:00 until 2:00 p.m. Tables 
of ten may be reserved.

DANVERS, May 11 - Amy Falk, of 
Syndala Life Coaching, will speak on 
May 11 on overcoming procrastination. 
The North Shore Business Forum meets at 
7:30am at the Danversport Yacht Club, Rt. 
62 East, Danvers, MA. The $10 admission 
fee include a continental breakfast and 
pre-registration is not required. For more 
info - www.nsbforum.org

NETWORKING - DANVERS, May 
18 – The North Shore Business Forum 
will hold a networking meeting on May 
18 at the Danversport Yacht Club. Bring 
your best “elevator speech” and plenty of 
business cards. The North Shore Business 
Forum meets at 7:30am at the Danversport 
Yacht Club, Rt. 62 East, Danvers, MA. 
The $10 admission fee include a conti-
nental breakfast and pre-registration is not 
required. For more info - www.nsbforum.
org

Restaurant Food Donations Bill 
Gains Momentum -R.A.B.A., Legisla-
tors voice support for donating to food 
pantries. The Restaurant and Business 
Alliance joined several elected officials 
today in calling attention to House Bill 
#3156, which would allow restaurants 
to donate unused goods to food pantries. 
In 1996, President Clinton suggested a 
similar law be adopted by the states called 
the ‘Emerson Good Samaritan Food Do-

ing the Fifth Congressional District of 
Massachusetts as a member of the US 
House of Representatives. Prior to being 
elected, Tsongas raised a family, practiced 
law, and served as a Dean at Middlesex 
Community College, all in the Fifth 
District. She serves on the House Armed 
Services Committee where she has a long 
history working to ensure our service-
men and women have the equipment and 
protection they need. Tsongas is also a 
member of the Natural Resources Com-
mittee which formulates federal policy 
related to domestic energy production, 
National Parks and the environment. 

Women from the Greater Haverhill area 
are nominated to the YWCA Academy of 
Women because of their unique and out-
standing achievements. The YWCA Acad-
emy of Women was established to create 
a permanent tribute to the achievements 
and significant contributions of women. 
Members of the Academy are women who 
bring out the best in all of us.  Each one 
has become a role model by setting high 
standards, blazing new trails, working to 
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NEWS ITEM: Greenland New Hampshire Police Chief Michael Maloney was murdered in the line of duty while coming to the aid of wounded 
officers involved in a shootout while serving a warrant on a wanted man. Chief Maloney’s name will not go on the National Law Enforcement 
Officer’s Memorial Walls in Washington DC until May of 2013. His family and fellow officers are in our prayers. 

mentally responsible approach to handling 
their waste by simply recycling it at their 
events” said Lou Tarentino, President of 
EOMS Recycling. “EOMS Recycling 
proves that you can be environmentally 
friendly and save time and money,” added 
Dave Andelman, CEO of Phantom Gour-
met Inc. And the results were impressive. 
In addition to recycling 4 yards of card 
board, there was also 2.35 tons of glass 
processed. Recycling the glass alone 
resulted in the savings of: 

3,125 lbs. of sand, 1,017 lbs. of soda 
ash, 1,017 lbs. of limestone and 355 lbs. 
of feldspar. 

The two companies plan to work 
together on future events to minimize the 
waste produced. 

The Haverhill YWCA is pleased to 
announce that the 23rd Annual Tribute 
to Women Luncheon will be held on 
Wednesday, May 23, 2012, at DiBurro’s 
of Ward Hill from 11:30 a.m. until 2:00 
pm Congresswoman Niki Tsongas of will 
be the honorary Chairperson and keynote 
speaker. Congresswoman Tsongas is cur-
rently serving in her third term represent-

nation Act,’ limiting the liability to quell 
concerns of the donors. The Bill has been 
proposed by State Representative Paul 
McMurtry of Dedham but is now finding 
increased support. “Restaurant owners are 
some of the most generous people I know. 
This Bill will untie their hands and allow 
them to do even more for the community,” 
said Dave Andelman, President of the 
restaurant and Business Alliance. 

Lovin’ Spoonfuls, a Boston based 
non-profit organization, already operates 
under this model, rescuing fresh, healthy 
perishables with a focus on whole grains, 
lean proteins and fresh produce. Accord-
ing to founder and executive director 
Ashley Stanley “There are 49 million 
Americans who are hungry. There are over 
100 billion pounds of food that’s wasted 
each year. Food recovery has long been a 
part of the fabric of hunger relief in differ-
ent parts of the United States, and I think 
legislation like this, working in tandem 
with the Federal protections from the Em-
erson Act, would help to disarm the fears 
that surround food repurposing and food 
rescue in Massachusetts.”

The IRS has some advice for taxpay-
ers who missed the tax filing deadline. 

* Don’t panic but file as soon as pos-
sible. If you owe money the quicker you 
file your return, the less penalties and 
interest you will have to pay. Even if you 
have to mail us your return, the sooner we 
receive it, the better.

* E-file is still your best option. IRS 
e-file programs are available for most 
taxpayers through the extension deadline 
– October 15, 2012. 

* Free File is still available. Check out 
IRS Free File at www.irs.gov/freefile. 
Taxpayers whose income is $57,000 or 
less will qualify to file their return for 
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NOTEBOOK, PAGE 42

Angela from Methuen Family 
Restaurant shows off the grilled 
marinated chicken salad. See their 
story on page 13. See their ad on 
page 23. 
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EDITORIAL & OPINIONS

Three Suggestions For Lawrence’s New Mayor

I may be a Jewish guy but I notched a 
few credits at Saint Joseph’s University 
in Philadelphia, so I am familiar with the 
Jesuits’ worldwide focus on helping the 
disabled. I’m only an Eagle by marriage, 
but I’ve got to weigh in on something hap-
pening at the Jesuit run Boston College.

For forty three years, BC has operated 
the “Campus School”. The school’s mis-
sion is to serve disabled students. By all 
accounts it has succeeded beyond every 
expectation. The education majors who 
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volunteer there have shared their enthu-
siasm with the disabled students who in 
turn have thrived. While the student body 
at the Campus School is not particularly 
large, they are well served and welcomed 
with open arms on the Chestnut Hill cam-
pus by BC students and faculty alike. The 
only folks who appear less than hospitable 
seem to be members of the college admin-
istration who are now planning to shutter 
the school and transfer the students to a 
hospital a few miles away.

My ten year old daughter has a wide 
assortment of developmental delays and 

disabilities. I know firsthand that the 
strength of any special education program 
comes from the heartfelt commitment of 
the staff. Teachers, therapists and social 
workers are more than cogs in the educa-
tional machine. They are loving and pas-
sionate advocates for the children in their 
care. They cheer each and every success 
no matter how small. Students and parents 
alike cherish this special relationship. 

Many of us have tried to educate the 
larger population about our kids and their 
circumstances. These children have differ-
ent abilities and a multitude of challenges, 
but they need to be in a supportive school 
with staff who see them as innately valu-
able individuals. What they don’t need 
is to be shunted aside from the world of 
classrooms and playgrounds to a sterile, 
clinical hospital setting.

Pope Francis, the first Jesuit to ascend 
to the papacy has time and again talked 
about the need to embrace those with 
special needs. He specifically expressed 
his frustration with our society which, he 
said, works to “hide physical fragility.” 
Who amongst us was not touched by the 
photo of Pope Francis warmly embracing 
Dominic Gondreau, an eight year old boy 
who has cerebral palsy? 

I hope and pray that the real needs 

What Would Pope Francis Do?

Earlier this month former Lawrence City 
Councilor Dan Rivera was sworn in as 
Lawrence’s new mayor after defeating the 
once-thought unbeatable, William Lantigua 
by 82 votes. 

 We know all too well the problems 
Lawrence faces and the long road ahead 
of Mayor Rivera just to get the city to stop 
moving backwards, before he can even 
begin to plot a course to prosperity. 

With a school system in state receiv-
ership and a state appointed financial 
receiver running the city’s budget, the chal-
lenges Rivera faces are monumental. He 
will need to spend every waking moment 
cleaning up the mess left behind by four 
years of Willie Lantigua’s shenanigans, not 
to mention decades of the city’s decline 
from failed state and federal social pro-
grams that has left Lawrence as the worst 
city in the state. 

But there are a few things Rivera could 
do in his first thirty days as mayor which 
would take little effort on his part, but 

#2 FIX THE FOUNTAIN
In September of 2006, The Valley Patriot 

wrote an editorial calling out Lawrence 
DPW Director, Frank McCann and Law-
rence Mayor Michael Sullivan for their 
neglect of one of Lawrence’s most famous 
landmarks: The Vietnam Veterans’ Foun-
tain located at the gateway to the city on 
Winthrop Avenue and South Union Streets.

Since then, Sullivan and McCann have 
come and gone, yet the fountain still sits 
crumbling in disrepair.

What better way to make a statement 
that the City of Lawrence is under new 
management, welcoming people at the 
city’s gateway, and at the same time restor-
ing honor to the men and women who 
served us all in the Vietnam War and have 
had to watch that fountain sit in disrepair 
for two decades. 

#3 MAKE PEOPLE WHOLE
Throughout the Lantigua Administra-

tion, many injustices occurred to many 
good people who refused to play along 

with Willie Lantigua’s shenanigans. 
Whether they were police officers 

passed over for promotions, contractors 
who lost city business for refusing to play 
ball with Lantigua’s private demands, city 
board members who were humiliated and 
removed, the list goes on and on. Rivera 
has the authority to right those wrongs 
and restore the public’s faith in their city 
government. 

It would send a strong message to those 
who work in Lawrence that there is some-
one who has their back if they do the right 
thing and are targeted for doing so. 

While our suggestions seem small 
compared to the magnitude of problems 
facing the City of Lawrence, these small 
and immediate changes will make a huge 
difference in changing the city’s image and 
begin to heal the festering wound left over 
from an administration that was hell bent 
on breaking the law and using municipal 
government to serve as their own personal 
weapons against anyone standing in their 
way. 

would make a big difference. 
#1 REHIRE TOM SAPIENZA
Last year at this time, The Valley Patriot 

was writing about fired DPW laborer 
Tom Sapienza. Sapienza had taken time 
off from work to care for his ailing wife, 
Heather. 

Heather was dying of cancer and Tom 
was only asking Lantigua to let him take 
an unpaid leave of absence to be by her 
side as she lay dying. Before she died, 
Heather Sapienza said her biggest worry 
was that when she was finally gone, her 
husband would be able to keep his job so 
he could provide for himself after going 
so far in debt from medical and end of life 
expenses. 

But Lawrence Mayor William Lantigua 
fired Tom Sapienza, notifying him of his 
termination through a courier who served 
Sapienza while he was trying to make his 
wife’s final days as comfortable as pos-
sible. Mayor Rivera needs to make that 
right. 

Recently voted #1 in Legal Services by WCCM. 

of the precious children at the Campus 
School are likewise embraced by the BC 
administration. 

I wonder, would Pope Francis close the 
school? How about Ignatius of Loyola or 
Francis Xavier?

Follow Jeff Katz on twitter @jef-
fkatzshow and facebook.com/radiokatz

Jeff Katz is a former police officer, 
former talk show host on Talk1200AM 
and won the Associated Press Award 
for Best Talk Show In Boston two 
years in a row. He is now an exclusive 
columnist for The Valley Patriot. 
WEBSITE: visionaccomplished.net
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FOR ALL YOUR ESTATE PLANNING NEEDS

DIANNE M. O’BRIEN
 ATTORNEY-AT-LAW

I am a very well-qualified Estate 
Planning attorney who will make 

the process quick, easy, and  
convenient for you – meeting 

with you in your home if you wish.

• Wills
• Trusts

• Health Care Proxies
• Powers of Attorney

• Living Wills
• Probate

www.attorneyobrien.com

800 Turnpike Street, Ste. 300
North Andover, Ma 01845

978-794-5515
Flat Fees

For Estate Planning Services

COMPLIMENTARY INITIAL
CONSULTATION

Former Officer in the U.S.
Air Force Judge Advocate
General Corps – 8 Years

Living with knee pain can feel like a crippling experience. Let’s face it, your knees aren’t as young as 
they used to be, and playing with the kids or grandkids isn’t any easier either. Maybe your knee pain 
keeps you from walking short distances or playing golf like you used to.

Nothing’s worse than feeling great mentally, but physically feeling held back from life because your 
knee hurts and the pain just won’t go away!

For the First 25 Callers Only, I’m running a very special offer where you can find out if you are a candidate for Cold Laser 
therapy.

What does this offer include?  Everything I normally do in my “Knee Pain Evaluation”. Just call and here’s what you’ll 
get…
•   An in-depth consultation about your problem where I will listen…really listen…to the details of your case.
•   A complete neuromuscular examination.
•   A thorough analysis of your exam findings so we can start mapping out your plan to being pain free.
•   You’ll see everything first hand and find out if this amazing treatment will be your pain solution, like it has been for so 
many other patients.

The First 25 Callers Only can get everything I’ve listed here for only $60. The normal price for this type of evaluation  is 
$250, so you’re saving a considerable amount by taking me up on this offer.

Remember what it was like before you had knee problems; when you were pain free and could enjoy everything life had 
to offer? It can be that way again. Don’t neglect your problem any longer – don’t wait until it’s too late.

My name is Dr. Jin Sung, 
owner of Functional Chiropractic, 
Inc.. Since we opened, we’ve seen 
many people with knee problems 
leave the office
pain free.

If you’re suffering from these 
conditions, a new breakthrough 
in medical technology may 
completely eliminate your pain 
and help restore normal function 
to your knees.

The Cold Laser is an outpatient, non-surgical procedure, often used in physical therapy and sports 
medicine to accelerate the healing process. It offers non-invasive treatment to promote healing for 
those who suffer from pain in muscles, nerves, and joints, like that associated with chronic knee pain.

This same laser is used by professional sports teams including the New York Yankees and Cincinnati 
Bengals.

This pain-free, non-surgical approach works by stimulating the body’s natural healing processes, provid-
ing pain relief and reducing injury damage. This leading edge technology has an impressive success rate of 
returning patients to work, sports and competitive activities, as well as everyday life.

Patients treated with the Cold Laser often show a higher level of function, both during and after the 
treatment period. The therapeutic laser provides a tremendous alternative for those facing surgery.

Due to the expected demand for this special offer, I urge you to call our office at once. The 
phone number is 978-688-6999. 

Call today and we can get started with your consultation and exam as soon as there’s an 
opening in the schedule. Our office is called Functional Chiropractic, Inc. and you can find us 
at 126 Merrimack St. in Methuen, MA. Tell the receptionist you’d like to come in for the Knee 
Evaluation.

Could This Non-Invasive, Natural Treatment 
Be The Answer To Your Knee Pain?

Here’s what to do now:

Tibia

Patella

Articular
Cartilage

Femur

Medial Femoral 
Condyle

The FDA cleared the first Cold Laser in 2002.  This was after their study found 76% improvement 
in patients with pain. Their only warning – don’t shine it in your eyes. Of course at our office, the laser 
is never anywhere near your eyes and we’ll give you a comfortable pair of goggles for safety.

Don’t wait and let your knee problems get worse, disabling you for life. Take me up on my offer and 
call today 978-688-6999.

CALL TODAY TO 
SCHEDULE YOUR $60

Yours in Health, 
Jin W. Sung, D.C. 

P.S. Now you might be wondering…
“Is this safe? Are there any side effects or dangers to this?”

Federal and Medicare restrictions may apply.

KNEE PAIN
EVALUATION

($250 VALUE) AVAILABLE TO THE FIRST 25 CALLERS!
www.DrJinSung.com | 978-688-6999

How To Get Rid Of 
Knee Pain Once And 

For All...Without Drugs, 
Shots, or Surgery

Now, in Methuen, MA, one doctor is helping local 
residents with knee pain live 
more active, pain-free lives.

Here’s What Patients Say...
“I’m a runner and injured my knee a couple of months ago, with no relief.  My pain level 
was a 10 when I first came in, but now I’m back to running. I would recommend Dr. 
Sung to everyone.”

-Jaime N., Methuen, MA

Do You Have Any of the
Following Conditions?

• Arthritis
• Knee pain
• Cartilage damage
• ‘Bone-on-bone’

• Tendonitis
• Bursitis
• Crunching &
   popping sounds

Finally, An Option Other Than Drugs or Surgery

Promotes Rapid Healing Of The Injured Tissues.

Frank Serrano, welcomes Mr. Sid to rejoin him at his new 
Barber Shop in North Andover (Next to Bank of America). 
Frank worked at Mal’s Barber Shop for the past 15 years and 
Mr. Sid has been at the Andover Barber Shop for the past 7 
years.

Frank and Mr. Sid worked together 50 years ago at the 
Salisbury Barber Shop where they cut the hair of some of 
the biggest stars of the day who (for those of you who re-
member) were appearing at the Salisbury Frolics.

And now, here they are, back together again! A lot older, a 
lot wiser and a lot better barbers!!

Frank’s hours are 8 to 5:30pm Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri and Sat 7 to 4pm. 
Mr. Sid will be available on Wed (only) from 8 to 5:30pm.

Quality haircuts for Men and Their Sons by two experienced Barbers!!
Walk-In’s and Kid’s Welcome!! Call for Appointment!!

150 Main St., North Andover, MA 01845 - (Next to Bank of America)

Barbers Reunite After 50 Years
 Frank Serrano  Mr. Sid (Eric Sideri)

CALL (978) 837-3000
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Andover, Massachusetts is a very inter-
esting New England town, with a wealth 
of opportunities to interest young and old 
alike. Visitors to Andover express amaze-
ment at the variety of home styles that are 
found throughout the town. 

While residents of Andover may not 
realize just how they live with history all 
around, take a walk through the streets 
of the town to see a picture perfect New 
England town. 

One of the ways to “see” Andover is to 
observe the changes in home styles since 
the first settlers made this town their 
home. Most of these homes are occupied, 
and care must be taken to respect their 
privacy. 

Begin in the 17th century, and you will 
find an excellent example of an early 
American home on Andover Street. Built 
in 1685, the house is a large 2-story struc-
ture, once on the outskirts of Andover 
Center. 

The next distinct colonial house style 
was Georgian, after King George III of 
England. These homes were built from 
about 1725-1775 and followed home 
styles of England.

An example of this property is a re-
stored Georgian home on Central Street. 
Many homes built in the Georgian man-
ner have been upgraded or restored.

Following the changes in America due 
to the successful break with England 
(Revoluntionary War), this period was 
called Federalist, 1780-1830. There are 
several homes of this period built in 
Andover. One of the best is the Amos 
Blanchard House, on Main Street.

This property is now home to the 

Andover Historical Society and can be 
seen during regular visiting hours. Check 
the programs and hours of operation by 
visiting the AHS website.

A feature of this home style is the 
palladian window on the second floor 
above an ornate front door with columns 
supporting a portico. Note that these 
homes had two chimneys on each end of 
the home.

The Greek Revival style became very 
popular from 1830-1860, due in part 
to the industry and wealth of the area. 
Benjamin Asher, a Massachusetts archi-
tect, became known for his house plans 
featuring paneled trim at the corners of 
the structure, more attention to the front 
entrance with side lights, the height of 
the door. This Greek Revival home can 
be seen on Central Street and Washington 
Street. The usual color scheme for the 
house was white with green shutters on 
the windows.

The next fashion in home construction 
would be the Gothic Revival, 1840-
1880. The impressive John Dove House 
on North Main Street, built in 1847, is 
an outstanding example of this type of 
construction. This period, also known 
as Victorian, reflects many periods of 
history. The Gothic Revival could have 
cupolas, towers, covered porticos and 
barge boards (ornately carved boards that 
follow the gables of the house.)

The Italianate styled house came into 
fashion from1850-1885. As the country 
became more affluent, great care was 
taken to build this house with all the fea-
tures that distinguished it from previous 
house styles. An example of this style 
can be seen on Central Street.

Victorian period styled homes became 

Ann Knowles 
VALLEY PATRIOT ANDOVER COLUMNIST

Historic Homes in Andover

The Friends of Andover Memorial Hall 
Library will be holding a book sale at the 
library from January 24 until January 26, 
2014. This event is held to raise funds for 
the library for special events, programs 
and activities to encourage and promote 
activities at the library.

Dates for the Book Sale are as follows: 
Preview night, January 22, 6:30-8:30 
p.m.

January 24, 9 a.m. until 4:30 p.m., 
January 25, 9 a.m. until 4:30 p.m. and 
January 26, 1-4:30 p.m.

Donations from the public may be 
made to the sale by placing the books, 

DVD’s, and CD’s in special bins located 
at the lower level, near the children’s sec-
tion. Donations are sorted and grouped 
according to subjects. The sale will be 
held on the top level of the library.

Volunteers are welcomed to help with 
this major fundraising effort. Anyone 
who would be interested in joining the 
Friends of Andover Memorial Hall Li-
brary may call 978-623-8401 ext. 49, or 
e-mail mailto: friends @ MHL.org. The 
Friends of Andover Memorial Hall Li-
brary is an important part of the success 
of the library. The staff and supporters at 
the library encourage participation in this 
worthy activity.

Memorial Hall Library

Gray was promoted to Lieutenant. This 
was a very difficult decision for Gray, 
however when officers are promoted out 
of patrol they tend not to have K-9’s. 

But anyone that ever met Kyzer, knew 
he was an extremely driven and passion-
ate officer, and he would never officially 
retire. If there was an opportunity for Gray 
to use Kyzer he would. But he spent most 
of his retirement at home with Gray, his 
wife Melissa, their three boys and their 
two pet Labrador retrievers. 

I am pleased and honored to have 
known Officer Kyzer. My very first article 
I wrote for the Valley Patriot was after an 
interview I did with Lt. Gray and Officer 
Brush about the NAPD/ATF K-9 unit: 
Kyzer and Iris.

Appropriately, my article from 2010 
was titled “North Andover’s Finest” 

Good Job, Well Done Kyzer, and now 
you are free to cross the rainbow bridge 
and play all day with Iris and Eiko. 

Truly.. “North Andover’s Finest” 
Tracey Zysk, 

owner of Wiggles 
& Jiggles Pet Care 
in North Ando-
ver MA is a local 
pet care profes-
sional. She has 
been featured on 
local radio, tv and 
newspapers edu-

cating the general public on animal care 
and animal health & wellness. Tracey is a 
proud supporter of Police, Fire & Military 
K9 units. Tracey may be reached at wiggle-
walk@comcast.net. Become a fan on face-
book at Wiggles & Jiggles Pet Care. 

“his job”, doing his job accurately saved 
the community of North Andover from a 
heartbreaking tragedy.

Kyzer became a role model in the K-9 
community and a legend in North Ando-
ver. Even winning a National Working 
Dog Hero award. Since 2007, Kyzer had 
faced a few more challenges, including 
having his stomach twist and stapled on 
two separate occasions. Both times he 
made full recoveries and immediately 
returned to work. 

Kyzer unofficially retired in 2012, when 

On December 30, 2013 I received a 
call from Lt. Gray of the North Andover 
Police dept. Lt. Gray went on to tell me 
that retired K-9 Kyzer had passed away. 
Shocked, I took a second before respond-
ing, took a deep breath and wiped the 
tears from my eyes. This was a call I 
knew eventually would happen but a call I 
hoped I wouldn’t receive for a long time. 

Kyzer served North Andover for 6 1/2 
years with his handler and partner then 
Sgt. Chuck Gray.

“He was a great dog,” Gray stated. “He 
handled any situation unbelievably well.”

Nearly ten years ago Kyzer and Lt. 
Chuck Gray were paired together after 
Gray’s first dog Eiko passed away from 
injuries he received while chasing a rob-
bery suspect. 

Kyzer and Lt. Gray attended the Boston 
Police K-9 Academy for several months 
to become certified in patrol/tracking and 
narcotics detection. Gray is a member 
of the International Police Work Dog 
Association and is also a certified Drug 
Recognition Expert and Drug Recogni-
tion Expert Instructor certified through the 
National Highway Traffic Safety Associa-
tion and the International Chiefs of Police 
Association.

Not only did Kyzer search for miss-
ing people, hidden suspects or articles, 
help find evidence of a crime, and locate 
narcotics, he also assisted in the arrest and 
apprehension of felons and helped protect 
the public from serious injury. Kyzer was 
also quite the crowd pleaser and attended 
all town events. He would also visit stu-
dents at the North Andover schools. 

Kyzer’s claim to fame, locally and 
nationally was on Nov. 14, 2007. He ac-
companied his handler, Lt. Gray, when a 
call came in for a shooting at Independent 
Tire located next to the Lawrence munici-
pal airport in North Andover. They arrived 
on the scene of a serial shooting situa-
tion. When Lt. Gray released the leash, 
Kyzer put his training into action - biting 
the shooter’s arm and knocking the gun 
away. Fortunately, Kyzer was 100 percent 
on and did exactly what he was trained 
to do. At that moment, although he did 

“North Andover’s Finest” K-9 Kyzer Passes Away
Tracey Zysk 

VALLEY PATRIOT DOGGIE COLUMNIST
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A New Day: Rivera to Fire Clerk, Says Changes are “Just the Beginning”

Small Engine RepairSmall Engine Repair
A to Z

PICK UP & DELIVERY AVAILABLE

A to Z
Snow Blower Tune-Ups

10% off just mention this Ad

Call MIKE NOW!
978-994-6561

Lawrence’s new Mayor, Dan Rivera, 
wasted no time making personnel changes 
in Lawrence City Hall, firing the City 
Comptroller David Camasso on his first 
day, and telling the Valley Patriot in an 
exclusive interview that he also plans to 
fire City Clerk William Maloney. 

Maloney’s firing must be approved by 
the Lawrence City Council by a 2/3 vote. 

“I have found that Billy Maloney is not 
doing the job of City Clerk at the level we 
need a city clerk to perform in a city like 
Lawrence,” Rivera told the Valley Patriot. 

Rivera said that he had other reasons 
and will release the official reason when 
Maloney’s name is sent down to the City 
Council. 

“It’s not that I don’t like him, but I have 
had some concerns about his job perfor-
mance and what goes on in that office for 
a while now, and anyone who watched 
me on the city council knows what those 
concerns are.”

City Clerk Ma-
loney is in charge 
of the Election 
Department in 
Lawrence which 
has come under 
scrutiny and is 
under investigation 
by law enforcement 

for election fraud, and signatures 
forged on nomination papers by election 
workers among other misdeeds. 

During the mayoral election last Novem-
ber, Dan Rivera called in the Secretary of 
State’s Office to oversee the election and 
monitor ballot counting, saying Malo-
ney was “not strong enough to say no to 
Lantigua.” 

Rivera has long held that Maloney was 
doing Lantigua’s bidding at the council 
table. Maloney also sits as chairman of 
the city’s Board of Registrars, which is re-
sponsible for ruling on challenged ballots 
and overseeing election recounts. 

During recount in Rivera vs. Lantigua, 
Maloney voted as Chairman of the Board 
to approve two ballots to be counted for 
Lantigua even though the ballots were 
from the primary election. 

Maloney did not investigate how the 
primary ballots found their way into final 

election ballots boxes for Lantigua. 
The Board of Registrars has been cited 

for multiple violations of state law includ-
ing; not keeping minutes of their meet-
ings and violating the open meeting law, 
holding meetings and taking votes without 
notifying the public. 

The board also took more than a year to 
investigate the city’s bilingual coordina-
tor forging names on State Representative 
Frank Moran’s nomination papers, ignor-
ing media reports and written complaints 
about the forgeries. 

Maloney also was in charge when 400 
absentee ballot envelopes went missing 
from the September mayoral primary. 
Sate Law dictates that all records must be 
maintained, but Maloney refused to com-
ment on the missing envelopes or his legal 
obligation to keep them safe. 

FIRED: DAVID CAMASSO
Less than twenty four hours after taking 

office as the new Mayor of Lawrence, 
Rivera fired Lawrence’s City Comptroller 
David Camasso. 

Camasso was appointed by Mayor Sul-
livan in 2005 and was involved in one of 
Lantigua’s first controversies by refusing 
to pay former Planning Director Michael 
Sweeney and others what they were owed 
by the city after Lantigua illegally fired 
them. 

Camasso sits as Chairman of the City’s 
Retirement Board, which is currently 
$204M in the red and is the third most un-
derfunded pension system in the state. No 
reason was given for Camasso’s termina-
tion, but Rivera did say that several times 
during the election that those city employ-
ees who went along with the misdeeds of 
the Lantigua administration needed to be 
removed. 

HIRED: ABEL VARGAS
Mayor Rivera hired five people who will 

start to build his Administration.
Rivera hired Greater Lawrence Tech-

nical School Committee member, Abel 
Vargas as Business Development Director 
for the city. 

Vargas was instrumental in Rivera’s 
mayoral campaign and was involved with 
monitoring the recount that lead to Rivera 
winning by 82 votes over Willie Lantigua. 

Rivera says that as Business Develop-
ment Director, Abel Vargas will work 
closely with him to keep businesses from 
leaving the city, assist existing businesses 
in expanding, and attracting new business-

es to Lawrence. Rivera also wants Vargas 
to use the position as Business Develop-
ment Director to “make Lawrence more 
business-friendly.”

“It is critical that we attract businesses 
and jobs to Lawrence that can help put 
people to work,” the mayor said.

“I am confident that Abel can effectively 
lead this effort, and make the strong case 
for Lawrence as a business-hub.”

In a press release Mayor Rivera laid out 
Abel Vargas’ qualifications.

“As a candidate for a Masters in Busi-
ness Administration at Southern New 
Hampshire University, and with a profes-
sional background in Business and Mar-
keting Analysis, Vargas brings experience 
that will enable him to facilitate growth of 
jobs and industry in the city. Vargas’ city 
position is a modification of the Economic 
Development Director, and will be part of 
a larger restructuring of overall develop-
ment and planning efforts that the Mayor 
plans to tackle in the coming months.

HIRED: WENDY LUZON
Wendy Luzon was hired as a Lawrence’s 

Neighborhood Planner She will serve 
as a liaison between Mayor Rivera and 
the various neighborhood organizations 
throughout the city.

“Luzon has an extensive background in 
crisis intervention and neighborhood or-
ganization that will prove valuable as she 
develops new, innovative ways to unify the 
different districts of our city.”

SPECIAL ASSISTANTS TO THE 
MAYOR

KATE REILLY
As Special Assistants to the Mayor, Del-

gado, Reilly, and Rosario will work in the 
Mayor’s Office to deliver high-quality and 
responsive constituent services. “A number 
of issues come through Mayor’s office, and 
we need a solid team who will help resi-
dents and businesses navigate through city 
government. All three Special Assistants 
have strong connections to the community, 
and bring local knowledge, exceptional 
organizational skills, and follow-through 
to the office.”

“This team represents a group of 
leaders who truly care about the City of 
Lawrence,” said Rivera. “We will work 
together to offer accountability, profes-
sionalism, and service to the people of 
this community. We are in the business of 
Making Lawrence Better.”

Rivera said that all of the positions are 
“budget-neutral” meaning that there is no 
additional expense to the city above what 
has already been budgeted for. 

Also on his first day in office, Rivera 
also demoted Deputy Chief Melix Bonilla 
back to the rank of Sergeant, his rank 
before Lantigua took office. The new 
mayor also made good on his promise to 
stop paying indicted police officers and 
city employees, putting Bonilla on unpaid 
leave of absence till the resolution of his 

trial. The money Bonilla would be making 
will be held in an escrow account and paid 
to Bonilla if he is found not guilty and 
returns to work. Bonilla has been charged 
with embezzlement and extortion.

Rivera also said he will be demoting 
some superior officers promoted by Lanti-
gua to swell the ranks of patrolmen saying 
he plans on putting ten more patrolmen on 
the streets. 

A source close to Rivera said that he 
has already taken steps to demote Captain 
Scott McNamara back to Sergeant. McNa-
mara is president of the Superior Officers 
Union. McNamara was initially anti-Lanti-
gua and helped organize the recall petition 
against Lantigua last year. 

But after the recall failed, McNamara 
endorsed Lantigua. 

“Right now we have 2.4 superior of-
ficers per patrolman in the city,” Rivera 
said. “That’s way too many superior offi-
cers. We have more superior officers today 
than when we had 150 cops on street. We 
are top heavy. We need to change the way 
people think. This is not about going after 
superior officers it’s about doing what 
is best for the city. I am happy to have a 
conversation with them and I will listen to 
them but at the end of the day, I have make 
decisions based on what is best for the 
people of Lawrence.” 

FIRED: JUSTO GARCIA
Rivera fired Justo Garcia who was on 

paid leave after being indicted for stealing 
money from the city’s parking garages and 
depositing the money into then Mayor Wil-
liam Lantigua’s campaign account. Garcia 
is awaiting trial. 

FIRED RICHARD BERKE
Mayor Rivera fired Richard Berke who 

managed the city’s real estate, and was 
a former aid to Lantigua when he was a 
State Representative.

Several Lantigua hires that Rivera says 
he expects to terminate are: Lorenza Orte-
ga, reported to be Lantigua’s current wife 
and is a confidential secretary in the city’s 
Personnel Department; Andrys Castillo, 
who is the city’s recycling coordinator, 
and Gilda Duran who worked in the city’s 
Planning Department.

Rivera has not said whether he will fire 
Lantigua’s first wife whom he helped get 
a job as Head Meter Maid for the police 
department and then used her hire to evade 
paying child support, telling a judge that 
he got her a city job and he considered that 
act as equal to “supporting my family” 

Former Lawrence City Council Presi-
dent Patrick Blanchette who was Lanti-
gua’s confidant and Economic Develop-
ment Director left his post prior to Rivera 
taking office. 

CITY ATTORNEY’S OFFICE
Rivera stopped short of saying he would 

terminate City Attorney Charlie Boddy, but 
did say that he was going to have the City 

Tom Duggan 
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“People, Passion, Performance.” 
ALS & BLS AMBULANCE SERVICE 

CHAIRVAN MEDICAL TRANSPORT 

EMT TRAINING & COMMUNITY EDUCATION  
EMS EVENT DETAIL 

www.pridestarems.com 

GEORGETOWN - STATE

On December 30, 2013, at age 45, 
Georgetown Water Department employee 
and more importantly a friend to many, 
Scott Collin, lost a long courageous battle 
against scleroderma. 

Just a short time before he slipped from 
our earthly community, the town had ral-
lied to support Scott and his family, with a 
large fundraiser at the VFW. Large doesn’t 
begin to truly describe the event. The 
admittance line outside the door arched 
nearly to the military tank at the roadside. 
Unprecedented. As for parking, volunteers 
stood watch on a busy 133, with cars lined 
on both sides. Inside, the shock on Scott’s 
face was incredible as he gazed in shock 
at what seemed like a never-ending line of 
friends and neighbors pouring into the now 
cramped hall; Elbow-to-elbow, neighbor-
to-neighbor. 

Baskets, gifts, raffles, live Irish bagpipe 
musicians, DJ, auction, food that kept 
coming and coming…it was almost a 
never ending line of well wishers and sup-
porters, all who showed up to help raise 
‘Lungs for Scott’. 

The community then, and now, showed 
their hearts and tried to help. We can now 
but wish him peace, and strength for the 
family.

Knights of Columbus
Just as this paper hits the streets, the 

Knights of Columbus will be running the 
first-ever Georgetown Great Grand Sheep 
‘Pebbles’ Land Rush at the Knights of 
Columbus Council Home on 87 E. Main 
Street. The event is simple: you buy a 
square of land, the sheep visit your spot, 

and you win. Well, actually, the details are 
posted at www.SheepDEEDS.com. Alan 
and Maureen Aulson and their Great Rock 
Farm provided the fencing, sheep, and 
support for the upcoming event (and they 
also provided for a great grand live nativ-
ity scene which graced the Knights front 
lawn in December). The Knights make the 
use of their property free to non-profit and 
various town groups and families to hold 
gatherings, run events, have cookouts, etc., 
and perform a number of charity events 
and fun events throughout the year. The 
group is open to membership by all Catho-
lic gentlemen.

Medical Mal Practice Author
The Friends of the Georgetown Peabody 

Library are hosting a return visit of Dr. 
Paul Janson on Wednesday, January 29th, 
from 6:30 - 8 pm. Janson has recently 
published a medical mystery titled Mal 
Practice. Drop on in. Should be a nice 
event.

Bowling in Georgetown
Believe it or not, there is a hidden bowl-

ing alley, open erratic hours or by special 
request by your group by calling the 
owner George Perkins to set up an event 
or start or join a league, (978) 352-9895. 
It’s tucked in beside Georgetown Window 
and Door, behind the Georgetown Savings 
Bank. Don’t look for a sign, because there 
isn’t one, just an OPEN neon sign on the 
front window, sometimes on. George is a 
great guy and volunteers on many things 
in town. Give him a ring if you have a 
group and want to have a bowling alley to 
play in!

More details, as always, posted to www.
GeorgetownTODAY.org.

We Hated 2013  
Let’s hope for better in 2014

Lonnie Brennan 
VALLEY PATRIOT COLUMNIST

Covenants not to compete are contracts 
provided to an employee by an employer 
that are intended to limit and/or restrict an 
employee from working for competitors 
after the employment relationship is ter-
minated. They are sometimes given to the 
employee at the time of the employment 
offer, but in other situations given to the 
employee after the employee has already 
started to work. The employer views these 
contracts as protecting legitimate business 
interests. Specifically, the employer is 
trying to protect themselves from former 
employees, using their knowledge of 
the company, to take some hard earned 
business away from them. Of course, the 
employee often has a different view of 
the contracts and thinks of them more as 
a restraint on their freedom to work. Con-
sequently, Massachusetts Courts attempt 
to balance these legitimate, but sometimes 
conflicting, interests.

I think the best way to attempt to ana-
lyze these conflicting interests is to think 
of a filter, which the terms of the contract 
are required to pass through. The filter is 
composed of “reasonableness,” and each 
of the terms of the agreement must pass 
through the filter in order for the courts to 
enforce the agreement. The terms in most 
these agreements are “duration,” “scope,” 
and “location.” The term “duration” is 
pretty much self-explanatory, and simply 
means the length of time that the restric-
tions are in place. Typically, these lengths 
of time are periods between six months 
and two years, and prevent the employee 
from working for the competitor for the 
designated period. In order for the Court 
to find the duration of the restriction to 
be enforceable, the Court has to deter-
mine that within this specific situation the 
restriction is “reasonable.” The definition 
of “reasonable,” however, is clearly a task 
that keeps attorneys employed and often is 
hotly contested.

The second concept that has to pass 
the “reasonable” test is the size of the 
area the restriction applies to. A number 
of years ago, I had a case that provides a 
very simple example of this concept. It 
was a car dealership case and the restric-
tion within the agreement was 15 miles. 
The judge was Judge Zobel. He was a 
colorful man who was known for always 
keeping fresh flowers on his bench. He 
initially ruled that the distance of 15 miles 

was reasonable. He then went back into 
his chambers and came out with a map 
that had a legend that measured distance. 
On the spot, he then determined that the 
dealership that my client was working 
at was within the prohibited area. When 
we left the courtroom 5 minutes later, my 
client was unemployed. Oh well, you win 
some and lose some. Of note, with the 
development of internet sales this concept 
of geography has changed dramatically 
and is interpreted much more broadly than 
it used to be.

The third term that passes through the 
“reasonableness” filter is the concept of 
scope. An example of this is if a salesman 
works for a company that sells a particular 
product and leaves to work for a competi-
tor, but in the new job his responsibili-
ties do not include selling that particular 
product. In this case the restraint may not 
be enforceable since the company would 
have a difficult time attempting to show 
that they were protecting a legitimate 
business interest since, presumably, the 
salesman could not use inside information 
to unfairly compete if he were not selling 
the particular product.

Over the years, I have often had clients 
come in and indicate that they had heard 
that these contracts were not enforceable. 
Although the burden of proof is definitely 
on the side of the employer, courts do en-
force these agreements if they are drafted 
using a “reasonable” filter. If you have, 
or are being asked to sign, a non-compete 
agreement, it is a good idea to check with 
an experienced employment attorney be-
fore doing so. Remember, the only person 
who has legal rights is the person who 
knows what their legal rights are.

Attorney Timothy F. Stark, Esq. has over 
25 years of legal experience in Employment 
Law, Divorce Law, and Divorce Mediation, 
with backgrounds in both Human Resource 
Management and Psychology. Please feel 
free to contact him by calling (978) 685-8777 
or e-mailing him at info@timfstark.com. His 
law office is located at 805 Turnpike Street, 
Suite 101, North Andover, MA 01845.

Non-Compete Agreements

Attorney Timothy F. Stark, Esq. 
VALLEY PATRIOT GUEST COLUMNIST

Catering to all your needs
*Political Functions *Retirement  
*Graduations *Special occasions

615 South Union Street, Lawrence, MA
Phone: 978-687-9321 - Fax 978-687-9162
Across the street from the Valley Forum 
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METHUEN

Massachusetts House of  
Representatives: 2013 and 2014

Linda Dean Campbell 
METHUEN STATE REPRESENTATIVE

Last year was a very productive year for 
our Legislature and 2014 will bring forth 
necessary and spirited debate on some key 
issues to include ballot initiatives.

In 2013, the focus of the Legislature was 
upon the economy, trans-
portation, welfare reform, 
regulating compounding 
pharmacies, election laws, 
and increasing local aid. 
Here are some highlights: 

The Economy. The bud-
get passed by the Legisla-
ture:

 Increased funding for lo-
cal communities (including 
public schools), prevented 
scheduled tuition hikes 
at UMASS, and provided 
increased support to com-
munity colleges;

Funded a hefty reserve thereby main-
taining the highest bond rating in the his-
tory of the Commonwealth;

Funded the Manufacturing Futures Pro-
gram, and the Mass Works Infrastructure 
Program – to foster job creation for those 
of all skill levels.

Transportation:
The House rejected the Governor’s call 

to finance transportation expansion with 
a modest reduction in the sales tax and a 
large increase in the income tax rate that 
would have given Massachusetts the top 
income tax rate in the country; 

While I understand that investment in 
new public transportation infrastructure 

fuels growth, we have not been adequately 
maintaining our existing infrastructure. 
Road and bridge maintenance is a safety 
priority long neglected that must take pre-
cedence over new projects at this time; 

The Legislature increased funding for 
local road repair.

Compounding Pharma-
cies: In response to the 
meningitis outbreak of 
2012 linked to contami-
nated drugs, Massachusetts 
became the first state to 
pass comprehensive regula-
tions governing specialty 
pharmacies.

Welfare Reform: Fol-
lowing EBT reforms in the 
last budget, a House Bill in 
2013 expanded the scope of 
prohibited transactions in-
cluding foreign transmittal 

and increased funding for both electronic 
management and monitoring of welfare 
programs.

Housing and Heating: In response to 
the continued high levels of homelessness 
resulting from the recession, the House 
continues to fund policies that move the 
homeless from motel housing to less costly 
and better quality temporary shelter. The 
House also passed a bond bill for repairs in 
public housing across the state.

Veterans. The House passed two bills:
 One provides increased property tax 

relief, enhanced employment opportuni-
ties, and improved access to educational 
and health care support services for our 
Veterans; 

Having served as a Methuen City 
Councilor at Large for six years and as a 
School Committeeman for six years, I have 
been honored and humbled by the support 
entrusted to me by the voters of Methuen. 

While not ultimately victorious on Elec-
tion Day in the West District Council race, 
I want to thank everyone who expressed 
confidence in me on November 5th and 
helped in some way with my campaigns 
over the years. My opponents worked very 
hard and I wish them all the best as they 
serve the people’s business. I am not sure 
what the future holds for me, but I am truly 
blessed by my family, my children and my 
many friends. Plus, the Red Sox and the 
Patriots are having a very special year! 

However, I will remain vigilant in 
expressing my viewpoints periodically in 
The Valley Patriot about fiscal, educational, 
public safety and quality of life matters 
involving the community I deeply cherish. 
I will also not rule out a future run in the 
event that property taxes continue to rise 
astronomically, the municipal health care 
system continues to drain resources from 
the budget and unfairly targets workers, 
and unnecessary administrative positions 

are approved. 
For instance, I would encourage the 

newly sworn-in council in 2014 to proceed 
very carefully and lightly into any sub-
stantial and dramatic changes to the City 
Charter. I really thought the outstanding 
charter issues surrounding the length of 
the mayor’s 
term of 
office, the 
composition 
of the city 
council, and 
the length of 
a councilor’s 
term of 
office were 
thoroughly 
vetted, 
debated and 
voted upon 
by the duly 
elected char-
ter commis-
sion. 

Although 
I personally spoke in favor of permanent 
term limits being a major component of 
any charter reform package at a public 
hearing, the majority of the charter com-
mission decided otherwise and forwarded 

their recommendations to the people, who 
then resoundingly defeated the resolution 
at the ballot box. I would imagine the ab-
sence of a permanent term limits provision 
played a key factor in that demise. There-
fore, the most expedient action that the 
council could immediately entertain would 

be a Home 
Rule Petition 
authorizing 
permanent 
term limits, 
which I advo-
cated during 
this past cam-
paign.

While there 
were calls for 
management 
audits high-
lighted by the 
charter com-
mission that I 
would support 
and encour-
age the new 

council to adopt, under no circumstances 
would I ever support extending the term of 
office of mayor to three or four years. All 
we really have to do is look to the adjacent 
community of Haverhill, which has a simi-

lar two-year term of office for both mayor 
and city council. Although their elected 
officials are not subject to term limits, they 
are nevertheless accountable on the same 
ballot at the same time. Their system is 
working fine. Our system works fine and 
gives direct accountability to the voter 
every two years. If the system isn’t broken, 
why fix it?

By the same token, I would never 
advocate any efforts to stagger or extend 
the duration of a councilor’s term of office. 
I would also oppose changing the overall 
composition of the council, especially if 
God forbid, a councilor has a long-term 
disability or sickness preventing that 
individual from attending meetings and 
voting. The end result could easily be a 2-2 
tie vote stalling important council business. 
The voters of Methuen spoke loud and 
clear about all facets of the charter over the 
course of numerous televised public meet-
ings, hearings and competing reports and 
publications. 

It’s to be hoped that the councilors, 
serving as a co-equal branch in Methuen’s 
local government, won’t merely serve as an 
advisory board to the mayor on addressing 
our local constitution. In closing, I pledge 
to observe and comment in the months 
ahead on this and other items of interest.

The Journey Continues in The City of Methuen 
Ken Willette

VALLEY PATRIOT COLUMNIST

The second bill passed was a military 
bond bill that funds projects at our military 
installations across the state. Military 
installations and research are critical to our 
Massachusetts economy.

As I Look to 2014…
I anticipate healthy debate on two 

emerging ballot initiatives: the first per-
taining to the gas tax; the second pertain-
ing to casinos;

I will continue to advocate strongly for 
increased funding for the Gateway Cites 
program which greatly assists the commu-
nities of the Merrimack Valley.

We need more resources to treat sub-
stance abuse, especially closer to home, 
because it is the root cause of most of the 

violent and non-violent crime in our area. 
This, along with increased funding for 
public safety, is very important to ensure 
our quality of life here in the Merrimack 
Valley. 

Continued emphasis on local road im-
provement will remain a focus, along with 
continued support for many local school 
projects. 

Also most important in my opinion is 
a continued priority in the reduction of 
people unemployed and policies, such as 
unemployment insurance reform, that help 
our small business continue to recover 
from the aftereffects of the recession as 
they struggle to adapt to changes in health 
care laws. 

Team Zingales Helps Burned out Family
When Joe Zingales of Team Zingales at Remax Perferred in Methuen found out 

that Stephanie Santos and her children were burned out of their Monmouth Street 
home in Lawrence right before Christmas, and had lost everything, he did what Joe 
always does when there’s someone in need, he decided to pitch in and help. 

Joe immediately sprang into action with his sister Teresa Barcelos Zingales and 
started making phone calls to get his friends and business contacts to donate money 
and toys. 

“I”m very fortunate, my family is very fortunate and when we hear about people 
who are in need, especially kids at Christmas time we always feel as though we have 
to do something to help,” Zingales said. 

Just a few days before Christmas, Joe invited Stephanie to his office and asked 
her to bring her children. When they walked into the real estate office on Pleasant 
Valley Street Joe, Theresa and their staff were waiting with toys in hand and a check 
to make their Christmas bright. 
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EMPLOYMENT LAW
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CRIMINAL LAW
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Burglary/Robbery

DIVORCE
“Providing Experienced Legal Representation

in All Areas of Divorce Law”

TIMOTHY F. STARK
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Serving The 
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Fades
Clipper Cuts
Beard Trims

Shaves
Senior Discounts

Outlines

Hours
Mon: 9-4PM

Tues. & Wed: 8-6PM
Thurs & Fri: 8-8PM

Sat: 8-6PM
Sun: 9-4PM 

northernprocess@gmail.com

New Appetizers

Cheese Croquettes - Fried 
Cheese balls made with a variety 
of cheeses and herbs

 
Chicken Schnitzel - hand 

breaded cutlet in panko bread 
crumbs, served with a special 
house sauce

Lamb Shish Kebob: - juicy 
and tender lamb, seasoned to 
perfection

Baked Stuffed Peppers: - 
stuffed with hamburg, rice and 
fresh herbs

 
All entrees served with 3 

sides: homemade mashed 
potatoes, our irresistable french 
fries, or rice, vegetable of the day 
which is fresh and not canned, 
and your choice of a small salad 
or homemade soup of the day! 

Serving you for over 20 years & many more years to come! 
Great food, GREAT portions! All at a very reasonable price!

Aside from our dessert menu, 
we often have dessert specials, 
homemade by the owner:
Our Classic Cheesecake, 
(plain or with Strawberries)
Oreo Cookie Cheesecake
Chocolate Peanut Butter Cheese-
cake
Pumpkin Pie
Banana Cream Pie  
(our most popular pie)
Apple Walnut Cake
Chocolate Kahlua Cake
Chocolate Trifle
Pecan Pie

246 Broadway, Methuen (978) 683-7050

OPEN 
Mon - Sun
6am - 9pm

BREAKFAST SERVED ALL DAY!
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 SPORTS - SALISBURY

Letter from the Tomaselli Sisters
100% by Federal and State grant funds!!! We 
asked the Town to correct our tax bills, they 
wouldn’t and we had to go to court.

Here we are 19 years later, this is what is 
going on: the Town won in all the courts and 
in Land Court because they continued with 
the $80 Million Lie and gave the Court the 
wrong relevant dates. 

Even though Land Court Judge Gordon 
Piper knew there was no lien, which is a 
mandatory requirement to collect for an 
assessment, knew there was no project cost 
to recover, and knew there was no basis for 
the $7.8, the Town still won and with NO 
PAPERWORK to support their claims. Judge 
Piper actually wrote that he had “…plausible 
doubt on the propriety of those assessments 
for betterments” and admitted he had com-

peting views of the chronology 
that unfolded…and could not 
rule if the Town had a valid bet-
terment lien. 

So instead of allowing us a 
rehearing that we requested so 
we could clear the issues, he de-
cided to deny our requests and 
ordered us to pay by September 
30, 2013, $250,000 which was 
mostly the incorrect bills, inter-
est while the case was in Land 
Court for years and although it 
took the Judge almost 3 years 
to make a decision, and for the 
Town’s legal fees. 

These are the same attorneys 
who gave the wrong information to 

the Courts! It makes one wonder??? We ask 
how can a Town win with no documents to 
support their claims? The Town has since 
admitted that they have no records for $80 
Million, never received $72 Million from 
Federal and State grants, yet they continue 
with the $7.8M story now to the Bankruptcy 
Court Judge. 

Years after the EPA/DEP grant funded 
project had been completed in 1989, the 
figure of $7.8 Million suddenly material-
ized in 1992, yet had no basis in reality and 
was never related to any sewer project of 
any kind. In 1989 the Sewer Commission-
ers hired the law firm Kopelman and Paige 
as their financial advisors, they allowed the 
$7.8 million and told the Federal Judge that 
the sewer project was $80 Million rather 
than the truth which is $18 Million! 

Because of our case, new owners, will 
now be liable for assessment even though 
when there is a title search, and there is no 
lien at the Registry of Deeds, they will no 
longer have the protection given to them 
by law. Municipalities can collect for costs, 
when no local share cost exists. 

The only option to save our home and 
property was to file for Bankruptcy. Grace-
marie filed on September 30, 2013.

Other people in Salisbury lost businesses 
and property for costs that never existed.

Gracemarie and Joyce Tomaselli
Salisbury

Letter to Tom Duggan, Editor of the Valley 
Patriot,

We thank you for your quest to report the 
truth to your readers. You have devoted an 
enormous amount of time researching and 
reviewing government and court documents 
relating to the Town of Salisbury and their 
corruption scheme. 

After people read the August 2013 edition 
of the Valley Patriot, many people wondered 
who in the world are the “Valley Patriot 
Sleuth Sisters” in Salisbury. We are proud 
to say that it is us. Your informative and 
compelling September 2013 column “An $80 
Million Lie: Sisters Discover Sewer Project 
100% Paid for with Grant Money” and your 
subsequent columns expose the corruption 
and cover-up in Salisbury. 

Although what happened 
started many years ago, it is 
ongoing. 

This is a basis of what 
transpired. We had a dream to 
open our restaurant. In March 
1991 we bought restaurant 
property in Salisbury. The 
Town delayed us from open-
ing for 18 months resulting 
in loss of business income 
for two summer seasons, due 
to the town’s extensive and 
many unnecessary permitting 
demands. On September 12, 
1992 Mangia…a Café-Restau-
rant opened; it was beautiful, 
full of warmth, delicious food and lots of 
love. We received rave reviews. 

 On December 30, 1994, without notice, 
the Town revoked all our business licenses 
because they claimed we “violated the 
bylaw” because of taxes due. Contrary to 
what the town has stated, the truth is the 
town unlawfully revoked all our restaurant 
licenses. The Town violated their own bylaw, 
as we complied with the by-law as we paid 
11 payments amounting to $4,775 in real 
estate taxes in the prior 12 month period 
and did not refuse or neglect to pay taxes 
in 1994. The Town halted all our earned 
income overnight, destroyed our livelihood 
and restaurant business investment. They 
impoverished us. 

It has been 19 years this month that we 
were forced to close our wonderful restau-
rant. We pled with the Board of Selectmen 
and Town Manager in January 1995 to please 
allow us to continue to operate our restau-
rant. They refused. 

The amounts they claimed we owed didn’t 
seem accurate. We started asking questions 
and checked to see where our tax payments 
were applied. We discovered that our tax 
payments were misapplied, our sewer user 
bills were calculated improperly with thou-
sands of dollars in errors and were charged a 
sewer for the marsh lot and there was no lien 
at the Registry of Deeds when we bought our 
property. It was years later that we discov-
ered our $18 million sewer project was paid 

 In the first month of the fourteenth year 
of the new millennium (2014) reflecting 
on this past month, Fenway Park held 
their 11th annual Christmas at Fenway on 
December 14, 2013. … at Fenway Park. 

 Walking around the park to enter the 
101-year old stadium at Gate B, a mascot 
named Big League Brian (Brian Dwyer) 
who was dressed in a Red Sox uniform on 
stilts was greeting fans hanging out near 
a Christmas tree placed outside the Royal 
Rooters club.

 Stating the fact that he has been on 
stilts since 2002 and did some balancing 
and juggling acts a few times a year be-
fore that, Dwyer said he is roughly 10-feet 
tall on stilts as he is typically 5’8. 

 “I have played basketball in these 
stilts,” said Dwyer. “It’s the only way I 
can dunk. I’m still a better baseball player 
on stilts than a basketball player. Football 
is not bad either but baseball is probably 
the best sport I can play on stilts.”

 Growing up in Somerville, Dwyer said 
he is a big fan of the Red Sox as it would 
be nice to see them win back-to-back ti-
tles. Reminiscing about the time he caught 
a foul ball off of Gary Ward of the New 
York Yankees in his teenage years, he said 
everyone was clapping and cheering really 
loud. Looking around at what everyone 
was all excited about, Dwyer 

Talking about who the Red Sox should 
acquire in the off season, Dwyer said, 
“I hear Robert De Niro is a good actor, 
Al Pacino, Dustin Hoffman, I think they 
could do a really good job.” Telling Big 
League Brian that De Niro could play in 
the infield he said, “De Niro would just 
stand at the plate and say, ‘Are you throw-
ing at me, are you throwing at me, are you 
throwing at me? I don’t see anybody else 
here, are you throwing at me?’” Pulling 
off De Niro’s voice really well, Dwyer 
laughed and said it would be a great strat-
egy because everyone would walk him. 

Christmas at Fenway is an event that 
brings Red Sox personnel, fans and play-
ers together before the holiday season 
actually takes place. It is a time to reflect 
on the season that just wound up to bring 
another World Championship to Boston 
coming off a haunted 2012 season. … 

“From Worst to First” as everyone calls it 
is what it is. 

 As Red Sox side line reporter Jenny 
Dell interviewed Red Sox pitcher Craig 
Breslow, Pitching Coach Juan Nieves, 3B 
Coach Brian Butterfield among others, 
fans were able to step up to the micro-
phone to ask questions as well.

 Asking Nieves what he feels of his 
transition from being a Pitching Coach 
with the Chicago White Sox to the Boston 
Red Sox he said it was only a matter of 
changing his sox as he said, “Boston is a 
great city and I was proud to have the op-
portunity of joining the Red Sox.”

 Bringing up the career he had as a 
pitcher with the Milwaukee Brewers from 
1986-88, Nieves said, “Andrew Miller 
resembles me as a player the most.” He 
chipped in that Miller is a little bigger 
than he was back in his playing days but 

Shawn Hansen is a Real Estate Agent 
at Century 21 Advance Realty in Medford, 
MA. If you are looking to list your home, 
sell your house or buy a house call him at 
1-781-395-2121 extension 227 or send an 
email to shawnhansen@c21advance.com. 
Along with The Valley Patriot, Hansen also 
writes for the Tewksbury & Wilmington Ad-
vocate newspapers.

Christmas at Fenway
Shawn Hansen 

VALLEY PATRIOT SPORTS COLUMNIST

456 N. Broadway - Rte. 28, Lawrence - www.broadwaytire-auto.com

VALLEY PATRIOT 
APPROVED

Burlington resident Mark Volpe said 
he felt Big League Brian was A LOT 
taller than Bill Walton.

PHOTO: SHAWN HANSEN
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NEWBURYPORT

The Dragons Nest, The Place that Brings Smiles to all Ages 

The Dragons Nest, located at Market 
Square in Newburyport, has been bringing 
smiles to children of all ages since 1982. 
The Seim Family has owned and operated 
the Dragons Nest, continuing their family 
traditions of well thought gifts for all occa-
sions with a simple logic: “ I love kids, and 
toys, and believe in the power of play”, says 
owner Kristen Seim. “Owning the Dragon’s 
Nest, a place that incorporates all three, is a 
dream. Toys can be such a part of a child’s 
learning, and social experience. I love select-
ing the toys to carry in the store, and helping 
customers select the perfect gift. My custom-
ers and employees make this my dream job!”

At the Dragon’s Nest, they encourage 
their customers to play in-store with demos 
including a train table, Calico Critter house, 
game demo table, and Lego play table. 
They offer a wide selection of games, arts & 
crafts, science, Lego, Playmobil, children’s 
books, plush and novelty items. Bringing joy 
to everyone that passes through the doors of 

the Dragons Nest, you will find their staff as 
friendly as your family, helping you find that 
special little someone a gift that they will 
continue to enjoy for many years to come.

In 2006, Kristen Seim took the reins of the 
Dragons Nest from her father and brought 
the store to the 21st century, but still kept 
the original allure that has brought many 
people in there for generations. The Dragon’s 
Nest toy store in downtown Newburyport is 
a magical and creative retail establishment 
that enjoys customers and children with our 
warm and friendly staff of trained toyolo-
gists with the longest employee of 20 years, 
and continues to provide a positive shopping 
experience and welcome all to enjoy what 
the Dragon’s Nest has to offer. 

With only the very best quality of prod-
ucts, the Dragon’s Nest offers toys that 
stimulate the imagination, challenge the 
mind, increase and hone motor skills, and 
promote creativity and fun. Our toys range 
from classic and timeless, to modern and 
totally cool. The Dragon’s Nest has a wide 
collection of toys that will enrich a childhood 
no matter what age. 

Their motto is: Toys, Games and Wonders 
for all ages. The focus has been to provide 
toys, and help engage children to use imagi-
native toys. In doing so, the Dragon’s Nest 
has many favorites including Calico Critters, 
Lego’s, Kites, Science Kits, Bath Toys, T.Y, 
Gund, Corolle Dolls, Thomas the Train, 
Picture Books, Magnets, Night Figures, Cars, 
Trucks, Children’s Music, Hello Kitty and 
much more!

With two shopping levels, the first level 
is surrounded by novelty items, and younger 
children’s collectables including soft plush 
animals, princess dresses and accessories. 
The second level is 4+ with games, arts and 
crafts, and things to do inside and out! The 
Dragon’s Nest also continues to touch the 
community with generous support to local 
non-profits, and the Newburyport Educa-
tional Foundation, and Dare House.

Come shop the best little toy store in 
Newburyport and find that perfect little 
treasure that you know your little one will 
love! – The Dragons Nest, 31 Market Square 
in Newburyport, MA, 978-462-8802.

Rebeccah Pearson 
VALLEY PATRIOT COLUMNIST

Firehouse Center for the Arts: Market 
Square in Newburyport MA 01950 

www.firehouse.org 
New Works Festival 2014: Fri & Sat, Jan 

24 & 25 / Fri & Sat, Jan 31 & Feb 1
Since 2002, The Firehouse Center for the 

Arts and the New Works Festival have fos-
tered the development of New England writ-
ers, directors, and actors. Providing insight 
on the play-writing process from conception 
to presentation, this festival allows us to 
share with the community a rare and special 
look at the abundant talent that surrounds us. 
Submitted plays are judged by an indepen-

Arts and Entertainment in Newburyport for January, 2013

dent panel of theater professionals in blind 
readings. This past year’s panel consisted of 
five members of the theatrical community. 
Full-length plays are performed as staged 
readings, and ten-minute and one-act plays 
are memorized.

17 State Street Café: 17 State 
Street in Newburyport MA 01950 
www.17StateStreetCafe.com

Joe Hanley Live Music Jan. 17 @ 7pm - 
9pm

Beats, burgers and brews present Joe 
Hanley. After spending the past 20 years 

.com
Rebeccah Pearson 

VALLEY PATRIOT NEWBURYPORT COLUMNIS

playing around New England in his bands 
Beyond The Pale and more recently The 
Foggy Duo, Joe Hanley is getting back to his 
solo acoustic roots once again. Joe plays a 
diverse mix of tunes including original mate-
rial, “deep cuts”, and classic favorites. “I’m 
excited about reconnecting with folks in the 
solo setting. The band and duo are still active 
and fun so this format will just fill out my 
musical palette. It’s been fun learning some 
great tunes people love but may not hear 
very often. And playing solo will facilitate 
pulling out some of my original tunes.

 Altered Trio Live Music January 18 @ 7 
pm - 9 pm

Beats, Burgers and Brews present the Al-
tered Trio. Altered Trio features three of the 
best-kept secrets of the North Shore, Drum-
mer Yuriana Sobrino, Bassist Andy Dow, 
and Guitarist Dan Searl. Yuri, Andy, and 
Dan together use their improvisational skill 
to maneuver their way through jazz classics, 
showing the audience a new approach to 
jazz improvisation along the way. All three 
members have a strong background in jazz 
and are also all Berklee College of Music 
alumni. Sobrino graduated on a full scholar-
ship from Berklee College of Music where 
she had the opportunity to work with jazz 
masters Danilo Perez, Gene Perla, and Jerry 
Bergonzi. Born in Veracruz, Mexico, Yuri’s 
playing transcends all genres and shows 
her immense knowledge of world and jazz 
rhythms. Dow, also a Berklee Alumni, has 
spent the past years sharing the stage with 
some of Boston’s best jazz musicians such as 
Nat Mugavero, Jeff Galindo, Phil Grenadier, 
Jerry Sabatini, Chris Veilleux and Shawn 
Berry. Searl, a 2012 finalist in Lee Ritenour’s 
Six String Theory Guitar Competition and 
2013 Berklee Graduate, has worked with 
Boston greats such as George Garzone and 

guitar virtuoso Tim Miller.
Artty Raynes Live Music January 24 @ 7 

pm - 9 pm
Carl Cacho Live Music January 25 @ 7 

pm - 9 pm
Beats, burgers and brews welcomes back 

Carl Cacho. “Blessed with a poet’s insight 
and a soothing, expressive voice, Cacho 
touches on elements of country-blues and 
Harry Chapin style story-telling. Hon-
est, emotive and finely crafted.” Northeast 
Performer Carl Cacho has firmly established 
himself as one of the most talented and re-
spected singer/songwriters in New England. 
Boston Music Award Nominee for Outstand-
ing New Singer/Songwriter, winner of the 
Rose Garden Coffeehouse Singer/Songwriter 
Competition and finalist in both the Tel-
luride Troubadour and Sierra Songwriter’s 
Festival songwriting contests, his songs and 
disarming performing style have made him a 
favorite at venues across the Northeast. Folk 
legend Tom Rush personally selected Carl 
to perform with him at a “Club 47” show at 
Harvard University’s Sanders Theater and 
Carl was invited to participate in the Fifth 
Annual Martha’s Vineyard Singer/Songwrit-
er Retreat, started by Christine Lavin.

Carl got his start among the open stages 
of the fertile New England folk scene 
while still a teenager in the late 1980’s. He 
developed his unique brand of songwriting 
throughout his early 20’s, while working as 
a social worker and living in Colorado, New 
York, Michigan and Massachusetts. It was 
as a graduate student of social work in Ann 
Arbor, Michigan, that Carl began perform-
ing professionally, becoming a regular at the 
world-renowned venue, “The Ark.” With 
encouragement from two of his earliest he-
roes, Ellis Paul and Catie Curtis, he decided 
to return to New England to further hone 
his craft. He has since become a featured 
performer at some of the most prestigious 
venues in the area, including Club Passim, 
The Muse at the Grey Goose, Johnny D’s 
and dozens of others.

Windham Professionals, Inc. is a national debt management 
company with offices located in Salem, NH and Woburn, MA. 
We are family owned and operated, looking for professionals 
like you to join our winning team!

Student Loan and Commercial Collections Wanted!

RESPONSIBILITIES would include the following:
* Contact consumers via telephone to collect outstanding debt
* Resolve consumer disputes within state and federal regulations
* Follow up on promised payments
* Maintain assigned accounts

EDUCATION and/or EXPERIENCE:
* High School diploma or general education degree (GED)
* Related collections, telemarketing, sales experience a plus
* High level of communications skills a must

POSITION BENEFITS:
* Casual dress attire and flexible scheduling
* Competitive pay and bonus potential
* Outstanding benefits

WANT TO APPLY?
* Resumes are welcomed year round at hr@windhampros.com

380 Main Street, Salem, NH 03079 800-969-0059 EOE/AA Employer

Windham Professionals, Inc. is a national debt management 
company with offices located in Salem, NH and Woburn, MA. 
We are family owned and operated, looking for professionals 
like you to join our winning team! 

Student Loan and Commercial Collectors Wanted! 

RESPONSIBILITIES would include the following: 
• Contact consumers via telephone to collect outstanding debt 
• Resolve consumer disputes within state and federal regulations 
• Follow up on promised payments 
• Maintain assigned accounts  

EDUCATION and/or EXPERIENCE:
• High school diploma or general education degree (GED) 
• Related collections, telemarketing, sales experience a plus 
• High level of communication skills a must 

POSITION BENEFITS:
• Casual dress attire and flexible scheduling
• Competitive pay and bonus potential
• Outstanding benefits

WANT TO APPLY?
• Resumes are welcomed year round at hr@windhampros.com

380 Main St. Salem, NH 03079 800.969.0059 EOE/AA Employer 

The refuge consists of 4,662 acres (1,883 
hectares) of diverse upland and wetland habitats 
including sandy beach and dune, shrub/thicket, 
bog, swamp, freshwater marsh, salt marsh 
and associated creek, river, mud flat, and salt 
panne. These and other refuge habitats support 
varied and abundant populations of resident and 
migratory wildlife including more than 350 species 
of birds and additional species of mammals, 
reptiles, amphibians, insects, and plants.

http://www.newburyportguide.com/Parker-River-
National-Wildlife-Refuge-Newburyport-Guide.html

Parker River National Wild Life Refuge & Sanctuary!
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Broadhurst Tabit LLP
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

45 OSGOOD STREET
METHUEN MA 01844

(P) 978-327-5128
(F) 978-327-5144

Arthur J.
Broadhurst

email: broadhursttabit@broadhursttabit.comcastbiz.net

METHUEN - LAWRENCE

BUSINESS HOURS: Mon-Fri: 9-5pm, Sat: 8-12pm
Or any time by appointment.

1111 Riverside Drive, Methuen, MA 01844
Email Us at info@valley-monuments.com

Phone: 978.685.8500 - Fax: 978.685.8510

Monuments 
Cemetery Lettering 

Markers 
Carvings 

Sculptures, & Etchings 
Monument Cleaning
Landscape Granite 

Accessories

www.valley-monuments.com

















 

 




































































354 Merrimack St., at Sal’s Riverwalk  
Lawrence, MA 01843

Tel. 978.685.9700 * Fax 978.685.9701
MA Mortgage Broker #MB 4520  

• Licensed by the NH Banking Dept.
ME#CSO11110 * NMLS ID 1964

www.firstinteg.com

24-hr. -Cell: (978) 771-2906

Steve  
Sirmaian

Chief Operations  
Manager
MLO 3520

steve@firstinteg.comSteve@firstinteg.com

1111 Riverside Drive, Methuen, MA 01844
Email Us at info@valley-monuments.com

Phone: 978.685.8500 - Fax: 978.685.8510

Monuments 
Cemetery Lettering 

Markers 
Carvings 

Sculptures, & Etchings 
Monument Cleaning
Landscape Granite 

Accessories

BUSINESS HOURS: Mon-Fri: 9-5pm, Sat: 8-12pm
Or any time by appointment.

www.valley-monuments.com

ROYAL House of ROAST BEEFROYAL House of ROAST BEEF
464 Lowell St - Methuen

All tips are donated to someone in need @ St. Anne’s Orphanage

Home made (house) dressing!

Pizza, Exceptional Seafood, 
Subs, Hot Sandwiches, 

Hamburgers, Salads 

Pizza, Exceptional Seafood, 
Subs, Hot Sandwiches, 

Hamburgers, Salads 

Family Owned!
20 years in the community

(978) 794-4996(978) 794-4996

OPEN
Sun to Wed -  10:30AM-9PM

Thurs to Sat 10:30AM - 10PM

OPEN
Sun to Wed -  10:30AM-9PM

Thurs to Sat 10:30AM - 10PM

advertise in the Valley Patriot
Call 978-771-4091

See our ad rates at valleypatriot.com

Subs - Lunch - Dinners - Ice Cream - Slushies - Desserts - Hot Coffees & Sodas

STAR Pizza

15 First Street - N. ANDOVER - Across from Town Hall - Downtown

Family Restaurant

WE DELIVER!
... BREAKFAST TOO!!!

Catering Services  
Available

(978) 683-0472(978) 683-0472
Fax (978) 689-4966

BREAKFAST SERVED!!
6am-3pm

www.Starpizzaofnorthandover.com

 MORE BANG FOR YOUR BUCK

Ellen Anna 
Wright

CPA & Attorney at Law

“Your One-Stop 
Law Office”

1830 Main St., Tewksbury
(next to Planet Fitness)

978-851-2291
www.getmemyrefundnow.com

Specializing In:
•	Tax	Debt	Settlement
•	Divorce	&	Family	Law
•	Personal	Injury
•	Worker’s	Compensation
•	Civil	Disputes
•	Real	Estate

$25
OFF

FREE
Legal Consultation

with this coupon

Tax 
Return

with this 
coupon

Max Tax 
Refunds!

Compare 
our prices 

to H&R 
Block

Translator available by appointment

ANY DATE (EXAMPLE: 2012) 
ENGRAVED $75

SIMILAR SAVINGS ON 
ALL ENGRAVING

COLIZZI MEMORIALSCOLIZZI MEMORIALS
Michael A. Colizzi: President
217 Merrimack Street, Methuen, MA 01844
(978) 674-7035 * Fax: (978) 674-7037
Colizzimemorials@comcast.net
www.colizzimemorials.com

Colizzi Memorials is committed to helping famliles capture the spirit of their 
loved ones by building beautiful, lasting tributes that will stand the test of time. 

Merrimack Valley’s Premier Memorial Provider

We are independently Owned and Operated. 
NOT affiliated with any other Corporation

MONUMENT SALES
CEMETERY LETTERING

BRONZE, MARKERS
CIVIC MEMORIALS

MAUSOLEUMS
COLUMBARIUMS

MONUMENT CLEANING Quality Craftsmanship
at Affordable Prices

15 PELHAM STREET, METHUEN  
(978) 794-4321

82 PLAISTOW ROAD, PLAISTOW, NH  
603-382-9644

92 WEST BROADWAY, DERRY, NH 
603-425-1995

PEST-END, INC.

Quick, reliable service since 1977

* ANTS * COCKROACHES * TERMITES 
* FLEAS * SILVERFISH * RATS * MICE  

* BEES, ETC 

Specializing in the control of

EXTERMINATORS
(978) 794-4321

(800) 287-4321
We Make Ants Say “UNCLE”
• General Pest Control For Over 40 Pests
• Residential Interior & Exterior Services
• Home Protection Plan 
 (Yearly Interior & Exterior Agreement)
• Exterior Protection Plan 
 (Yearly Exterior Agreement)
• VA & FHA Wood Destroying Insect Report 
 (Received Day Of Service)
• Bee, Wasp, Hornet & Yellow Jacket Treatments
• Sentricon Termite Elimination System
• Termite Treatments
• Preconstruction Treatments
• Mold Prevention
• Squirrel Trapping
• Food Processing Facilities

We Specialize 
in BedBugs

VISIT OUR LOCATIONS IN MA & NH

15th Essex (Methuen & Haverhill)
Room 237, The State House

Boston, MA 02113
www.statereplindacampbell.com

Representative.linda.campbell@gmail.com
Linda.Campbell@mahouse.gov

617-722-2305

Linda Dean Campbell
State Representative 



January - 2014               The Valley PaTrioT    13

facebook.com/valleypatriot

METHUEN - NEW HAMPSHIRE

Methuen teenager Josh Flagg entered 
his first Rubix Cube contest in April 
of 2011 at Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology. His second competition 
was at Harvard where he competed in a 
four by four Rubix Cube. In total, Josh 
has competed in 26 Rubix Cube tourna-
ments across the country including the 
“worlds” competition at the Rivera in 
Las Vegas last summer, placing 42nd 
out 650 competitors from across the 
globe. 

Of the 650 competitors, Josh was one 
of only sixteen Americans to compete.  
Thirty-seven countries were represented 
at the “Worlds” competition. 

The biggest competition prior to that 
was about 210 people,” Josh said. “in 
the second round at ‘worlds’ there were 
about 250 people. It was enormous!”

Josh placed 42nd in the first round, 

47th in the second round and 55th in the 
third round and placed 45th overall. 

In the competition. each person gets 
the same scrambled pattern to solve in 
order to make it fair. 

Josh said that he watched a tutorial¬ 
online once about how to solve the cube 
and was fascinated with solving it. 

Once he mastered the normal three by 
three Rubix Cube, he started to practice 
on four-by-four cubes and then graduat-
ed to twelve-by-twelve cubes and even 
bigger puzzles of various shapes. 

“He has practiced so much I’d say he 
has done at least a million solves since 
he started,” Josh’s father Scott said 
beaming with pride. “He’s a smart kid 
and he has this ability to look at things 
and solve them in his head.”

“He will just sit there and do a hun-
dred solves because it only takes him 
about ten second a piece,” his mother 
Judy added. 

Tom Duggan 
VALLEY PATRIOT PUBLISHER

Please Help Mitch and His Family

Attorney’s Office fully staffed to handle 
lawsuits against the city and collective 
bargaining negotiations. 

Instead of spending all this money on 
outside law firms to represent the city, I 
think we need to stop that and bring on 
enough attorneys to handle those issues in-
house. I don’t mind paying an outside firm 
for something special like certain collec-
tive bargaining issues, but we need to cut 
back on that,” Rivera said. 

Rivera did not say whether he would 
retain the Law Firm of DiAdamo and Di-
Adamo which handles the city’s worker’s 
compensation claims and was initially 
fired by Lawrence Mayor Mike Sullivan 
after losing the Andrea Traficanti case, 
but was rehired by Lantigua shortly after 
taking office. 

JUST THE BEGINNING
“Right now I am trying not to bite off 

more than I can chew,” Rivera told The 
Valley Patriot.

“I want to proceed in a very progres-
sive manner. I don’t want to do everything 
in one shot and then have a mess on my 

hands where I have to go back and fix 
things later on.”

Rivera says that having State Receiver 
Jeff Riley running the city schools and 
Financial Receiver Robert Nunes running 
the city’s finances “makes my job easier, 
actually.”

He said he thinks Jeff Riley is doing 
a good job running the schools and that 
“he is making progress. What he is doing 
is working and I want to support him in 
any way I can. Having the receivers here 
doesn’t deter me from leading. At the end 
of my term, in fact by the middle of my 
term I want people to be able to look at 
Lawrence and say, ‘Hey, Lawrence is be-
ing governed appropriately and we do not 
need a state receiver here anymore.’”

“Either way, the people of Lawrence and 
the state taxpayers need to know that it’s 
a new day in Lawrence and we are here to 
serve the people, not ourselves.”

Rivera concluded by saying that he is 
giving up Mayor Lantigua’s parking space 
next to city hall and will be letting his 
employees of the month use that spot.

Methuen Teen Josh Flagg Vying 
for National Rubix Cube Champ

DAN RIVERA: FROM PAGE 6

My nephew, Mitch Wilson, suffered 
devastating injuries at the beginning of 
October 2013. While up at University of 
New Hampshire, enjoying his junior year 
as a pre-med student, he consumed some 
type of caustic poison that severely burned 
his mouth, trachea, stomach and large 
intestine, he also suffered a collapsed lung. 
He was in Massachusetts General Hospital 
for 8 weeks and in that time he had been 
admitted to Surgical ICU on three different 
occasions totaling almost three weeks. He 
had a tracheotomy procedure shortly after 
arriving at the hospital to give his trachea 
time to heal. He also had a feeding tube in-
serted due to the extensive damage caused 
by this horrible incident. While at Mass 
General he underwent an operation where 
the surgeons had to remove a portion of 
his stomach due to the extensive damage it 
sustained. The surgeons tried to avoid the 
total removal of his stomach, hopefully it 
won't come to that. During his stay in the 
hospital Mitch had many different scope 
procedures on his trachea and bronchial 
airways. During one of the trachea proce-
dures the doctors did not know that Mitch 
actually had pneumonia at the time. While 
under general anesthesia Mitch's blood 
pressure dropped (due to the pneumonia) 
and he went into cardiac arrest. The doc-
tors revived him but he ended up back 
in the Surgical ICU for a week. It was a 
devastating set back and one of the scariest 
moments in our family's history. 

Mitchell is a great kid and a true fighter. 
Even with everything that was going on, 
and all his medical issues, he still greeted 
everyone who came to visit him with a 
smile. Due to having a tracheostomy in 
place, and the extensive damage to his tra-

chea, he is still unable to speak. Commu-
nication is difficult because he is limited 
to a writing his thoughts on a white board 
or having his visitors read his lips. Before 
this accident happened he was a happy and 
healthy 20 year old college student, living 
his life away at college and enjoying every 
moment. At this point he is staying posi-
tive and has a great attitude, the doctors 
and nurses love him and refer to him as 
their "best patient". He never complains, 
he never feels sorry for himself, he just 
does what the doctors and nurses need 
him to do to recover. That is just how he 
is, always positive and very determined. A 
few weeks ago Mitch was finally released 
from the hospital and is healing at home. 
He still has a long road ahead of him and 
the healing process will take a long time. 

I am reaching out to everyone because 
his family needs your help. My sister Deb, 
Mitchell's mom, had spent every possible 
waking moment with Mitch while he was 
in the hospital. Because of this she was un-
able to work and her income, and her fam-
ily, are suffering. We are happy that Mitch 
is home now but he needs constant care 
and my sister is still unable to work. Every 
week Mitch is seen by a visiting nurse and 
a physical therapist, he also needs special 
food (since he is still on a feeding tube), 
medication, medical equipment, etc, and 
all these costs add up.

Please find it in your heart to help 
Mitchell and his family. He is fighting 
daily, and hourly battles trying to recover 
from his injuries. The last thing his family 
needs to worry about are financial issues.

Thank you for reading his story and 
please pray for his health. 

To donate go to www.gofundme.com/
mitchfund

ROB YOUNG

RUBIX CUBE: PAGE 28
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    Carol’s Pet Care
Professional All Breed Grooming

        126-1 28 Main Street North Andover, MA 01845

978-794-0744  carolspetcare.com

Avery 5371

                           Celebrating 33 Years in
                                  North Andover
                          Service By Appointment

                              Celebrating 33 Years in 
	 	           North Andover                                                   
                            Service By Appointment

              You Always Get The Extras That
                    Make A Big Difference
                      Service By Appointment

Carol’s Pet Care
Professional All Breed  Dog & Cat Grooming

126-128 Main Street North Andover, MA 01845
978-794-0744   www. carolspetcare.com
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Celebrating 35 Years 
in North Andover

EDUCATION

Sponsored 
by Heavenly 

Donuts
Northern Essex Community College has 

a new career website for its students and 
alumni, and the college is inviting local 
businesses and nonprofits to create an ac-
count and add their jobs, internships, and 
volunteer positions to the site.

Once employers open an account, which 
is free and a simple process, they can 
manage posts for open positions and view 
student applicants’ profiles, resumes, and 
cover letters. Employers can access the site 
24 hours a day.

“We have over 7000 current students and 
tens of thousands of alumni,” said Ashley 
Bragger, staff associate, Northern Essex 
Career Connections. “NECClink, our new 
site, is the perfect way for employers to 
reach Northern Essex students and alumni.”

In addition to having benefits for employ-
ers, the site also addresses the needs of stu-
dents and alumni, who can create profiles, 
build resumes and cover letters, research 
careers and industries, apply for jobs and 

volunteer opportunities, and network with 
employers. Students can also connect their 
NECClink account with LinkedIn and other 
social media.

Deborah Andrews, of Opportunity 
Works, and a member of the college’s Oc-
cupational Advisory Board, was one of the 
first to create a NECClink account, and she 
describes the process as “easy.”

“NECClink is a convenient way to 
advertise jobs, internships, and volunteer 
opportunities, as it is available at your 
convenience, 24/7. The best part is the 
confidence we can feel knowing that these 
are NECC students and alumni, people who 
work hard and persevere to accomplish 
their goals,” said Andrews.

To open an account or for more infor-
mation, visit http://www.necc.mass.edu/
necclink-employers

If you have questions, contact Ashley 
Bragger at 978 556-3946 or abragger@
necc.mass.edu.

Jobs, Internships, and Volunteer 
Opportunities Wanted

Caruso & Caruso, LLP established in 1975 provides exceptional service to a broad and diverse 
clientele in the area to family clients in estate planning and estate administration, asset protec-
tion, real estate, personal injuries, and family law; to business clients in corporate formations, 
contract issues, business disputes, and employment law; to real estate clients in residential and 
commercial developments, zoning and land use law. Unique areas include newspaper, media, 
access issues, advertising and internet law; art law, defamation, privacy, and First Amendment 
law. Attorneys have represented clients in Superior, District, Probate and U.S. District Courts.

All of our lawyers share the goal of providing professional, personalized and creative repre-
sentation. We work closely with our clients to gain a thorough understanding of their objec-
tives and to respond to changing circumstances and demanding time requirements.
We are assisted by a capable staff of paralegals and support personnel. Our offices are quipped 
with state-of-the-art computer systems, enabling us to deliver efficient and timely service.

Attorney Peter J. Caruso
General Practice, Estate Planning , Real Estate

Corporate, First Amendment, Media Law, 
Family Matters, Estate Administration, Probate, Litigation

35 Years Experience

Caruso & Caruso, LLP
68 Main Street

Andover, MA 01810
(978) 475-2200

Pcaruso@carusoandcaruso.com
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building, I began introducing myself with-
out a real idea of why I was there exactly. I 
guess I just wanted to see first-hand a south-
ern local pound.

I’ve heard about them, and I’ve saved 
a lot of dogs from them, but I’ve never 
stepped foot in one before. I told the woman 
that I had some free time and that I would 
love to volunteer and help do anything 
that was needed: clean cages, walk dogs, 
help feed. She explained to me that the city 
didn’t allow “volunteers” but she could give 
me a tour. She showed me the cats and the 
kittens and then took me out back to my 
cup of tea: the dogs. There were about 40 
cages inside almost all of them were filled 
with dogs. Some contained mother dogs 
and her new puppies. Outside there were 
about 20 open air cages all FILLED with 
dogs; mostly black lab mixes (my favorite). 
Most of the dogs came to the front of their 
cage, tails wagging.

Others stayed laying down, the flies 
covering their faces so bad I couldn’t even 
see their eyes. There was a large stone pen 
that a few dogs were running around in. The 
shelter workers (inmates of the local jail) 
alternate the dogs from the cages to the pen 
so they can stretch their legs and have play-
time. When any new person walks through 
a shelter, the dogs go crazy, so of course I 
set them all off.

I was greeted with the sound I now 
dream about; the barks of dogs begging 
for a home; begging for me to save them. 
Surprisingly, I left the pound that day empty 
handed, but with a heavy heart.

I’m not sure what happened to the dogs I 
met that day. Most of them probably didn’t 
make it out alive. But seeing this first hand 
reminded me why I do what I do with 
regard to rescue and why I’m so passionate 

With 2014 fresh upon us, I want to wish 
all of you good health and much happiness 
this year. Like me, I’m sure many of you 
have a list of resolutions. If I may, I’d like 
to ask you to add a few things to your list: 
help out at a local shelter, become a foster 
home, donate to a LOCAL shelter or res-
cue, and ADOPT your next pet. I didn’t ask 
you to go the gym five times a week or eat 
more salads. My list for you was easy stuff. 
If you do just one, I promise you will feel 
really good about yourself.

As many of you know, my “real” job is to 
run my golf and baseball training aid com-
pany called SwingRite. My “moonlight” 
job in dog rescue is a passion and writing 
this column is a hobby and an outlet for me 
to share ideas with my faithful readers. One 
of my resolutions is to volunteer more. My 
friends and family might think I’m crazy. 
How can I possibly volunteer more than I 
already do? Well it’s easy and everyone can 
do it. Try putting it on your list this year. 
Here’s an example of what I mean.

A few months ago, I took a business 
trip to Columbus, Georgia to attend a golf 
convention. I was done setting up my booth 
at the venue and there was nothing else 
scheduled until the show started the next 
day. Instead of relaxing out by the pool or 
going shopping, I decided to head back to 
my hotel room and do a computer search 
for local dog shelters.

Several search results popped up and said 
they were only a few miles away. The first 
place I went to was Russel County Animal 
Shelter (aka the local pound) located just 
outside the Georgia border in Alabama. 
Upon arriving to the concrete, square, plain 
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The Importance of Training Your Puppy
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in wanting to teach people the importance 
of adoption. After my tour here, I asked 
the front desk if there was a shelter around 
that did welcome volunteers and they told 
me about East Alabama Humane Society 
(EAHS), about 5 minutes up the road.

PuppyWhen I arrived at EAHS, I went 
inside and was greeted by a friendly woman 
named Nichole Recktenwald who was out 
back cleaning dog cages. I told her where 
I had just come from and why I was there. 
She was one of the fulltime employees. She 
gave me a tour and told me about EAHS; 
they had just acquired the building (which 
was beautiful by dog shelter standards) and 
already had a great presence in the com-
munity. They had a lot of great dogs and 
puppies there.

Every run and cage was full. You might 
be wondering how a place like this gets so 
full. In a nutshell, they would be the ones 
to go to the local pound – like the one I had 
just come from (a kill shelter), pull dogs 
from there, bring them back to EAHS (a 
no-kill shelter) and find them homes OR 
people dump dogs there. That’s why it’s so 
important for people to go to EAHS when 
they are looking for their new best friend. 
The more empty cages they have, the more 
dogs facing death, they can save.

This is a perfect example of the phrase 
“adopt one, save two” that you might often 
hear rescue people say. When you adopt a 
dog, you are not only saving that dog, but 
you opened up a space in the shelter so 
another dog can now be taken in and saved. 
If there is anyone out there who still doesn’t 
get it, doesn’t understand what this means, 
or why rescue is so important, please email 
me so I can try and explain it better. It’s 
time that people GET IT. Okay, back to me 
at the shelter. Nicole wasted no time and 

put me to work.
I was assigned the job of spraying down 

the dog cots with soap and water. After this 
job, I went around to most of the kennels 
and took pictures of the gorgeous dogs that 
came to the front of their cells to greet me 
with wagging tails. I posted the pictures 
on my Facebook page. No sooner that they 
were posted, comments about how beauti-
ful they were came flooding in. If only this 
shelter was closer to home; all these dogs 
would have found homes in a heartbeat.

I went back to the shelter twice more 
after my initial visit. The next time I went 
back, I met Carolyn Lipford Harrelson, the 
founder of EAHS. She was so warm and 
welcoming; your typical sweet, southern 
hospitality. A few of us sat around outside 
in the hot Alabama sun, unwrapping do-
nated dog treats and putting them in airtight 
containers so bugs wouldn’t spoil them. 
I also met another friend that day, Nancy 
Odom. She was a volunteer who takes pic-
tures of the dogs at EAHS, significantly in-
creasing the adoption rate. I was surrounded 
by my new friends, Alabama accents and 
all. It’s funny how quickly people in dog 
rescue become friends. We were from total-
ly different parts of the country and had just 
met, but one thing united us: saving dogs. 
The sun went down and it was time for me 
to head back to my hotel, I had a business 
dinner to attend to. I couldn’t lose focus of 
why I was there in the first place.

SwingRite comes first, dog rescue sec-
ond. Although sometimes I wish it was the 
other way around…shhh!!

The next morning came and I was up 
early, excited to get my work done so I 
could head to EAHS. I looked at my sched-
ule and noticed I didn’t have to do anything 
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#4 - Fraud, Forgeries and Illegal Signa-
tures Found on Mayor Lantigua’s Nomina-
tion Papers, All approved By Lawrence 
Election Department

#3 - BREAKING… UPDATED … 
Medical Examiner Identifies Body Found 
in Methuen River

#2 - Methuen Police Arrest High School 
Student on Terrorism 
Charges

TIE #1 - BREAK-
ING…. Erin Cox Does 
Not Appear in Court for 
Possession of Alcohol, 
Attorney Says Family Not 
Authorizing Any Money 
to be Raised 

TIE #1 - Erin Cox 
Confesses to Drinking 
at Underage Party That 
Gained National Attention 
– The History of a Bogus 
Media Story That Never 
Happened.

NELSON MANDELA THE RACIST?
In this country, anyone who supports 

Voter-ID is called a “racist” by the media 
and the leadership of the Democrat party. 
Yet this photo (above) of Nelson Mandela, 
a hero of the Democrats and the media, 
was widely ignored by both groups as they 
lamented his passing as a hero and spent 
three days talking about Mandela’s politi-
cal positions and accomplishments. Nelson 
Mandela supported Voter-ID, and that’s 
good enough for me!

SOME PEOLE NEVER LEARN - 

LAWRENCE AWARDED $240,000 TO 
“COMBAT YOUTH VIOLENCE” AFTER 
“YOUTHS” IN THE PROGRAM COM-
MIT CRIMES ON DUTY. 

Massachusetts Governor Deval Pat-
rick’s administration through the Execu-
tive Office of Public Safety and Security 
announced once again that Lawrence will 

be receiving a $264,000 
grant. The grant is suppos-
edly aimed to combat high 
levels of youth violence 
and gang problems. 

You might think that 
state and local elected of-
ficials would have learned 
their lesson after three 
armed robbery suspects 
were arrested last Janu-
ary for invading a conve-
nience store on Boxford 
and South Union Streets 
with Halloween masks and 
guns, resulting in an armed 

standoff with police that ended peacefully. 
All three “troubled youths” were hired by 
Mayor William Lantigua in the Department 
of Public Works.

Then there was murder suspect, Is-
mael Calixto of Lawrence, who was also 
working for the City of Lawrence under 
an $800,000 ”Anti-Violence” grant called 
“The Safe and Successful Youth Initiative 
grant” to take criminal youths and give 
them city jobs. Calixto was on duty with 
the city back in November of 2012 when 

METHUEN LIONS CLUB Lawrence Police stormed the cemetery of-
fices with guns drawn and arrested Calixto 
on the spot. 

The Senator Charles E. Shannon Com-
munity Safety Initiative is a state grant 
program that is billed as a program to com-
bat gang violence “through coordinated 
programs for prevention and intervention.”

But not only did state officials not cancel 
this program in Lawrence given the vio-
lence committed by these poor “troubled” 
teens who had bad childhoods, this year 
our insane politicians decided to give 
Lawrence an additional $24,000 over last 
year’s grant. 

“I am pleased to see the City of Law-
rence awarded this grant through the Sena-
tor Charles E. Shannon Community Safety 
Initiative. This is funding necessary for the 
city to sufficiently address youth violence 
and crime.” Representative Diana DiZoglio 
said.

DiZoglio was not in office when the 
murderer and armed robbers were arrested 
last year and The Valley Patriot exposed 
the stories of how this grant actually gives 
criminals more opportunities to commit 
crimes. 

According to a press release, “The initia-
tive known as the Shannon Grant supports 
a coordinated approach to anti-gang task 
forces, targets enforcement resources 
through the use of crime mapping, focuses 
prosecution efforts, and assists programs 
aimed at successful reintegration of youth 
from juvenile detention. The grant also 
helps to fund programs that provide youth 
with supervised out-of-school activities.  

“The Shannon Grant funds great work 
every year to reduce levels of youth vio-
lence and gang problems.” Said Represen-
tative Frank A. Moran (D-Lawrence) who 
certainly should have known better, 

So, at least our faithful readers at The 
Valley Patriot know what’s coming next. 
You can bet within a few months we will 
be breaking another story of how a “poor 
troubled teen” on the city payroll killed, 
raped or robbed another poor victim, given 
the opportunity to do so by this “Shannon 
Grant”. And for those who don’t want to 
believe what I am telling you here in the 
January 2014 notebook, all I can say is, 
just wait. 

SENATOR IVES OFFICE HOURS
Friday, January 17th, Senator Kathleen 

O’Connor Ives will be hosting office hours 
in Haverhill between 1PM and 2PM pm.  
Office hours will be held at the Haverhill 
Public Library, Milhendler Room.  

Sen. Kathleen O’Connor Ives’ upcom-
ing office hours in Methuen - Senator Ives 
will be hosting office hours in Methuen 
on Friday, January 17 between 3PM and 
4PM. Office hours will be held at the 
Nevins Memorial Library, Trustee’s Room.  
Appointments are not required.  For any 
questions, please contact her office at (617) 
722-1604, or by emailing Christopher.

DOES CONGRESSMAN JOHN TIER-
NEY REALLY CARE ABOUT WOMEN?

Congressman John Tierney is always 
on script while on the campaign trail. His 
script, written by the DNC, always starts 
and ends with the “War on Women” saying 
that he is the only candidate who cares 
about women and will represent women’s 
concerns in congress. This is odd for a 
rich, old, white guy who knows nothing 
about being a woman. While many have 
questioned Congressman Tierney’s com-
mitment to “women” in past elections this 
year we are going to finally get an answer 
to their questions. You see, Tierney has a 
primary opponent this year named Marisa 
DeFranco who, as it happens, is an actual 
woman! If Congressman John Tierney has 
not been lying all these years about how 
critical it is to him that “women’s concerns 
be represented in Congress” he would 
walk the walk, put his money where his 
mouth is, drop out of the race and endorse 
Marissa DeFranco so that women in Mas-
sachusetts will have a real representative 
for their issues and concerns. Anyone think 
Tierney is going to do that? NO? Then why 
would any woman vote for this guy when 
everything he has said on the campaign 
trail for the last ten years has been a lie. 
Here’s the real question, will women in 
the Democrat party let him get away with 
it and vote for Tierney anyway, or will 
they take Tierney’s advice over the last ten 
years and “elect the candidate that will best 
represents women” by nominating Marisa 
DeFranco for congress? Ok we know Tier-
ney is a hypocrite on the subject of women, 
are you democrat women hypocrites too? 
We will see on primary day, 2014 when the 
results come in and the Democrats choose 
their nominee. 

TOP READ STORIES ON 
VALLEYPATRIOT.COM IN 2013
#13 TIE - Armed Standoff in Methuen 

ends Peacefully
#13 TIE - Massachusetts Law Enforce-

ment and FBI Seek “Merrimack Valley 
Bandit”, Armed and Dangerous

#12 - Lantigua Spends $32,178 of Tax-
payers Money to Fight $61 Public Records 
Request

#11 - Mayor Fires City Worker, Denies 
Unpaid Leave Time for Dying Wife

#10 - An $80 Million Lie: Sisters Dis-
cover Sewer Project 100% Paid for with 
Grant Money

#9 - Rivera Calls for Hiring Freeze, Will 
Stop Paying Indicted Police Officers

#8  -BREAKING….. ELECTION 
MACHINE “MISHAP” ERASES DATA 
ON ELECTION MACHINES IN LAW-
RENCE….

#7 - Lawrence’s Mayor Lantigua Pushes 
Candidate on Ballot Against Her Will – 
Will File Complaints with AG Coakley

#6 - Armed Robbery Suspects are Lanti-
gua Employees in Lawrence DPW

#5 - Malden Taxi Driver Says he Drove 
Tsarnaev Brothers With Backpacks

TOM DUGGAN’S NOTEBOOK
AROUND THE VALLEY

Pictured Left To Right Are 
Jim Angelone (Methuen 
1st VP)  Massachusetts 
Lions District 33N 1st Vice 
District Governor Joan 
Baptiste (Guest Speaker) 
Mark Danskin ( Dracut 
President) Sherry Hubbard 
(Tewksbury President )......
Held Their Yearly Meeting 
At The Of Italy Hall In 
Methuen

J & W Shoe Repair and Leather Service J & W Shoe Repair and Leather Service 
Winter is Almost HERE Refurbish your Uggs NOW!

All Kinds of Shoe  
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* Custom Shoe Dying  
* Orthopedic Shoes  

* Suitcase & Luggage Repair 
* All Kinds of Zipper Repair  

* Name Brand Pocketbook Repair 

Better QUALITY 
WORK than any 
other shoe repair 
shop BAR NONE!

Bring in this ad and get $5 off any shoe repair 

139 Main St., North Andover, (978) 685-2325 - OPEN: Mon. - Fri. 8:30 - 5pm & Sat. 8:30 - 4pm 

We  
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163 Howe St. - Methuen
978-693-2525
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Park, a senior community offering assisted 
living and state-of-the-art Alzheimer’s 
care, invites the public to a performance 
by guitarist Josef Norcera on Thursday, 
January 23 at 2:00 p.m. Methuen Village is 
located in the heart of downtown Methuen 
at 4 Gleason Street. For more information, 
call 978-685-2220 or visit www.Methuen-
Village.com.

TREBLE CHORUS AUDITION 
Are you a child who likes to sing?  

Please contact Anna S. Choi at tcne-
manager@treblechorusne.org or call 
978.470.8263 to schedule an audition 
for our Spring 2014 Season. Their four 
choirs are; Training, age 7-9, Concert, age 
9-13, Schola, age 13-18 and “My Own 
Voice”, our choir for those singers with 
special needs. Audition dates are Mondays; 
January 6th, 13th and 20th, 2014 between 
4:30-6:00 pm at the West Parish Church, 
129 Reservation Road, Andover, MA.  No 
preparation is needed for the audition. For 
more information about their upcoming 
concert dates or about the organization, 
please go to www.treblechorusne.org. 

METHUEN PACE PROGRAM
PACE at Nevins has announced the 

addition of Boston resident, Innokently 
Bakaev, MD “Dr. Kent” to its team.  Dr. 
Kent will be the Gerontology Specific 
Primary Care Physician at the newest 
PACE location at Nevins Adult Day Health 
Center, 12 Ingalls Court, Methuen. PACE 
(Programs of All-Inclusive Care for the 
Elderly) is dedicated to maintaining the 
health of older adults so they may continue 
to live in their homes independently in the 
community.  It provides multiple integrated 

AROUND THE VALLEY

The DiAdamo Law Firm, which is located next to city hall in Lawrence and which had made MILLIONS 
off the taxpayers over the last few dacades were fired by Lawrence Mayor Mike Sullivan because of 
all their conflicts, but were rehired by Willie Lantigua. Now there’s a new sheriff in town, Dan Rivera. 

Power@masenate.gov 
NECC ANNOUCNED CAMPUS  

CLASSIC 5K RUN ON MAY 3
Northern Essex Community College 

has announced the second annual Campus 
Classic 5K and Fun Run on Saturday, May 
3rd. The USATF certified 5K race will 
begin at 10AM on the college’s Haverhill 
Campus, 100 Elliott St., and wind through 
the campus and the surrounding residential 
neighborhood. Competitive runners—as 
well as novices and walkers—are invited 
to participate. Registration for the 5K is 
$25 before April 5; $30 after that date.  
Online registration will remain open until 
April 30.

Children ages 12 and under are invited 
to participate in the Fun Run which is 
organized by age group, with the first race 
beginning at 9 a.m.  Registration for the 
Fun Run is $10.  Following the race, there 
will be children’s activities including face 
painting and an obstacle course.

The first 200 5K registrants and the first 
50 Fun Run participants will receive t-
shirts.  5K Awards will be given to the top 
male and female overall plus age divisions: 
14 and under, 15-18, 19-25, 26-30, 31-39, 
40-49, 50-59, 60+.  All Fun Run partici-
pants will receive an award.

Since this is a Campus Classic, partici-
pants are encouraged to wear apparel from 
their own college as they run or walk.  
Proceeds from the race will benefit the 
NECC Annual Fund, which provides sup-
port for student scholarships and academic 
programs. For more information or to reg-
ister online, visit campusclassic5k.com or 
contact Lindsey Mayo, NECC director of 
alumni and donor relations, lmayo@necc.
mass.edu or 978 556-3621.

AUSTIN PREP HONOR ROLL
The following students have made the 

first-quarter honor roll at Austin Prepara-
tory School in Reading:

Dracut:  Distinction: Kristen Behrakis, 
Alexis Nichols, Honors: Austin Nichols, 

Haverhill:  Honors: Elijah Harris
Lawrence:  Honors: Gabriela Acevedo, 

Natalie Arenas, Gabriela Duran, Jay Gar-
cia, Emilyna Meas, Ashley Moore, Tuong 
Thai

Lowell:  Honors: Liam Donahue, Han-
nah Farley, Julia Fraser

Methuen:  Honors: Catherine Flagg, 
Anthony Pedro

North Andover:  Distinction: Megan 
Mahan, Honors: Christopher Applegate, 
Kevin Callahan, Mykala Green, Liam 
McLellan, Haley Norris, Alessandra Petro-
zza, Shuruthe Raju, Max Rieumont, Olivia 
Zdrojewski

HISTORIC CHANGE IN GROVE-
LAND GOVERNMENT 

On December 19, 2013 Governor Deval 
Patrick signed Senate Bill 1799  “An Act 
Increasing the Membership of the Board of 
Selectmen in the Town of Groveland.” The 
bill is now law, established as Chapter 184 
of the Acts of 2013. 

For the residents of Groveland this is an 
important step in a process that began two 
years ago with a citizen’s petition which 
then transformed into an advisory commit-
tee that Selectman Joe D’Amore participat-
ed in. With the help of citizens, D’Amore 
drafted the basic bill language that was first 
approved at Town Meeting on April 30th, 
2012 and now has been passed as a law 
to be effective in 90 days. Senator Bruce 
Tarr and State Representative Lenny Mirra 
sponsored the bill at the State House. 

The next step is for Groveland voters to 
decide by ballot question whether or not to 
increase the Board of Selectmen from three 
members to five. 

The state’s open meeting law poses 
unique problems for a three member board, 

NOTEBOOK: PAGE 30

NOTEBOOK CONTINUED

popular about 1860-1900. Many homes 
built in this period had some or most of 
the architectural designs that could be 
Victorian. Other designs for this period 
could be: Stick, Queen Anne, Shingle, 
Colonial, and Tudor Revival.

From about 1900 to the present, Prai-
rie, Craftsman, Modern, and Neolithic 

is a reflection of interest and taste of 
Andover’s home owners.

Many of the houses and the periods in 
which they were constructed, have had 
upgrades, additions, and improvements 
that change the personality of the prop-
erty. It is an ongoing reflection of change 
from the earliest days to the present.

with pitfalls in violating quorum.  There 
is a need for some key positions to be 
converted from elected to appointed. The 
“rule of 2” is a significant issue when only 
2 citizens can decide vital matters and bind 
the town in serious decisions. 

All told these are key aspects why resi-
dents should consider the merits of a five 
member board which will provide more 
equitable representation and shared respon-
sibility in governance. 

The opportunity for the voters to ulti-
mately decide the matter will present itself 
in this year. 

ACTIVITIES AT METHUEN VIL-
LAGE

Country Western Music with Tim Barrett 
at Methuen Village:  Methuen Village at 
Riverwalk Park, a senior community offer-
ing assisted living and state-of-the-art Al-
zheimer’s care, invites the public to enjoy 
the sounds of country western guitarist Tim 
Barrett on Monday, January 13 at 2:00 p.m. 
Methuen Village is located in the heart of 
downtown Methuen at 4 Gleason Street. 
For more information, call 978-685-2220 
or visit www.MethuenVillage.com.

Irish Music with Paul Carroll at Methuen 
Village:  Methuen Village at Riverwalk 
Park, a senior community offering assisted 
living and state-of-the-art Alzheimer’s 
care, invites the public to a performance by 
Irish guitarist and drummer Paul Carroll on 
Thursday, January 16 at 2:00 p.m. Methuen 
Village is located in the heart of downtown 
Methuen at 4 Gleason Street. For more 
information, call 978-685-2220 or visit 
www.MethuenVillage.com.

Josef Norcera Performs at Methuen 
Village:  Methuen Village at Riverwalk 

ANDOVER: FROM PAGE 5
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Woburn Police Officer Jack Maguire’s brother Chuck Maguire, wife Desire 
Maguire and family friend Sue Schneider Sullivan a the Christmas Tree 
dedicated in Jack’s memory during the candle light vigil.

Dozens of friends, family and for-
mer colleagues of slain Woburn Police 
Officer Jack Maguire gathered for a 
candlelight vigil in the Kohl’s parking 
lot Thursday evening, on the spot where 
Jack lost his life three years to the day.

A procession of Woburn Police cruis-
ers traveled down Washington Street 
with lights flashing, as they have for the 
past two years. The procession drove 
into the Jack Maguire Post Office and 
past the gathering of shivering bodies 
glowing by the flickering candles quietly 
honoring the man they knew and loved.

Maguire’s wife Desire, friend Sue 
Schneider Sullivan, and his brother 
Chuck Maguire were surrounded by on 
and off duty police officers on the spot 

where Maguire lost his life.
“Tonight kind of reminds us of that 

night with the snow and the cold,” Ma-
guire’s brother Chuck told the gatherers 
referencing the night Jack was shot and 
killed.

“We really miss Jack, and it’s a great 
tribute, everyone remembers Jack …” he 
said choking up. “It’s really important to 
us, thank you everybody for coming.”

   On December 26, 2010, Officer 
Maguire responded to robbery at the 
Kohl’s department store where he was 
met by Dominic Cinelli, a man who 
had been given three life sentences and 
was out on parole. Cinelli shot Maguire 
after robbing the jewelry department at 
Kohl’s. Before Maguire succumbed to 
his injuries, he managed to fire at Ci-
nelli, killing the man who would become 
his murderer.

Remembering Slain Woburn Police 
Officer Jack Maguire

Tom Duggan 
VALLEY PATRIOT PUBLISHER 

Essex Heritage is pleased to announce 
the winners of the 2013 Essex National 
Heritage Area Photo Contest. The an-
nual photo contest encourages amateur 
photographers to “capture” the living 
landscapes, unique places and interesting 
people of Essex County, MA. The contest 
is presented by Essex Heritage in part-
nership with Hunt’s Photo & Video, the 
Merrimack Valley Planning Commission, 
and the National Park Service at Salem 
Maritime & Saugus Iron Works National 
Historic Sites.

From rocky coasts and harbors, to rural 
farms and historic downtowns, photogra-
phers of all ages vividly captured a variety 
of Essex County’s historic, cultural and 
natural resources for their award-winning 
submissions to this year’s contest. 

The fourteen Photo Contest winners 
were selected by a panel of judges that 
included representatives from Essex 

Heritage and the National Park Service, 
as well as Mr. Roy Haddock, President, 
Merrimack Valley Camera Club and Mr. 
Kevin Griffin, Treasurer, Merrimack Val-
ley Camera Club. All of the photographs 
were taken within the Essex National 
Heritage Area and represent one of four 
contest categories: Images of the Essex 
National Heritage Area; The Merrimack 
Valley; People and Places; and the Essex 
Coastal Scenic Byway. Area youth, ages 
5-16, were also encouraged to enter the 
Photo Contest to win a “Youth Entry” 
prize in any of the contest categories.

2013 Essex National Heritage Area 
Photo Contest Winners

Grand Prize Winner - Rockport Dock, 
Rockport by Ken Jordan of Lynn

Category: Images of the Essex National 
Heritage Area

Essex Heritage Announces  
Winners of 2013 Photo Contest

CONTEST: PAGE 30

BAGEL w c/c
BUY 1 GET 1

FREE
with this coupon. expires 

2/15/14

$5 OFF
Any Platter Purchase 

of $25 or more
with this coupon. expires 

2/15/14

290 Merrimack St. Suite 1 Lawrence, MA - Next to Enterprise Bank
www.coffeecanncafe.com   |   978-208-1907

WE NOW HAVE A DRIVE THRU!!

 COFFEE  |  COMFORT  |  COMMUNITY
Our cafe offers wi-fi, music, and plenty of 

room for relaxing, business meetings, study 
groups, or a long chat with an old friend.

Let Coffee Cann Cafe help you 
start the New Year off right with 
a delicious salad, wrap, yogurt 
parfait or fresh fruit smoothie!



20    January - 2014                  The Valley PaTrioT

facebook.com/valleypatriot

LAWRENCE
DiAdamos Ask Court to Seal Info in Lawsuit vs Valley Patriot 

Lottery - NE Coffee - Deli - Sandwiches - TRIPOLI PIZZA - Pastry - Ice- Groceries 
Slush - Milk - Bread - Cold Cuts - Prep. Sandwiches - Salads - Beer - Wine - Cigarettes 

Cigars - Fresh Produce - KENO! - Iced Coffee - Ice Cream - Frozen Foods 

MERRIMACK CONVENIENCE STORE
NECCO  

STUDENTS, Show ID 
and get Discount!!

MERRIMACK CONVENIENCE STORE

500 A Merrimack Street - Lawrence - (978) 688-1226 in Sal’s Riverwalk Complex Next to Merrimack Valley Federal Credit Union

TALK RADIO NEVER SOUNDED LIKE THIS!

Warren Shaw 5-10AM
Saturday Morning LIVE!

Tommy Duggan 10-NOON

Paying Attention!

on 980AM WCAP - 980WCAP.com

BAGEL w c/c
BUY 1 GET 1

FREE
with this coupon. expires 

2/15/14

$5 OFF
Any Platter Purchase 

of $25 or more
with this coupon. expires 

2/15/14

290 Merrimack St. Suite 1 Lawrence, MA - Next to Enterprise Bank
www.coffeecanncafe.com   |   978-208-1907

WE NOW HAVE A DRIVE THRU!!

 COFFEE  |  COMFORT  |  COMMUNITY
Our cafe offers wi-fi, music, and plenty of 

room for relaxing, business meetings, study 
groups, or a long chat with an old friend.

Let Coffee Cann Cafe help you 
start the New Year off right with 
a delicious salad, wrap, yogurt 
parfait or fresh fruit smoothie!



January - 2014               The Valley PaTrioT    21

facebook.com/valleypatriot

records, while a police officer does the 
dispatching of calls to cars on the road.

“I think people need to understand that 
these professionals are working 8 hours 
with no breaks. They have to balance 
real high priority calls like shots fired, 
rapes, domestic assaults and the frustrat-
ing quality of life issue calls that come in 
on 911. My sense is that they were very 
professional and straight forward with the 
people they interacted with. And one thing 
I want to stress is that they really tried to 
be helpful with people, they weren’t just 
going through the motions doing a job.”

“One person called 911 about some-
thing that probably wasn’t a 911 emer-
gency. For whatever reason this person 
seemed emotional and really vulnerable. 
The dispatchers took the time to talk to 
the person and work through their issue 
knowing the person was in a bad spot. You 
know, they don’t have to do that but, they 
did and things like that make all the differ-
ence in our city.”

“One thing that struck me is that people 
inappropriately use 911,” he continued. 
“While I was there calls came in to 911 
from someone upset that a car was parked 
in front of their driveway.”

Laplante says that these kinds of calls, 
while important, take up valuable resourc-
es from real 911 emergencies.

“We have to do a better job educating 
the public that you only call 911 when you 
have a real emergency.”

ROOM FOR IMPROVEMENT?
The Valley Patriot asked councilor 

Laplante if there were any areas where the 
dispatch centers could use improvement. 
After some hesitation, he said there was 
a need to change the city’s hiring policy 
going forward to require incoming call 
takers to be bilingual.

“One of the few things I saw that I think 
we could probably improve is the lan-
guage capabilities of the dispatchers. Not 
all of them speak Spanish. When we hire 
people going forward we should probably 
make fluency in English and Spanish a 
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Fri & Sat
Stuffed Artichoke 
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95 Common St Lawrence, MA - phone - 978.688.3539 fax 978.688.3559

Lawrence Councilor Laplante on Ride-Alongs with Police, Fire, DPW 
LAWRENCE

Last week Lawrence City Councilor 
Mark Laplante went on a “ride along” 
with the Lawrence police, fire, and DPW 
snow plows to get a better understanding 
about how city services are delivered to 
Lawrence residents.

In Part Two, we will explore what he 
learned while riding with the Fire Depart-
ment and DPW.

This was not the first time Laplante has 
gone along with city workers to observe 
how they do their jobs and what is hap-
pening on the city streets. Two summers 
ago, The Valley Patriot caught Laplante 
riding along with Lawrence police, 
running into him at gun and drug calls, 
domestic violence incidents and motor 
vehicle accidents. 

“Obviously, one of the most important 
functions of city government is public 
safety,” Laplante said.

“Having an opportunity to see first hand 
what they [city workers] do, gives me 
better insights into the decisions that are 
being made and what they do day to day. I 
think it helps me become a better decision 

maker at the council level when I need to 
take a vote on the budgets or policies in 
these departments.”

How Lawrence Police Dispatch Works
“The first thing I did was spend some 

time at the 911 call center at the Lawrence 
Police Department,” Laplante says.

“It was interesting because I get com-
plaints from time to time about rudeness, 
call takers being short with people or lack 
of professionalism by 911 call takers. So, 
I wanted to observe the conditions for 
myself to see what they were dealing with 
everyday.”

“When I was there they were very 
professional,” Laplante added. “It gave 
me a real sense of how well our citizens 
are served.”

Laplante said that even though it was 
a relatively slow night for the Lawrence 
Police, watching the amount of work 911 
call takers do every day was inspiring.”

On any given shift there are three 
people working 911 dispatch at the Law-
rence police department. Lawrence police 
have one person taking calls while another 
person runs license plate numbers, con-
ducts warrant checks and previous arrest 

requirement for the job. I don’t want to 
take anything away from the dedicated, 
professional dispatchers that we have now, 
but I think it better serves our population 
to have someone who can communicate 
without getting assistance. That saves 
valuable seconds in an emergency.”

Laplante said that there is currently a 
system in place where dispatchers can 
bring in a third party translator on the 
phone through a service the city sub-
scribes to.

“They can push a button and have a 
translator there on the line with them in 
seconds to help translate. The officers 
and dispatchers I spoke to said that the 
system works really well, and it probably 
does. My concern is that in an emergency 
situation seconds could mean lives and we 
really need to save every second we can 
when people are dialing 911 in the City of 
Lawrence.”

RIDING ALONG WITH LAWRENCE 
POLICE

 Laplante spent an evening riding along 
with Sgt. Mangan on a night that was 
slower than usual, something Laplante 
says gave him an opportunity to talk to 

Tom Duggan 
VALLEY PATRIOT PUBLISHER 
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I am of the thought that Mayor Rivera 
should put back Captain Michael Driscoll 
as Deputy Chief of Police, completing 
the righting of the wrong made by former 
Mayor Lantigua and let the new Police 
Chief once he is hired, take it from there! 
This would send the right message to 
the entire Police Department that there 
is a new mayor in town and he means to 
do right by them! They will not be used 
or pushed around or intimidated by his 
administration.

 I also see some pink slips have ar-
rived at City Hall with more on the way, 
a cleansing move by the new Mayor that 
places the building back in the hands of 
the citizens of Lawrence, a long overdue 
house cleaning! 

 I also see on the school side of things 
that James Blatchford has been made 
Vice-Chairman of the Lawrence School 
Committee. With Mr. Blatchford as Vice 
Chair and Mayor Rivera as Chairman, I 
see hope for our kids! Maybe we can get 
our schools back quicker than originally 
thought with these two gentlemen at the 
helm. We will just have to wait and see. 
So much good news, don’t you think?????

God Bless you,
Peter Larocque        

Never to be Repeated Again!
 Just because you can doesn’t necessar-

ily mean that you should unless there is 
undisputed cause to do so! 

 I am of the opinion that no mayor 
should mess with the leadership infra-
structure within a Public Safety Depart-
ment like was performed in the City of 
Lawrence four years ago. Shortly after 
former Mayor Lantigua, (I sure do love 
saying former Mayor Lantigua), was 
sworn in, he demoted Deputy Police Chief 
Michael Driscoll to Captain and promoted 
his campaign manager, Sergeant Melix 
Bonilla to Deputy Police Chief. I believe 
the only person who should be promot-
ing or demoting should be the department 
heads, in this case that would be the Chief 
of Police! I also do not believe that these 
positions should be used by any mayor as 
political ponds to be pushed around like 
on a chest board.

 I tip my hat to newly sworn in Mayor 
of Lawrence, Daniel Rivera, who re-
cently righted this wrong by demoting 
Bonilla back to Sergeant. He didn’t stop 
there, many of you know that Bonilla 
was indicted and is awaiting trial. Former 
Mayor Lantigua placed him on paid leave, 
which also came to an abrupt end. Mayor 
Daniel Rivera has suspended his pay until 
after the outcome of his trial. I love justice 
when it is done right, don’t you?

 But I am still not all the way happy. 

Peter Larocque 
VALLEY PATRIOT COLUMNIST 

Now the Real Healing Begins!

Peter Larocque is a for-
mer member of the Law-
rence School Committee 
and is a regular columnist 
for The Valley Patriot. 
You can email him at:  
peterlarocque@hotmail.com Lawrence City Councilor Marc Laplante two summers ago, during his 

ride-along with Lawrence Police Sgt. Quaglietta. 
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After two years leading the Greater 
Boston Tea Party (GBTP), Christine 
Morabito says she is stepping down 
from her post, paving the way for Patrick 
Humphries to be elected president of the 
anti-tax group. Humphries will serve a 
two-year term starting January 1st.

The president coordinates meetings, 
speaks for the organization in the media, 
and pulls together the dozens of tea party 
groups in the state to educate people on 
the political process and “community 
organize.”

Both Morabito and Humphries are 
founders of the Greater Boston Tea Party.

Morabito said that the incoming 
president Patrick Humphries is more than 
capable of leading the organization and 
his knowledge of the health care system is  
an asset to the Tea Party’s efforts in fight-
ing Obamacare.

“Patrick has been an excellent repre-
sentative and tirelessly dedicated member 
of the Greater Boston Tea Party since its 
founding. He has many strengths which 
will serve him well, most important 
among them is his ability to build and 
maintain relationships.”

“This is vital in a role where his pre-
decessors have found it difficult to make 
certain people happy. He has far more 
patience than I when it comes to dealing 
with such issues. He has been an excellent 
asset to the movement and tirelessly dedi-
cated member of the organization since its 
founding. I have no doubt he will excel in 
his new role.”

With the recent fractioning of the tea 
party over what Morabito calls “non-
tea party issues” like abortion and gay 
marriage, we asked Morabito if there is 
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any hope of lowering taxes in the current 
political environment.

“Yes” she said surprisingly. “If the Tea 
Party can put aside individual egos and 
stick to its mission to educate and advo-
cate for limited government, free mar-
kets, free speech, individual liberty and 
personal responsibility, we will continue 
to grow in size and influence.”

“Over the years, this position has been 
fiercely challenged by individuals who 
feel we should include social issues. This 
only succeeds in keeping the Tea Party 
small and exclusive, which has never 
been my goal. We also need to avoid the 
circular firing squad where candidates 
are attacked for not being conservative 
enough. We have to take the small wins 
where we can get them, especially in Mas-
sachusetts.”

Morabito says that the biggest boost the 
Tea Party has had in the last two years is 
President Obama himself when he was 
caught being dishonest saying, “If you 
like your doctor, you can keep your doc-
tor, PERIOD”!

“The Obamacare debate is the very 
thing that got people off the couch in the 
first place. Now even ‘non-believers” are 
starting to admit that the Tea Party was 
right all along. I believe the country has 
never needed the Tea Party more. With a 
few exceptions, we cannot count on our 
elected officials to look out for the taxpay-
ers.”

“They are entrenched and beholden 
to the special interest groups who get 
them reelected. Someone has fight for the 
middle class,” she said.

She added that with Obamacare slated 
to be a major issue in the coming two 
election cycles, Patrick Humphries is the 
perfect choice to lead the movement.

As President of the Tea Party Morabito 

took a bold stand defending gays, some-
thing that was ignored by the media 
which consistently paints the Tea Party as 
anti-gay.

In 2012, a splinter group of the tea party 
hijacked the annual “Tax Day” rally on 
Boston Common by pulling a permit be-
fore Morabito had a chance to. The group 
had anti gay marriage and some anti-gay 
speakers which touched off a firestorm 
resulting in Morabito calling for a boycott.

Greater Boston joined forces with the 
Worcester Tea Party, holding a tax-day 
rally together in Worcester on the same 
day. Morabito took the WCAP radio 
airwaves slamming what she called the 
“anti-gay” group.

On the day of the opposing rallies, 
Morabito said that she was proud of 
boycotting the Boston rally saying “the 
tea party is not about gay bashing, fighting 
gay marriage or abortion. That feeds into 
the media created propaganda of who and 
what we are. I think it is my job to make 

sure we don’t become that. What is hap-
pening today in Boston only feeds into the 
news media and Hollywood’s fabricated 
image of what we are all about. “

“I do not condone, and our members 
should not condone tea party rallies that 
are anti-gay or stray from the mission of 
lowering taxes, smaller government and 
personal liberties. The people rallying on 
the common today do not represent the 
Tea Party; they represent a disgruntled mi-
nority that has infiltrated the tea party and 
made it that much harder for us to lower 
taxes. We should be welcoming gays, 
people who are pro-abortion, people who 
are pro and anti-death penalty, anyone 
who wants to help us root out corruption 
in government and lower the tax burden 
on our children’s future.”

We asked Morabito if she was shocked 
by the controversy and that other tea 
party members had hijacked her rally on 

Greater Boston Tea Party President Steps Down, Humphries Elected Successor
Looks Back at Two Years of Fighting the Status-Quo, Internal Friction, Media Bias

Tom Duggan 
VALLEY PATRIOT PUBLISHER 

Reaching across the aisle: (l to r) Then Democrat candidate for State Senate 
Katie Ives chats with Christine Morabito after Morabito moderated a 2012 
Senate debate in the Democrat primary sponsored by The Valley Patriot.

MORABITO: PAGE 29

Celebrating 25 Years of 
American Freedom!

Almost 25 years ago, on January 5, 
1989, 12 sailors jumped ship in Boston 
Harbor in order to escape Communist 
Poland and receive political asylum. It 
was an event widely covered in the media. 
Boston Herald photographer Arthur Pol-
lock captured a dazed Ed Polonka, the 
first to jump ship, as he sat in the US 
immigration office awaiting processing. 
Polonka left the office with a pat on the 
back, a ”Good Luck,” a few belongings in 
a duffle bag, and $15 in his pocket. With 
no English, no home and no contacts, he 
began his life in this country. The recently 
published “A Leap to Freedom: Boston 
Harbor 1989” is the novelized account of 
his life’s journey in Communist Poland 
and answers the question Why? Why 
would someone risk everything to have 
nothing...for American Freedom?

Today, Ed (Edziu) Polonka is a proud 
US Citizen and Lion’s Club member. 
He lives in Atkinson, NH, with his wife 
Christine and daughters Katherine and 
Diana, who are currently college students. 
Ed says: “With my strong resolve, hard 
work and faith, I have built the wonder-

ful life I have today. I am as proud of my 
family as I am of my accomplishments. I 
have built my ‘American Dream.’”

An Amazing Story About One Man’s 
Daring Escape From Communism
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LOWELL - NEW HAMPSHIRE

The founder of the modern Olympics, 
Pierre de Fredy, once observed that, 
“those who find themselves first in physi-
cal exercises are also first in their studies 
because serious commitment in one area 
promotes the desire to be first through-
out.” By first eliminating the national 
sport of baseball from its athletic program 
and continuing to vehemently resist its 
return, administrators at the University of 
New Hampshire seem to have lost their 
way in bringing a well-balanced educa-
tion, based on athletic and academic 
excellence, to our young adults.

In 1997, UNH dashed the dreams of 
some of its finest student athletes, and the 
aspirations of hundreds of high school 
athletes throughout New Hampshire, 
when it made the decision to eliminate 
its baseball program. Citing Title IX and 
“insurmountable” budget issues, the Uni-
versity reached a decision that few other 
state universities in New England found 
necessary.

Since that time, a large percentage of 
our state’s high school student athletes 
have faced the wrenching dilemma - at-
tend one of the finest educational institu-
tions in the nation while abandoning the 
hopes of being a college baseball player, 
or attend a different institution because 
they wish to continue their baseball career.

Baseball is one of the most frequently 
offered sports programs at the high school 
level in the state of New Hampshire. As a 
result, hundreds of students are attracted 
to the sport. However, the very first day 
that youngsters across New Hampshire 
sign up to play high school baseball, any 
dream they may have of playing and 
representing their state in that sport at the 
flagship university in New Hampshire 
have been taken away. From day one, our 
youngsters know they will never have the 
same opportunity or the awesome honor 
held out to youngsters in Maine, Mas-
sachusetts, Connecticut or Rhode Island: 
to represent their home state university in 
baseball or softball at the Division I level. 
This is a misfortune, compounded into a 
tragedy by the fact that it is so unneces-
sary.

The UNH mission statement states that 
“The University of New Hampshire has 
a long tradition of meeting the evolving 
educational needs of New Hampshire, and 
its citizens.” If you look at the state uni-
versities in Connecticut, Massachusetts, 
Rhode Island, and Maine, their baseball 
programs promote that mission for their 
high school students, because at least 40% 
of the participants in each program are 

in-state students. Baseball programs keep 
in-state students better than any other 
sport. Is UNH being true to its mission 
statement’s promise to serve New Hamp-
shire’s needs by not having a program that 
overwhelmingly service in-state kids?

Invariably the money issue always 
arises. However, baseball at UNH would 
be one of the friendliest to taxpayers and 
the university, not only now but also in the 
future. I know this because since 1997, 
private groups and alumni groups have 
raised upwards of 5 million dollars in pri-
vate funds to bring baseball back to UNH, 
a sum that is well above the actual start 
up cost for the programs. This is 5 million 
dollars that was offered to UNH, meaning 
that UNH would not have to spend any 
of its existing budget resources. So if the 
issue of money has been addressed, than 
why does UNH continue to hold out? 

I truly believe that UNH is doing what 
is easy but not what is right. Athletics is 
major part of any university. It helps pro-
vide many life lessons for the athletes as 
well as build pride in the school commu-
nity. UNH’s administrators continue to cut 
athletic programs and in the process are 
turning away in-state students who would 
participate in these programs.

There are some who have suggested that 
this is a fruitless fight. UNH has already 
stated that even with a fairly new univer-
sity president in Mark Huddleston taking 
the helm in 2008, baseball is not “on the 
radar screen” and no money has been con-
sidered for a baseball program in UNH’s 
2013-2014 budget. So why continue 
fighting? Because being a former athlete 
myself one of the lessons that I learned is 
that sometimes you must pursue dreams 
that others tell you do not exist. I will not 
tire until the dream bringing back baseball 
and implementing softball program at 
UNH is fulfilled. 

To all alumni and friends of UNH base-
ball, let’s continue to seek what is right 
for the students at UNH. Speak out and 
write to your legislators, UNH administra-
tors, and Governor Hassan. Hopefully, the 
powers at UNH will finally catch on.

D.J. Bettencourt 
served as a State Rep-
resentative in the New 
Hampshire House of 
Representatives from 
2005 to 2012 and was 
the House Majority 
Leader for the 2011-
2012 legislative term. 
He currently works 

as a special education academic assistant 
and is the Volunteer Coordinator at the Sa-
lem Animal Rescue League.

Now is the Time for the University of New 
Hampshire to Bring Back Baseball

D.J. Bettencourt 
VALLEY PATRIOT NEW HAMPSHIRE COLUNMIST
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Mill City Grows, an initiative that 
fosters food justice by creating urban food 
production, food access, and food educa-
tion in Lowell, has just announced its 2014 
“Build-A-Garden” partner organizations. 
This spring, the Lowell Housing Author-
ity at North Common Village, the Stok-
losa School, the Robinson & McAuliffe 
Schools, the Pawtucket Congregational 
Church, and the United Teen Equality Cen-
ter, Inc (UTEC) will install raised-bed veg-
etable gardens for production by residents, 
students, and community members.

The “Build-A-Garden” program is the 
newest among Mill City Grows’ varied 
approaches to increasing wellness and 
community resilience in Lowell through the 
creation of fresh food production sites and 
fresh food access points. With funding from 
a Community Development Block Grant, 
Mill City Grows will create custom designs 
for raised-bed vegetable gardens at each 
site, as well as the materials to construct 
up to five raised garden beds. In addition, 
Mill City Grows staff will work with each 
organization to recruit volunteers to build 
each site and will also offer an on-site train-
ing workshop to gardeners and technical 
assistance throughout the first season. 

The new “Build-A-Garden” projects 
are expected to have far-reaching effects. 
“Installing gardens at organizations’ sites 
will not only change the physical space, 
they will also change community mental-
ity, environmental health, and low-income 
residents’ access to healthy forms of food 
and activities,” explained Francey Slater, 
Co-Director of Mill City Grows. 

Ruth Richards, the pastor of Pawtucket 
Congregational Church on Mammoth Road, 
looks forward to engaging the church and 
surrounding community in the new garden. 
“We are a very small congregation, so a 
community garden is something we could 
not do on our own, but Mill City Grows 
offers training and expertise and lots of 
resources, which makes it possible for us to 
share what we have with others.” 

At North Common Village, Michelle 
Richter, the Director of Family Self-Suffi-
ciency, sees much potential in the creation 
of a small garden on Lowell Housing 
Authority property. “The establishment 
of a community garden within our North 
Common Village Housing Development 
will provide a valuable, hands-on learning 
tool as well as the provision of fresh, local 
produce for our residents. We look forward 
to involving our Learning Zone After-
School Program, Summer Youth Activities 
Program and NCV residents in both the 
care and harvest of the garden.” Volunteers 
from the Merrimack Valley Food Bank will 
support the garden at NCV, and make sure 
produce gets distributed to households in 
need.

Mill City Grows has designed this 
program to be self-sustaining. “‘Build-
A-Garden’ is truly a partnership between 
Mill City Grows and these community 
organizations,” explained Ms. Slater. “Our 
goal is for the gardens to be maintained by 
volunteers of the organizations themselves, 
which is why a leader from each organiza-
tion will also be provided with in-depth 
training at the Garden Coordinator Institute 
this winter.”

Mill City Grows’ Garden Coordinator 
Institute (GCI) is a 6-session leadership 
program that will prepare the “Build-A-
Garden” partners, as well as community 
gardeners from across the city, to maintain 
their new gardens. Participants will learn 
techniques for growing organic produce in 
urban spaces, and will practice community 
leadership skills to build strong participa-
tion of gardeners in the upkeep and devel-
opment of the gardens.

By the end of April, Lowellians will 
enjoy five new green spaces around the 
city, and lots of organic vegetables. “We are 
excited to support these five organizations 
as they pollinate the city with safe spaces to 
grow food and build healthy communities,” 
said Ms. Slater.

“Build-A-Garden” Program Brings 
Five New Vegetable Gardens to Lowell

Lowell Housing Authority, Stoklosa School, Robinson School, Pawtucket  
Congregational Church, and UTEC to Install Garden Beds in April
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Providing the education & training necessary to all 
individuals interested in Firearm Safety, 
Concealed Carry & Personal Protection

Mass LTC Courses Offered Monthly
Palmers Park - 17 Rtt. 125 Unit 18, 

Kingston NH, 03843
NRA Certified Instructor

MA State Police Certified Instructor
Sig Sauer Certified Instructor

LIKE us on FaceBook at 
 Armed Citizen Training LLC

 (Schedule of classes posted)

Armed Citizen 
Training

Armed Citizen 
Training

For when you are forced to act

Contact Scott Jenkins, 
Certified Firearms Instructor 

(508) 523-5105
armedcittraining@aol.com

MAY 7th to MAY 17th
“THE REVERSE IMMIGRANT” TOUR

Author & Attorney

ALFRED ZAPPALA
“Please join me on one of three delightful and  

soul-satisfying tours to Sicily in 2014”

JUNE 23rd to JULY 3rd
THE “GAETANO’S TRUNK” TOUR

OCTOBER 8th to 18th
THE “FIGGHIU BEDDU” TOUR

www.alfredzappala.com - alfredzappala@yahoo.com

Includes an excursion to the Feast of the Saint Alfio in Trecastagni!

978-204-6574

More than 650 members of the Boys & Girls Club of Lawrence cheered as 
Santa Claus distributed donated toys and gift cards at the annual Christmas 
party on Dec. 20. Groups of longtime volunteers served the dinner, which 
was donated by the 99 Restaurants of Andover and North Andover.

Santa Distributes Donated Gifts to 650 
Members of Boys & Girls Club of Lawrence 

Write In Candidate Jessica Leigh Finocchiaro (center) at her swearing 
in to the Greater Lawrence Technical School Committee in Methuen last 
month flanked by State Representative Diana DiZoglio and United States 
Senator Ed Markey.
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I have noticed a pattern. It seems that 
at the beginning of every new year people 
proclaim two things: 1) that the previous 
year was a bad one, and 2) that the next 
year will be better. This new year’s eve 
I again observed this same mantra. Why 
is it that each year we are convinced the 
upcoming year will bring us the happiness 
the previous one failed to bring? Why are 
we so confident that each new year will 
fulfill our hopes and dreams when each 
previous one did not? And why is it that 
so many Americans seem to have an exag-
gerated disappointment and distain for 
the past while holding onto an unfounded 
hope for the future? Let us explore this 
fascinating phenomenon.

It is natural for a creature to seek the 
fulfillment of its being, and humans are no 
exception. Everybody seeks happiness. In 
fact Aristotle claimed that no one cannot 
NOT seek happiness. Every act we do is 
for the sake of being happy, even though 
we often miss the mark. Other creatures 
find their fulfillment passively through 
instinct or the environment, but having a 
rational mind we humans must understand 
ourselves and freely choose the behav-
iors that are proper to bringing about our 
fulfillment. We can’t passively rely on 
determined factors. Why, then, does such 
a seemingly natural human endeavor such 
as the pursuit of happiness prove to be so 
difficult? 

The problem begins with a culmina-
tion of bad philosophy that has permeated 
modern times, affecting our understanding 
of the meaning of ‘happiness’. In a nut-
shell we seek to fulfill our dreams rather 
than our nature. 

This distinction is important because 
if our dreams do not coincide with the 
fulfillment of human nature we cannot 
possibly attain true happiness. If we were 
to poll average Americans on the ques-
tion “What is happiness?” most would say 
it is a feeling, an emotional high, or an 
experience of pleasure. Therefore, any act 
that brings about this transient feeling of 
happiness to the individual is seen as fair 
game and considered one’s “right”. 

The problem, however, rests in the 
fact that such a notion of ‘happiness’ is 
influenced by a combination of errors that 
conflict with human nature, stemming 
from radical individualism, utilitarianism, 
relativism, subjectivism, materialism and 
hedonism. In short it is a pursuit based on 

WORLD VIEWS

Last month Valley Patriot publisher Tom 
Duggan posted an article on Facebook 
about a gay teacher who had been fired 
from his position at a Catholic school. 

Just as Tom hoped, the comments came 
flooding in fast and furious and with a 
great deal of misplaced passion. The 
perspective of heterosexuals on the gay 
community is so ignorant and shallow 
that it’s staggering. The article was about 
losing a job because of ones sexuality 
NOT about one’s acts of sex and yet, each 
and every time homosexuality is brought 
up around heterosexuals more than one 
of them reduces being gay to nothing but 
sexual activity.

Being gay is not about sex, it is about 
being physically AND emotionally at-
tracted to the same sex. It is about finding 
a deep and spiritual bond with another 
person, developing and nurturing a rela-
tionship, making a lifetime commitment 
and for some, raising a family. It is NOT, 
as Tom pointed out, about people who 
‘choose’ to “engage in same sex activity”. 
The people who do this are not looking for 
a meaningful relationship; they are look-
ing for sexual release. Big difference!

Erin Kelley who commented on Tom’s 
post was upset because her daughter came 
home and told her that her teacher was 
gay. When Kelley asked how she knew, 
her daughter said the teacher mentioned 
that she had a wife. Kelley said that she 
didn’t have a problem that the teacher was 
gay; she was upset that her child knew 
her teacher’s sexual preference. You’re 
lying Ms. Kelley. You DO care that she 
is gay because you wouldn’t have given 
it a second thought if the teacher were a 
man mentioning his wife. Cheryl Wahl-
gren added that she didn’t think, “children 
needed to know teachers sexual prefer-
ence or that their teacher has a sex life.” 
Really? I’m willing to bet one or more of 
your teachers mentioned their spouse and/
or children when you were sitting in their 
classroom. Did the thought of them hav-
ing sex with their spouse ever enter your 
mind? Adding to that, if you are out and 
meet and engage in a conversation with a 
man who mentions his wife, do thoughts 
of their sexual antics dance around in your 
head? I highly doubt it. If a teacher’s sex 
life entered students’ minds, then pregnant 
teachers should hide at home until giving 
birth.

But when it comes to homosexuals, 
many heterosexuals can’t get their minds 
out of the bedroom. They consistently fail 
to see the man or woman standing before 
them. They gloss over the highly educated 
instructor, the skilled surgeon, the hard 
working retail manager or the dedicated 

civil servant. They ignore the person’s 
God given talents, their dedication to be-
ing the best citizen they can be, their com-
mitment to their spouse and, if applicable, 
their children and seem to only think, 
“their sleeping with someone of the same 
sex”. I find that disgusting and petty.

The fact is teachers do talk about their 
personal life. They mention friends and 
family, as it is applicable to the cur-
riculum. And students ask about their 
teacher’s personal life because they want 
to know the person, not just the teacher 
standing in front of them. Highly edu-
cated professionals, for the most part, use 
great judgment in what it is they share 
with their students and it is usually age 
appropriate. 

My wife and I like to travel and we 
purposely go to places that relate to my 
curriculum: Rome, Mexico, Puerto Rico, 
London and hopefully next summer Istan-
bul. When studying these places with my 
students, I discuss the trip I took with my 
wife and I share the wonderful things we 
learned about the culture and its history. 
It makes me a more credible educator and 
the kids really love the fact that I’ve actu-
ally been to the places they are learning 
about. The fact that I’m gay has NEVER 
come to the forefront of the conversation 
about my travels. Teachers also sometimes 
discuss when their own children finally 
understood something that the students 
sitting in front of them are struggling with 
to let them know that the will get it, too. 
It has nothing to do with being gay and 
everything to do with being human and 
making connections and being a good 
educator.

  I’ve said it before and I’ll say it again: 
I am gay. I am a mother, teacher, daughter, 
sister, aunt, writer, golfer and I am a hu-
man being. To be reduced to one’s sexual 
activity simply shows how perverse a 
person’s perspective on being gay really, 
really is.

Perspectives on Being Gay
Ye Gay Ol’ Valley

D. B. Langevin
VALLEY PATRIOT LESBIAN COLUMNIST

placating fears, pursuing desires, and be-
ing distracted from what happiness really 
is. Today, comfort, security, money, sex, 
and fame are all confused with happiness. 

What we have forgotten is that there is a 
higher dimension to the human person that 
must be fulfilled in order to be happy. It 
goes beyond the physiological needs and 
desires we share with other animals and 
it makes our species unique. This higher 
dimension refers to our immaterial or 
spiritual needs. The pursuit of happiness 
ultimately means the pursuit of truth and 
love. While the basic needs of the body 
must be appropriately met, it is the goods 
of the soul that offer each person a chance 
at happiness.

This is where hope in the future comes 
into play. Everyone knows through experi-
ence that perfect lasting happiness does 
not occur in this life. When we think we 
might have it something eventually gets in 
its way. Yet, despite this there is some-
thing in the human heart that continues to 
hope. Why? If happiness lies primarily in 
the spiritual goods of truth and love that 
cannot be fully attained in this life, then 
why does every human heart continually 
hope for that “happily-ever-after” that can 
never be attained? Might it point to the 
fact that our happiness lies in a transcen-
dent Source and End, Who is Truth and 
Love, from which all things have their 
origin? Might it be a sign that every hu-
man heart is seeking God, albeit some-
times unwittingly, amd union with Him is 
the only fulfillment of human nature and 
cause of everlasting happiness? 

It makes sense that ushering in a new 
year would offer new hope, particularly 
for those who have rejected the state of 
denial offered by the world that stub-
bornly chooses self over God and one’s 
own disordered desires over His perfect 
will. Happiness is found in humility and 
selfless love as the Master Himself points 
out: “Whoever loves his life loses it, and 
whoever hates his life in this world will 
preserve it for eternal life” (John 12:25). 

Happy New Year?
Paul Murano 

VALLEY PATRIOT COLUMNIST

CULTURE WARRIOR

Paul Murano teaches phi-
losophy at Middlesex and 
North Shore Community Col-
lege and theology at Magdalen 
College. He is host of Beneath 
the Surface on WCAP radio 
980AM Sunday nights 10pm-
midnight, and is co-host of the 
Paying Attention! radio pro-
gram. Paul is also chairman of 

Heartbeat Pregnancy Help center in Burl-
ington and is a singer/songwriter/musician.

www.abwoodflooring.com

Dani Langevin is a teach-
er and has a Bachelors in 
Fine Art and Masters in 
Education. She has written 
four young adult novels, one 
of which is self-published. 
You can email Dani at Dani-
BLangevin@aol.com
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State Senator Ives is a 
Democrat from Newbury-
port and represents 1st Essex 
District, which encompasses 
Amesbury, Haverhill, Merri-
mac, Newburyport, Methuen, 
Salisbury, and portions of 

North Andover.[1] Before her election to the Mas-
sachusetts Senate in 2012, O’Connor Ives was a 
member of the Newburyport City Council.

ValleyPatriot.com

identity theft from unrequested credit/loan 
checks in mail. In light of the recent Target 
security breach, we should be doing ev-
erything we can to protect against identity 
theft and security breaches.

During the budget deliberations, I advo-
cated for an increase in local aid levels for 
cities and towns for the Fiscal Year 2014 
budget, ending a trend of reductions in 
local aid and voted to create a commission 
to study the school funding formula. I also 
helped secure funding for the C-10 Foun-
dation’s monitoring of nuclear radiation 
within the 10-mile radius of the Seabrook 
Nuclear Power plant and attained funding 
for sand nourishment for Salisbury Beach.

My office team provides continuous con-
stituent services, whether residents need 
assistance to navigate unemployment ben-
efits, veterans services, healthcare coverage 
questions, or other matters related to state 
business. This is by far the most important 
aspect of my job. 

The people of my district are my priority 
and I intend to continue to work on their 
behalf. I look forward to the work ahead 
for 2014 and appreciate the opportunity to 
representative the First Essex District.

combat area in the Line of Duty.” This will 
allow us to honor an even greater number 
of deserving Massachusetts service men 
and women who have sacrificed their lives 
for their country while on active duty. 

I filed and continue to advocate for a bill, 
An Act Relative to Public Records Request 
that will strengthen government account-
ability and transparency. This bill would 
put teeth into the current law so that those 
who ignore requests for public records are 
held accountable.

As Chair of the Joint Committee on 
Tourism, Arts and Cultural Development, I 
worked on releasing the bill to study bring-
ing the Olympics to Massachusetts. Grow-
ing tourism in the region and investing in 
historic preservation and the arts is benefi-
cial for all, including small businesses and 
residents. I continue to work to bring more 
funding to my district and to showcase the 
Merrimack Valley across the state. 

Serving as Vice-Chair of the Joint Com-
mittee on Small Business and Community 
Development has allowed me to work with 
committee members on legislation and 
strategies to support small business and 
local economic growth.

As a member of the Joint Committee 
on Consumer Protection and Professional 
Licensure, I have advocated for passing a 
secondary metals bill to discourage thefts 
and sale of stolen scrap metals. The bill 
passed the Senate and is awaiting action 
from the House. I also continue to work 
on a bill I filed currently in this committee, 
An Act Relative to Unsolicited Loans. This 
bill strengthens consumer protection from 

DEMOCRAT - TEA PARTY

A higher minimum wage ensures that 
low skilled workers will have to com-

pete with high skilled 
workers, and they will 
lose. A higher minimum 
wage ensures that the 
poor will remain poor 
and there will be more 
income inequality.

Ever wonder who 
comes up with these 
arbitrary minimum wage 
amounts? - Bureaucrats 
in Washington and here 
on Beacon Hill; career 
politicians who know 
next to nothing about the 
economy or how market 
forces determine the 
price of labor and goods. 
If it were up to Senator 
Elizabeth Warren, the 
minimum wage would 
be $22 an hour. Maybe 
we should ask her why 
she exploits her interns 
by not paying them any-
thing for the work they 
do. She is a millionaire, 
after all, but I digress.

Employers in Mas-
sachusetts already pay 
a higher state minimum 
wage rate than the 
federal law requires. 
With all the tax burdens 
and onerous regulations, 
we are rated 47 out of 
50 for worst state to do 

business in. Our teenage unemployment 
rate has almost doubled over the last 
decade. Nationwide, black unemployment 
is around 12.5 percent. Do we really want 
to make things worse for our most vulner-
able, just so labor unions can get rich?

Raising the minimum wage – sounds 
like a good idea. Fair? Compassionate? 
Would you feel differently if you knew 
it would hurt the very people it claims to 
help?

If you were to peek behind the curtain, 
you might see your favorite politician in 
the warm embrace of the local labor boss. 
Despite all the rhetoric about “fairness,” 
unions stand to benefit the most from 
minimum wage increases, and the politi-
cians are more than happy to assist if that 
translates into campaign donations.

You might wonder why unions are such 
big advocates of raising the minimum 
wage, when the average private-sector 
union member makes $22 an hour. Truth 
be told, their support for the increase is 
not about compassion, but greed. Some 
labor contracts tie union wages to a 
percentage of the minimum wage. When 

Christine Morabito 
PRESIDENT, GREATER BOSTON TEA PARTY

Raising the Minimum Wage: Unions Win; Poor and Minorities Lose 
In economics, nothing happens in a 

vacuum. Anyone who has taken Econ 
101 knows that labor 
costs are a huge fac-
tor in any business 
venture. An employer 
must carefully consider 
how many employees 
he can hire based on 
the product they will 
produce. The business 
owner must make a 
profit, or he will not 
stay in business long. If 
he knows his profit will 
be small, he may lack 
the incentive required 
to start the business in 
the first place, knowing 
the sacrifice involved 
and significant financial 
risk he must take. So 
let’s say the govern-
ment steps in and forces 
him to pay someone 
$15 an hour, when that 
person only does $8 an 
hour worth of work. 
He will then have some 
tough choices: hire a 
skilled worker who 
will actually do $15 an 
hour worth of work, cut 
workers’ hours so he 
can still make a profit, 
lay off workers he can 
no longer afford, raise 
the price of his product, 
or he may choose not to 
expand his business because he lacks the 
capital.

Who loses in the above scenario? I 
would argue that America loses, because 
the economy is stifled and prices are 
inflated. But the ones with the most to 
lose are the unskilled workers - the young 
blacks, Hispanics and teenagers who 
initially lack the skills to do anything 
else. Without that first minimum wage 
job, they will never acquire the skills 
necessary to climb the economic ladder. 

Christine Morabito 
is a resident of Haver-
hill and President of the 
Greater Boston Tea Par-
ty. You can email her at  
christine.morabito@hotmail.com

IN YOUR CORNER ... WITH SEN. KATIE IVES

Senator Katy O’Connor Ives 
VALLEY PATRIOT COLUMNIST

A year ago I was sworn in as the State 
Senator of the First Essex District, rep-
resenting the communities of Amesbury, 
Haverhill, Merrimac, Methuen, Newbury-
port, North Andover and Salisbury. It has 
been a very busy and productive year, dur-
ing which I have advocated for initiatives 
that have state-wide and district benefits, 
with a focus on constituent services. 

One of the seven bills I filed in 2013 was 
An Act Relative to Welfare Reform, requir-
ing photo IDs be placed on EBT cards. 
This provision was included in the Fiscal 
Year 2014 budget and is currently being 
implemented by the Department of Transi-
tional Assistance. This is a common-sense 
step to deter fraud in the system, while still 
protecting resources to help people that 
truly need this assistance such as seniors, 
those with disabilities, and children. The 
Senate also passed a more comprehensive 
welfare reform bill that will make public 
assistance more transitional and invests in 
job placement and training.

The Senate passed a bill requiring 
newborns to have a simple and quick blood 
oxygen reading via a clip placed on the 

finger for early detection of cardio vascular 
problems, a bill I signed on to and believe 
will be an important preventative measure 
in health care.

I made my first speech on Senate floor 
to advocate for increased funding for 
municipal training in Massachusetts from 
$200,000 to $500,000 in order to change 
the trend of decreased funding for training 
for city and town police officers. Massa-
chusetts has ranked at the very bottom of 
U.S. states for funding municipal police 
training and its important to reverse that 
trend in funding.

The Senate passed a domestic violence 
bill strengthening legal protections for 
domestic violence victims and included 
language strengthening penalties for 
strangulation of which I was an original 
co-sponsor.

The Senate passed the Valor II Veter-
ans Bill. Among other aims, this bill will 
prevent students in the armed services from 
having to forfeit tuition payments or credits 
if called to duty and included amended 
language I co-sponsored that broadens 
the definition of eligibility for Medal of 
Liberty recipients to not only include those 
killed in action but also includes those “… 
who died in service while in a designated 

Highlights from 2013: A Year in the 
Massachusetts State Senate

it goes up, so do union wages. Others 
benefit from salary negotiations which 
are triggered every time the minimum is 
increased.

Meanwhile, the working poor and 
minorities, lured in by false promises, risk 
reductions in work hours and even losing 
their jobs entirely. But how can this be? 
They are supposed to get a raise, right?

First, let’s consider the small 1 ½ per-
cent of people nationwide who earn mini-
mum wage. The vast majority of them 
are unskilled workers, more than half 
being teenagers and students just entering 
the workforce. Yet, we are expected to 
believe that the average minimum wage 
earner is providing for a family of four. 
This is simply not true. Minimum wage 
jobs are entry level positions. No one is 
expected to remain at that wage forever, 
and hardly anyone does. As workers gain 
experience and skills, they move up the 
economic ladder. That’s how a healthy 
economy works.

northernprocess@gmail.com

Tomorrow’s Eagle~Tribune Stories TODAY!
Call for our On-line Ad rates 978-771-4091
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personal injury law
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 Free Consultation  
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Emily’s Bakery

Now Available at  
the Meat House 

We are open: Monday - Saturday: 6AM to 5PM * Sunday - Closed

223 Lincoln Ave, Haverhill, MA. 01830 * phone/fax: (978) 374-9603
Write us at: emilys@comcast.net 

Emily’s Bakery
CHRISTMAS IS COMING! GET YOUR HOLIDAY PIES AT ....

                                                                                                                                                                                                                
 

 

 

 

 
 

“He can have an entire conversation 
while he is doing it and that’s with any 
cube. 

Josh’s best time is 8.4 seconds in 
competition. “At home it’s like 6.8 
seconds, and will be in Norwalk, Con-
necticut on February 1st for the North-
east Regional competition, and then the 
nationals in August to compete for the 
world championship in 2015. 

“You get five solves and they throw 
out your best and your worst and then 
average the rest out,” Josh says. 

Josh is ranked sixth in the state solv-
ing the Rubix Cube. “I’m always trying 
to get better, trying new strategies, it’s 
not just about practicing, it’s about 
figuring ways to get it done better and 
faster and using different strategies,” 
Josh said. 

The competitions are run by the 
World Cube Association. The top three 
winners get a cash prize.

Josh is a junior at Essex Agricultural 
School and says he wants to major in 
biology when he goes to college. 

The Valley Patriot will report on  
Josh’s progress in the upcoming compe-
titions. 

RUBIX CUBE FROM PAGE 13
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officers and public safety officials about 
how they do their jobs and the challenges 
they face with minimal resources.

“One thing that struck me,” Councilor 
Laplante says, “is how they responded to 
the calls two or three cars at a time. On 
one domestic violence call there were 
multiple cars responding because they 
don’t want to be outnumbered when they 
walk into these situations.”

Laplante says that given how many 
cops Lawrence has to respond to calls in 
the first place, tying up three or even four 
police cars on one call is a nightly event.

“It’s easy to see how every car can be 
tied up at once if you have two or three 
of these calls come in at the same time or 
near each other.”

 Laplante says even on a slow night the 
calls come in one after another. “These 
officers are 
hopping from 
call to call 
and it runs the 
gamut. One 
minute they 
are at a noise 
complaint or 
a domestic 
violence call 
and the next 
minute they 
are taking a 
call of ‘shots 
fired.’

“What I witnessed on the three police 
ride-alongs that I’ve done so far is a 
department that shows tremendous profes-
sionalism despite being low on resources, 
manpower and equipment.

“I was there for closing [last call] of 
the nightclubs and I have to say what 
these officers deal with is a wild scene 
in Lawrence at end of the night. I don’t 
know how they do it, but they do and they 
handle it really well. You have clubs all 
closing at the same time, there are many 
inebriated patrons filing onto the streets of 
Lawrence and with that comes the inevi-
table problems.”

Laplante said that this included parking 
lot fist fights, altercations in the middle of 
the streets, drunk driving, and was quick 
to point out that most of the individuals 
who are causing the problems “are not 
from Lawrence. They are from outside the 
city.”

“Overall I’d say it’s been very valuable 
to be able to see what goes on first hand. 
It’s critical to see what these officers face 
every day. I mean, you hear stories about 
what goes on but when you see it for 
yourself, you get a much better under-
standing of how well the police officers 
and dispatchers do their jobs and use that 
knowledge to make their lives and the 
lives of the people of Lawrence a little 

better, a little safer.” 
ROOM FOR IMPROVEMENT?
The Valley Patriot asked Councilor 

Laplante if there were any areas where he 
thought the Lawrence police needed im-
provement or areas where the LPD could 
be doing things differently.

“Well, I will say that 99% of the 
Lawrence police officers I have seen are 
professional and doing their jobs by the 
book. So, I don’t want anything I say to 
reflect badly on the 99%, but I did see 
a few incidents where officers were too 
aggressive and provocative, maybe … had 
a little bit of an edge to them that didn’t 
seem helpful in the situations they were 
dealing with.”

“It’s really unfortunate when this hap-
pens because it can cast a bad light on all 
the good officers who are trying to calm 

these situations 
and make us a 
more peaceful 
city.”

Laplante said 
that he believes 
that there are 
city employees 
in every de-
partment who 
could benefit 
from additional 
training to bet-

ter service the public.
“There are always people in any job 

who need to be reminded what their role 
is and how they are supposed to conduct 
themselves. I’m glad I got to witness that 
too,” he admits, though he said he had no 
interest in identifying the officer or cause 
a stir. He said that his role was to observe, 
not interfere, and also use his observations 
to increase efficiency and improve the 
quality of life in the city.

“I support the police officers while they 
are doing their jobs, but I need to also be 
able to understand the frustrations of my 
constituents when they run into an unfor-
tunate situation with one of our employees 
who could be doing a better job.”

“The reason I am doing all this is to 
learn how things work. I want to better un-
derstand the challenges our public safety 
officers face every day and give them the 
support they need. Whether that’s finding 
out where they need more funding, such 
as for vehicles and equipment, or how we 
can change policies to make their lives 
safer such as retraining some officers.”

“I can’t stress enough how professional 
this department is. They are potentially 
dealing with life and death every time 
they answer a call and they handle it 
extremely well.”

 COMING in FEBRUARY . PART II 
Councilor Laplante Observes Lawrence 
Fire Department, Fire Alarm, and DPW.

LAPLANTE: FROM PAGE 21

the common or that the press ignored the 
incident.

“Patrick Humphries and I were at a 
conference in D.C. when the story broke. 
I could not believe another group would 
intentionally harm the Tea Party brand 
by doing something so blatantly wreck-
less and offensive. All they succeeded in 
doing was to prove to the media that some 
members of the Tea Party are exactly what 
they have been saying about us. To this 
day I am asked to defend the Tea Party 
against the actions of those saboteurs of 
the movement. I was surprised and per-
haps a little naïve that the media, with the 
exception of the Valley Patriot and WCAP, 
ignored the story. Then it began to make 
sense. Portraying the Tea Party as inclu-
sive, tolerant and non-judgmental did not 
fit into the media narrative.”

LOOKING BACK AND
 LOOKING AHEAD
We asked Morabito to give us her 

thoughts on where the Tea Party was when 
she took over and where it is now?

“When I took over, I felt like we were 
living out a George Orwell novel. Noth-
ing made sense anymore. The Tea Party, 
with its average citizens concerned about 
a government that was becoming too large 
and powerful, was being blamed for every 
problem known to man. Yet, the ‘Occupy’ 
movement, full of anarchists, vandalizing 
businesses, destroying private property, 
hacking into corporate computer systems, 
costing taxpayers millions of dollars and 
causing general mayhem were being com-
pletely embraced by liberals – especially 
the Obama Administration.”

“I knew we had a lot of work ahead of 
us to educate folks about what was really 
happening versus what they were hearing 
from the mainstream media. The Tea Party 
is a threat to the status quo; a threat to big 
government spendthrifts, corrupt politi-
cians and those gaming the system.”

“Over the years we’ve evolved from 
a protest movement to an activist move-
ment, with an effort towards education, 
legislative and public policy advocacy 
where we can affect real change.

Morabito says that in the last few years 

the Tea Party has been working smarter 
not harder.

“But I would not trade the experience 
for anything. The role I accepted has 
forced me to stretch my comfort zone 
beyond anything I could have imagined, 
and I have grown as a person because of 
it. I am so grateful to all the hard-working 
activists who have stood side-by-side with 
me in this incredibly important move-
ment. We have celebrated many wins and 
suffered more than a few losses. But all 
in all, I’m proud of what we have accom-
plished in this state and the organization 
we’ve built together. I will cherish the 
friendships and professional relationships 
I’ve developed over the past 4 years with 
GBTP.” 

Morabito lives in Haverhill and is a psy-
chiatric nurse at a local hospital. Morabito 
is also a monthly columnist for The Valley 
Patriot and active with True the Vote, 
a grassroots organization to protect the 
integrity of the voting process.

  The tea party also elected steering 
committee member, Peter Laird as media 
liaison. Kat Hess was elected to serve 
as secretary. The steering committee 
nominates and elects officers every two 
years. New terms commence January 1, 
2014 and end December 31, 2015. Other 
members of the committee include Austin 
Hess, Catherine White and Pat Alessi.

BHI Forecast: State tax revenues 
to Rise in 2014 and 2015

The Beacon Hill Institute at Suffolk 
University (BHI) estimates that Massa-
chusetts state tax revenues will come in at 
$23.283 billion for Fiscal Year 2014, 5.3% 
above FY 2013. Meanwhile, revenues 
will be $25.132 billion for FY 2015, 7.9% 
above FY 2014.

The 7.9% increase for FY 2015 is large-
ly driven by a surge in personal income.

The New England Economic Partner-
ship projects state personal income to 
increase by 6.0% in Calendar Year (CY) 
2014 and 6.7% in CY 2015.

David G. Tuerck, Executive Director of 
the Institute and Professor of Economics 
at Suffolk University, and Paul Bachman, 
Director of Research, will presented the 
forecast in testimony before the Joint 
Committee on Ways and Means last 
month  in The Gardner Auditorium at The 
State House. 

The legislature uses the BHI estimate, 
along with estimates provided by other 
groups, to help determine the revenues 
needed for the upcoming state budget.

Total tax revenues for FY 2013 closed 
out at $22.12 billion, and FY 2014 reve-
nues are on pace to exceed the predictions 
made last December of $22.19 billion.

Sales tax revenues are expected to 

grow by 6.7% in FY 2014, while personal 
income tax revenues are expected to grow 
by 3.5%.

“Massachusetts is experiencing a firm 
recovery from the Great Recession an 
moving ahead with a tax cut required by 
law,” says Tuerck. “Growth is taking form 
in all of the major tax categories through 
FY 2015 with only a slight dip in miscel-
laneous taxes for this fiscal year.”

According to BHI projections for FY 
2015, personal income tax revenues will 
grow by 9.3%, sales tax revenues by 
2.2%, and corporate excise by 16.7%, 
while more volatile business excises and 
usually stable motor fuels tax revenue will 
grow by 31.3% and 5.8%, respectively. 
Total taxes for FY 2015 will grow by 
$1.91 billion over FY 2014.

“Both the U.S. and Massachusetts econ-
omies have survived the fiscal cliff and the 
government shutdown,” said Tuerck. 

“There is uncertainty at the federal level 
over the effects of Dodd/Frank, the Af-
fordable Care Act, and eventual tapering 
of federal reserve policy. But the contin-
ued capacity of Massachusetts to outper-
form the rest of the country bodes well for 
strong revenue growth.”

Patrick Humphries, new President of 
the Greater Boston Tea Party 

MORABITO STEPS DOWN: FROM PAGE 23
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To m  D u g g a n  i s  t h e 
publisher of The Valley 
Patriot, lectures on media 
bias, is a former Lawrence 
School Committeeman, and 
hosts the Paying Attention! 
Radio Program on WCAP, 
980AM, every Saturday from 

10-noon. You can email your comments to 
valleypatriot@aol.com

in operation for the last six years. Located 
at 125 Winter Street, and also known as 
the Common Ground Café, the food pantry 
is a resource available to anyone from the 
community that needs assistance. Emmaus 
Inc. has been providing shelter, affordable 
housing and compassionate services for 
homeless individuals and families since 
1985. For more than 25 years, Com-
munity Meals has been providing a hot 
meal to Haverhill’s needy. Facilitated by 
the Haverhill Department of Children 
and Families, Adopt-A-Family program 
provides gifts to low-income families. For 
additional information on these programs, 
please visit their websites.

METHUEN SENIOR CENTER
Jan 10th - Fuel Asssistance. 9AM by ap-

pointment only. 
Jan 10th - Get To Know Your Senior 

Center informational session and tour. 
10am. 

Jan 11th -Sat Night Ballroom Dance. 
Boots & Co. 7pm. $9.00.

Jan 13th - Movie Matinee & Luncheon! 
Movie at 10:30AM with pizza lunch 
sponsored by Home Instead Senior Care 
to follow. Watch for movie title to be an-
nounced. Reservations required. 

Jan 15th - Methuen Veterans Director 
Tom Hargreaves monthly office hours. 10-
11:30AM. 

Jan 15th -Free Legal Clinic. Atty. Karol 
Bisbee. 9am. Appointment required (15 
minutes maximum)

Jan 16th - Birthday Party. 11:30am. 
Jan 17th - Arthritis Support Group meet-

ing featuring guest speaker from Nevins 
Family of Services. 10AM. - All are 
welcome. 

Jan 20th - Martin Luther King Day. 
Center closed. 

Jan 21th AARP Meeting. 1PM. 
Jan 25th - at Night Ballroom Dance. 
The Entertainers. 7PM. $9.00.
Jan 27th - Informational Health Talk fea-

turing guest speaker from Nevins Family 
of Services to talk about balance. 10:30AM 
All are invited. 

TARSHI 
LAW OFFICE

510 Essex St
Lawrence, MA 01840

(978) 686-1821

See Our Ad 

 on Page 28
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services, ranging from healthcare needs to 
social supports.  

Dr. Kent comes to PACE after complet-
ing his medical education and obtaining his 
Medical Degree in Russia.  His postdoctor-
al training was at Oakland Medical Center, 
an affiliation of Wayne State University, 
Pontiac, MI, and at Beth Israel Deaconess 
Medical, affiliated with Harvard Medical 
School.  He is also currently a Geriatrician 
at The Greater Lawrence Family Health 
Center, Lawrence, MA. 

Dr. Kent said that he appreciates work-
ing with the PACE program because “it 
provides a concierge concept of highly 
personalized care with a multidisciplinary 
approach.  I appreciate the tailored care 
for the specific needs of seniors, and I also 
enjoy working with them because of their 
wisdom and gratitude,” he said. 

For more information, please visit www.
pacenorthshore.org or call 877-803-5564.

LAWRENCE CHESS CLUB
The Lawrence Chess Club will meet on 

Wednesday, 15th Jan. 2014 from 6-8pm  
at the Lawrence Public Library, corner of 
Haverhill & Lawrence streets.This is al-
ways a FREE event, held the third Wednes-
day each month. Please bring a friend and a 
chess set. ALL ages and abilities welcome. 
Play, learn and help teach. We can teach 
anyone to play in about 20 minutes, but it 
requires a lifetime to master. English is not 
required.

HAVERHILL BANK EMPLOYEES 
DONATE TIME, FOOD, GIFTS TO 
FOUR AREA ORGANIZATIONS

Haverhill Bank Employees spent No-
vember and early December collecting 
items for various local charitable groups. 
Somebody Cares New England (SCNE), 
Emmaus Inc., and Adopt-A-Family and 
Community Meals all benefitted from 
donations from the bank this month.

More than 12 large boxes of non-per-
ishable items were collected and donated 
to SCNE in a bank-wide food drive.  In 
addition, the bank also presented SCNE 
with a $295 check; and collected mittens, 
gloves and hats for children supported by 
Emmaus Inc. Bank employees also served 
a meal and provided desserts to those that 
eat at the Monday night Community Meals 
and, for the eighth year in a row, two local 
families had their wish lists fulfilled via the 
Adopt-A-Family program.

Each of the receiving organizations oper-
ates in Haverhill. SCNE has been in exis-
tence since 2003, with an open food pantry 

NOTEBOOK: CONTINUE FROM PAGE 17

until noontime.
I grabbed a coffee in the lobby and 

headed back to EAHS. When I got there, I 
was greeted by a new staff member I hadn’t 
met yet.

He gave me the job of squeegeeing the 
floors of the freshly sprayed kennels. After 
that I was assigned to switching dogs that 
had been in the play-yard with the dogs that 
I had just fed.

A few hours passed and Carolyn showed 
up. She is such a ray of sunshine. Always 
has a smile and a great attitude. I loved the 
way she sweetly spoke to the dogs; called 
them all her “babies” in her southern twang. 
We talked a little bit, but then I had to head 
back to the hotel to change out of my yucky 
clothes and into my business attire. I wasn’t 
ready to say goodbye to my new friend 
yet, so I decided to swing by their local 
adoption day at Petsmart and say goodbye 
there. Their section of the store was filled 
with dog crates and families looking and 
adopting.

It was a great day for EAHS and for those 
of us in rescue. Dogs were finding their 
forever homes. It reminded me of what my 
typical adoption day on a Saturday at Petco 

would look like.
I left Alabama with a new found sense 

of hope. It was nice to see there were 
other people like me out there. People with 
normal, busy lives; juggling fulltime jobs, 
families, and their own pets; but willing to 
make the sacrifice of giving up free time in 
order to save dogs. I was hundreds of miles 
away from home, but felt connected. I made 
friends during that trip that I will keep in 
touch with for years to come (especially 
thanks to social media).

One more quick story.
A good friend of mine recently told me 

that she and her boyfriend are heading to 
St. Martin next month and they plan to visit 
the only animal shelter on the island. What 
a great idea, sounds like something I would 
do! We are going to send a few treats and 
toys with them so they can shower the shel-
ter with much needed goodies. My point of 
telling you these stories is this: no matter 
where you are, you can always be giving 
back and helping others. Whether they have 
two legs or four, help and selflessness is 
always needed. So let 2014 be the year that 
you decide to give back.

• 1st Prize: Fall Colors at Linwood 
Cemetery, Haverhill by Martha Akey of 
Haverhill

• 2nd Prize: Early Morning on the Mer-
rimack (at Lowell’s Boat Shop), Ames-
bury by Suzanne DeGeorge of Newbury-
port

• 3rd Prize: Sunflowers at Colby Farm, 
Newbury by Stanley Slysz of Salem

Category: The Merrimack Valley
• 1st Prize: The Chapel at West Parish, 

Andover by Peggy Erb of Andover
• 2nd Prize: Chicken Crossing The 

Road, Middle Road, Newbury by Ken 
Jordan of Lynn

• 3rd Prize: October Sunrise on the Mer-
rimack River, Newburyport by Suzanne 
DeGeorge of Newburyport

Category: People and Places
• 1st Prize: Hail Helianthus! at Colby 

Farm, Newbury by Susan Plutsky of 
Beverly

• 2nd Prize: Fireworks over the Friend-
ship, Salem Maritime NHS, Rick Matthias 
of Salem

• 3rd Prize: Kayaking the Danvers River 

in Beverly by Elaine Gauthier of Middle-
ton

Category: Essex Coastal Scenic Byway
• 1st Prize: Winter Island Snow, Salem 

by Stanley Slysz of Salem
• 2nd Prize: The Essex at Burnham’s 

Boat Yard, Essex by Don Erb of Andover
• 3rd Prize: Eastern Point Sunset, 

Gloucester by Steven Perlmutter of North 
Andover

Youth Entry Prize:
• “Far and Away,” Plum Island, New-

buryport by Kerry Reynolds of George-
town

Photo Contest Reception and Exhibit
  The public is invited to attend the 2013 

Photo Contest Reception on Thursday, 
January 23, 2014, at 6 PM, at the new gal-
lery at Hunt’s Photo & Video in Melrose 
(located at 100 Main Street, Melrose, MA 
02176-6104). At the reception, photogra-
phers will be presented with their awards 
and visitors will have a chance to meet the 
photographers as well as preview the 2013 
Photo Contest Exhibit. The reception is a 
free event; please call Essex Heritage at 
(978) 740-0444 to RSVP.

PUPPYGIRL: FROM PAGE 15 CONTEST: FROM PAGE 19

As everyone knows the year began with 
the clock striking midnight as everyone 
cheered “Happy New Year” to all as the 
sound of glasses clinking off each other 
was heard at the very minute.

 The ball dropping in Times Square, New 
York was the thing to watch on television 
as an arm full of television shows reflected 
upon the 2013. Did they mention that the 
Red Sox came from Worst to First to win 
their third World Series title in ten-years 
… some of them might have, but the show 
I watched left it by the wayside. Did they 
mention that the Wilbur Theatre turned 
100-years old in 2013??? … No … so I’m 
notifying you of that right now.

 Another thing they failed to mention 
reflecting back on 2013 was when they for-
got to mention that Comedian Pablo Fran-
cisco would be performing at the Wilbur 
Theatre at 246 Tremont Street in Boston on 
Saturday, January 11, 2014 at 7 p.m.

 “It’s going to be a crazy show,” said 
Francisco. “If anyone wants to come down 
to the Wilbur, it’s just like the funni-
est place to go. It’s the ultimate spot for 
comics to do shows, and it’s great and I’m 
really happy to go there.”

 Performing for his third time at the Wil-
bur Theatre, Francisco was in a limousine 
heading to Ontario, California to perform 
alongside Comedian Steve Kramer as we 
had a phone interview.

 Mentioning that he has Positive A.D.D., 
Francisco said he feels everyone has 
A.D.D. in one way or another.

 Talking about performing at the Wilbur 
Theatre, Francisco said he will try to per-
suade Kramer to come along with him for 
the show. “He has to do a gig in Iowa so 
I’m trying to talk him out of it so we’ll see 
how it goes,” said Francisco. “I think after 
three Jack Daniels, it’s pulled off.”

 Impersonating 15-celebrities and 12 oth-
ers (27 people total), Francisco said he met 
deep voiced Vin Diesel once and Aaron 

Neville wasn’t too happy with his perfor-
mance, most likely because he was making 
fun of him outside his tour bus.

 Meeting Jimmy Fallon in the 90s taking 
acting classes at the Melrose Improv in 
Hollywood, Francisco said, “As soon as we 
saw each other at the Jimmy Fallon Show I 
walked up to him and he said, ‘What’s your 
best impersonation?’ I said, ‘Right now I’m 
working on Charlie Sheen.’ He did Charlie 
Sheen for me and took my jokes and made 
them better. That was hilarious.”’ 

 “It’s going to be a little bit of Saturday 
Night Live plus Family Guy divided by 
the square root of In Living Color,” said 
Francisco when mentioning that comedy 
fans should see him perform at the Wilbur 
Theatre on January 11 at 7 p.m. 

Shawn Hansen is a Real Estate Agent 
at Century 21 Advance Realty in Medford, 
MA. If you are looking to list your home, 
sell your house or buy a house call him at 
1-781-395-2121 extension 227 or send an 
email to shawnhansen@c21advance.com. 
Along with The Valley Patriot, Hansen also 
writes for the Tewksbury & Wilmington Ad-
vocate newspapers.

Shawn Hansen's Comedy Corner 
with Pablo Francisco 
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*(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Strategic_law-
suit_against_public_participation) 

Retaliation against public health whistle-
blowers has a chequered history within 
Boston’s hospitals. Precisely why Section 
187 exists, to remove from medical profes-
sionals any fear of losing their job & license 
when they raise concerns about public safety 
and cover them with a cloak of governmen-
tal protection. Progressives who care about 
public safety should vociferously question 
AG Coakley as to why she ignores this law, 
and how many more Lori Anns must die. 

R. Allen Stanford crushed Leyla Wydler, 
another Beautiful Soul, using NASD (now 
FINRA), the board policing the license of 
finance people. Wydler too reported fraud to 
regulators and they crushed her instead too. 
Her Senate testimony is a must-read. There 
is zero difference between the persecution 
of Wydler by her former employer using the 
power of NASD and the persecution of Dr 
Schwartz by his former employer using the 
power of EOHHS’ Board of Medicine.

After Enron, employees of finance firms 
came under the Sarbanes-Oxley (SOX) 
statute’s protection, for the nation’s good. 
After public outrage SEC bigwigs received 
tongue-lashings during the Madoff hearings. 
For 10 years the SEC suppressed warnings 
from fraud examiner Harry Markopolos. 
Harry published a book called “No one 
would listen.” Dr Schwartz should too. 
All finance people are aware of SOX now 
whereas no doctor in Boston’s hospitals has 
heard of the pro-consumer law called Sec-
tion 187. 

Boston’s politically-protected hospitals 
rejoice in the knowledge that they face no 
threat at all of prosecution by AG Coakley 
under Section 187 (how much have they paid 
her?), an undeniably classic case of Regula-
tory Capture, which thus allows hospitals to 
destroy with total impunity Beautiful Souls 
who care about the people of this Progres-
sive state which then serves as a clear warn-
ing to other physicians to toe the hospital’s 
line or be driven out of medicine itself by 
EOHHS’ own hit-men such as James Paikos, 
exactly as NASD crushed Wydler. That is 
“the Boston system.” 

The Globe’s article “Frustration on all 
fronts” (Sun. 12/15/13) documents the 
impossibility of an ordinary family over-
coming Massachusetts’ “deference towards 
a hospital.” - “They took their complaints 
to every authority they could think of: the 
District Attorney, the Attorney General, the 
Governor’s office, even the FBI. They al-
leged that Children’s was using its consider-
able muscle to box them out at every turn.” 
- This family wouldn’t have fared any better 
in Sicily seeking redress from the Mafia. 
“Deference to hospitals,” the local euphe-
mism for Regulatory Capture, consciously 
violates the 14th Amendment and confirms 
the total abdication of state government. The 
parents’ human rights are also crushed by the 
collusive captured state government’s con-
scious violation of Article 23 of the ICCPR 
(Art. 16 in the Universal Declaration), an 
article fostered by Eleanor Roosevelt herself, 
ratified by Congress without reservations and 
given the force of law by President Bush’s 
signature.

“What was it drove our forefathers to this 
country? Was it not the ecclesiastical corpo-
rations and perpetual monopolies of England 
and Scotland? Shall we suffer the same evils 
to exist in this country?” - James Jackson 
(1757-1806)

What is entirely unacceptable is to have 
our tax-dollars wasted on public servants 
who do not care about the public good. 
These include the leadership of EOHHS, 
conscious parties to regulatory fraud, who 
gave Arbour 3-days notice of a “spot check” 
and ignored the spot-on warnings of Dr. 
Schwartz, which naturally led to the entirely 
preventable death of Lori Ann Durant. I 
wonder how much EOHHS regulators pock-
eted from Arbour to ignore Dr. Schwartz, 

In Boston a young woman was murdered 
recently. The murderer had previously at-
tacked another but hadn’t been arrested, even 
though he dropped his wallet at the scene 
and the poor victim had described him. The 
death of Amy Lord thus was an undeniably 
preventable murder that should have been 
prevented by people we pay a salary + pen-
sion to do just so. Applying this principle, 
Police Commissioner Ed Davis immediately 
demoted the detective who should have 
arrested the soon-to-be murderer but did 
not. Commissioner Davis aligned his sense 
of right & wrong with that of the common 
people and made the police accountable 
to taxpayers, who work hard and fund the 
salaries of those in Government. Applying 
this principle to the institutionally-corrupt 
Executive Office of Health and Human Ser-
vices (EOHHS = DPH + DMH + Board of 
Medicine + DCF) we see Commissioner Ed 
Davis is not this State’s role model. 

Boston’s hospitals are politically powerful. 
Enforcing the rule of law on them is a laugh-
able concept. Hospital trustees are the local 
elite who fund politicians, thereby purchas-
ing total impunity for their hospitals. Police 
Detective Tim Braun who caught Charles 
Cullen, RN for 400+ murders, proved the 
hospital actively obstructed the police. That 
is what hospitals do. A powerful law called 
Section 187 (MGL Ch. 149) is specifically 
designed to protect the common people from 
uncaring hospitals. Which is why it sits, 
forlorn and unloved, the unwanted stepchild, 
exactly like anti-corruption laws in Third 
World countries. Section 187 also requires 
that a sign be prominently posted throughout 
hospitals to inform employees about this law. 
This has never been enforced by Attorney 
General Martha Coakley or by EOHHS. 

It is impossible to even imagine that AG 
Coakley would use this law to hold hospitals 
accountable to defenseless folks dependent 
on the State for protection. She never has, 
never will. It requires State officials to actu-
ally care enough about the little people to 
go against politically powerful hospitals. It 
requires intact morals and a spine. I brought 
this to her attention a year ago, to damning 
silence. Her studied refusal to prosecute is 
deliberate. 

If this law were applied even once, us 
little people would see fear finally force 
Chief Medical Officers like Gerry Steinberg 
to actually care. The recent preventable 
death at Arbour Hospital proves this. A car-
ing physician, Dr. Sheldon Schwartz, risked 
his license to tell the Government that there 
were not enough internists to perform proper 
medical evaluations of patients admitted to 
Arbour. Patients with mental illness in need 
of inpatient treatment do not leave their other 
grave illnesses at the door, such as HIV, 
post-transplant complications, anticoagula-
tion for stroke/heart attacks, insulin-depen-
dent diabetes and sleep apnea. These need to 
be seriously managed as well, by internists. 
Dr. Schwartz, who fully meets Eyal Press’ 
definition of a Beautiful Soul, repeatedly 
warned 2 EOHHS Departments - Mental 
Health and Public Health. EOHHS did not 
care. A patient, Lori Ann Durant, died ex-
actly as predicted by Dr. Schwartz. 

Dr Schwartz is being persecuted by 
Arbour who retaliated against him for 
contacting EOHHS and perniciously filed 
false charges against him at EOHHS’ Board 
of Registration in Medicine even though he 
left Arbour months before this patient died. 
This Board threat is a clear SLAPP* to crush 
him before the dead patient’s family files a 
lawsuit against Arbour. Facilitating hospital 
retaliation is the main function of EOHHS’ 
Board of Medicine and it’s website con-
sciously tramples the US Constitution & 130 
years of case law as Counsel Emily Rath-
bone knows. That is “the Boston system.” 
Crony capitalism, just like India and Russia. 

Commissioner Ed Davis sadly is not 
this Commonwealth’s Role Model

Dr. Bharani Padmanabhan 
VALLEY PATRIOT OPINION COLUMNIST 

NATIONAL - TEENS

One of my family’s favorite movies is 
called “It’s a Mad, Mad, Mad, Mad World”. 
It’s an old slapstick comedy 
that revolves around a group 
of greedy people who are 
brought together in the com-
mon pursuit of buried trea-
sure after they witness a car 
accident in which the dying 
driver, in his final moments, 
tells the bystanders about 
the location of his hidden 
fortune. I can recommend the 
film to anyone who appreci-
ates classic comedies –this is 
a great one. 

I thought about the movie recently, not 
because of the plot, but because of the title, 
which seems more and more relevant with 
each passing day.

 I was watching TV last week, and they 
were talking about Miley Cyrus’ latest 
cringe-worthy antics. Miley has gone off 
the deep end, and I can’t believe that my 
sister and I used to idolize her. She is mak-
ing her own choices now, and she will have 
to live with them for the rest of her life, 
however long (or brief) that may be. I can’t 
help but compare her ridiculous and dan-
gerous current lifestyle with her previous 
wholesomeness. She was an example for 
all young girls to imitate, and now, just a 
couple of years later, she represents every-
thing that is wrong with the decadent celeb-
rity “look at me” crowd. Like it or not, kids 
imitate what they see, and you can’t turn 
on the TV, browse the internet, or pick up a 
magazine without being inundated with the 
latest wild pictures of the lost Miley. It can 
depress you if you let it, especially because 
she is so talented and so beautiful, and in a 
position to do so much to the positive. Still, 
there are some who see her as a role model 
and idolize her even more now for her “in-
novative” or “fresh” style. For her, and for 
those who imitate her, it’s an unfortunate 
development.

It’s shocking to see altogether how 
each generation of teens has evolved over 
the decades. I suppose every generation 
believes that their emerging youths are the 
ones getting out of control. Of course, this 
makes sense because change is inevitable. 
It’s constant regardless of where you live 
or what kind of community surrounds you. 
Perhaps the reason for this is that young 
people tend to desire the acceptance of 
their peers. Somehow, this works best when 
you try to give off an air of indifference 
or suppress your opinions, no matter how 
foolish this might sound. I can relate to this 
myself. As a teenager, I have sometimes 
been reluctant to reveal my thoughts and 
beliefs at times, for fear of committing “so-
cial suicide”. The solution to this problem 
is simple, yet may not be in reach. Kids 
should start to place less value on fitting in, 

and attach more importance to standing up 
for what is important to them.

I think there are many 
components to being a good 
leader. A big part of being 
a leader is exactly what the 
word suggests. In order to 
lead, you must attract fol-
lowers. Followers might be 
mimicking their leaders, but 
leaders don’t go along with 
the crowd. They set them-
selves apart from everybody 
else BECAUSE they don’t 
do what everyone else does. 
They set an example through 

their trustworthiness, their loyalty, and their 
courage to stand up for what they believe 
in. A leader should be someone to emulate. 

I have known, both personally and 
through outside experiences, hundreds of 
leaders throughout my life. To me, be-
ing a leader consists of multiple different 
qualities, not necessarily all being found in 
the same person. I have never really been a 
huge fan of politics, but if I had to choose 
one person who has influenced me a lot and 
demonstrated, in my opinion, the epitome 
of being a leader I would most certainly say 
Ronald Reagan. When I first learned that 
Ronald Reagan was an actor prior to be-
coming president, I was drawn to his story. 
I also saw a documentary about him when 
I was younger and he just seemed like a 
super down-to-earth, fun-loving guy. 

I suppose it’s just the fact that when 
you’re younger and ignorant about politics, 
and you see someone who is comfortable in 
his own skin and has an easygoing demean-
or, you admire them more for being such 
an influential leader yet maintaining the 
ability to be a little silly too. After learning 
more about his political viewpoints and all 
the things he accomplished for America, I 
developed a much greater respect for him. 

To me, Reagan was not just an effective 
leader because of each individual thing he 
accomplished during his presidency, but for 
the results of the sum total of his decisions. 
Of the many quotes attributed to him, one 
of my favorites is “We are never defeated 
unless we give up on God.” This quote 
really encompasses, for me, all the great 
things about this man. It just amazes me 
that he thought that way especially with the 
pressures of the presidency. The fact that 
he was able to keep a deep faith throughout 
his two terms amidst a total lack of privacy, 
and with the never-ending duties that natu-
rally went along with serving as president, 
just makes me admire him so much more. 
Not only does it demonstrate that he was 
a man of faith and he didn’t abandon his 
beliefs, it shows that he was humble in gov-
erning the country while being aware that 
he was guided by a Higher Power.

Mylie Cyrus off the Deep End

persecute him through the Board and make 
that 30% profit happen. 

If Ed Davis, a man of the people, were At-
torney General, us little people would have 
real hope of seeing heads roll at the institu-
tionally-corrupt EOHHS, which now claims 
$15 BILLION a year is not enough! A public 
adversarial Knapp-level Commission is es-
sential after Annie Dookhan, 64 meningitis 
deaths, Arbour and the 5yo Fitchburg boy 
heartlessly betrayed by EOHHS whose lead-
ers such as JudyAnn Bigby are also criminal-
ly and civilly liable individually for the false 
imprisonment of hundreds of people. They 
know it too and homesteaded their houses 
recently. Unlike Wall Street executives, these 
we can send to prison soon and should. 

Unfortunately, we have only Martha Coak-
ley. We cannot expect better. She will not 
save heroes like Dr. Schwartz. Regulatory 
Capture (“deference to hospitals”), violations 
of the US Constitution, preventable deaths 
and 30% profits shall continue. Expecting 
Massachusetts to hold hospitals accountable 

is like expecting certain states to hold min-
ing firms accountable or the military holding 
itself accountable for the preventable murder 
of Lance Corporal Maria Lauterbach. 

   One hope for the future is Progressive 
activists confronting “the Boston system” 
head on just as ACT UP confronted the 
taxpayer-funded NIH and saved thousands of 
people that NIH, like EOHHS, was happy to 
let die. The other is direct monitoring of EO-
HHS by Congress or Federal Judge Wolf to 
save the people (incl. parents visiting across 
state lines - interstate commerce) given the 
abdication of the State Attorney General and 
the utter failure of State government. We 
need to put EOHHS into receivership just 
like Chelsea but Federal this time as willful-
ly-blind State legislators who even exempted 
hospitals from new pharmacy rules prompted 
by the 64 meningitis deaths clearly do not 
care. The common people desperately need 
saving from State predators.

TEEN TALK WITH ANA DEBERNARDO
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ENTERTAINMENT

The Voice of Heroin

My list of the best 
that TV had to offer in 
2013 was so hard to 
compile. There were so 
many quality programs 
to choose from this 
year, so narrowing this 
list down was a tough 

task. You will notice that there are no sit-
coms on this list, but unfortunately the crop 
of comedies on the air right now just didn’t 
make the cut. Here are my choices for the 
best TV shows of 2013. 

10. (tie) Homeland (SHO) – When I 
started compiling this list, this show wasn’t 
on it. But the final 6 episodes of the season 
were top notch and propelled Homeland 
back onto the list. Claire Danes and Dami-
an Lewis were excellent as always, but this 
season belonged to Mandy Patinkin and his 
portrayal of CIA Director Saul Berenson. 
The truly gut wrenching finale was one of 
the year’s best episodes.

10 (tie) Mad Men (AMC) – Mad Men 
didn’t have its best season, but still better 
than most series on the air. Jon Hamm’s 
Don Draper continues to be one of TV’s 
greatest characters. With just 2 short 
seasons left of this amazing show, I’ll be 
savoring every episode.

9. The Blacklist (NBC) – The only net-
work series on my list, The Blacklist stars 
James Spader as one of Americas Most 
Wanted who now aids the FBI in catching 
the most dangerous criminals in existence. 
Spader is superb in the lead role. 

8. Ray Donovan (Showtime) – Liev 
Schreiber stars in the title role of this excit-
ing series. Ray Donovan is a Boston raised 
tough guy, now living in Los Angeles and 
making his living as a “fixer” for a power-
ful law firm. Jon Voight, as Ray’s ex-con 
father, gives one of the best performances 
of his career. 

7. Masters Of Sex (Showtime) – This 
freshman series about Masters & Johnson, 
the pioneers of the science of human sexu-
ality whose research touched off the sexual 
revolution, boasts some of the year’s best 
acting. Michael Sheen, Lizzy Caplan, and 
Beau Bridges are excellent.

6. Boardwalk Empire (HBO) – Even 
though this show is lower on my list than it 
was last year, that speaks more to the qual-
ity of programming on TV today than any 
decrease in the quality of this series. On the 
contrary, Boardwalk Empire had one of its 
strongest seasons to date. 

5. Southland (TNT) – TV’s best police 
show, Southland, ended its 5 year run in 
April with its finest season yet. Top notch 
writing and acting, especially by Michael 
Cudlitz, who gave one of the year’s best 
performances. 

4. House of Cards (Netflix) – Kevin 
Spacey’s top notch performance highlight-
ed this political drama. The series centers 
on Senator Frank Underwood who, after 
getting passed over as Secretary of State, 
decides to exact revenge on his political 
enemies. 

3. The Walking Dead (AMC) - Now in 
its 4th season, AMC’s zombie apocalypse 
drama continued to evolve by adding 
something to this year’s episodes that it was 
previously lacking, a great villain. David 
Morrissey’s performance as The Governor 
stood out in a great ensemble cast. 

2. Orange Is The New Black (Netflix) 
– Weeds creator Jenji Kohan created this 
dramedy that centers on Piper Chapman, 
played excellently by Taylor Schilling, a 
woman in her thirties who is sentenced to 
15 months in prison. This engrossing series 
that mixes dark humor and dramatic story-
lines, top notch acting and writing was TV 
best new series of the year. 

My pick for the best show of 2013 is…..
1. Breaking Bad (AMC) – There is just 

way too much to say about this series in 
this small space. Perhaps the finest TV 
drama ever created, Breaking Bad, came 
to its immensely satisfying conclusion this 
year after 5 seasons and 62 episodes. Vince 
Gilligan’s epic story of Walter White’s 
evolution from mild mannered chemistry 
teacher to hardened gangster intensified 
its brilliance this year. Bryan Cranston 
continued his mesmerizing role as Walter 
White. “Ozymandias” was one of the best 
TV episodes of this or any other series. 

Honorable Mentions: Modern Family, 
Bates Motel, The Big Bang Theory, The 
Americans, Veep

Do you have any questions about TV? 
Email me at BillsTVTalk@gmail.com. I will 
answer all of your questions and will feature 
some of the questions I receive in a future 
column. For daily TV news, follow Bill on 
Twitter @TVNewsandNotes and on Face-
book at TVNewsandNotes - tvnewsandnotes.
com

TV TALK WITH BILL CUSHING

Bill Cushing 
VALLEY PATRIOT TV COLUMNIST

I destroy homes, tear families apart, 
take your children, and that’s just the 
start. I’m more costly than diamonds, 
more costly than gold, the sorrow I 
bring is a sight to behold, and if you 
need me, remember I’m easily found. 
I live all around you, in schools and in 
town. 

I live with the rich, I live with the 
poor, I live down the street, and maybe 
next door. My power is awesome; try 
me ....you’ll see, but if you do, you may 
never break free. Just try me once and I 
might let you go, but try me twice, and 
I’ll own your soul. 

When I possess you, you’ll steal and 
you’ll lie. You do what you have to just 
to get high. The crimes you’ll commit, 
for my narcotic charms will be worth 
the pleasure you’ll feel in your arms. 

You’ll lie to your mother; you’ll steal 
from your dad. When you see their 
tears, you should feel sad. But you’ll 
forget your morals and how you were 
raised, I’ll be your conscience, I’ll teach 
you my ways. 

I take kids from parents, and parents 
from kids, I turn people from god, and 
separate from friends. I’ll take every-
thing from you, your looks and your 
pride, I’ll be with you always, right by 
your side. You’ll give up everything 
your family, your home, your friends, 
your money, then you’ll be alone. I’ll 
take and take, till you have nothing 
more to give. When I’m finished with 
you you’ll be lucky to live. If you try 
me be warned this is no game. 

If given the chance, I’ll drive you 
insane. I’ll ravish your body; I’ll control 
your mind. I’ll own you completely; 
your soul will be mine. The nightmares 
I’ll give you while lying in bed, the 
voices you’ll hear from inside your 
head, the sweats, the shakes, the visions 
you’ll see; I want you to know, these are 
all gifts from me, But then it’s too late, 
and you’ll know in your heart, that you 
are mine, and we shall not part. 

You’ll regret that you tried me, they 
always do, but you came to me, not I 
to you. You knew this would happen. 
Many times you were told, but you chal-
lenged my power, and chose to be bold. 
You could have said no, and just walked 
away, if you could live that day over, 
now what would you say?

I’ll be your master; you will be my 
slave, I’ll even go with you, when you 
go to your grave. Now that you have 
met me, what will you do? Will you try 
me or not? 

It’s all up to you. I can bring you more 
misery than words can tell. Come take 
my hand, let me lead you to hell                                                                      

This was a reading I found on line 
from one of my support groups. It 
explains HERION and how powerful it 
is better than I could ever hope to do. 
After you have finished reading it I ask 
you to read it again slowly to get the full 
impact on what it is like for people that 
get hooked on this deadly drug.                                                  

As always, I invite you to contact me at 
978-557-9235 for any questions or info 
that I may be of help. Or if you like, go to 
our FACEBOOK page called The Empty 
Chair.   

Phil Lahey 
VALLEY PATRIOT’S PHIL OF THE FUTURE

THE EMPTY CHARI SHOW
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yeast infections, and other issues that 
signal an imbalanced immune system.

The rising rate of childhood brain 
disorders is a pressing concern that will 
continue to affect all aspects of soci-
ety. Although there is no easy answer, 
parents-to-be can lower their risk of 
giving birth to a child with ADHD, au-
tism, or other brain disorder by limiting 
exposure to environmental toxins both in 
the home and outside (for instance, rates 
of autism are found to be higher in those 
whose mothers lived near freeways dur-
ing pregnancy), eating a whole foods diet 
free of common food sensitivities (such as 

Autism linked to autoim-
mune disease in mothers

The brain begins devel-
oping as early as the first 
trimester and is profoundly 
impacted by the health of 
the immune system. When 
a pregnant woman has an 
unmanaged autoimmune 
condition, such as Hashi-
moto’s hypothyroidism, 
type 1 diabetes, rheumatoid 
arthritis, vitiligo, etc., it 
means her immune system 
is imbalanced and overac-
tive. Research has shown 
that some mothers of 
children with autism carry 
immune compounds called 
antibodies in their blood-
stream that react against 
proteins in the brain. These antibodies 
damage the developing brain of the fetus 
while in utero and may cause autism. 
Women with autoimmune disease are 
more likely to carry these immune anti-
bodies.

A parent’s diet, physical activity, stress 
hormone levels, and exposure to envi-
ronmental chemicals are other examples 
of factors that can affect a child’s brain 
development beginning in utero.

We see evidence of immune imbal-
ances in children with brain disorders as 
they typically also suffer from multiple 
food intolerances, stomach pain, chronic 
constipation, leaky gut, asthma, eczema, 

gluten), and testing for and managing any 
autoimmune reactions.

Dr. Jin Sung is a 
chiropractic physi-
cian who offers a 
unique, drug-free, 
and effective ap-
proach to the man-
agement of chronic 
health conditions. 
He utilizes Brain 
Based Therapy 

and Functional Medicine approaches to 
achieve excellent results with his patients. 
Call 978 688 6999 or visit www.DrJin-
Sung.com

One in five American children today 
has a mental disorder and the rate is 
rising, according to a report from the 
Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion (CDC). Affecting 13 to 20 percent of 
youth under 18, mental disorders impact a 
child’s behavior, ability to learn, and cope 
with their emotions. 

Although researchers don’t have a 
definitive explanation for the rise, stud-
ies have linked a mother’s autoimmune 
disease during pregnancy, environmental 
chemicals, and industrialization of food 
with the rise in childhood brain disorders. 

All of these factors profoundly affect 
the developing brain in utero and can lead 
to a brain disorder in childhood.

The rapid rise in the rate of childhood 
brain disorders is alarming and unnerv-
ing. For instance, one study showed the 
rate of hospital stays among children 
for mood disorders increased 80 percent 
since 1997. Inpatient admissions for 
mental health issues and substance abuse 
increased 24 percent between 2007 and 
2010.

The most commonly diagnosed brain 
disorder is attention-deficit/hyperactiv-
ity disorder (ADHD), affecting nearly 
7 percent of children. Other commonly 
reported issues include autism, anxiety, 
depression, Tourette’s syndrome, and be-
havioral disorders. Alcohol and substance 
abuse are issues as well.

One in Five Children Have a Mental Disorder;  
Lower the Risk Before Pregnancy

Dr. Jin Sung 
CHIROPRACTIC PHYSICIAN

HEALTHY BODY 

GRAND OPENING IN THE 
MERRIMACK VALLEY!
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MARSTON MEDICAL CENTER
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RTE. 495 EXIT 45B
EYE APPOINTMENTS 978.685.5366 • LASIK 866-77LASER (52732)
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As the year 2013 came to a close, we 
did get some good news from Washing-
ton, DC. Finally a budget was passed 
with support and compromises from 
both political parties. The bad news 
is that some of it came at the expense 
of military retirees. I have been pres-
ent when comments were made by the 
White House, members of the Senate 
and members of the House of Repre-
sentatives that they would not balance 
the budget on the backs of veterans. 
Apparently they forgot what they 
promised. There is time to correct this 
mistake and I hope Congress and the 
Administration will take action on this 
matter.

Being in the military is not like a 
civilian job. One cannot just up and 
quit, go to work elsewhere. Our troops 
are scattered across the planet. Many 
are often away from their families for 
months at a time and sent on multiple 
deployments. Those that are overseas 
are particularly in difficult, stressful 
situations wondering when they might 
be under attack. They suffer mental 
and physical wounds. Some give their 
life for our country, our freedoms. And 
their families and friends share that 
burden. It became very different when 
the draft ended in the 1970s. We have 
an all-volunteer force with our best and 
brightest. When the current conflicts 
started, let us not forget that many were 
sent off with inadequate protection for 
themselves and their vehicles. We must 
not let that happen again while budgets 
are cut. What price is our freedom? 
What price is the blood of our men and 
women in uniform?

There are other ways to cut the bud-
get. Cut some of the ridiculous studies 
that go on under the guise of research. 
How about investigating fraud and 
prosecuting those who are guilty. As 
an example, look at our own Common-
wealth of Massachusetts where State 
Auditor Bump found that $18 million 
was given out in suspicious welfare 
payments! I am certain we are not the 
only state where audits will find similar 
problems. Let’s cut out the fraud and 
abuse of good programs that are meant 
to help those in need, not those looking 
for a free ride. We all need to get this 
message out to our elected officials at 
all levels. I know I will contact them as 

VETERANS

John Lenotte is the American 
Legion, Commander, Wilbur 
M. Comeau Post 4 Haverhill 
and Vice Commander, Dept. 
of Massachusetts. He is also 
past commander. He is also the 
recipient of The Valley Patriot 
Hero Award. You can Email him 

at JohnLDistrict8@verizon.net 

News from the American Legion
John Lenotte 
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I have in the past. Please join me in do-
ing so and making your voices heard.

This is the time of year for tradi-
tional New Year’s resolutions. As in 
past years, I will look to lose weight 
and exercise more. I will add that I/
we should look to connect more with 
family and friends in the coming year. 
Time truly does fly quickly, too quickly 
sometimes. I am reminded of a poem, 
“The Dash” by Linda Ellis. You should 
take a few minutes to look this up on 
the Internet. Basically it talks about 
how life is defined. We look at a grave 
marker and note the year of birth and 
year of death. These are divided by a 
“dash”. It is what we do in the years 
between birth and death that really mat-
ter. What have we done in life? What 
impact have we made? Along with a 
new calendar year it provides a good 
measure for anyone to reflect upon their 
lives. I cannot change my past but I can 
shape my future. 

I hope you will reflect upon this 
article and join me in thanking God for 
being in the greatest country on Earth 
and praying for our troops and their 
families. Especially for the families of 
those who gave their lives during this 
last year.

John Lenotte, Commander, Wilbur 
M. Comeau Post 4, , Haverhill MA; 
Past Commander, Department of Mas-
sachusetts, The American Legion

own business is the ability to design our 
lives. Flexibility is key. Making your own 
schedule, deciding when you are taking 
your lunch break and taking your dog for a 
walk when you want to do it is just price-
less. Many entrepreneurs say that could 
never go back to working for someone else 
because of experiencing the freedom of 
designing their own lives.

6. Choose The People You Work With- 
The days of that annoying co-workeer in 
the cubicle next to you snapping their gum 
at the speed of light are over. When you 
are the boss, you choose who gets to work 
with you. You get to weed out the negative 
people and place only positive people who 
are enthusiastic and provide optimism that 
you will need to keep moving forward.

7. Follow Your Passion- Many entre-
preneurs say the long hours they invest 
in their business never seems like work 
because they are having fun in what they 
are doing. Start a business in something 
that you have a love for and it will never 
feel like work.

8. Give Back To The Community- Non-
profits are popping up in droves these days 
by business owners wanting to give back 
and help others. The desire to create more 
American jobs is very important as well. 
Many businesses are now also making 
donating to charities part of their business 
plan. There is nothing more American than 
lending a hand.

9. Sense of Pride- When you operate 
and own your own business, you feel a 
great sense of pride and accomplishment 
of building something of your own. There 
is nothing like being successful through 

There must be a reason why over 
600,000 new businesses are founded 
each year. In years past you could argue 
that starting your own business was a 
risky proposition, but after the fall of the 
economy in 2007-2008, in today’s job 
market, being an entrepreneur is becoming 
a secure and manageable way to earn a liv-
ing. Here are 10 Reasons why starting your 
own business might be a safe bet:

 1. Job Security No Longer Exists- Years 
ago it was very common to go to college, 
earn a degree and get a job in the corporate 
world ladened with benefits, pensions and 
peace of mind. Today that seems like a far 
away fairy tale. Not only has corporate 
America drastically downsized, but indus-
tries and evolving and changing at such a 
rapid pace that job appear and disappear 
overnight. Not only does this weaken tradi-
tional employment, it also wanes the spirit 
of the worker creating a lack luster excite-
ment about the future of the workforce and 
ultimately productivity.

2. Control your Own Destiny- Many 
entrepreneurs consider themselves “Type A 
personalities”. They like to make their own 
decisions and be in control. Owning a busi-
ness allows just that, control. By calling the 
shots, business owners are able to create 
their own culture for the company, hence 
encouraging creativity and re-enforcing 
your brand.

3. Say Goodbye To Commuting- Does 
the thought of not bearing that hour com-
mute each morning breathe new life into 
you? If it does, then read on. Starting your 
own home based or small business allows 
just that. Many entrepreneurs are self-start-
ers and are also self motivated so they can 
create their own structure within the home. 
They say sitting in traffic can take years off 
of your life and cause stress so by starting 
your own business the only commute you 
will be making is to the coffeepot in the 
kitchen.

4. Knowing How To Get More For Less- 
It is not a secret that spending many years 
in a recession has made us all experts on 
how to get more for less. We have become 
thriftier than ever and stretching every dol-
lar to the max is the exact mindset an entre-
preneur needs to have to be successful.

5. Finding Your Life balance – One 
of the greatest things about owning your 
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BABIES AND BRieFCASES

ON THE ROAD AGAIN!

Drivers Needed!
Help us take Fun and Entertainment on the road!

PART TIME POSITIONS

Great hours for Seniors, Students or Others

Fun, Entertaining, Compassionate People needed to transport our 
passengers to and from work. Must have a clean driving record and 
a great personality! No need to have a special license! Hours are 
approximately 6 am – 8 am and again in the afternoon from 2PM – 
4PM. Salary is $9.95/hour

Candidates must have a High School Diploma/GED, a valid drivers 
license, submit to a drug screening and a criminal background check.

Apply to:
American Training, Inc. – Att: Human Resources

102 Glenn Street, Lawrence, MA 01843
Fax: (978) 683-5124

E-mail: DebbieLynch@AmericanTrainingInc.com
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cussed post-war arrangements in Eu-
rope and the portioning of the postwar 
world. One result was a joint proclama-
tion by the U.S., Great Britain, and Chi-
na that mandated the terms of Japan’s 
surrender, ending with the ultimatum 
that Japan must immediately agree to 
unconditionally surrender, or else face 
“prompt and utter destruction.”

“ON A WING AND A PRAYER”
Charlie grew up in a Christian family 

committed to God and to prayer. “We 
lived next door to the Greek Orthodox 
Church, and I literally spent most of 
my growing up years in the church. I 
believe in God. I believe in the power 
of prayer. During the war, I had many 
close calls with death but I survived 
miraculously. I always felt God’s 
protection during the war, and I still 
feel His protection to this day. I know 
God answers prayer. He has blessed me 
abundantly.”

The psalmist wrote, “The Lord is my 
rock and my fortress and my deliverer; 
my God, my strength, in whom I will 
trust…I will call upon the Lord, who is 
worthy to be praised, so shall I be saved 
from my enemies” (Psalm 18:2-3). 

cort, although Charlie’s unit was not in-
volved. His unit did see their first action 
on August 15, 1944, when their combat 
gliders infiltrated France in Operation 
“Dragoon,” dropping troops and equip-
ment near Le Muy, France. After setting 
up a command post there, five days 
later they moved the post to Valescure, 
France, to support combat teams attack-
ing a front along the northeast from the 
northernmost end to the Mediterranean 
coast 20 kilometers south.

Charlie himself flew on a number of 
glider missions to test the effectiveness 
of the radio communications. He had 
many close brushes with death, more 
than he wishes to recall. 

Yet always, always, underneath he 
sensed the everlasting arms of the eter-
nal God.

GLIDERS: “FLYING COFFINS”
These combat gliders were dubbed 

“silent wings” or, more aptly, “flying 
coffins.” A 300-foot long nylon rope, 
about 1-inch in diameter, attached the 
glider to the C-47’s tail via a D-ring 
coupler. Once they approached the drop 
zone, the glider was released to float 
silently to the ground with its cargo of 
troops and equipment. 

The pilot had virtually no control 
over where he landed. No engine. No 
propeller. No weapons. In the midst of 
combat, the gliders were targets before 
they even landed, so a fast descent was 
crucial, preferably from altitudes as low 
as 400 to 600 feet. When under enemy 
fire, they had to crash-land in trees or 
other obstacles set up by the Germans. 
The pilot had only seconds to zero in on 
his landing spot. 

As General William Westmoreland, 
U.S. Army, Retired, said, “Every land-
ing was a genuine do-or-die situation…
They were the only aviators during 
WWII who had no motors, no para-
chutes, and no second chances.”

The CG-4A glider could carry a load 
of more than 4,000 pounds—the pilot 
and co-pilot plus 13 troops, or various 
combinations of troops with a jeep, or a 
75mm howitzer along with 18 rounds of 
ammunition and gun crew, or a 1/4-ton 
truck, or a small bulldozer, as well as 
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FROM 1: SGT. CHARLES P. SARANTOS

ary 1945) and Operation “Varsity” in 
March 1945…then advanced through 
the Rhineland, Ardennes-Alsace, and 
Central Europe, and ultimately reached 
Berlin. 

First assigned to the 512th Airborne 
Signal Corps, which later became part 
of the 112th Signal Battalion (Special 
Operations) (Airborne) and the 112th 
Allied Airborne Division, Charlie set 
up critical communications networks, 
working with the American Waco 
CG-4A combat gliders that had been in-
troduced in February 1941 to transport 
troops and equipment. Behind enemy 
lines. In stealth. Under cover of dark-
ness. To shock and confuse the enemy.

American combat gliders were 
shipped, unassembled, in huge wooden 
crates by cargo vessels to England, 
where they were assembled and then 
flight-tested. A single CG-4A glider 
required five enormous crates. In 
Manchester, England, Charlie saw them 
being assembled by untrained British 
civilians before the Ninth Air Force 
took over their assembly. 

These gliders were towed across the 
skies by C-47 military transports, and 
relied on two-way radios to communi-
cate with the C-47 pilot. Charlie set up 
the communications system, including 
a 10-volt generator on a trailer loaded 
into the glider. He also reinforced the 
CG-4A’s honeycombed plywood floors 
to prevent heavy equipment from crash-
ing through (which sometimes hap-
pened).

Charlie remembers seeing American 
glider pilots being trained in England. 
Many were civilians with only a pilot’s 
license who had been allowed to volun-
teer because of the shortage of trained 
operators.

Germany had been effectively using 
gliders in WWII since 1940 and by 
1941 had 300,000 trained glider pilots, 
produced by their numerous national 
glider clubs. Great Britain began their 
program in 1940, followed by the U.S. 
in 1941 after entering the war.

Four American glider missions flew 
as part of the D-Day invasion of Nor-
mandy, two with extensive fighter es-

Helen Moorad-
kanian is our Valley 
Patriot Hero colum-
nist and a former 
business writer. She 
is also a member of 
the Merrimack Val-
ley Tea Party, You 
can email Helen at 
hsmoor@verizon.net

ammunition and other supplies. They 
provided backup for the paratroopers 
who had arrived earlier.

As the Americans advanced toward 
Berlin, wire and radio communica-
tions became extremely difficult as the 
supported combat teams moved rapidly 
over mountains in southern France. 
Charlie’s unit commandeered the local 
wire networks to support the forward 
teams, some as far as 100 miles from 
the command post. They not only set up 
direct lines from the command post to 
each team but they also installed lines 
between the teams and provided tele-
type and wire communications to the 
Sixth Army Group Headquarters.

“BIG THREE” Postdam Conference
With Germany’s unconditional sur-

render, Charlie, as part of the 112th 
Army Airborne Signal Battalion, was 
with the first American troops that 
entered Berlin for the Allied occupation 
of that city. The Brandenburg Gate in-
signia indicates their service in Berlin. 

There in Berlin Charlie was present at 
an historic event that climaxed the end 
of WWII: the Potsdam Conference, July 
16–August 2, 1945, that brought to-
gether the “Big Three” heads of state—
U.S. President Harry Truman, British 
Prime Minister Winston Churchill, and 
Soviet Premier Josef Stalin. Charlie was 
assigned to set up and work communi-
cations during the conference, sending 
and receiving messages, because of his 
expertise in electronics and his seniority 
in the military.

At Potsdam, the “Big Three” dis-
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your own leadership and abilities. A really 
cool thing is that when you are an entrepre-
neur, people want to hear your story, how 
you got started and what motivated you to 
venture our on your own.

10. No Regrets- No one wants to say, 
“if only I had done this”, or “ why didn’t I 
do that”. Regret is even worse than failure 
because it’s the unknown. What could have 
been is a hopeless island of self-loathing so 
better to have tried than not.

  The game has changed in the rules 
of business and the old standards just do 
not apply anymore. So don’t write off the 
possibility of starting your own business, it 
may be more riskier than you think.

At the Potsdam Conference in Berlin, July 16–August 2, 1945, following 
Germany’s unconditional surrender on May 8, Sgt. Charles Sarantos was 
assigned the task of communicating messages when British Prime Minister 
Winston Churchill, U.S. President Harry Truman, and Soviet Premier 
Josef Stalin met to determine the postwar reconstruction of Germany, 
readjustment of borders, and the ultimatum to be given to Japan. 

USAAF photo shows the American-made Waco CG-4A combat glider 
that had a wingspan of about 83.6 feet and an overall length of 48 feet. 
Sgt. Charles Sarantos, U.S. Army 112th Allied Airborne, set up the two-
way radio communications between gliders and the C-47s that towed 
them across the skies before releasing them deep behind enemy lines. 
Besides the pilot and co-pilot, gliders had a payload capacity of more than 
4,000 pounds, carrying thirteen troops—or any combination of men and 
equipment, ranging from a jeep, 75mm howitzer with gun crew, to a 1/4-ton 
truck or small bulldozer. The entire nose section, swung up for loading and 
unloading men and equipment.




