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before it took off for the 10-hour flight 
over water to the Japanese mainland. He 
literally memorized the entire service 
manual to do his job, thanks to his ex-
traordinary memory, knowledge and skill 
in mechanics, and ingenious mind. (He 
has eight inventions to his credit.)

 Tinian Island is one of the three larg-
est islands in the Marianas—along with 
Saipan and Guam—and is located 1500 
miles south of Tokyo. From December 
1944 to September 1945, Tinian played a 
crucial role in the final months of the war 
in the Pacific. It was the largest—and the 
busiest—airbase in the world. It had six 
8,500-foot runways built specifically for 
the B-29s—four at North Field and anoth-
er two at West Field. The B-29s brought 
WWII to an end just two-and-one-half 
months before the planned invasion of the 

Corporal Philip Cote, U.S. Army Air 
Force—who will celebrate his 96th birth-
day on October 31—was an eyewitness 
to history on Tinian Island in the Pacific 
during World War II. Raised in a log cabin 
in Tewksbury, Mass., and now living in 
Dracut, he witnessed two momentous 
events: two B-29s—the “Enola Gay” and 
“Bock’s Car”—taking off for Japan on 
top-secret missions. 

Philip served as master mechanic and 
crew chief for the revolutionary Boeing 
B-29 Superfortresses that first landed on 
Tinian in January 1945 and, by Febru-
ary 1945, were regularly flying bombing 
missions over Japan. He was assigned to 
a specific B-29 and, as crew chief, was 
responsible for its safe operating condition 
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“Your Office Furniture Resource”
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425 Merrimack St., Lawrence, MA 01843 
TEL: (978) 681-5001 * Fax: (978) 681-5011

Corporal Philip Cote, USAAF, master 
mechanic and crew chief on the revolutionary 
B-29 Superfortresses during WWII served on 
Tinian Island in the Pacific, where his modified 
mechanic’s tool became standard issue for all 
ground crews. He received several military 
medals. An inventor and entrepreneur, he also 
developed an air distribution system used for 
cleaning looms that is still being used today 
by a Dracut textile mill. 

Japanese homeland—an invasion that had 
cost America 5 million casualties.

 Two events stand out in particular for 
Philip.

In the middle of the night at 2:45 a.m. 
on August 6, 1945, a huge B-29 Super 
fortress, the “Enola Gay,” piloted by Lt. 
Col Paul Tibbets, Jr., took off from North 
Field on Tinian Island. Only hours earlier, 
the heavy bomber had been towed very 
slowly over pit No. 1, where a 9,000-lb 
uranium bomb, “Little Boy,” 28-inches di-
ameter and 120 in. long, had been hydrau-
lically lifted into its specially designed 
bomb bay. Destination: Hiroshima. 

It was an incredible sight. Philip 
remembers the two huge bomb pits that 
had been dug for the two atomic bombs: 
one to be loaded into the “Enola Gay” 
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Voters Reject David Torissi - Voter ID a Factor

Last month one of the strongest opponents 
of Voter ID in the Massachusetts State Leg-
islature, David Torissi (D) North Andover, 
was defeated by a conservative, Pro Voter-
ID opponent named Diana DiZoglio ... who 
is also ... a Democrat!

Democrats? In favor of Voter ID?
Who could have thought? 
We did. 
For years we have reported that approxi-

mately 70% of all voters support Voter ID... 
and that includes Democrats. And for years 
we have been warning local officials who 
are Democrats that a tidal wave was com-
ing on this issue. Now an incumbent State 
Rep., once thought unbeatable, has fallen to 
a virtual unknown who had no money, no 
campaign manager, no committee and no 
help from her party.

How did she do it? In large part it was due 
to Voter ID, and listening to her constituents. 

You see, Diana DiZoglio called into a 
WCAP radio program when she announced 
her candidacy months ago. Asked about 
Voter ID, she said she didn’t have a strong 
view on it but, as she knocked on doors she 
would ask the voters and report back. 

Weeks later, DiZoglio did call back and 
told Valley Patriot publisher Tom Duggan 
on his radio show that more than 2/3 of her 
constituents (currently being represented by 
Dave Torissi) favored Voter-ID, adding that 
she would represent their view if elected.

 “After all, I’m not here to represent my 
views I am here to represent the views of 
the people in my district. They favor Voter 
ID, and I will represent that view at the State 
House,” she said. 

 A Representative who actually “repre-
sents”.... What a concept!

Of course there were other factors in 
DiZoglio’s defeat of David Torissi:

-DiZoglio out-hustled him and took her 
message directly to people’s living rooms, 
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delegates and made sweeping changes in 
something called Rule 12. Without too 
much wonk jargoneering let me just say 
that this was a real attack on the conserva-
tive wing of the Republican Party and a 
major blow to actual boots on the ground 
activists who deserve to be saluted and 
supported not slapped down. Look for 
this to be addressed again. Some of the 
bright lights of the Tampa affair included 
speeches by Condoleezza Rice, Susana 
Martinez, Marco Rubio, Nikki Haley, Ted 
Cruz and Mia Love. Sadly for the dozen 
or so viewers of MSDNC they did not get 
a chance to enjoy these speeches because 
the MSDNC equipment apparently is un-
able to hold focus on Republicans who do 
not fit their description of the GOP as the 
party of old white guys. It was fascinating 
to hear Chris Matthews, his leg all tingle, 
rant about racism while his own lily 

Every four years our political parties 
hold conventions for the purpose of writ-
ing a platform and nominating a couple 
of folks to lead the free world. In between 
those functions, we get to see a bunch of 
balloons and really silly hats and we are 
entertained with any number of speeches. 
While this year was really no different 
overall, there were a few highlights and 
lowlights which I feel compelled to ad-
dress.

 First up from Tampa, the Republicans 
had an abbreviated event thanks to an 
uninvited guest, and I don’t mean Ron 
Paul. The GOP convention was marked by 
some high and low moments to be sure. 
On the negative end of things, the party 
establishment marginalized Ron Paul’s 

white network chose to ignore the many 
wonderful speakers I’ve just mentioned. 
Of course his cohorts and fellow White 
House staffers Andrea Mitchell and Chuck 
Todd kept repeating these same lines ad 
nauseum, facts be damned.

 Chris Christie was good but not great. 
Clint Eastwood seemed rather lost at 
times, but the visual of President Empty 
Chair will remain for some time. A real 
stand out was former Congressman Artur 
Davis who, as a Democrat, had actu-
ally seconded the nomination of Barack 
Obama four years prior. This time, he 
gave voice to so many who had signed on 
to the hope and change promises only to 
be so very disappointed. Ann Romney was 
classy, Mitt Romney was solid and Paul 
Ryan was seriously serious about the crisis 
we face. I will again remind RINO John 
McCain that we cannot miss him if he 
won’t go away. Oh and it would be great 
if he would take that annoying Bippsie 
McCain with him.

 My former hometown of Charlotte, 
North Carolina was the scene of the 
Democrats’ National Convention and my 
what an affair it was. 

 Featured guests included an illegal 
alien, a mayor whose wife divorced him 
after he was discovered having an affair, 
a video tribute to a deceased senator who 
has the only confirmed kill in the war 
on women, a former president who was 
impeached over the issues of perjury and 
obstruction of justice and a thoroughly 
fraudulent weather forecast which resulted 
in the dear leader’s speech being moved 
indoors to avoid a 10% chance of rain and 
a 100% chance of embarrassment due to 
the 50,000 empty seats he either created 

Nope, The Shriners Convention had Nothing on These Guys

or saved. 
But I suppose the real punch line to the 

Obamafest had to be the declaration by 
our Vice-President and official court jester 
of the United States who declared that his 
long dead father was a big fan of his boss. 
I can only assume that the late Pops Biden 
will be voting in November, maybe twice 
if he was laid to rest in Chicago. 

Jeff Katz is an exclusive columnist for 
The Valley Patriot and has been twice 
named the Associated Press Best 
Talk Show Host in Boston, He can be 
reached via email at jeffkatzshow@
aol.com He is accepting limited 
speaking engagements

support Voter-ID and are sick of the lies, 
excuses and insults being fed to them by 
arrogant politicians and they ... they are not 
racists. 

Diana DiZoglio gets it, she is a Democrat 
who is cresting that wave and that’s one of 
the reasons she toppled the titan. 

She understands that representatives are 
supposed to represent the views of their con-
stituents, not Willie Lantigua, political insid-
ers or people who are not even supposed to 
be here in the first place. 

We predict that David Torissi is the first 
of many “untouchables” to fall in years to 
come as this Voter ID tidal wave starts to 
surge. And we couldn’t be more delighted.

rep. david torissi 
is asked why he 

supports illegals....

... his constituents 
return the favor

2012 2010

one at a time.
-Torissi had burned most of his bridges 

when he sold out to Willie Lantigua. 
-He supported the $35 Million bailout 

loan for Lawrence’s Mayor Lantigua, then 
defended that decision after Lantigua blew 
the $35 Million and laid off cops and closed 
fire stations anyway. 

 - He supported driver’s licenses for il-
legal aliens.

- He told Michael Graham of 96.9 FMtalk 
to Go F*% himself when asked to explain 
his vote for illegals.

- He called people in favor of Voter ID 
“racist.” among other things. 

- He ignored the people of North Andover 

and supported last year’s tax hikes. 
Yet with all of the shenanigans Dave To-

rissi has been involved in, voters we spoke 
with on Election Day said VOTER ID was 
largely on their minds when they cast their 
vote for DiZoglio.

As one voter put it, “Dave adopted the 
Beacon Hill entitlement mentality. He thinks 
we’re going to vote for him because his 
name is Dave Torissi. I voted for the girl, 
she supports ‘show-ID to vote’ and he sup-
ports the illegals!” 

Torissi’s defeat last month should be a 
warning to those more concerned with repre-
senting illegals than American citizens.

More than 70% of all voters, of all parties 

~editorial~
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* Chronic Sciatica or leg pain 
* RSDS, Spinal Stenosis 
* Early stage Alzheimer's 
* Failed back surgery 
syndrome
* Peripheral/Diabetic 
neuropathy

Hey Y’All, Guess What?
In 2010, the federal regulatory burden 

represented approximately 12% of Amer-
ica’s Gross Domestic Product (GDP was 
$14.65 trillion in 2010). That means that for 
every $8 in economic value created, $1 was 
destroyed by the compliance costs of our 
federal regulatory burden.

 It must be noted that these figures 
substantially underestimate the impact of 
these regulations. Annual costs are just 
that: annual. If that wealth were produced, 
much of it would accumulate each year as 
savings/investments. Those savings and 
investments would not only make us more 
financially secure, they would be reflected 
in the accumulated capital invested in our 
industries and research, leading to more ef-
ficient production and greater knowledge.

 The process of national wealth creation 
is similar to compound interest in a savings 
account. Every dollar of wealth that is pro-
duced and not consumed can be invested in 
new factories, capital equipment, research, 
training, etc., and the proceeds from those 
investments will compound over time.

 It is very likely that poverty, as it is 
defined today, would have been eradicated 
long ago if government had not declared 
war on it, but instead merely created half 
as many regulations. I often wonder what 
research this accumulated wealth would 
have spawned, what new products might 
have resulted and what diseases might have 
been cured.

 If you think about it, the costs expended 
to comply with regulations and the produc-
tive activities avoided because of regula-
tions are two different things. Both cause 
enormous damage to our economic health. 
We can only imagine the true cost to our 
society because entrepreneurs and business-

departments and agencies in our federal 
government. As of FY2011, these orga-
nizations collectively spend $3.7 trillion 
annually with approximately $2.2 trillion 
of that from taxes and fees, and $1.5 trillion 
(approx. 40%) borrowed.

Yes, paying these taxes hurts. The spend-
ing and resultant diversion of productive 
economic activity hurts. The increased debt 
adds a fearsome burden onto the shoulders 
of our children and grandchildren. And the 
interest on the accumulated debt threatens 
to swamp any prospect of escaping a down-
ward economic spiral.

 What is less commonly quantified and 
discussed is the impact of the regulations 
that are a natural byproduct of the growth 
of government. As everyone knows, the 
government has a nasty habit of passing 
new laws and issuing additional regulations 
that pile up over time and that discourage 
economic activity and wealth creation. 
The loss of this wealth reduces our current 
disposable income and reduces the forma-
tion of capital investments that are needed 
to improve the standard of living of all 
Americans.

 As it turns out, the cost of this accumu-
lated regulatory burden is nearly as great as 
the burden of all taxes and fees combined.

 What is the annual cost of these regu-
lations? In 2008, the estimated cost of 
complying with federal regulations was 
$1.75 trillion (over $15,000 for every 
American family). This amount exceeded 
all corporate pre-tax profits and dwarfed 
the $157 billion in income taxes paid by 
corporations. In fact, it even dwarfed all 
personal income taxes which peaked in 
2007 at $1.116 trillion ($1.032 trillion in 
2008, $866 billion in 2009 and $936 billion 
in 2010). 

Doctor Chuck Ormsby 
VALLEY PATRIOT EDITOR/COLUMNIST

THINKING OUTSIDE THE BOX

media’s attention has been focused on the 
“pathetic, disingenuous, despicable and 
deceitful” nature of these comments while 
ignoring the fact that they were merely 
window dressing for the BIG LIE. 

 In truth, the Romney-Ryan ticket is all 
about reducing the chains that bind us, not 
adding to them. The only shackles borne 
by Americans today are those put in place 
over the years by our government (federal 
and state). While Republicans have often 
been complicit in forging these restraints, 
they have certainly been the more reluctant 
of the guilty parties. The Progressive wing 
of the Democrat Party (now, essentially all 
that is left of the party) has been actively 
fighting to shackle Americans while de-
stroying our Constitution in the process.

 The onerous taxes imposed by all tiers 
of government diminish our freedoms and 
drain our economy. Since taxes are the most 
easily quantifiable burden of big govern-
ment, it is not surprising that they are the 
most often discussed.

 The taxes we pay fund over 1300 distinct 
organizations under the direction of 479 

“He gonna put y’all back in chains.”-
Vice-President Biden speaking to a largely 
African-American audience, referring to 
Governor Mitt Romney

 Much has been made of Vice President 
Biden’s gratuitous comment to a crowd 
in Danville, Virginia. His mimicking of a 
southern drawl was pathetic and his attempt 
to exploit racial divisions was despicable 
– especially given the office he holds. But 
let’s not dwell on these criticisms since they 
have been already beaten to death by the 
media.

 Obama-Biden supporters claim that 
these remarks were taken out of context. 
Exactly what context would justify them? 
Putting aside Biden’s disingenuous linguis-
tic contortions and deceitful use of the race 
card, there is no context that justifies an 
assertion that Romney or the GOP is intent 
on putting additional chains on anyone.

 In short, Biden’s statement in Danville 
was a pathetic, disingenuous, despicable 
and deceitful packaging of a BIG LIE. The 

Frustrated with your Health Conditions?
Is your health slowing you down? Are you sick and tired of being sick and tired? If you are tired of your health 

interfering with your every-day lifestyle then Dr. Jin Sung might have the answers for you. If you or a loved one 
suffers from any of the following chronic conditions, we CAn hELP!

Functional Chiropractic, inc 
126 Merrimack Street - Methuen MA 01844

(978) 688-6999 - ww.DrJinSung.com 

* Balance Disorders/Dizziness  
* Multiple Sclerosis(MS) 
* numbness/Burning/Tingling 
* ADD/ADhD, Migraine or 
chronic headaches 
* IBS/Digestive Disorders 
* RLS (Restless Leg Syndrome) 

* Insomnia
* Chronic back pain 
* Thyroid Disorders 
* Chronic neck pain 
* weight Loss
* Fibromyalgia

Dr. Jin W. Sung is chiropractic physician who uses both neurological and metabolic 
based therapies in the management of all of these chronic health conditions... 

ChAInS: PAgE 30

We are already in chains, thanks to 75 years of “progressive” policies
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SENIOR FLU SHOT CLINIC: Monday 
Sept. 17th 10-12 @ The North Andover 
Senior Center Bring your insurance card 
(For Seniors Only) Resident Family Clinic 
to Be Announced at a later date

 THE FRIENDS OF THE NORTH AN-
DOVER SENIOR CENTER meet once a 
month on the last Thursday of the month 
at 4:30 at The Senior Center. Please join 
us if you would like to learn more about 
The Friends group.

 New Hearing Clinic: Miracle-Ear will 
be at the North Andover Senior Center 
the first Wednesday of every month from 
10-12 for a Free Hearing Screening. Up-
coming dates are Sept. 6th, Oct. 3rd, Nov. 
7th, and Dec. 5t. . Please call to schedule 
an appointment.

 New Service Additional Foot Care: RN 
Catherine Languedoc Foot Specialist will 
be available on the Third Friday of every 
month from 9-12. Up-coming dates are 
Sept. 21st, Oct. 19th, Nov. 16th, and Dec. 
21st. Please call to schedule an appoint-
ment.

 PEAK’S ISLAND, MAINE TRIP: 
Thursday Sept. 13th, $20 Bus Departs 
Center at 8:30 a.m. Lunch at the Island’s 
Inn- Entrée (see reception), salad, bever-
age and dessert and bus included/Rain or 
Shine

FOXWOODS: Next scheduled trip, 
Tuesday, September 18, $30 includes 

ZuMBa WitH 
tallie!

Mon 3:30-4:30 Zumba Basic (Mary), 
Wed 3-3:45 Zumba Gold w/Tallie, 
Wed 4-5 Zumba Fitness w/ Tallie, Thu 
4:30-5:30 Zumba Fitness w/ Tallie, Sat 
9:30-10:30am Zumba Fitness w/ Mary.

notices From the north andover Senior Center
lunch buffet, transportation and Keno. 
Bus leaves from St. Michael’s parking lot 
at 7 am

SUPPER CLUB: Thursday, Septem-
ber 20, Danversport Yacht Club, Bus $3 
Leaves the Senior Center at 4:00. Sign up 
starts Sept. 5th

MONTHLY MYSTERY RIDE: Visit 
a local senior center Sept. 27th. Bus $5 
leaves Center at 10:00. Entertainment, 2 
slices of pizza and dessert included.

NEW BRIDGE III – CONVENTIONS 
CLASS: Wednesdays 1-3pm Starting 
9/12 8 weeks/$80

LAWRENCE ELKS HARVEST HOE 
DOWN: $7 Tickets available at Recep-
tion for Seniors Harvest Hoedown Friday 
Sept. 28th 11:30-3:30 Dinner, Line 
Dancing & DJ /Dinner includes: Roast 
Chicken, Baked potato, cole slaw, baked 
beans, cornbread and apple crisp! Newly 
released tickets available. 

AUTUMN WALKS: Cape Cod Canal 
Herring Run Recreational Area Bourne, 
MA 9/14, Hopkinton State Park 9/20, 
Bradley Palmer State Park 9/25 Trips are 
FREE Bus leaves Center at 8:30. Call 
Reception to sign up. One and Three mile 
routes /Rain or Shine! 

MLECTURE SERIES: WALKING 
GROUP: Monday through Friday 9 a.m. 
Walk at your own pace around the 

When you hear senior center, do you 
picture older people (much older than you, 
of course) sitting around playing bingo? 
It’s time to update your vision! Today’s 
senior center is not what it used to be. 
September is a great time to get to know 
your local center—it’s National Senior 
Center Month.

 Life Line Services in Massachusetts: 
SafeLink Wireless is offering Lifeline 
Service to older adults in North Andover. 
To qualify for a Free Cell Phone you 
must participate in one of the follow-
ing assistance programs: Federal Public 
Housing Assistance (Section 8), Low 
Income Home Energy Assistance Program 
(LIHEAP), Medicaid or Mass Health., 
Supplemental Nutritional Assistance 
Program (SNAP) Food Stamps, or Supple-
mental Security Income (SSI). Or your to-
tal household income is at or below 135% 
of the Federal Poverty Guidelines (FBG). 
In addition no one in your household cur-
rently receives Lifeline Assistance through 
another phone carrier. You must have a 
valid United States Postal Address. You 
must live at a residence that can receive 
mail from the U.S. Postal Service or have 
a valid P.O. Box. If you need assistance in 
applying on line stop by our computer lab 
during business hours or call the Senior 
Center for further assistance. 

 

ANDOVER - NORTH ANDOVER
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serve better, they do, they deserve better.”
Brown said that he didn’t pay too much 

attention to the polls, if he had worried 
about them when he was down 41 points 
during the last election “I never would 
have gotten out of bed.” 

“But I am doing well in the polls and as 

the polls are going up and Professor War-
ren’s are going down there’s a sense of 
desperation, really, if you notice the uptick 
in personal attacks and the distortion of 
my record especially… you deserve bet-
ter.”

 third party attack ads
“The one thing I have been thankful 

for, it was my idea to come up with that 
third party agreement where it bars all 
those third party ads. So, you haven’t seen 
all those outside groups coming in and 
spending tens of millions of dollars and 
basically cluttering up your TV screens 
and your radios.

So, we’ve been talking about our own 
record and what we plan to do. I was glad 
that she signed on with me and we have 
kept them out for six months and that’s a 
good thing. So, the polls are going well 
I have been up 5, 6% and seem to be on 
a good swing but you know I’m running 
like I am down 25 [points].”

 

Scott Brown Says Warren “desperate”

exploiting the rape of women to get votes, 
a reference to her most recent radio com-
mercials, Brown said that it was a sign of 
desperation.

 “As the polling is changing more and 
more in my favor she is getting more and 
more desperate,” Brown said. “People de-

United States Senator Scott Brown said 
his opponent Elizabeth Warren was “des-
perate” Monday during a visit to the North 
Andover Senior Center where he spoke 
for about thirty minutes on Medicare, 
taxes, the national debt, social security, 
abortion and the president’s failure to sign 
legislation. 

During the question and answer period 
Brown was asked how he deals with the 
labeling, stereotyping, personal attacks 
and hate that gets hurled at him by Demo-
crats during the campaign.

 Brown said, “You know what I have 
found, that there are good people on both 
sides of every issue. Really. It’s on every 
issue. I have found there are extremes 
in both parties. What I have tried to do, 
though, is treat people with dignity and 
respect.”

Asked after the event if he was offended 
by the fact that Professor Warren was 

Vows to continue fighting for Medicare, Social Security and the Economy

“You know you hear about the 
Ryan Budget and trying to attack 
Medicare. I voted against the 
Ryan budget twice. Twice!

 I did it because I was deeply 
concerned about the approach 
to handling Medicare reform. In 
order to do it right, and there 
is a way to do it, but it needs to 
be done together, a bipartisan, 
bicameral way in which the 
president will sign it.”

~United States Senator 
 Scott Brown

BROwn: PAgE 13

Tom Duggan 
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Old Town Common. 
BOWLING GROUP: Starts September 

5th
MENS BREAKFAST: Thursday, Octo-

ber 4th, November 1st 9am
ONE ON ONE COMPUTER LAB 

CLASSES: Thursdays, 9-11:30 am, 45 
minute sessions, $7 each at the Senior 
Center. Call to reserve your slot. Coming 
this Fall- Basic Computer Course Thurs-
days 1-2:30, 9/6-9/27 $24 for four classes. 

BLOOD PRESSURE CLINIC: Held 

every Wednesday, 9 to noon.
SHINE VOLUNTEERS: Free, confi-

dential counseling on all aspects of health 
insurance to North Andover residents on 
Medicare. Call the North Andover Senior 
Center and ask for a SHINE appointment, 
on the 3rd Tuesday of the month from 
noon to 3 pm (Serving Health Insurance 
Needs of Elders). 

Mr. FIX IT: Here at the Senior Center. 
1st and 3rd Monday every month 12-3 
pm. (Sept 10 & 24)

ANDOVER - NORTH ANDOVER

Frye Circle in Andover

As a new resident of Frye Circle, 
in Andover, I was interested in the 
location and development of such a 
pleasant setting for a home for senior 
residents.

The complex contains 96 units. It 
is named after the Frye family, the 
first member of the family to make 
Andover his home in 1646. John Frye 
came to this area of New England in 
1624 and had settled in Newbury. But, 
soon after he and other settlers sought 
a charter for this town and so the town 
of Andover began.

Andover is quite an interesting town 
to study as the town progressed down 
through the ages, so did its citizens, 
establishing and taking part in almost 
every endeavor of the new country, 
first as a colony and then as the United 
States of America.

In fact the northern area of Andover 
was formerly known as Frye Village. 
One of John’s grandsons, Samuel Frye 
established a gristmill and sawmill on 
the banks of the Shawsheen River in 
1718. From that era, Andover became 
one of the most influential mill towns 
in New England. 

 A series of articles published by the 
Andover Townsman and written by 

Don Robb, Andover Historical Society 
have many stories about the town.

But, Frye Circle has a special im-
portance in the town. It was built as a 
model site for residents of Andover, 
who needed a home when they became 
senior citizens and were unable to 
find suitable housing. Frye Circle was 
established as a low-income residential 
housing for the town.

The setting is a large parcel of land, 
surrounded by woods and stone-
walls. It is an ideal location to relax, 
take walks, and enjoy the wildlife. 
Yes, wildlife. It is quite a shock to 
be woken up by a flock of turkeys in 
the morning. They wander about the 
complex and sometimes … into the 
hallways.

Some of the residents have seen 
deer, foxes and even a coyote. It is 
like living in the country, with all the 
amenities of a New England town. A 
plus is all the activities that residents 
can take part in all year. If a resident of 
Frye Circle needs transportation, a bus 
is scheduled Monday through Friday, 
so trips for shopping, library and visits 
to the Senior Center in Andover can be 
made. Seniors can enjoy the complex 
and feel secure that they are cared 
about at Frye Circle.

J & W Shoe Repair and Leather Service J & W Shoe Repair and Leather Service 
Winter is Coming Refurbish your shoes & uggs!!!

all Kinds of Shoe  
& Leather Repairs  

* Pocketbook Refurbishing 
* Custom Shoe Dying  
* Orthopedic Shoes  

* Suitcase & Luggage Repair 
* All kinds of Zipper Repair  

* name Brand Pocketbook Repair 

Better QUALITY 
WORK than any 
other shoe repair 
shop BAR NONE!

Bring in this ad and get $5 off any shoe repair Bring in this ad and get $5 off any shoe repair 

139 Main St., North Andover, (978) 685-2325 - OPEN: Mon. - Fri. 8:30 - 5pm & Sat. 8:30 - 4pm 

We  
refurbish 

UGGS

FROM PAGE 5: ACTIVITIES FOR NORTH ANDOVER SENIORS

Anne Knowles 
VALLEY PATRIOT ANDOVER COLUMNIST

and so many interesting activities.
Workshops in computers, piano 

lessons, photography, group meetings 
in a multitude of interests – support 
for those seniors that would like to 
take part in discussion or simply listen 
to others, knitting and hand crafting, 
dance plus more. 

The center is a great place to meet 
others that have an interest that a se-
nior might find of interest, or you may 
suggest to the staff, an interest that you 
have that could include others.

The centers message and invitation 
for Andover seniors is YES I CAN. 

“Small changes count and trying 
something new keeps us young. Take a 
class, try a craft, put all those pictures 
in an album, call an old friend, or learn 
to paint. All changes add up and enrich 
the quality of our lives. Join us in our 
commitment to make small changes 
count.”

 So, with another season ahead, it 
is a great time to take advantage of 
one of Andover’s treasures and make 
a point of a visit to the Senior Center. 
There will be something that can be 
enjoyed. Oh, with a 24-hour notice, 
a great lunch is served, at a nominal 
cost of $ 2.50 Each day. So go on line 
or take a drive over to the center, get a 
brochure and see what going on. 

September has been designated as 
Senior Center Month, in the town of 
Andover. Many residents of Andover 
have not yet made use of this center, 
and the many programs, recreational 
activities, trips, and interests, that a 
fully informed staff can show the 60 
plus Andover resident. There is a great 
range of very interesting things to take 
part in and no matter what the interests 
are, the center is there to for the senior.

The center is open Monday through 
Friday and residents are encouraged to 
read the calendar for each month to see 
what interests them. There is transpor-
tation available for many activities, so 
getting to the center would not be a 
problem for most. 

The senior center is located at the 
rear of the Town Offices 36 Barlett 
St., and is opened Monday through 
Friday 8 a.m. to 4p.m. Some holidays 
the center will be closed so a monthly 
calendar of events is available. Contact 
the Center for information or e-mail 
seniorcenter@andoverma.gov.

The programs that are being planned 
for the coming fall season include 

Adventures outdoor to Workshops of 
every type. There are classes for exer-
cise, water workouts at the YMCA, tap 
dancing, strength training, and yoga 

Andover Senior Center

ROCKINGHAM MALL TRIP: Last 
Monday of every month. Bus leaves at 
1-1:30. Call for a ride

Recycle and support the Senior Center. 
The Senior Center needs donations of gen-
tly used jewelry, knick-knacks and other 
small items for our Unique Boutique. 
Please leave your gently used treasures at 
our reception desk anytime. You can also 
drop off your used cell phones and ink 
cartridges for recycling. 

Anne Knowles 
VALLEY PATRIOT ANDOVER COLUMNIST

 TRANSPORTATION-PERSONAL 
NEEDS: Pick up at your home, drop off at 
local hairdressers, visit a friend at a local 
hospital, rehab, assisted living. Need a 
ride to the library, Town Hall etc.? Rides 
available Thursdays from 12 -3:30. If you 
would like additional information please 
call the North Andover Senior Center at 
978 688-9560 for available time slots. 

 Boston Chowda, Buono Bistro, Cake 
by Design, Captain Pizza, Chama Grille, 
Fredericks, Fuddruckers, Good Day Cafe, 
Jamie’s, Jasmine’s Roastbeef, Jimmy’s Fa-
mous Pizza, Joe Fish, J&M Subs, Lobster 
Tail, Orzo’s, Rolfs, Shunju, Stachey’s Piz-
za, Sultan Mediterranean Cafe, Tripoli’s 
Bakery, The Loft, The Vineyard, 

Please visit the restaurant of your choice 
at their website or go to Northandover-
merchants.com to see what the discount/
special will be.

North Andover’s Restaurant Week: Sept 23-Sept 29
North Andover, a town that has turned 

into quite the ‘Restaurant Hub” within the 
Merrimack Valley would like to invite you 
to their Fall Restaurant week.

The mission of Restaurant Week in 
North Andover is to bring awareness to our 
large diversity of food establishments in 
our little town. And encourage everyone 
to explore and discover all of them. From 
pizza and subs, taverns, and fine dining, 
plus bakeries and wine shops all are par-
ticipating in this one week event! - Sylvie 

Foulds, NAMA President
 Starting Sunday September 23 until 

Saturday September 29 several local res-
taurants will be offering a variety of spe-

cials. Each restaurant will offer their own 
particular discount ranging from $5.00 off 
to a free bottle of wine. 

 A list of the following participants are:

Tracey Zysk 
VALLEY PATRIOT COLUMNIST
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A week ago I almost struck from behind 
a motorcyclist who had come to a sudden 

stop. I was not 
looking other 
than straight 
away on the 
road, I was not 
texting, phon-
ing or changing 
radio station. 
I was simply 

mulling over a work issue in my mind and 
in a lapse of unknown seconds the traffic 
condition had changed into a potentially 
catastrophic one and my reaction to it was 
misaligned.

That’s it. In one blink of an eye quite 
literally. So what if I was texting? What if 
I was reaching for a coffee or looking over 
to my side, or picking up my cell phone. I 
still get a shiver just thinking about it.

Local businessman Lenny Mirra rocked 
the newly organized 2nd Essex district 
topping the ticket in his attempt to bring 
balance to a lopsided, out-of-control state 
legislature. Newbury, West Newbury, 
Haverhill, Georgetown, Boxford, Groveland, 
and Merrimac are now perched to be ‘the’ 
battleground district in the northeast for an 
open-state representative seat.

You see, Mr. Mirra has stiff competition 
in the final. He will face-off against a very 
aggressive, in-your-face, know-it-all and 
everything, social liberal extremist non-stop-
talking (but certainly does do his homework) 
Democrat lawyer in November named 
Vogel. Yup, just what we need, another 
extremist, elitist, liberal Democrat lawyer on 
Beacon Hill: NOT!

But going back to the primary race for a 
moment, the race was refreshingly clean, 
thoughtful, and well-fought. Boxford 
resident Robert Cronin established a high-
visibility office at the corners of Central and 

 GEORGETOWN-STATE

Joseph D’Amore 
VALLEY PATRIOT CONTRIBUTOR 

Main streets in Georgetown, and aggres-
sively worked the district, but in the end, fell 
short in a valiant race. The race also saw be-
loved Georgetown Select-
man Gary Fowler handily 
take the win in Georgetown, 
and bring sincerity, stabil-
ity, wit and wisdom to the 
race, but remain a distance 
third.

The big prize in this 
primary race went to the 
voters who had a chance to 
meet and discuss current is-
sues with local candidates, 
and most importantly, see, 
hear, and interact with a 
businessman, not a lawyer. 
A worker, not an extremist.

“We were thrilled to have such a lively, in-
teractive Republican primary” state commit-
teewoman Kim Incampo said. “These were 

great candidates who worked incredibly hard 
in the district to get their message out and 
energize the voters,” she explained.“We are 

very excited to put our en-
ergy behind Lenny and help 
his finish the race to Victory 
in November.”

And that’s what the race 
will be about in November: 
do we keep electing extrem-
ists and lawyers, do we keep 
our communities struggling 
to provide for our students, 
our seniors, and struggling 
families, or do we begin 
to bring balance to Beacon 
Hill, and elect someone with 
business sense. Someone 

who’s down to earth and not wrapped in an 
extremist bubble?

“Lenny Mirra is the best candidate at the 
right time for the district,” West Newbury 

selectman Glenn Kemper related as he de-
tailed the need to have balance and vote-in a 
person with business experience to represent 
the district: “His hard work and experience 
is what the district needs. We need someone 
fighting for the district and as a Selectman 
that’s what I look for”, Selectman Kemper 
concluded.

Clearly, the choice will be simple in this 
race, as in most races this Nov.: are we 
happy with the status quo, or do we want 
to balance to Beacon Hill and make our 
communities, our schools, our seniors, all 
residents of our district, a priority over ultra-
liberal, extremist, endless babbling career 
politician lawyers?

Do the right thing, get a lawn sign now. 
Put it up. Donate $20 (we can all do that), 
and ask your neighbors to do the same. 
Remember, you’ll be fighting against big 
unions from around the state and the country 
who are already lining up to contribute to he 
extremist lawyer’s further left than imagin-
able sweet-talking agenda.And, most impor-
tantly, in November, Vote Mirra.

Mirra, Mirra, on the Hill (Beacon Hill that is…)
GEORGETOWN TODAY

recently voted #1 in legal Services by WCCM. 

Aaron Deveau is a very decent young 
man from all accounts. He is touted by 
Attorney Blodgett for probable political 
gains later as the “first” texting-driving 
-negligent conviction. The plea Deveau 
made that he was negligent in driving but 
not texting at the point of impact of a ter-
rible accident was swept away. It was not 
acceptable to the prosecution. Of course 
not, the drive to make an example with a 
brand new law superseded any sense of 
balance and justice.

Donald Bowley from all accounts was a 
beloved grandfather and friend to all. He 
did not deserve his life to be short-lived in 
the prime of it. Luz Roman a vibrant and 
active woman did not need her happy path 
in life erased She has lost a dear friend 
and lives in pain . Her ability to function 
has made a future impossible to discern. 
She continues to be a victim and so do Mr. 
Bowley’s family. 

Their sentence will never be “sus-
pended”

So what justice exactly was meted that 
should make the victim’s family and Ms. 
Roman and her family feel that justice 
was done? Has the public been served by 
being in a safer state now?

The September 30, 2010 law spells it 
out clearly: Driving while texting which 
causes injury is a negligent act which is 
a punishable crime. To the extent of the 
law the punishment can earn a distracted-
texting driver 2 1/2 years in the House 
of Correction. So in this case because 
Judge Abany correctly surmised that he 
was dealing with essentially a good kid, 
he creates a confusing sentence that lead 
Attorney Blodgett to correctly label it as a 
“no win “ situation for everyone.

Deveau was delivered a sentence of 2 
1/2 years in the House of Correction on 
motor vehicular homicide, 2 years for tex-
ting and here’s where it gets convoluted , 
1 year concurrent on both charges with the 
balance suspended for five years. Only the 

15 year license suspension makes sense 
here.

So with this sentence anyone who as-
serts that the victim’s families have not 
been served has a valid point. Anyone 
who feels that Deveau is being victimized 
for political gain is right too. Remember, 
these high profile cases often lead to elec-
tion wins and pay raises later folks , so 
let’s not sweep that under the carpet too.

What should happen here is something 
a bit more balanced. How about a healthy 
dose of community service thrown in 
along with jail time. In addition to sus-
pended portions and loss of license for 15 
years, Deveau should serve 2 years but be 
allowed to furlough frequently with su-
pervision to talk to teens in Massachusetts 
schools about the consequences of texting 
and driving and how his life changed “in 
the blink of an eye”. And where would the 
money come from to do this? By deferring 
raises to prosecutors who enjoy career 

Deveau case a travesty of justice

Lonnie Brennan 
VALLEY PATRIOT COLUMNIST
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Broadhurst tabit llp
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

45 OSGOOD STREET
METHUEN MA 01844

(P) 978-327-5128
(F) 978-327-5144

Arthur J.
Broadhurst

email: broadhursttabit@broadhursttabit.comcastbiz.net

METHUEN

Councilor Jennifer Kannan observed, “I 
don’t think it’s in the best interest of the 
city” [To appeal the ruling]. City Coun-
cilor Mike Condon also remarked, “I 
don’t want to appeal anything. Enough is 
enough. I want to get this issue behind us. 
I think the chief is doing a good job.”

 Currently, the City and Chief Solomon 
are deadlocked in negotiations over Chief 
Solomon’s federal lawsuit againstthe 
former Mayor and the City; and a Supe-
rior Court decision in which Solomon 
was awarded lost wages in the amount of 
$49,000.

Chief Solomon has been vindicated and 
has rightfully prevailed. It is now time for 
the parties to reach an agreement on these 
issues and move on in the best interest of 
Methuen.

 D.J. Deeb is a Methuen resident. He 
served as a member of the DracutSchool 
Committee from 2005-2008 and the 
Greater LowellRegionalVoc-TechSchool 
Committee from 1997-2009. Deeb is an 
Adjunct Professor of History/Government 
at Bunker Hill Community College and an 
Adjunct Political Science Instructor at the 
University of Massachusetts Lowell. He 
teaches Social Studies full-time at Read-
ing MemorialHigh School.

Ives Takes Dem. Senate 
Race will face Toohey

VISIT OUR NH LOCATIONS
82 PLAISTOW ROAD, PLAISTOW, NH  

603-382-9644
92 WEST BROADWAY, DERRY, NH 

603-425-1995

PEST-END, INC.

Quick, reliable service since 1977

* ANTS * COCKROACHES * TERMITES 
* FLEAS * SILVERFISH * RATS * MICE  

* BEES, ETC 

Specializing in the control of

EXTERMInATORS

(978) 794-4321
(800) 287-4321

15 PELhAM STREET, METhUEn

We Make ants Say “unCle”
• General Pest Control For Over 40 Pests
• Residential Interior & Exterior Services
• Home Protection Plan 
 (Yearly Interior & Exterior Agreement)
• Exterior Protection Plan 
 (Yearly Exterior Agreement)
• VA & FHA Wood Destroying Insect Report 
 (Received Day Of Service)
• Bee, Wasp, Hornet & Yellow Jacket Treatments
• Sentricon Termite Elimination System
• Termite Treatments
• Preconstruction Treatments
• Mold Prevention
• Squirrel Trapping
• Food Processing Facilities

We Specialize 
in BedBugs

Solomon Decision  
was Right for Methuen

On Thursday, July 26th, Lawrence Su-
perior Court Judge Robert Cornetta ruled 
that the City of Methuen had failed to 
prove its case that the Civil Service Com-
mission erred in ordering the reinstate-
ment of Joe Solomon as Methuen’s Police 
Chief. This was not only the right decision 
for Solomon, but was the right decision 
for the City of Methuen as well.Like all of 
us, the Chief has made some mistakes, but 
overall Joe Solomon has been an outstand-
ing police chief and has served the City 
exceptionally well throughout his tenure.

 In 2008 Solomon was terminated as 
Police Chief for alleged mismanage-
ment of Federal grant money and the use 
of taxpayer money to purchase marine 
equipment from his relatives. As far as the 
latter is concerned, this was equipment 
that the City needed and Chief Solomon 
actually saved the City money even 
though at a glance it may have appeared 
to violate ethics laws. In either case, the 
Civil Service Commission imposed a 
one-year suspension on Solomon as Chief 
in 2009 and ordered his reinstatement as 
Methuen’s Police Chief in 2010. Even 
though many ethics laws and rulings are 
well-intentioned, they often lead to nega-
tive consequences such as this one.

 In praising the Judge’s ruling, Chief 
Solomon’s attorney, Andy Gambaccini, 
stated that the move to terminate Chief 
Solomon was “poorly conceived, poorly 
constructed, and poorly executed.” I could 
not agree more! Termination was not 
necessary.

Upon learning of the ruling, members 
of the Methuen City Council and current 
Mayor Steve Zanni announced that they 
will not likely be seeking an appeal of the 
Judge’s ruling. This too is the right deci-
sion. The City has spent tens of thousands 
of dollars fighting the Civil Service Com-
mission and trying to remove Solomon 
as Chief. It is time to move on. As City 

Newburyport City Councilor Kathleen O’Connor Ives pulled off 
a stunning win in last month’s primary election for the 1st Essex 
Senate race to replace Steve Baddour. Baddour  resigned 
earlier this year. Ives defeated Haverhill’s Tim Coco and former 
Methuen Mayor Bill Manzi. She will face Haverhill School 
Committteeman Shaun Toohey in November. 



BUSINESS HOURS: Mon-Fri: 9-5pm, Sat: 8-12pm
Or any time by appointment.

1111 Riverside Drive, Methuen, MA 01844
Email Us at info@valley-monuments.com

Phone: 978.685.8500 - Fax: 978.685.8510

Monuments 
Cemetery Lettering 

Markers 
Carvings 

Sculptures, & Etchings 
Monument Cleaning
Landscape Granite 

Accessories

www.valley-monuments.com

















 

 




































































354 Merrimack St., at Sal’s Riverwalk  
Lawrence, MA 01843

Tel. 978.685.9700 * Fax 978.685.9701
MA Mortgage Broker #MB 4520  

• Licensed by the NH Banking Dept.
ME#CSO11110 * NMLS ID 1964

www.firstinteg.com

24-hr. -Cell: (978) 771-2906

Steve  
Sirmaian

Chief Operations  
Manager
MLO 3520

steve@firstinteg.comSteve@firstinteg.com

1111 Riverside Drive, Methuen, MA 01844
Email Us at info@valley-monuments.com

Phone: 978.685.8500 - Fax: 978.685.8510

Monuments 
Cemetery Lettering 

Markers 
Carvings 

Sculptures, & Etchings 
Monument Cleaning
Landscape Granite 

Accessories

BUSINESS HOURS: Mon-Fri: 9-5pm, Sat: 8-12pm
Or any time by appointment.

www.valley-monuments.com

ROYAL House of ROAST BEEFROYAL House of ROAST BEEF
464 Lowell St - Methuen

All tips are donated to someone in need @ St. Anne’s Orphanage

Home made (house) dressing!

Pizza, Exceptional Seafood, 
Subs, Hot Sandwiches, 

Hamburgers, Salads 

Pizza, Exceptional Seafood, 
Subs, Hot Sandwiches, 

Hamburgers, Salads 

Family Owned!
20 years in the community

(978) 794-4996(978) 794-4996

OPEN
Sun to Wed -  10:30AM-9PM

Thurs to Sat 10:30AM - 10PM

OPEN
Sun to Wed -  10:30AM-9PM

Thurs to Sat 10:30AM - 10PM

advertise in the Valley Patriot
Call 978-771-4091

See our ad rates at valleypatriot.com

Subs - Lunch - Dinners - Ice Cream - Slushies - Desserts - Hot Coffees & Sodas

STAR Pizza

15 First Street - N. ANDOVER - Across from Town Hall - Downtown

Family Restaurant

WE DELIVER!
... BREAKFAST TOO!!!

Catering Services  
Available

(978) 683-0472(978) 683-0472
Fax (978) 689-4966

BREAKFAST SERVED!!
6am-3pm

www.Starpizzaofnorthandover.com

 MORE BANG FOR YOUR BUCK

Ellen Anna 
Wright

CPA & Attorney at Law

“Your One-Stop 
Law Office”

1830 Main St., Tewksbury
(next to Planet Fitness)

978-851-2291
www.getmemyrefundnow.com

Specializing In:
•	Tax	Debt	Settlement
•	Divorce	&	Family	Law
•	Personal	Injury
•	Worker’s	Compensation
•	Civil	Disputes
•	Real	Estate

$25
OFF

FREE
Legal Consultation

with this coupon

Tax 
Return

with this 
coupon

Max Tax 
Refunds!

Compare 
our prices 

to H&R 
Block

translator available by appointment

ANY DATE (EXAMPLE: 2012) 
ENgrAvED $75

SiMiLAr SAviNgS oN 
ALL ENgrAviNg

980WCap.CoMVoted Best Mortgage Company 2009, 2010, 2011

OUR STRENGTH COMES FROM OUR EXPERIENCE... Visit our new branch office, 297 Main St, Salem NH (next to Mike’s Red Barn)

FIRST INTEGRITY MORTGAGE, LLC
354 Merrimack Street, Sal’s Riverwalk, Lawrence, MA 01843

MA Mortgage Broker #MB 1964 - Licensed by the NH Banking Dept. 
978-685-9700 * www.firstinteg.com

Now, more than ever, our name speaks for itself

Andover, North Andover, Methuen, & Lawrence

Chief operations Manager/owner
Mlo 3520

Helping Borrowers since 1988
steve@firstinteg.com
Cell (978) 771-2906

Steve SirmaianAnne Marie Concemi
Chief Mortgage Planner/Owner

MLO 3527
Helping Borrowers since 1987
aconcemi@firstinteg.com

Cell (978) 852-9707

Me lic. #CSo11110. nMlS 1964.

Jim Hamaoui 

 Cell (978) 853-9089 
 24-hr. 

jim@firstinteg.com

MLO 8946

“Helping Borrowers
since 1997”

Donna
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Everyone’s heard of this new boy band 
One Direction right? Well, this is just a 
little article to give a little more informa-
tion about these five singing pop stars.

 The five –Harry Styles(18), Niall 
Horan(18), Liam Payne(19), Zayn Ma-
lik(19), and Louis(pronounced Lou-ee) 
Tomlinson- auditioned for the 2010 X-
Factor in England as solo acts. Each of the 
boys made it through auditions and moved 
on to boot camp where they did not make 
it through.

 On July 23rd, the judges decided that 
they would not have been good enough 
on their own. So, the judges decided to 
put them into a group. The name ‘One 
Direction’ was made up by their very own 
Harry Styles. He said that they were all 
trying to go in ‘One Direction’, and that 
was to become famous for their singing 
skills.

 The boys sang ‘Torn’ by Natalie 
Imbruglia at their mentor, Simon Cow-
ell’s house. Once again, the boys made 
it through. Each week, the boys made 
a video diary for the X-Factor website. 

Jokes for their fans such as ‘”No!” Jimmy 
protested!”, “Kevin the pigeon”, and ‘”I 
like girls who… eat carrots!”’ came up in 
these videos.

 After making it through many weeks 
of live shows, the boys were voted off in 
third place on December 12th. The boys 
were signed by Simon Cowell, or as the 
boys call him, “Uncle Simon” to SYCO 
RECORDS.

 In September, a little less than a year 
later, the boys came out with their single 
What Makes You Beautiful which sky 
rocketed to #1 on the pop singles chart. 
“Directioners” –which is what their fans 
are called- were ecstatic and couldn’t wait 
for the album to be released.

 Then two months later, on November 
21st 2011, their album titled ‘Up All 
Night’ was released. The boys became 
more and more popular.

 In December 2011, the boys announced 
that they were going on tour. Starting 
with Europe, then going to Australia in 
February, and ending in North America 
in April. The boys performed their songs 

“Na NaNa”, “Stand Up”, “I Wish”, “Mo-
ments”, “Gotta Be You”, “More Than 
This”, “Up All Night”, “Tell Me A Lie”, 
“Everything About You”, “”One Thing”, 
“Save You Tonight”, “What Makes You 
Beautiful”, and “I Want.” Followed by 
covers of the songs, “I Gotta Feeling”, 
“Stereo Hearts”, “Valerie”, and “Torn”. 
The tour ended in July 2012.

 While on tour, the boys’ book, “Dare 
To Dream” came out in stores. The book 
is packed with information, pictures, and 
funny stories about the boys. Such as 
birthdays, favorite colors, baby pictures, 
rare photos, and stories about times on the 
X-Factor or just random times at home.

 On February 21st 2012, the boys 
were nominated for a Brit award. Being 
up against an artist like Adele, the boys 
thought they wouldn’t win. But they did. 
They won against some of the biggest 
names out there. The fans were extremely 
proud.

 And just recently, the boys were nomi-
nated for three Video Music Awards (or 
VMA’s). Most Shared Video, Best Pop 

METHUEN

* Gas Piping
* Radiant Floor Heating
* Sprinkler Systems Installed & Repaired
* Custom Additions & New Construction
* Water Heaters (Same Day Service) 
* Bathroom Remodeling & Repair Work
* Replacement Boilers & Furnaces
* High Efficiency Boilers & Hot Water Heaters 
     (with rebates)

Serving New Hampshire, 
MASS & the Merrimack 

Valley Since 1985

FULLY  
INSURED!
Senior Citizen

discout
10% off  
labor!

From Leaky Faucets 
 to a 10 story building!

www.kannanpriconeplumbingandheating.com

Gaythorne Hall

Our large hall holds 250 people.  
Our small hall holds up to 60 guests. 

Weddings - Bridal & Baby Showers 
Birthdays - Anniversaries

Perfect for: Weddings - Showers 
Anniversaries - Birthday Parties 
Banquets - Company Meetings

Gaythorne Hall

METHUEN KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
462 BROADWAY, (RTE. 28) METHUEN * (978) 686-1291

Video, and Best New Artist. The boys 
went home with a clean sweep. Yes, they 
won all three awards! Being against Justin 
Bieber(18), the boys weren’t sure if they 
were going to win. But they did, and Di-
rectioners were so proud of them.

 -Emily Lacouture, junior columnist for 
the Valley Patriot

EMILY’S KID CORNER: ONE DIRECTION 

Master Y.S. Chang-Haverhill
5-7 Dudley Street

Dudley Plaza/Rte. 125
Haverhill, MA 01830

978-556-1616

Master Catherine Chang - Methuen
230 Pleasant Street

Route 113 near Route 213 exit
Methuen, MA 01844

978-655-1473

Chang’s Tae Kwon Do 
America
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Join Us For Half-Way To  
St. Patrick’s Day 
September 14-17 

 
Live Entertainment 

Friday with The Foggy Duo 
Saturday with Tom O’Carroll 

Sunday with The McTaggarts (2pm to 7pm) 
 

Weekend Lunch & Dinner Specials 
Now Taking Reservations email to: 

irishcottagepub@gmail.com  
Or  978-208-4347 ext. 3 

his room “hiding” from the apparition, he 
thought, “what if she came in while the 
door was locked, what would he do?” so, 
in fear of this, he opted to go to the hill 
and see her again.

It was raining in Abbylara when Ivan 
began seeing the apparition in the church. 
A note was handed to a priest and he gave 
it to Ivan, the note said, “the sun had come 

out and the sun is “danc-
ing”. Ivan said the sun 
always dance’s when the 
Blessed Mother is in our 
presence.

Sitting in back of 
me was a young lady, 
around seventeen years 
old. She was sitting with 
parents and siblings. 
During Ivan’s appari-
tion, she slumped over 
and was “slain in the 
spirits”. Her father 
picked her up and let her 
down in the prone posi-
tion, in the isle where 
she remained until Ivan 
was finished “talking” to 

Our Lady. When she returned to her seat, 
I turned and asked her what she saw, her 
reaction was, “I saw the Blessed Mother 
in front of me, she was standing on a 
cloud.” There is no doubt that the Blessed 
Mothers presence was real. The peace and 
serenity in the little village of Abbylara 
could be felt.

Now, I first heard of Medjugorje while 
sitting in the office of a friend of mine in 
1992. In came a woman, the late Marie 
Balter, and she came over to me and hand-
ed me medal of the Lady of Medjegorje 
and said to me, she’s calling you. Well I 
didn’t know what she meant by that at that 
time, but after seeing and hearing Ivan it 
became known to me that I had to make a 
journey to the holy village of Medjegorje. 
I did, two times. You can read more about 
my trip in my little book at www.LULU.
com/602203.

Medjugorje, where Heaven meets earth

On the 29th of April, 2006, Ivan Dra-
gievic, one of the visionaries of Medju-
gorje, Bosnia, was coming to Abbeylara to 
share his apparition with the community.

Abbeylara is on the Cavan, Longford 
border, right up the road from Bally-
jamesduff, in the Republic of Ireland. 
As I approached the 
village, I was struck 
by the way it was so 
clean, decorated with 
flowers and banners in 
Ivan coming. It seemed 
that every house was 
cleaned, painted and 
decorated the same as 
they did in the old days 
when the “Station” was 
celebrated in a spe-
cial house. Two large 
marquees were erected 
on each side of the 
church. Certainly they 
were expecting a large 
gathering.

I arrived two hours 
before the ceremony and I was lucky 
enough to get a seat close to the sanctuary 
where Ivan was going to witness another 
apparition. He has apparitions every day, 
and at the same time.

After a half-hour Mass, Ivan ap-
proached the alter and knelt down. It was 
6:40 PM, There was utter silence in and 
around the church as Ivan seemed to be 
in a trance as he looked up into the upper 
part of the alter. After about ten minutes 
Iven stood-up and faced the congregation.

Through an interpreter he told us what 
Our Lady had said to him, and that all her 
messages were the same, pray, reconcili-
ation, fast, Eucharist and conversion. He 
continued speaking for about an hour, 
telling us about his encounter with the 
Blessed Mother and how he ran and hid 
in his bedroom, afraid that he might see 
her again. Now, he was a young lad at 
that time. He said that while he was in 

Jack Doyle, County Sligo 
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I hope they remembered the sacrifice of 
the Campagnone Brothers, and not think 
of squirrels. Shame on you! 

 While we are talking about nice 
places, you should try Raff’s Restau-
rant in Haverhill, Mass. Raff’s is a very 
nice place to dine. Top notch food, great 
people, and loads of friendly people are 
always showing up every day. 

Drop in at Raff’s, say hello to Mary, 
the top gun responsible for the personal 
care and tender loving service. I am tell-
ing you, if you go once, you will go back 
again and again. They are located at 620 
Primrose St. Haverhill, Mass. 978-373-
4376. You will love it! Ask for Mary.

 The campaigns for election are getting 
cruel and nasty. I do not ever remember 
such lies and deceit, in past campaigns. 
Where is Character, Fair Play and Hon-
esty? Then they say” I did not sanction 
what was said” Bull, it went out under 
your name. 

I see Lizzie Tish Warren needs the 
help of news anchors Diane Sawyer and 
that Cuomo man in her TV ads. They 
are supposed to be impartial! Ha! Their 
ABC bosses tell them what to say, they 
front most of the money that goes to the 
Democratic coffers. The Fourth Estate is 
on the road to hell, they do not have an 
original thought in their collective heads. 
They are all puppets spewing out words 
from the hands that pay them. How ut-
terly immature! 

 A big shout out to St. Monica’s Church 
and their priests especially Father Patrick 
Armano for having Perpetual Adoration. 
For those of you who have not dropped 
in, please go in for a visit. You will be 
surprised how great you will feel. Thank 
you for having this comfort Fathers.

 May the good Lord take a liking to 
you, do something nice for someone 
today. And, we wish you enough.

 Ronnie may be contacted at radio-
talk@comcast.net

The Campagnone Memorial Com-
mon as it has been known since 1948 is 
still the center of the City of Lawrence. 
This Common was named for the three 
brothers, Albert, Carmen and Bernard, 
sons of Stephen and Maria Campagnone. 
The Italian community erected a granite 
monument in their memory. 

 These brothers made the supreme 
sacrifice for their country. How heart-
breaking for a Mom and Dad to lose three 
beloved sons. The memories are still 
there for many of us, the bandstand, the 
wading pool, playing ball, or just strolling 
through the walk. 

These images are part of our own hu-
man experience and always will be. Those 
who went to Lawrence High School used 
the Common for recess for years. How-
ever, The Valley Patriot has discovered 
from another local newspaper that some 
people are referring to this common as the 
Squirrel Park. 

 The three Campagnone brothers left 
their home never to return to the city that 
they loved. The Italian customs and food, 
their language and traditions, would no 
longer excite their senses. Freedom and 
striving for a better life was far too impor-
tant for these American Sons of Italy!

 Now, some people on the local radio 
and their callers have been calling this 
Campagnone Common the squirrel park? 
How insensitive, how callous, how dis-
respectful it is to the memories of these 
brothers. I’ll bet those who use this name 
squirrel park never served their country! 
STOP IT! Have some respect for the 
memory of these men and their surviving 
family, namely Steve and Joyce Campag-
none and their children.

When the multitudes strolled along 
Common Street and The Campagnone 
Memorial Common this Labor Day 
weekend for the feast of the Three Saints, 

The Merrimack Valley Irish Connection

Random Thoughts 
with Ronnie Ford

Ronnie Ford 
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Lawrence, MA 01843
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THE PEOPLE’S SEAT!

Now Available at  
the Meat House 

U. S. Senator, Scott Brown Kicks off Re-election Campaign

On a cold January night in 2010 the 
Country’s political landscape changed 
forever with the election of Scott Brown 
(R-Wrentham) to the United States Sen-
ate. Two years ago the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts made history having 
elected a Republican to complete the 
remaining term of the “Liberal Lion”, 
Senator Ted Kennedy. 

Now the incumbent, Senator Brown 
kicked off his re-election campaign two-
years to the day of that fateful election 
at Mechanics Hall in Worcester, a fitting 
venue for such an event. It was in Me-
chanics Hall that Scott Brown held his 
final election rally for his run against his 
2010 Democrat rival, Massachusetts At-
torney General Martha Coakley. 

A standing-room-only crowd greeted 
Senator Brown on January 19, 2012 for 
his kick-off address. As he stepped to the 
podium, a stir of excitement filled the 
room in anticipation. The Senator be-

gan by recounting how the 2010 Special 
Election was supposed to go. “Which 
Democrat would move into the seat? For 
years, everyone knew what the deal was in 
this state: You get chosen by the machine, 
you go along to get along, please the right 
people, and the rest is easy.”

Senator Brown reminded his supporters 
that elections aren’t suppose to be easy. 
Just as his election to the U.S. Senate in 
2010 was a hard-won battle, so too will 
his re-election bid. “We won two years 
ago because we respected voters enough 
to give them a choice….it is your choice, 
and it sill is the people’s seat.”

A cautionary note punctuated his open-
ing, “since 2010 the attitude of the politi-
cal machine hasn’t changed. They didn’t 
like being challenged then, and they really 
don’t like it any better now. They want to 
get things back to normal as quickly as 
possible…for them it means we go back 
to one party, one way of thinking, one way 
of voting-just going in lockstep and doing 
what you’re told…it’s got to stop here. It’s 
got to stop now.”

Senator Brown highlighted the chal-
lenges all Americans face today and 
emphasized that these challenges must 
be tackled and debated during this cur-
rent election year. “A lot of people these 
days feel like they’re up against tough 
odds because we still have a jobs crisis 
in this country…government policies 
have failed…with new liabilities like 
Obamacare, they have added a debt crisis 
as well…the credit rating of the United 
States is downgraded, and that’s where the 
tax and spend attitude in Washington has 
taken us.”

“Our campaign will always be about 
‘We the People’”, Senator Brown prom-
ises.

Class warfare; the ‘us’ against ‘them’ 
mentality; and pitting groups of people 
against each other are the hallmarks of the 
establishment candidates, Senator Brown 
opines. In contrasting his campaign with 
those of others posturing to challenge him 
in November, Senator Brown highlighted 
his campaign based upon his independent 

record as our United States Senator and 
the independent spirit of the Massachu-
setts voter. “I’ll take those advantages any 
day over the political machine,” he said.

Senator Brown described his service 
in the United States Senate: “I pledged 
to work with colleagues in the delegation 
and I have done so. I told the voters that 
I wouldn’t just be another loud, angry 
partisan, because Washington has too 
many of those already. I promised to be 
an independent voice for you, because 
Washington has too few of those serving 
right now…I always remember why I am 
there and who sent me. I am still nobody’s 
senator but yours.”

Focusing on his now famous “Brown 
41” theme from the 2010 Special Election, 
Senator Brown told his supporters that he 
has been the 41st vote to stop a bad idea, 
but that he is equally proud during times 
when he was the 60th vote to pass a good 
one.

Turning to the fiscal integrity of the 

Cecilia Calabrese 
VALLEY PATRIOT REPORTER - AGAWAM SELECTMAN

BROWN: PAGE 32

(L) Valley Patriot Publisher Tom Duggan with former Channel 5 Anchor, (and Mrs. Scott Brown) Gail Huff. (R) United States Senator 
Scott Brown (daughter Ayla by his side) greets the crowd during his re-election speech in Mechanics Hall in Worcester last month. 
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abortion
During the event, Brown was ques-

tioned on his stand on abortion and 
surprised some in the audience. “I am 
pro-choice and I have been since Gail 
and I have known each other. There are 
differences though between Professor 
Warren and me on that issue. I am not in 
favor of federal funding. I am not in favor 
of partial birth abortion. I am not in favor 
of lowering the age of consent for abor-
tions like she is. And that’s a difference. 
But I believe these issues are best decided 
between a woman and her doctor.”

 on the national debt
“Our country is facing many challeng-

es,” Brown said.
“We are facing some real struggles. 

When I went down [to Washington] there 
was a 11.95 trillion dollar national debt, 
it’s up to 16 trillion dollars. We are bor-
rowing 40 cents on every dollar.

There’s an attack brewing, where they 
are going to cut ¾ of a trillion dollars of 
your Medicare. That is something I am 
not supportive of. I am going to continue 
to work to protect it [Medicare]. Anyone 
who is getting it by the way, let’s put the 
mystery to bed right here, anyone who 
is getting Medicare or will get it, will 
be grandmothered or grandfathered in. 
There’s no discussion, no effort whatso-
ever to make sure you don’t get those care 
and coverage, none.

Will my daughter get the same coverage 
as my mom if we are going to keep the 
system viable?

Probably not, but that’s a conversation 
we need to have together. It’s not going 
to be a Democrat thing. I know there are 
some good Democrats here. There are 
some good Republicans and Independents 
here, the one thing we have in common 
folks is we are all Americans first. The 
only way we are going to solve these 
national problems is work together. Right 
now!”

 Bi partisan – the only Guy
“I am the second most bipartisan sena-

tor in the United States Senate. I vote 54% 
with my party. Every other member of 
the delegation from Massachusetts votes 
96-97% and above. So what does that 
mean? It means that I am the only guy in 
the delegation trying to work together to 
move our country forward.

Brown noted several bills he has 
worked on with Democrats saying, “As 
evidenced by my voting record. Insider 
trading, I didn’t know you could go down 
to Washington and do insider trading and 
not go to jail.

 “But let me tell you something, they 
will now. I was honored to be in the rose 

garden when the President signed that bill 
to prohibit that kind of thing. I’m hoping 
it went a long way to 
reestablishing some 
trust between you 
and us, the people 
who are working in 
Washington.”

 Brown also hailed 
his work on the 
“Hire a Hero Veteran 
Bill.” It’s now law. 
The three percent 
withholding, which 
is; any contractor 
that’s doing work 
with the govern-
ment, that stealth tax 
that was going into 
effect, it’s gone.

[The] 1099 fix, 
that affects busi-
nesses, that’s gone. 
The Arlington Cem-
etery Bill, the crowd 
funding bill these are all things that I have 
been working on, [and] trying to save the 
Post Office, I’m pushing a bill through 
with Senator Collins, Lieberman, Carper 
and I, to make sure that the post office will 
be viable so you can get your mail.

These are the things I am working on 
each and every day. The things that people 
care about, right now. Debt, deficit, taxes 
spending, jobs, national security, and 
energy, that’s what people care about.

They want to know if their sons or 
daughters, husbands or wives, go off to 
battle they are going to come home safely. 
And if they don’t come home safely and 
they comehome hurt, injured, mentally or 
physically, that they are going to get the 
care and coverage they need to get better.

I’m on Armed Services, Homeland, Vet-
erans, Small Business [Committees]. I am 
the ranking member on Armed Services, 
ranking member on Homeland Security, 
working very hard to make sure when we 
send the soldiers out, they are actually 
able to go out and do their jobs with the 
tools and resources [they need] to do their 
jobs well and come home safely.

an attack on Medicare 
and Breaking with paul ryan

“There is an attack as I said it’s an at-
tack on your Medicare.

You know you hear about the Ryan 
Budget and trying to attack Medicare. 
I voted against the Ryan budget twice. 
Twice. And I also put out an op-ed as to 
why I did it. I did it because I was deeply 
concerned about the approach to handling 
Medicare reform. In order to do it right, 
and there is a way to do it, but it needs to 

be done together, a bipartisan, bicameral 
way in which the President will sign it.

 It’s not going to 
be just ramming it 
through with the 
scare tactics to scare 
all of you.

And you are all 
very intelligent peo-
ple. You know better. 
You know you are 
going to have some-
one like me down 
there who is looking 
out to make sure 
that you are going 
to have that contract 
that was informally 
signed between the 
federal government 
and you, to give you 
those benefits that 
are in place. You are 
not going to be af-
fected at all.

For other generations, in order to make 
it viable there are going to need to be 
some changes. I am going to continue to 
do my best and listen. I don’t know it all. 
I am going to make mistakes. I said that 
the night I was elected, if you watched my 
victory speech I said; you know what, I 
am going to make mistakes and I started 
right off the bat. I said my daughters are 
available on national TV. How’ that for 
a pretty good doosie? That being said, I 
have learned from that mistake and I will 
continue to learn from that mistake.”

Senior Centers
“But I wanted to thank you. I visit 

senior centers, being on the elder caucus 
when I was a state rep. and state senator, 
being a former selectmen, and I am work-
ing very hard in Wrentham for our senior 
center to get that built. Looking at Norfolk 
and Franklin and visiting the 12 cities and 
towns in my [former state senate] district 
is something I enjoy, [like] playing pool, 
having events, participating in events, it’s 
important. It’s a very important part of 
who I am.”

 Social security and taxes
“At the end of this year you are going 

to wake up on January 1st to a very dif-
ferent country in terms of our tax policy. 
The child care tax credit is going to be cut 
down to $500. You are going to have the 
lower rates go from 10% to 15%, from 
35% to 39.6%. A lot of the tax policy 
would change dramatically that’s the fiscal 
cliff that even Bill Clinton in a moment 

of candor said we can’t go close and we 
can’t go over, and I am paraphrasing but I 
agree with him.

We need to address these issues. I 
shouldn’t be here with you right now. I 
should be in Washington right now work-
ing on these things and I have called for 
it, I’ve asked for it, others have as well 
and some people unfortunately want to go 
over that fiscal cliff.

I think it sends a very, very bad message 
to our world partners and others through-
out the world who are looking at us as 
role models, economic role models. Social 
Security? Listen, it’s stable. Does it need 
to be fixed? Yes. It can be done within the 
system. I don’t think they need to raise 
taxes on the social security programs like 
Professor Warren wants to do. She wants 
to raise the cap and I don’t think that’s 
necessary at this point.

Congressman akin
Asked about Congressman Akin’s com-

ments on opposing abortion in cases of 
rape, Brown said he was the first to ask 
Akin to apologize and not run. “I was first 
in the country,” He said. “Professor War-
ren hasn’t even asked him to step down 
and that’s putting politics ahead of this 
every important issue.”

 Honored to be a United States Senator
“And let me tell you something. Besides 

my marriage to Gail and the birth of my 
two daughters, being your senator is the 
greatest honor I’ve ever had in my life. 
I mean, to think someone like me, a guy 
whose mom and dad were married and 
divorced four times each.

 I had lived in 17 houses by the time 
I was 18, and you have read and heard 
about some of the abuse and other chal-
lenges I have had.But those life experi-
ences I tell you, have made me who I am 
today. They have given me that founda-
tion, that rock to know what the value of a 
dollar is. I know what the value of a dollar 
is. Each and every day I go down there, I 
read the bills. I understand them and if I 
don’t, I find a way to understand them. I 
see how those bills affect Massachusetts, 
how they affect our country, our debt, our 
deficit, and I vote. That’s it. Period … 
Period.”

northernprocess@gmail.com

Tom Duggan  i s  the 
publisher of The Valley 
Patriot, a former Lawrence 
School Committeeman, and 
hosts the Paying Attention! 
Radio Program on WCAP, 
980AM, every Saturday from 
10am-noon. You can email 

your comments to valleypatriot@aol.com .

ADAMS
STATE SENATOR

 www.votepauladams.com
“CoMMitted to You”

Paid for by the committee to elect Paul Adams

THANK YOU!!!
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Bitter Sweet primary election 2012! 
LAWRENCE

After a year of demanding public docu-
ments and information about how Deval 
Patrick and his Department of Education 
is planning to turn around the Lawrence 
Public Schools with zero results, one 
member of the Lawrence School Com-
mittee has chosen to take her children out 
of the Lawrence school system and has 
resigned from the school committee.

 Jen Cooper, who was elected over in-
cumbent Mark Gray in 2011 to represent 
the Mount Vernon “District E” section of 
Lawrence, says in her resignation letter 
to Mayor Lantigua that she can no longer 
allow her children “to NOT be educated in 
Lawrence.”

Cooper, a lifelong Democrat whose 
party took over the Lawrence Public 
Schools and stripped the school commit-
tee of their power by installing a state 
appointed receiver says she can no longer 
trust that the Deval Patrick Administration 
or Commissioner of Education, Mitchell 
Chester have the best interest of her chil-
dren at heart.

 Cooper had two small children at the 
Frost School, Wesley who is seven years 
old and going into the 2nd grade and Kai-
tlin who is eight years old and going into 
the 3rd grade.

“As a parent of two Lawrence Public 
School students,” Cooper writes in her 
resignation letter, “I no longer trust that 
my children will receive an adequate 
education under Receiver Riley’s new 
turnaround plan. As a result, I have chosen 
to remove my children from the Lawrence 
Public Schools and have moved out of 
Lawrence, so that they can attend a school 
system which will give them the best 
chance of receiving an excellent education 
in their formative years.”

 Cooper says that her decision was 
not made lightly and cited as one factor, 
the Department of Education’s failure to 
hire teachers in the classroom who are in 
the field of education. Cooper says that 
Receiver Riley and Commissioner Chester 
are placing teachers in the schools that 
do not have the experience and are not 
educators by profession.

 “I am a firm believer that every child 
in public schools should be taught by 
certified teachers who have dedicated 
their careers to the teaching profession. 
Receiver Riley, Governor Deval Patrick 
and Commissioner Chester do not share 
that view,” Cooper said.

 The Valley Patriot obtained an advance 
copy of the resignation letter which was 
posted in its’ entirety on the web. Cooper 
says that Receiver Riley and Commis-

sioner Chester continue to spend the tax 
payers’ money in secrecy and refuse to 
release their spending and curriculum 
plans to the public.

 “Furthermore, their refusal to dissemi-
nate information to the public concern-
ing what changes are being made to the 
curriculum and their insistence on doing 
the public’s business in secret has left me 
no choice but to remove my children and 
resign from the Lawrence School Com-
mittee.”

Under the City Charter a special elec-
tion must be called to replace Cooper on 
the School Committee. The Lawrence 
City Council can obtain a home rule 
petition from the legislature to forego a 
special election.

 The Lawrence School Committee has 
not met in more than 60 days and has no 
authority over spending or curriculum 
under the takeover legislation passed last 
year. The legislation does not disband 
the committee nor does it take away the 
committee’s role as representatives of the 
voters of Lawrence to question spending 
of the tax payers’ dollars on the Lawrence 
Public Schools.

Before I give my two cents on the 
recent primary Election, please allow me 
to reflect on the exciting agenda of Hope 
and Change of four years ago that we 
were all told would usher in a new era 
of politics and change how things would 
be done in Washington. Unfortunately, 
hope and change soon turned into finger 
pointing and blame. Class warfare and 
the implementing of policies that con-
tinually move the country from the free 
enterprise system to a more government 
dependent society, all the while disguis-
ing these programs with the propaganda 
of fairness!

 According to the Wall Street Journal, 
almost half of Americans are receiving 
some form of government assistance! 
In the end, all this hope and change 
resulted in larger and larger deficits!

 Here at home, since Governor Deval 
Patrick took office, cities and towns 
across the Commonwealth have had 
their local aid cut dramatically by some 
500 million dollars to support other 
big government programs. These cuts 
resulted in police and firemen being laid 
off which impacted greatly the safety 
of their citizens and their property. We 
are constantly being told by the oc-
cupants on Beacon Hill, (the majority 
of which are Democrats like our State 
Senator Barry Finegold), that their vote 
to support the Governor’s Budget which 
resulted in the layoffs of police and fire-
men was Bold, Courageous,Brave and 
Difficult. They also want us to believe 
that cities and towns are better off today 
because of their vote. Now these same 
politicians expected to be re-elected so 
that they could do more of the same! 

 Let’s make something very clear, it is 
never Courageous,Brave or Bold to vote 
in such a way that results in layoffs of 
police and firemen putting the citizen’s 
safety in jeopardy! I would say deciding 
to serve our country in the military is 
Courageous, Brave and Bold, not cutting 
local aide!

 The Big Sweet part of the Primary 

Election which took place on Thursday 
September 6, 2012 was the citizens of 
Lawrence and surrounding communities 
took their turn to make the Courageous, 
Brave and Bold decision to NOT re-elect 
Representative Mr. David Torrisi. This 
time around being a friend and ally to 
the Mayor of Lawrence, Mayor Lantigua 
didn’t come to his rescue like two years 
ago!

 So the process of the loosening of the 
hold that Mayor Lantigua has on Law-
rence has begun. 

 The Bitter part of the Primary Elec-
tion was Andover’s Selectman Republi-
can Mr. Alex Vispoli, losing his attempt 
to represent The 2nd Essex District in 
November to go against another friend 
and ally to the Mayor of Lawrence, 
Senator Barry Finegold. Mr. Vispoli, a 
man of proven integrity and business ex-
perience would not have stood by silent 
as the Mayor of Lawrence messed with 
the police and fire departments. Unfor-
tunately, the winner of this contest was 
State Representative Republican Paul 
Adams who also is an ally and friend to 
the Mayor of Lawrence.

 This I believe was a huge missed op-
portunity to remove another friend and 
ally of the Mayor of Lawrence. Going 
forward it will take some kind of miracle 
for Mr. Adams to defeat Mr. Finegold. 
Although in the end it really doesn’t 
matter because both owe their politi-
cal carriers to Mayor Lantigua and will 
continue to give a blind eye and deaf 
ear to whatever the Mayor of Lawrence 
attempts to do! Their loyalty to Mayor 
Lantigua caused them to stand by and do 
absolutely nothing while Mayor Lanti-
gua laid off policemen and firemen in 
Lawrence putting our safety at risk!

 They sat by idle, giving their support 
while the City of Lawrence was placed 
under a State Overseer. They sat by idle 
giving their support while Mayor Lanti-
gua gave up on and supported our Public 
Schools being placed under Receiver-
ship.

 Two years ago, Mayor Lantigua 
endorsed them and placed them on 

Peter Larocque 
VALLEY PATRIOT COLUMNIST

educator resigns, Moves out of 
City, pulls Kids out of Schools

Carleen's 	
Breakfast & Lunch   

Thirty years serving

         the Merrimack valley

         *Great food & friendly staff

               *Open 7 days a week 
                                                                 
                                       Breakfast all day
                       Lunch Monday thru Friday
                                     



                     978-682-3466.                              carleens.com.      

              209 South Broadway.  Lawrence ,Massachusetts 01843       
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Tom Duggan 
VALLEY PATRIOT PUBLISHER

F o r m e r  L a w r e n c e  S c h o o l 
Committeeman Jen Cooper 
on WCAP’s Paying Attention! 
radio program in Lowell. Cooper 
resigned last month.

Judith
Maselli

354 Merrimack St., at Sal’s Riverwalk
Lawrence MA 01843

Tel. 978.685.9700 x15 * Fax 978.685.9701
MA Mortgage Broker #MB 1964 

Licensed by the NH Banking Dept.
ME#CSO11110 * NMLS ID 1964

 Cell: (978) 886 1737
 ext. 14 (24-hr. )

jmaselli@firstinteg.com

www.firstinteg.com

MLO 48786

Helping Borrowers
since 1988

Sr. Mortgage
Consultant 

ers of Visiting Angels are personally committed to insuring that compassionate and the highest quality care 
is given to their clients.  Visiting Angel caregivers are hand selected to insure they have the skills and experi-
ence necessary to provide their clients with the very best care.  Visiting Angels is a fully bonded and insured 
homecare agency that is accredited with the Home Care Alliance of Massachusetts. Both Directors are in-
volved in every aspect of the agency and make themselves available to those they serve around the clock.  It is 
their life mission and dedication to better the lives of those receiving Visiting Angels care and provide peace 
of mind to their families.

Our Services:
24/7 Director / Owner Availability for our clients and their families
Guaranteed 15 minute Call Back
Flexible Hourly Care– Up to 24 Hour Care
Customized Care Plans
Rewarding and Lasting Companionship
Respite Care for Family Members
Bathing or Showering Assistance
Grooming Assistance
Skin and Hair Care
Exercise and Ambulation Assistance
Medication Reminders
Light Housekeeping
Laundry, wash, dry and fold

Our Rate: 
$24 Per Hour (same rate for weekends and nights).  Flexible scheduling available 2 hour to 24 hour care.  Live In 
Care Services are also available.

Visiting Angels Serve Chelmsford, Lowell, Burlington, Woburn, Winchester, Dracut, 
Tewksbury, Wilmington, North Reading and Surrounding Towns

Phone: 978-244-0200
www.visitingangels.com

111 Chelmsford Street
Chelmsford, MA 01824

978-244-0200

Pat Rondeau
A Visiting Angel

Visiting Angels 
America’s Choice in Home Care

Personal & Home Assessments provided free of charge to Visiting Angel Clients

Visiting Angels provides seniors with the assistance needed to continue living at home.  �e Directors/Own-

Visiting Angels Serve Chelmsford, Lowell, Burlington, Woburn, Winchester, Dracut, 
Tewksbury, Wilmington, North Reading and Surrounding Towns

Phone: 978-244-0200
www.visitingangels.com

Pat Rondeau
A Visiting Angel

Visiting Angels Serve Chelmsford, Lowell, Burlington, Woburn, Winchester, Dracut, 
Tewksbury, Wilmington, North Reading and Surrounding Towns

Phone: 978-244-0200
www.visitingangels.com

Personal & Home Assessments provided free of charge to Visiting Angel Clients

Our Services:
24/7 Director / Owner Availability for our clients and their families
Guaranteed 15 minute Call Back
Flexible Hourly Care– Up to 24 Hour Care
Customized Care Plans
Rewarding and Lasting Companionship
Respite Care for Family Members
Bathing or Showering Assistance
Grooming Assistance
Skin and Hair Care
Exercise and Ambulation Assistance
Medication Reminders
Light Housekeeping
Laundry, wash, dry and fold

Directors/Owners 
Carol Kilduff and Wendy Bean

111 Chelmsford Street
Chelmsford, MA 01824

978-244-0200

SEE OUR AD ON PAGE 32
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New Owners of Historic Club Restore Image and Neighborhood
Ward 6 Social Club Best (and Safest) Kept Secret in lawrence

The Valley Patriot had the opportunity to 
sit down with the owners, Tony Fiore and 
Michael Pelletier, of the newly renovated 
Ward 6 Club earlier this month. Tony 
shared the colorful history of this private 
club which was originally founded in 1931 
two years prior to prohibition ending. Mike 
adds the club was a genuine a speakeasy 
at one time. The Ward 6 Club is one of the 
oldest bars still operating in Lawrence. 
Tony says, “So many people from Law-
rence have memories of coming to the club 
when they were just kids with their fathers 
and grandfathers.” While in the 50’s the 
club was geared to the polish population 
of the city, today it does not gear itself 
towards one nationality, but is proud to be 
inclusive.

Michael Pelletier, the partner who 
stumbled upon this opportunity explains the 
chain of events. “I went into my attorney’s 
office and he had asked me if I wanted to 
buy a two family. I asked him. ‘Where is 
it?’ He said Springfield Street. When he 
said Springfield I was like ok, am from 
Spruce street, I can make that work because 
my background and given I was brought 
up in the city. I said why not, let’s go take a 
look. When I did, sure enough it was a two 
family and then he told me about the bar. 
They didn’t want any money for the bar, 

but he said ‘if you are going to do some-
thing with it you need to go and get the 
license fixed right away.’ I brought Tony to 
take a look at it.”

Tony added, “We got wind that the 
club was for sale and so we came down 

and investigated the property. The history 
behind it was that the club used to be very 
involved in community and had a large 
membership. But since there were problems 
with the neighborhood in the 80’s and 90’s, 
business dwindled down. Over the past 4 or 
5 years the club was stagnant doing noth-
ing. It had a small aging membership and 
the club did not have any money invested 
in it in quite some time. It looked like a 
dive from the 1970s. In fact when we first 

came into the space it looked like a dive 
from the 1970’s. It was very old and dated. 
The ceiling tiles were yellow from smoking 
and the bar was dark and not very inviting. 
Mike added that when making the deci-
sion to purchase, “We looked at it and got a 

bunch of advice from people. We said that 
if we are going to do this let’s do it right, 
and that’s what we did.”

Tony described the undertaking of the 
huge renovation. “We pieced everything 
together and family and friends helped us 
out. We got it going. We just put it together. 
I got an artist to give me color coordina-
tion’s on the walls. Basically, we went over 
the entire space. All the walls have been 
repainted and re-paneled. The bar top is 

all new. We salvage what we could which 
was 3 or 4 pieces from the original bar. We 
added new shelves and ceiling tiles, and we 
went through the bathrooms; everything is 
all updated now. The main function room 
has a new floor.”

Michael reveals the biggest surprise of 
the club- the backroom. “You don’t know 
about the backroom until you look into it 
and it’s like an Egyptian tent. You look at 
the building at front and you just see it as 
a little hole-in-the-wall two family. When 
you open the door it’s like a huge ‘shandr-
la’ type thing. When I went into the back 
room and saw the oak that had been done, 
that inspired me to continue the oak to the 
other side. A little bit of clean up, paint and 
refurbishing the back hall brought it back to 
life! We just changed everything.”

“We have a new sprinkler system com-
ing up within the next 3- days and we are 
rehabbing the downstairs now. Downstairs 
is going to be for dancing and live bands 
and live entertainment in general. Some of 
these underground bands are going to be 
coming in and we hope to mimic the vibe 
of the middle-eastern restaurant in Cam-
bridge. We want to being in what people 
want to listen to which could be anything 
from jazz to Kenny Chesney to country line 
dancing.” Mike and Tony both echo the 

Meet Rob Page, an ex-Marine who 
served from 1990-1994. On June 28th 
2012, Rob was arrested, no Miranda rights, 
no warrant shown and when put in front of 
the Judge he wasn’t allowed due process, 
the right to representation or a chance to 
make a case for himself.

He was shackled and not allowed to 
make any phone calls, for a week he was 
unable to let anyone know where he was. 
He was placed in a 24 by 30 foot room 
with 24 other inmates, some of which were 
‘dope sick’ shaking violently, vomiting, and 
very loud all hours of the day and night. 
This room was also on lock down 24 hours 
a day, so Rob wasn’t able to move even 
to the bathroom without having to walk 
over people and avoid the issues of vomit, 
leftover food and detoxing addicts.

Eventually Rob was moved to ‘the farm’, 
although it was a short lived stay since his 
diabetes and blood pressure medicine was 
kept from him for 5 days and caused ad-
verse effects and he eventually told a nurse 
about chest pains. He was then shipped 
back to Middleton for observation and 
placed into another confined room full of 
people. Despite being put back in Middle-
ton for observation when he complained 
about chest pains he was yelled at and told 

to wait for other shift workers to come on 
duty. Well, after waiting 4 hours Rob had 
to be sent to a hospital because he had a 
heart attack. He ended up having a stent 
put in his artery and is lucky to be alive 
today.

While being imprisoned Rob noticed 
what others convicted of his vicious crime 
noticed and that was that they did not get 
any programs (in fact programs were kept 
from them), they did not get the same 
considerations, jobs, resources, or ability to 
live like the other inmates. What did Rob 
do that was so horrific that he was denied 
his Constitutional Rights and treated in a 
manner that would land people in jail for 
years on animal cruelty charges? He lost 
his job. Although Rob was a very success-
ful restaurant owner in Arizona he longed 
to see his kids like all good fathers and was 
told that he would be able to see his kids as 
long as he moved to Massachusetts.

However when he came to Massachu-
setts, he was only allowed to see his kids 
for 4 hours over 2 years ago. Judges in 
Massachusetts don’t care. They don’t care 
because men don’t have rights unless you 
have a lot of money to spend on a team of 
attorneys and then, it only levels the field a 
little bit. To add injury to all this, the DOR 
took his license which impacts his abil-
ity to get a good job. In fact he landed a 

The City of Lawrence has been put in a 
financial position that is untenable, and 

the House Representatives has enabled 
the city to drift for many years. The 
Lantigua Administration has been reckless 
in its financial decisions and it is time to 
have someone with backbone to stand up 
for the citizens of Lawrence and take the 
city back.

 Fire Chief Jack Bergeron recently 
spoke at the Colonial Heights Neighbor-
hood Association and outlined the chal-
lenges the Lawrence Fire Department is 
currently facing. Because of the under-
staffing of the Massachusetts Firefighters 
Academy in Stow, the Chief can’t get new 
potential firefighters trained until next 
April. Two fire stations remain closed, fire 
apparatus is on its last legs and the sta-
tions are in disrepair. The Chief has had to 
apply for a federal public safety fire grant 
in order to avoid a layoff of Firefighters. 

 Police Chief John Romero was excited 
about the ability to hire a dozen new 
police officers. However, because the 
funding source for these officers comes 
from a federal grant that must be applied 

for annually, the city potentially must lay 
off all those officers after just one month 
of graduating the academy.

 At the state level the amount of revenue 
that has been received by the City of 
Lawrence in the form of structured local 
aid has dropped dramatically. Much of the 
Merrimack Valley has seen these cuts in 
local aid over the past years, yet the cost 
of living continues to increase. 

 How did Lantigua and his accomplices 
allow this to happen? Why did the City 
ever get in the position of having to rely 
on federal funding in order to staff and 
operate the public safety instead of the 
general budget of the city? How come 
one-time funds are continually applied to 
multi-year needs?

At a local level the budget passed the 
City Council, but it was definitely not 
unanimous.

Councilor Marc Laplante voted against 
the budget because what was presented 
was not responsible to the safety of the 
citizens of Lawrence. The Mayor present-
ed a budget that increased people’s taxes 
yet decreased their services. Councilor 
Laplante was also looking for a budget 
that added funding for additional police 

The State House Let Lawrence Down
And the $34million bandaid the State threw at it fell off fast.

Fairness in Probate Court
Mark Gray 
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OPEn: Mon - wed: 8am - 5:30pm, Thu: 8am - 5pm, Fri: 8am - 2pm, 
Sat: 8am -12pm, (Fall thru Spring Only), 

Office is closed Mon - Thurs from 1pm - 2pm for lunch

Located  
at 

sal’s 
Riverwalk!

Dr. Vaso Hatzigiannis D.D.S.
Joseph P. Beninato D.M.D., P.C.

354 Merrimack St. Suite 334 (Entrance C) , Lawrence MA 01843 * Phone (978) 685- 1499 * Fax: (978) 837-6657

The bottom line remains; one side of the 
brain becomes very dominant, the other 
neglected. Over time if the FDS is not 
corrected, the neglected side (the weak 
side) almost never gets better on its own. 
In fact many times it gets worse.

Modern understanding of the neu-
rology of the brain and the metabolic 
imbalances that trigger and drive imbal-
ances and prevent them from correct-
ing themselves are well understood; as 
are the specific individualized nondrug 
methods for their correction. Unfortu-
nately, very few practitioners utilizing 
the current models of care have ever 
heard of the syndrome, know how to rec-
ognize it or how to treat it successfully. 
Finding a practitioner with a background 
in functional neurology and metabolic 
work is the first step toward a successful 
recovery.

References:
Gazzaniga, Michael. The Cognitive 

Neurosciences. MIT Press, 1994.
Melillo, Dr. Robert. Disconnected 

Kids. Perigee Trade, January 2010
Dr. Jin Sung is a 

chiropractic physician 
who offers a unique, 
drug-free, and effec-
tive approach to the 
management of chronic 
health conditions. He 
utilizes Brain Based 
Therapy and Functional 

Medicine approaches to achieve excel-
lent results with his patients. Call 978 
688 6999 or visit www.DrJinSung.com

severe emotional stresses, virus, infec-
tions, inflammations, etc.) then that part 
of the 
brain 
will 
express 
less 
func-
tion 
and less 
abil-
ity to 
express 
itself.

In 
many 
(not all) 
behav-
ioral 
children, the right side of the brain is de-
ficient. The right side of the brain houses 
our social skills, likes soft music and 
sounds, houses the stop mechanism of 
our brain, is the “sad” side of our brain, 
controls body awareness, concentration 
and self-control. 

The left side of this child’s brain 
likes rote memorization; it’s where our 
“academic” skills reside, likes loud 
noises, flickering lights (think com-
puter, TV, etc.), likes sameness, or doing 
things over and over again. This is a 
very minimal description of the cerebral 
hemisphere functions but it should serve 
to educate in this scenario.

Going back to the functional discon-
nection syndrome, we can see very 
quickly what happens in the ADD, 
ADHD, learning and behavioral disabled 

child. Something occurs to cause the 
brain to “disconnect” the wiring between 

the two 
brain 
hemi-
spheres 
and in this 
example, 
the right 
brain 
becomes 
weakened 
and not 
working 
very well 
and the 
left brain 
becomes 
dominant. 

This produces a child who likes TV, 
video games, computers and all things 
loud (left brain). They interrupt, due to 
the right-sided weakened social skills. 
They “perseverate,” do the same things 
over and over again (left brain). They 
like routines, rituals (left brain). They 
have a good memory (left brain) usually 
they have poor social skills (weak right 
brain), poor body awareness (weak right 
brain) cannot concentrate (right brain) 
have tantrums (right brain) and cannot 
control themselves. This is the ADD, 
ADHD and frankly OCD, Aspergers and 
Autistic brain patterns.

This is the hallmark of learning dis-
abilities and “behavioral problems.” It is 
a brain that is functionally disconnected, 
or out of balance. Coordination and 
balance are key in functional recovery. 

Most people view Attention Defi-
cit Disorder (ADD), Attention Deficit 
and Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), 
hyperactivity and learning disabilities 
as behavioral problems or psychologi-
cal issues. However, these disorders are 
actually a complex net of neurological, 
immunological and nutritional problems.

ADD, ADHD, hyperactivity disorders, 
etc. are just labels, and not good ones. 
They put expectations on a child that 
they often will live up or down to. Tradi-
tional diagnoses of ADD and ADHD are 
understandable, but they do not tell us 
what to do to find the mechanism of the 
child’s “behavioral” problem, in order to 
balance, improve and or correct it.

The “behavioral problems” stem from 
neurological and metabolic imbalances. 
It is not that these are socially dysfunc-
tional children, per se. Their behavior is 
a result of multiple “functional” imbal-
ances. 

The latest research is clear on what 
causes most “behavioral problems” and 
that is an electrical imbalance between 
the two sides of the brain. This is called 
the Functional Disconnection Syndrome 
(FDS). Here’s how it works. 

The brain has two completely different 
sides with completely different func-
tions which need to be coordinated for 
the whole brain to work in a balanced 
fashion. These two sides of the brain 
must fire at an equal frequency for us 
(humans) to be “normal.” If one side 
fires less than the other (due to trauma, 

add-adHd and other learning disabilities
Dr. Jin Sung 
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officers. Alternatively the budget passed 
because a majority of the city councilors 
and the mayor favored increasing taxes 
while public safety remained understaffed 
and a second priority. 

The city continues to have financial 
issues, and the passed budget shows 
increasing property taxes is the answer. I 
disagree.

 The answer should be to build the 
economy with good, solid long-standing 
businesses in all the empty space to gain 

revenue and also grow jobs. But why 
should anyone come and invest in Law-
rence when the leadership has cared more 
about themselves than the city? 

New leadership at City Hall and Beacon 
Hill is desperately needed. Bring in new 
people. Get things moving. Change the 
direction of this city and get Lawrence 
growing again.

Karin Rhoton is a former member of the 
North Andover School Committee and is a 
candidate for State Representative. 

probate courts are actually hindering Rob’s 
ability to get a job and make the payments 
they are forcing him to make for kids they 
won’t allow him to see. Don’t for one min-
ute think that this is an isolated or minority 
incident, it’s actually the majority of near 
identical cases where men are treated in 
similar fashion.

There will be more stories forth com-
ing as I will make this the issue of who 
should be elected to state offices. You see 
the state reps have the ability to address 
these gender bigot judges who have no 
oversight, but refuse to do so. As you may 
be aware through media sources there is 
a relationship between state reps and the 
court system. For this reason NO attorney 
or lawyer should ever be elected to office. 
I hope that you are outraged, that you call 
any person running for office and tell them 
if they won’t fix these out of control judges 
that they do NOT deserve support.

great job, the company impressed with his 
work history and talent, however they had 
to renege on the offer because the DOR 
had taken his license and it showed up in a 
back ground check.

Rob has been trying to find steady and 
better paying work to pay the mandated 
child support because losing your job and 
having no place to live isn’t a consideration 
in modifying the support order that was 
based on having a full time job. Ironically 
and sadly, the Massachusetts DOR and the 
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Mark Gray is a former member of the 
Lawrence School Committee. 

Former Candidate for 
Governor Charlie Baker 
Reads The Valley Patriot!
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Diana DiZoglio  
State Representative - 14th Essex

Laborers’ Union 
(LOCAL 175)

175

Proudly Endorses 

“Diana DiZoglio cares about workers’ rights and work-
ing families. Unlike her challenger for this seat, Diana  
DiZoglio will represent your views and your priorities when 
she votes at The State House. There is no candidate in this 
race who will fight for jobs in the Merrimack Valley more than 
Diana DiZoglio.” 

~Mike Gagliardi,  
Local 175 Laborers’ Union of North America 
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September 18, 2012 from 2:00 to 3:30 
p.m. Please join us for light refreshments 
as we celebrate the Prayer Shawl Ministry, 
offer shawls for a blessing by clergy, and 
share stories of how the ministry touches 
lives. Our speaker will be Deborah Scionti, 
Director of Spiritual Care at Mary Immac-
ulate Health/Care Services. Come and hear 
Debbie speak about her work as a chaplain 
and how giving a SHAWL is like Shar-
ing His Abundant Warming Love. This 
event is free and open to the public. Please 
RSVP by Thursday, September 13 to the 
St. Augustine Parish office (Klara) at: 978-
475-0050 x37 or klara@staugustineparish.
org.

LAWRENCE HIGH SCHOOL 50TH 
REUNION, 1962-2012

Calling all 1962 classmates!! Fifty years 
- can you believe it? You and a guest are 
cordially invited to attend this gala reunion 
of the best class to ever attend LHS!

Here are the details:
 WHEN: Sunday, October 28, 2012
WHERE: Brookstone Event Center
 14 Route 111, East Derry, NH
TIME: 4:00 pm – 8:00 pm
 Buffet Dinner and Dancing
 Classmates who are interested in at-

tending and have not received an invitation 
can contact Linda (Dolce) Lemerise at 
llemer@aol.com or call (978) 973-0964. 
Deadline for tickets is October 1, 2012.

GIANT TOWN YARD SALE
It’s a Recycle Day party in The Park 

with The Andover Department of Commu-
nity Service’s Giant Yard Sale on Saturday, 
September 22. Held from 8:00 A.M. until 
2:00 P.M. Support your planet by finding 
that perfect object for your decorating 
needs, or that collectible your should have 
bought years ago! Bargains can be found 
all over the park in every corner and on 
both sides of the sidewalk. Sections on 
the lawn will be full of items for you to 
browse. Buy something from your neigh-
bor, or meet someone you haven’t seen in 
awhile. It’s like a town wide block party! 
Over 50 families usually are found selling 
you their treasures each fall!

Find baby & children’s clothing on sale, 
household & kitchen items, doll acces-
sories, books, knickknacks, toys, sports 
equipment, decorative pieces and an amaz-
ing assortment of treasured recyclables 
that you can put to a new use. The Park is 
located at the corner of Bartlet and Chest-
nut Streets. Rain date is Sunday, Septem-
ber 23. Shoppers will find so many great 
deals! Swing by on your way through the 

down town area either before or after your 
errands. Plenty of purchases for everyone! 
If you want to sell some items, late spots 
may be purchased before 4 pm on Friday 
for $10/spot. For more information, call 
978-623-8279, or stop by the DCS office, 
36 Bartlet Street.

HAM AND BEAN SUPPER
September 29th 2012,  72 Elm Street
Trinitarian Congregational Church, 

North Andover. 4:30-6PM
Ham, two kinds of beans, home made 

cole slaw and potato salad and plenty of 
desserts. Cost $8 per person, $7 seniors 
and children under12. Children under 4 
free.

METHUEN MAYOR, SCHOOL COM-
MITTEE TOUR CITY SCHOOLS

 Methuen, MA – As Methuen readies 
for another school year, Mayor Stephen 
Zanni joined with School Superintendent 
Judy Scannell and School Committee 
members Mary Jean Fawcett and Lynne 
Hajjar Kumm in taking one last look at 
Methuen’s school-buildings.

 “Students may get a break for the sum-
mer, but we use the time to get our facili-
ties up to a level that our parents and stu-
dents expect,” explained Scannell. “I am 
extremely proud to show the Mayor and 

METHUEN MAYOR HOSTS SENIOR 
CENTER FORUM

 Methuen, MA – In an effort to open 
City Hall up to the public, encourage 
greater familiarity with local programs and 
policies, and create an opportunity for resi-
dents to ask questions, Mayor Steve Zanni 
has hosted a monthly forum at Methuen’s 
Senior Activity Center.The Mayor’s 
September forum will include Methuen’s 
City Treasurer, Ann Guastaferro; and City 
Assessor, Michele Mastrangelo.

 Guastaferro and Mastrangelo will be 
joining the Mayor for a public discus-
sion at the Senior Activity Center from 
10:45am – noon on Thursday, September 
27th.The discussion will include a brief 
overview of what the City Assessor’s and 
Treasurer’s offices do and the services they 
provide.Following these introductions, 
Guastaferro and Mastrangelo will detail 
the local tax policy and different programs 
that are available to residents.

 “I think people are eager to hear about 
these departments,” said Zanni. “I think 
residents are even more eager to hear 
about programs they may qualify for that 
could save them money.”

 The Senior Activity Center is located at 
77 Lowell St in Methuen.All residents are 
invited to attend.

NORTH ANDOVER - SENIOR PROP-
ERTY TAX-WORK-OFF PROGRAM

On Monday, August 27th the North An-
dover Senior Center will have applications 
available for the 2012, Senior Property Tax 
Work-Off Program. You must be at least 
60 years of age, own and occupy the prop-
erty for which North Andover property 
taxes are paid. There are 35 funded posi-
tions available.Eligible participants may 
be chosen through a lottery.Workers must 
complete 90 hours of service by Friday, 
May 24th, 2013.A maximum of 10 hours 
per week is required to receive abatement 
in the amount of $652.50.If you are inter-
ested in applying, packets and additional 
eligibility information will be available 
starting, Monday, August 27th at the North 
Andover Senior Center, reception area at 
120R Main Street, North Andover.

9TH ANNUAL INTERFAITH PRAYER 
SHAWL TEA

Communities Together, Inc., formerly 
The Greater Lawrence Council of Church-
es, and St. Augustine Parish in Andover 
will sponsor the 9th Annual Interfaith 
Prayer Shawl Tea at St. Augustine Par-
ish, Center for Education and Ministry, 
35 Essex Street, Andover on Tuesday, 

School Committee the exemplary work 
done throughout our buildings. I think our 
students and parents will be impressed.”

 “I think our City is really proud of 
our elementary school buildings,” said 
Mayor Zanni, “and I think the best way to 
continue to instill pride is to maintain the 
quality of these buildings.”

 Scannell, who will provide the same 
tour to the remainder of the School Com-
mittee at a later time, showed off new 
carpets, flooring, and paint jobs.

 “The staff has done a phenomenal job at 
making our facilities look brand new,” said 
Fawcett.

“The schools are bright, clean, and ready 
for our students,” said Kumm. “It was 
great to see so many teachers already get-
ting their classrooms prepared. I am really 
excited for this school year.”

Tickets Available for September 27th 
Foster Kids of Merrimack Valley Benefit 
Concert Headlined by Pauline Wells

WHO: Foster Kids of Merrimack Valley 
(FKMV), a local organization dedicated to 
serving the needs of foster kids throughout 
Merrimack Valley, is hosting a fundrais-
ing benefit event Thursday, September 
27, 2012 with Pauline Wells at the Blue 
Ocean Music Hall. FKMV is a certified 
501(c)3 non-profit organization serving 
foster children in the Merrimack Valley, 
including Lawrence, Methuen, Andover, 
North Andover and the greater Haverhill 
region. FKMV’s goal is to bring a positive 
influence into the lives of these children 
and support them as they grow; they of-
fer a range of programs for local foster 
children of all ages. Funds raised at the 
Pauline Wells Benefit Concert will be used 
to support FKMV programs. FKMV works 
closely with the Department of Children 
and Families (DCF) to make sure all 
programs offered are complementary and 
needed, and do not overlap with the state 
and federally funded programs.

WHAT: Pauline Wells Benefit Concert 
for Foster Kids of Merrimack Valley. Ms. 
Wells will perform together with DEVRI 
and featuring the Boston Police Gaelic 
Column of Pipes and Drums as they take 
the stage at the Blue Ocean Music Hall in 
a special evening to benefit the Foster Kids 
of Merrimack Valley. Proceeds from ticket 
sales will benefit programs offered by 
Foster Kids of Merrimack Valley. Tickets 
are $35 or a table of 10 for $210 and can 
be purchased online at www.fosterkidsmv.
org/paulinewells. There will be a silent 
auction with items from the Boston Red 
Sox, Terri O’Reilly, New England Patriots 
signed football, themed gift baskets, wine 
and more.

WHERE: Blue Ocean Music Hall, 4 

TOM DUGGAN’S NOTEBOOK
AROUND THE VALLEY

nEXT PAgE

angela from Methuen Family 
Restaurant shows off the grilled 
marinated chicken salad. See 
their ad on page 12.

Catering to all your needs
*Political Functions *Retirement  
*Graduations *Special occasions

615 South union Street, lawrence, Ma
phone: 978-687-9321 - Fax 978-687-9162
across the street from the Valley Forum 

Wide  
Screen 

T.V.

Come  
watch 

 the Pats!
Call or visit our website @ www.jbrians.com

POSITION TITLE: Families and Youth Initiative 
- Site Director - (Prospect Hill)

Salary: Commensurate with experience
FRINGE BENEFITS: Full Benefits package
WORK WEEK/HOURS: Full time, including 

some evening and weekend hours
IMMEDIATE SUPERVISOR: LMCC Program Director

SUMMARY: The Families and Youth Initiative program provides holistic, inte-
grated support services and activities to families with children and are based on the 
philosophy to “do whatever it takes” to help the family better meet their needs. The 
Site Director will oversee ongoing operation of the FYI program, working collabora-
tively with families, public agencies, private agencies and community agencies. S/
he will supervise and coach staff and volunteers to assess strengths and needs, and to 
link families to local supporting resources.

JOB POSTING!

please send cover and resume c/o
lawrence/Methuen Community coalition
attn: Hiring Committee
112a east Haverhill St.
lawrence, Ma 01841 An Equal Opportunity Employer
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the Salisbury Senior Center, 43 Lafayette 
Road ( US Route 1) or Tom’s Discount 

Store, 175 Elm Street (SR 
110). Please let them know 
the coats are for the Coats 
for Kids Program.

 Once collected, the 
coats will be delivered 
to Anton’s Cleaners to 
be cleaned at no charge 
and distributed through 
distribution partners such 
as Massachusetts Com-
munity Action Programs, 
Salvation Army, BUMC 
Outreach Van Project, and 
Catholic Charities, among 
others, who will insure 
that coats get to those who 
cannot afford one during 
the cold winter months.

 Anton’s Cleaners is a 
family owned business 
with 43 stores in Eastern 
Massachusetts and South-
ern New Hampshire.

SMALL BUSINESS WORKSHOPS 
CALENDAR: Community Teamwork, 
Inc.’s Merrimack Valley Small Business 
Center.

 LOWELL - CTI’s Merrimack Valley 
Small Business Center (MVSBC) an-
nounces the arrival of four new trainings 
starting in October in addition to a variety 
of workshops. Workshops start in Septem-
ber and run through June 2013. MVSBC’s 
newest trainings include: Entrepreneurial 
Boot Camp where an entrepreneur can 
define their personal vision and goals to 
determine whether their concept is a fea-
sible business opportunity. The Financial 
Tune Up Boot Camp is an opportunity for 
a business owner to learn how to become 
more profitable by understanding financial 
basics, bookkeeping, financing, and how 
to improve their credit. The Business Plan 
Course leads an entrepreneur thorough the 
process of a plan and is very hands on so 
they can start to write each section, includ-
ing the financials. The Loan Prep Course 
leads entrepreneurs through the loan 
preparation process, helping them prepare 
for a loan application with a financial 
institute.

“Being with a group of others who were 
also going through the same steps, and 
experiencing similar issues helped me to 

AROUND THE VALLEY

Oceanfront North, Salisbury, MA, 01952
WHEN: Thursday, 

September 27, 2012 at 
7:30 PM. Doors open at 
6:30 p.m.

WHY: This is a show 
not to be missed! Pauline 
Wells is an accomplished 
singer, performer and 
patriotic vocalist who 
captivates audiences with 
her powerful melodic 
voice and energy. Over 
and above her vocal tal-
ents, Ms. Wells is a highly 
respected Lieutenant with 
the Cambridge Police 
Department, well known 
throughout New England 
and beyond. She’s been 
called upon consistently 
to perform her moving 
rendition of the National 
Anthem.  When Foster 
Kids of Merrimack Valley 
called out for Ms. Wells’ help– she was 
more than willing to dedicate a perfor-
mance for FKMV as a fundraising event. 
She is committed to supporting our troops 
as well as American veterans in conflict. 
Pauline works and performs tirelessly rais-
ing needed funds for many worthy chari-
table organizations and her devotion and 
dedication in the fight to help those less 
fortunate is what brings her to the Blue 
Ocean Music Hall on behalf of Foster Kids 
of Merrimack Valley on September 27, 
2012. For more information, please visit 
our website at: http://www.fosterkidsmv.
org/paulinewells

SALISBURY LIONS CLUB PAR-
TICIPATES IN ANTON’S CLEANERS’ 
COATS FOR KIDS DRIVE.

 The Salisbury Lions Club is participat-
ing as a Community Partner in Anton’s 
Cleaners Coats for Kids winter-coat col-
lection drive. As a Community Partner, 
the Salisbury Lions Club is collecting 
gently used, warm winter coats and winter 
jackets (infants to adults, all sizes) to assist 
Anton’s Cleaners in reaching its goal to 
collect 60,000 good, quality coats – the 
kind someone would give to a friend – in 
this, the 18th anniversary of Coats for 
Kids. The 2012 - 2013 Campaign kicks 
off now and will continue through January 
12, 2013, Coats may be dropped off at 
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Paul D. Lambert, Esquire
 “Your Family’s Lawyer”

P.O. Box 892, North Andover, Massachusetts 01845

PAUL LAMBERT will give 
your legal matters the time, 
respect and service that YOU 
DESERVE AND EXPECT!

Paul has been helping people 
to protect themselves and their 
families since 1990, in their 
Real Estate dealings and Estate 
Planning (Wills and Trusts) and 
Probate Needs! 

not all lawyers Give You the Service and the 
time that You deserve! 

Admitted to Practice 
Law in MA and nh

nEED A LAwyER?
CALL PAUL LAMBERT! Cell 978-609-6420

E-mail PAUL LAMBERT! PDLLAw@comcast.net
Fax PAUL LAMBERT! Fax 253-595-3108

Donna
Weinberg 
Sr. Mortgage
Consultant 

354 Merrimack St., at Sal’s Riverwalk
Lawrence MA 01843

Tel. 978.685.9700 x15 * Fax 978.685.9701
MA Mortgage Broker #MB 1964

Licensed by the NH Banking Dept.
ME#CSO11110 * NMLS ID 1964

 Cell: (978) 273-8416
 ext. 20 (24-hr.)

donna@firstinteg.com

www.firstinteg.com

MLO 89241

Helping Borrowers
since 1979

northernprocess@gmail.com

By: Tracey Zysk

September 22, 2012 is going to be a 
very busy day in North Andover! The 
North Andover Merchants Association 
would like to invite you, and your family 
and friends to their 2nd Annual Fall Fes-
tival held on the grounds of the Knights 
of Columbus at 505 Sutton St. North 
Andover, MA.

This event is a combination of a mer-
chant market and a fun filled day of activi-
ties for your kids. As you are browsing 
along the merchants booths, your children 
can take a pony ride, jump around in a 
bouncy house or have their adorable faces 
painted. They will also be able to build a 
scarecrow and decorate a pumpkin. This is 
truly a "family day" event. There is a little 
bit of something for everyone including 
live entertainment,a bon fire at dusk and a 
beer tent too!

A portion of the proceeds from this 

event will be donated to the Knights of 
Columbus Handicap Children's fund. Last 
year the North Andover Merchants Asso-
ciation was able to donate a check totaling 
over $1000.00 to this fund. Terry Holland, 
North Andover's Merchant of the Year, 
will once again be donating the proceeds 
from the Stachey's Pizza booth to the 
North Andover Santa Parade fund. Bands 
typically spend $1500.00+ to march in a 
local parade. Stachey's was able to spon-
sor the cost of a band to participate in the 
Santa Parade. 

 NAMA had over 40 businesses set up 
a booth and will be expecting even more 
this year. Merchants surrounding towns 
are welcomed to participate. If you are 
a merchant and would like to participate 
please contact Sylvie Foulds at northando-
vermerchants@gmail.com

This is a rain or shine event and will be 
held from 11AM to 5PM. 

FALL FESTIVAL IN NORTH ANDOVER

well known music artist "Skip T" from the Band IDES OF MARCH- well known music artist "Skip T" from 
the Band IDES OF MARCH- 



The Valley Patriot sponsored the 1st Essex Senate debate among the 
Democrat candidates seeking to replace the retired Steve Baddour. 
From Left to right: Candidates Kathleen Ives, Bill Manzi and Tim Coco 
with moderators Christine Morabito of the Greater Boston Tea Party and 
Valley Patriot Publisher Tom Duggan.Kathleen Ives won last month’s 
primary and will go on to face Republican Shawn Toohey in November. 

Republicans vying for the nomination for 3rd Congressional district, John 
Golnik and Tom Weaver debated at the Chelmsford Police Station last 
month. The Debate was sponsored by the Chelmsford Republican Town 
Committee and The Valley Patriot. Tom Duggan and Tom Gilroy both 
moderated the debate. Golnik won in last months primary and will go on to 
face Niki Tsongas in November.

Republican Candidates for State Senate, Sandi Martinez and Greg 
Howes debated last month in Chelmsford, sponsored by The Chelmsford 
Republican Town Committee and The Valley Patriot. Moderators were 
Tom Gilroy and Tom Duggan. Martinez won last month’s primary.

Republican candidate for State Representative Karin Rhoton got a welcome 
endorsement last month from former candidate for Governor Charlie Baker 
at the China Blossom Restaurant. Rhoton will face Diana DiZoglio who 
defeated David Torissi in the Democrat primary last month. 

United States Senator Scott Brown and his Wife Gail Huff with Gail Holleran 
of the North Andover Senior Center during Brown’s visit last month. See 
story page 5. 

Republican candidate for 
State Senate Shaun Toohey 
may refuse to talk to the 
press, other candidates, or 
his constituents but he did 
show up at a recent Tea Party 
“candidate forum” where only 
Republicans were invited 
to attend. Toohey will face 
the “progressive” Democrat 
candidate Kathleen O’Connor 
Ives in November to replace 
Steve Baddour who resigned 
earlier this year. 

Young Brody 
(Aka Spider-
man) took in 
all the fun and 
games at this 
year’s Feast 
of the Three 
Saints in Law-
rene. Master Catherine Chang, Chang’s Tae Kwon 

Do (230 Pleasant Street, Methuen) likes ro 
rub noses. 



WORLD SERIES CHAMPS!!

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Paid for the by Committee to Elect John J. Wilson, Jr. 

The Valley Patriots WIN!!

After going undefeated nearly the entire season, The Valley Patriots Over 30 Softball team 
in the True Vision League lost the last game of the regular season to The Rebels ending 
the regular season with a 12-1 record. But our Valley Patriots had already clinched a playoff 
birth, their one loss at the end of the season didn’t dampen their spirits. Our Girls then went 
on to win both playoff games and then the WORLD SERIES against a tough Cougar team 
that stayed in the game till the very last inning. Congratulations Valley Patriots!!! 

The Valley Patriots WIN!!

WORLD SERIES CHAMPS!!

National Night Out In North Andover: Andover State Representative Jim 
Lyons and The Valley Patriot’s Own Tracy Zysk of Wiggles and Jiggles Pet 
Care enjoying the evening as thousands attended the festivities. 



There is Plenty of time to  
Apply For Fuel Assistance!!!!

FY’ 2013 proGraMa de aSiStenCia para la enerGia para 
HoGareS de BaJo inGreSo

el programa de asistencia para la Calefaccion del Concilio de accion de la Cornunidad de lawrence (GlCaC, inc.) a cornenzado a 
hacer citas para 2012 para el ano 2013. “perSonaS Que SoliCitan por priMera VeZ.” en octubre 1, 2012. (a los solicitan-

tes del año anterior la solicitud les fue enviada por correo.)

CriterioS para eleGiBilidad: 
• Residencia: El solicitante debe residir en Lawrence, Methuen, Andover, North Andover, Reading o North Reading. 
• Bajos Ingresos: El solicitante debe estar dentro de los limites de ingreso Federales y Estatales. Debe proporcionar 
prueba de ingreso y documentation que muestre las entradas gruesas de todos los miembros de la familia de 18 
años en adelante por un minimo de 4 semanas (un mes) anterior a la fecha de la solicitud. 

personas que tienen la calefaccion incluida en el alquiler (renta) (incluyendo aquellos que tienen 
Seccion Federal 236, Seccion 211 (d) (3), y Seccior 202 desar-rollo y en Seccion estatal 

13ade vivienda) pueden ser elegibles para la asistencia. 

puede HaCer una Cita al proGraMa de aSiStenCia para la CaleFaCCion llaMando al 
teleFono (978) 681-4950. empleado de programa le proveera toda la informacion necesaria. 

para perSonaS enCapaCitadaS Que no pueden Salir de SuS 
HoGareS, teneMoS perSonal diSponiBle para llenarle la 
en Su HoGar al loS “SoliCitanteS nueVoS al proGraMa:” 

There is Plenty of time to  
Apply For Fuel Assistance!!!!

Greater laWrenCe CoMMunitY aCtion CounCil, inC. FY’ 2013 loW inCoMe HoMe enerGY aSSiStanCe proGraM

the Greater lawrence Community action Council, inc., 2012-2013 Fuel assistance program will begin registering appointments to take applications for FirSt 
tiMe appliCantS* on october 1, 2012 for FIRST TIME APPLICANTS*. (prior year applicants have been mailed an application again this season.)

Criteria For eliGiBilitY: 
• Residency: Participants must reside in Lawrence, Methuen, Andover, North Andover, Reading or North Reading. 
• Low Income: Participants must prove they meet Federal and State Income guidelines by providing income and documentation showing gross household revenue 
for all household members 18 years and older for a minimum of 4 weeks (one month) prior to their application date. 

persons whose heat is included in their rent (including those individuals who reside in Federal Section 236, 
Section 211 (d) (3) and Section 202 developments and in state Section 13a rental housing) 
may be eligible for assistance. 

appointMentS MaY Be Made BY CallinG tHe Fuel aSSiStanCe oFFiCe 

(978) 681-4950
  

Staff members will provide all necessary information. 

Our office is located at 305 Essex Street (2nd Floor),  
lawrence, Ma 01840

prior Year appliCantS: pleaSe return Your pinK 
appliCationS BaCK to uS aS Soon aS poSSiBle. FundinG  

iS liMited and Cannot Be Guaranteed aFter april 1, 2013. 

outreaCH iS aVailaBle For ‘FirSt tiMe’ HandiCapped and el-
derlY appliCantS WHo are totallY HoMeBound: pleaSe Call 

(978) 681-4950.

SoliCitanteS del ano paSado: por FaVor enViar SuS 
apliCaCioneS lo MaS pronto poSiBle. 

loS FondoS eStan liMitadoS Y no le podeMoS Garanti-
Zar aSiStenCia deSpueS del 1 de aBril del 2013. 

Al Programa De Erergia!!!

(978) 681-4950
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DRACUT/TEWKSBURY

Locations for all town meetings can be 
found on our Town website:

www.dracut-ma.us/calendar

Sept 12th, 
Wed - Planning 
Board – 7 pm

Sept 17th, 
Mon. - Cultural 
Commission - 
6pm

Sept 19th, 
Wed. Council 
on Aging - 
2:30pm

Sept 25th, 
Tues. Selectmen 
Meeting – 7pm

Sept 26th, 
Wed. Planning 
Board - 7pm

Finance Study Committee The Town is 
looking for some intersted individuals to serve 
on the Finance Study Committee. If interested 
please send in a letter of interest with a resume 
to the Town Manager’s Office, 62 Arlington 
Street, Dracut, MA 01826. This is a voluntary 
position. 

Senior Happenings

For a more detailed list of all the activitis 
for our vital Dracut Seniors, please check: 
councilonaging@dracut-ma.us Dracut Coun-
cil on Aging 951 Mammoth Road Dracut, Ma 
01826

Sept 11th, Mon. - Grocery shopping - 10am
MOVIE: Mirror, Mirror - 12:00pm
Sept 12th, Wed. - Sr. Club Meeting – 1pm
Sept 13th, Thur. - Sr. helpers of Westford 

– 10am - Bingo – 1pm-Nurse Nancy - 1:30-
3:30pm

Sept 14th - Fri. - Bowling – 9AM
Dollar Tree & Irish Cottage in Methuen- 

9:30am
Sept 18th, Tue. Veteran’s Breakfast – 9am
Fashion Show Rehearsal – 10am
Grocery Shopping - 10am
Sept 19th. Wed. - Senior Citizens Club at 

Pelham Inn - 11am
Dracut COA Board Meeting - 2:30pm
Sept 20th, Th. Coffee w/the Director – 

10Am - Bingo – 1pm - Nurse Nancy - 1:30-
3:30pm

Sept 21st, Fri. – Bowling – 9AM
Pheasant Lane Mall & lunch at food court 

Dracut Happenings
Catherine Van Arnam 
VALLEy PATRIOT gUEST COnTRIBUTOR

- 9:30am
Sept 25th - Grocery Shopping - 10am
Fashion Show!! NOON!
Sept 26th, Wed. - Sr. Club Meeting – 1pm
Sept 27th - Bingo - 1pm

Nurse Nancy 
- 1:30-3:30pm

Fri. Sept 28th 
– Bowling - 9a

Line Dancing 
- 9-10am

Kohl’s 
Chelmsford & 
China Buffett in 
Lowell - 9:30am

dracut 
School Happen-
ings

Dracut wel-
comes a “new” 

Superintendent to the system that is not so 
new! Mr. Steve Stones takes the helm of the 
Dracut School system on Aug 1. Please feel 
free to call Mr. Stone if you have any ques-
tions regarding your childs education in the 
Dracut System:

Steven Stone - (978) 957-2660
New School Website address: www.

dracutps.org don’t forget to bookmark the site 
for all of you school needs.

General Teachers meeting is Tuesday Sep-
tember 4th ALL DAY

Elementary parents may pay for school 
lunch on a weekly basis each Monday - the 
amount for the week is $10.50 for the 2011-
2012 school year.Just double check with 
your child’s school that these prices are still 
current-this information came off of the www.
dracutps.org website.

Elementary Lunch- $2.10
Secondary Lunch - $2.35
Milk - 50 cents
Breakfast - 75 cents
 
Don’t Miss the Bus! Please be informed that 

the Bus Fee Program for students in grades 7 
through 12 who wish to ride the bus during 
the 2012-2013 school year will be $200.00 per 
student rider with a $600.00 family cap. 

If you wish to have your child participate 
in this program, kindly remit payment no 
later than August 24, 2012 for the 2012-2013 
school year. Checks should be made payable 
to Dracut Public Schools Please see the www.
dracutps.org website for the form to accom-
pany your payment.

By Connie Molinaro

Imagine a thief who is able steal without 
sneaking, in broad daylight. “I need it,” he 
says, and walks off with property that was 
earned by another, belongs to another. In 
America, you couldn’t get away with that – 
there would be consequences, or at least a 
halt to the theft, you would think.

 But consider the very real case of Russ 
and Pat Caswell and their family. Over six 
decades they have built a small business 
that proudly serves as a motel in Tewks-
bury. Slowly and carefully, through sweat 
and smarts, the Caswell’s have maintained 
a motel that has succeeded through the 
years. They have now hosted some 125,000 
rooms over just the past 20 years. No thief 
should get away with stealing from them, 
certainly not stealing their whole motel.

 Oh but it’s happening, in broad daylight, 
by the very people who are tasked with 
protecting life and property: the Tewksbury 
Police, the US Justice Department and the 
Drug Enforcement Agency. It is a shameful 
moment for departments with long proud 
histories. Surely it must be a mistake, you 
may think. What reason could they pos-
sibly give? The law enforcement officers 
are literally claiming that because some of 
their residents are criminals, the Caswell’s 
have forfeited the right to their property 
they earned and maintained over genera-
tions.

 These customers are individuals. And as 
any adult is aware, there is a small percent 
of people who aren’t law-abiding. In this 
case a meager 0.05%, of the Caswell’s 
guests who were arrested over two de-
cades. Throughout this time, the Caswell’s 
have been not only themselves law-abid-
ing, but quite eager, as you’d imagine, to 
work with local police as they investigate 
any criminals or possible crimes commit-
ted on their premises.

 Apparently this is not enough for local 
government, perhaps especially since the 
Caswell’s have managed to pay off the 
mortgage, and now own it in full. They’ve 
chosen to target a mom-and-pop operation, 
instead of a big company with lawyers on 
call. The fact that criminals during some 
small percentage of time resided on the 
premises is apparently a great excuse to 
take the property, by force. It’s as if the 

motel property itself has been declared 
guilty.

 Sure Russ Caswell and others have 
made numerous 911 calls over the years. 
But the government is actually using that 
proper use of government services as evi-
dence against the Caswell’s. One supposes 
they should have never called the officials, 
had they known they were forfeiting their 
property rights in doing so. The property, 
near Main Street, is 4.5 acres, and worth 
$1million. The government is actually 
claiming it’s trying to stop criminals by 
seizing this property of law-abiding 
Americans. The building and land could be 
used by the local government, or sold, with 
proceeds going mainly to the police depart-
ment. It makes no sense; they claim to be 
fighting crime while punishing the victims 
of crime.

 Back in 1986, a profit motive was 
added to America’s previously limited civil 
forfeiture laws. The chance for local police 
departments to bypass their budgets by this 
means became huge. Successfully seize 
and it’s yours, with a small portion of the 
worth going to the federal government. As 
you may guess, since 1986 civil forfeiture 
use has blossomed, from $93 million to a 
stunning $1.6 billion. The DEA now has 
agents who specialize in identifying prop-
erties they can seize, giving the appear-
ance of a department focus on acquiring 
properties of value with ease, over a desire 
to protect and serve. 

 The Tewksbury Police and the US 
Justice Department perform a multitude of 
essential and even heroic acts. In this story 
however, the heroes are the upstanding Mr. 
Caswell and Mrs. Caswell, and the govern-
ment is playing the role of a miscreant. 

The Caswell’s, and a group called Insti-
tute for Justice, who are working for free 
on their behalf, deserve our support.

 When Russ and Pat head to federal 
court in Boston on November 5 to defend 
themselves and the business they built to 
fund retirement, they also defend the rights 
each of us possess to the property we have 
earned.

Please support Mr. Caswell, Mrs. 
Caswell, and the Institute for Justice, as 
they try to bring this shameful story to a 
righteous end. 

Forfeiting Civility in Tewksbury
the 1st in an ongoing series on the Caswell Hotel

Next to 3 Dogz Diner at the Falls

27 S. Broadway in Lawrence

Monday - Saturday (10AM - 8PM) - Sundays 10AM - 6PM

Halloween HeadquartersHalloween Headquarters

Monday - Saturday (10AM - 8PM) - Sundays 10AM - 6PM

Costumes, Makeup, Masks, Wigs, Accessories  
Props, & More @ Discount Prices

27 S. Broadway in Lawrence
(978) 687-0443

The Internal Revenue Service is seeking 
community volunteers to provide free tax 
help to qualified individuals during the tax 
filing season.

Managed by the IRS, the Volunteer 
Income Tax Assistance (VITA) and the Tax 
Counseling for the Elderly (TCE) programs 
are community based partnerships that pro-
vide free tax return preparation for low-to-
moderate income taxpayers, seniors, people 
with disabilities and those with limited 
English skills. If you are looking for a way 
to help in your community, then consider 
becoming a tax volunteer. People helping 
people - it’s that simple.

Here are 10 things the IRS wants you to 
know about becoming a community volun-

teer for VITA or TCE.
1. No previous experience is required. 

Volunteers receive specialized training and - 
if tax preparation is not preferable - have the 
option of serving in a variety of other roles.

2. If you are fluent in a language other 
than English, you can help those who do not 
speak English understand their tax return.

3. IRS provides free tax law training and 
materials needed to prepare basic individual 
income tax returns.

4. Volunteers become familiar with deduc-
tions, allowable expenses and credits that 
benefit eligible taxpayers, such as the Earned 
Income Tax Credit, the Child Tax Credit and 
the Credit for the Elderly.

5. The hours are flexible. Volunteers gen-

erally serve an average of three to four hours 
per week from mid-January through the tax 
filing deadline, which is April 15, 2013.

6. Volunteer sites are generally located 
at community and neighborhood centers, 
libraries, schools, shopping malls and other 
convenient locations.

7. Most VITA/TCE sites offer free elec-
tronic filing for both federal and state tax 
returns.

8. As a tax volunteer, veterans (and non-
veterans alike) may choose to help military 
personnel and their families.

9. Volunteers will become part of an 
established program that has helped com-
munity members file tax returns at no charge 
for more than four decades.

10. You can make a difference as a tax 
volunteer.

Last year nearly 99,000 community 
volunteers answered the call and made a 
difference by preparing over 3.3 million tax 
returns for free at more than 13,000 loca-
tions nationwide.

In Massachusetts 1,776 volunteers pre-
pared 55,697 tax returns at 350VITA/AARP 
sites this past filing season. Anyone can 
volunteer for this exciting, educational and 
enjoyable experience. Sign up to become 
a tax volunteer and see what a difference 
learning about taxes and helping others 
makes in your life.

Call or email Deyanira Colon at (617) 316-
2678 or deyanira.colon@irs.gov. 

Ten Reasons Why You Should Become a Trained and Certified Tax Volunteer
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FEE CANN CAFE

° ° COFFEE
CANN CAFE

STOP BY AND GRAB A HOT CUP OF COFFEE, A FRESH  
DONUT OR ONE OF OUR MANY DELICIOUS PASTRIES!

The Cann Family is proud to announce the Grand Opening of 
the Coffee Cann Cafe, conveniently nestled inside the newly- 
renovated Riverwalk Properties, located in the historic Lawrence 
mills. The Coffee Cann Cafe offers your favorite varieties of coffee, 
signature muffins and many other delicious pastries.

WITH YOUR  
PURCHASE OF A 
HOT OR ICED 

COFFEE

GET ONE 
FREE  

DONUT
360 MERRIMACk STREET | LAWRENCE, MA | BLDG 9 | ENTRY k

978-208-1907 

Offer expires 8/15/2011
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STOP BY AND GRAB A HOT CUP OF COFFEE, A FRESH  
DONUT OR ONE OF OUR MANY DELICIOUS PASTRIES!

The Cann Family is proud to announce the Grand Opening of 
the Coffee Cann Cafe, conveniently nestled inside the newly- 
renovated Riverwalk Properties, located in the historic Lawrence 
mills. The Coffee Cann Cafe offers your favorite varieties of coffee, 
signature muffins and many other delicious pastries.

WITH YOUR  
PURCHASE OF A 
HOT OR ICED 

COFFEE

GET ONE 
FREE  

DONUT
360 MERRIMACk STREET | LAWRENCE, MA | BLDG 9 | ENTRY k

978-208-1907 

Offer expires 8/15/2011

December Special! Stop by and enjoy a small hot coffee only 99¢. 
All f lavors! Be sure to try our Doughnut of the Month: Red Velvet,  

& Coffee’s of the Month: Egg-Nog + Gingerbread 

Buy One Gourmet
 Cupcake& Get one 

FREE
FREE 
MUFFIN
with purchase of a 
hot or iced coffee

With this Spectrum coupon. Cannot be combined 
with other offers or specials. Expires 1/15/12.

With this Spectrum coupon. Cannot be combined 
with other offers or specials. Expires 1/15/12.

The Coffee Cann Café is conveniently nestled inside the newly 
renovated Riverwalk Properties, located in the historic Lawrence mills. 
The Coffee Cann Café offers your favorite varieties of coffee, signature 
muffins and many other delicious pastries.

Stop by and try our Coffee of the 
Month: Brownie Toffee Crunch

Try our soups, 
salads and wraps!!

With this coupon
Expires 9/09/12 With this coupon

Expires 9/09/12

lottery - ne Coffee - deli - Sandwiches - tripoli piZZa - pastry - ice- Groceries 
Slush - Milk - Bread - Cold Cuts - prep. Sandwiches - Salads - Beer - Wine - Cigarettes 

Cigars - Fresh produce - Keno! - iced Coffee - ice Cream - Frozen Foods 

MERRIMACK CONVENIENCE STORE
neCCo  

StudentS, Show id 
and get discount!!

MERRIMACK CONVENIENCE STORE

500 A Merrimack Street - Lawrence - (978) 688-1226 in Sal’s Riverwalk Complex Next to Merrimack Valley Federal Credit Union

For all Your eState planninG needS

DIANNE M. O’BRIEN
 ATTORNEY-AT-LAW

I am a very well-qualified Estate 
Planning attorney who will make 

the process quick, easy, and  
convenient for you – meeting 

with you in your home if you wish.

• Wills
• Trusts

• Health Care Proxies
• Powers of Attorney

• Living Wills
• Probate

www.attorneyobrien.com

800 Turnpike Street, Ste. 300
North Andover, Ma 01845

978-794-5515
Flat Fees

For Estate Planning Services

COMPLIMENTARY INITIAL
CONSULTATION

Former Officer in the U.S.
Air Force Judge Advocate
General Corps – 8 Years

WHoleSale priCeS to tHe puBliC

Quintana
Wholesale Outlet

new in HaVerHill.... Get all your supplies locally at:

558 river St., Haverhill *800-499-1000 > next to ralph pill & Giovanni’s

Janitorial Supplies  
Commercial or Household use:

* cleaners * floor strippers * waxes 
* brooms * mops * dusting rags * sponges * 

buckets * gloves * soaps/detergents * ice melt

attention CleaninG CoMpanieS!!

* lowest paper prices 
* lowest Chemical prices in-Stock 

Free  
delivery for 

local businesses!
Monthly  
Billing!

 
Open: Mon-Fri 9AM to 5PM, Sat: 8:30AM-1PM

* open SaturdaYS!!!

Common Sense Solutions, Proven Results

Try Our Coffee of the 
Month Tropical Coconut

Try Our Coffee of the 
Month Tropical Coconut
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Cool Breezes, Overlooking the Water 
join the thousands of people who return and enjoy Markey’s

Route 286, Seabrook NH

Open Mon. Thru Sun. 11AM - Tommy and Joyce Welcome You!

LOBSTER POOL
~Delicious~

1-603-474-2851
Route 286, Seabrook NH

Pick up your Valley Patriot all YEAR at Markey’s

Markey’s

Office: 978-689-8006
Fax: 1-866-284-2733 
Cell: 978-852-5481  
  

www.prufirstchoice.com

Dave Guselli
Realtor 184 Pleasant Valley Street, Suite 1-101, Methuen, MA 01844

daveg@prufirstchoice.com

Rock Solid in Real Estate
2010 J.D. Powers Award Winner

Methuen’s FY12 
budget was passed in 
June, and it is takes 
a balanced approach 
to Methuen’s needs, 
keeping Methuen 
affordable while 
maintaining the vital 
public safety and 
educational needs of 
our community. Let 
us look at some of the 
drivers of municipal 
spending, and 
how the municipal 
“budget busters” have 
created fiscal pressure 
on all Massachusetts 
communities. 

In Methuen 
the budget, since 
2006, has seen the following 
trends:

* State Aid down over $900,000
* The City Contribution to net 
school spending is up by over 
$4,300,000
* Health Care Spending is up by 
over $5,400,000.
* Pension Costs are up by over 
$2,400,000.
* Vocational School Spending is up 
over $1,000,000.

Those budget drivers are instructive, 
for when you look at our utilization 
of levy during the six year period the 
problems inherent in municipal finance 
become apparent. Over the six year 
period our use of levy has grown by some 
$12,300,000. During that period we have 
had new growth of $5,600,000. Existing 
levy growth would total $6,700,000 
($12 million less the new growth of $5.6 
million.) When you then deduct health 
care, pension, and school spending you 
actually arrive at a negative number for 
levy growth. We have managed, through 
the years, to maintain services in light of 
that by utilization of one time revenues 
and by keeping a close lid on municipal 
spending. How close of a lid? Since 2009 
municipal side spending has declined by 
over $6 million dollars.

As we arrive at the FY12 Budget we 
continue to hold the line on City side 
municipal spending. But the challenges 
to us are great. Before we begin the fiscal 
cycle our excess levy capacity balloons 
to approximately $6.2 million dollars. 
We have made a decision to utilize this 
capacity as a “reserve”, which has allowed 
us to lighten the tax load on residential 
taxpayers. But as the six year trend shows 
it is not possible to continue without 

some utilization 
of the levy. In 
this cycle we 
are faced with 
mandatory 
increases in 
the following 
areas. Methuen 
Public Schools 
net school 
spending will 
rise by about 
$500,000, while 
the Vocational 
School will also 
rise by $500,000. 
Employees are 
contractually 
entitled to a 
return of their 
givebacks of the 

last two years, which totals about $1.5 
million dollars. Even with that the City 
has benefited by virtue of using attrition 
and early retirement to reduce the city side 
head count, which reduced our giveback 
obligation by some $400,000.

The city side work force has been 
reduced by 10% over the last six years, 
by attrition. In reducing headcount in 
this fashion we have avoided having 
to fund unemployment benefits, while 
maintaining core services. A couple of 
figures of note: Our Fire Department is 
down by ten firefighters, our Police force 
is down by two patrolman, with two 
more out on long term disability. Our 
DPW has been cut by about a million 
dollars since 2006. In this budget I have 
restored the Police Patrol contingent to 
that recommended by the Chief. On the 
Fire side I have recommended the addition 
of five firefighters over the existing level, 
which has been reduced by attrition and 
by early retirement. The choice we face is 
between replacing the retired firefighters 
or increasing the allocation for overtime. 
My recommended staffing level will leave 
us short of the request from Chief Buote, 
but will allow us to maintain adequate fire 
services to the residents of Methuen.

This budget manages to increase 
resources to public safety, purchase some 
badly needed public safety equipment, and 
maintain services to our citizens, all while 
remaining over $2 million dollars below 
the Proposition 2.5 levy limit. While we 
are doing all of that we are funding a $100 
million dollar renovation and expansion of 
Methuen High School within our existing 
levy capacity. My budget balances our 
fundamental need for services with our 
responsibility to be conservative stewards 
of taxpayer dollars. If you have any 
questions or concerns please drop me a 
line at wmmanzi@ci.methuen.ma.us. Visit 
my blog at www.billmanzi.com. 

Addressing the city budget

METHUEN
From the desk of Methuen Mayor Bill Manzi

Councilor at Large (Elect 3)
 

Jennifer Kannan*
Michael Condon
Joyce Campagnone*
Dorothy Kalil

West Dist. Councilor (Elect 2)
 

James Hajjar* 
Sean Fountain
Jeanne Pappalardo*
 

East Dist. Councilor (Elect 2)
 

Joseph Leone
Ron Marsan
Patricia Uliano*
Tom Ciulla

 
Central Dist. Councilor (Elect 2)

David Lavalee
Fadi Chahine
Lisa Yarid Ferry
Jamie Atkinson
 

School Committee (Elect 6)
 

Robert Vogler*  
Barbara Grondine*
Lynn Hajjar Kumm
Mary Jean Fawcett
Jeri-An Batal
Lorie Aliano
Paul Downing
Evan Chaisson*
Eunice Delice
Deborah Quinn

Tech Sch. Committee (Elect 2)

Thomas Grondine*
Kenneth Henrick

Housing Authority (Elect 2)

Robert Sheehan*
Joseph Leone

Nevins Library Trustees (Elect 2)

Arthur Nicholson*
Josephine Napolitano*

Candidates for Office

Al DiNuccio     Ken Willette     Steve Zanni

Candidates for Mayor

The deadline for taking out papers is Friday July 29th. Papers must be 
returned by Tuesday August 2nd at 5:00 p.m.

City Council At Large
METHUEN

ELECT

PAID FOR BY THE COMMITTEE TO ELECT MIKE CONDON

Mike Condon

Borrellisdeli.com

322 Merrimack St. Methuen, MA. 01844 
Phone: (978) 687-2306

Newburyport, MA, - H. Jackson Brown, 
Jr. once said “Opportunity dances with 
those already on the dance floor.” The 
Firehouse Center for the Arts has had a 
pretty impressive dance card the last few 
years when it comes to theater offerings. 
Since the Firehouse’s inception twenty 
years ago the mission of the Firehouse 
has always been to advance the arts and 
humanities in the Greater Newburyport 
area. But demands are many and budgets 
are never quite enough, and so to grow a 
quality theater program has taken time. In 
the more recent past, the local arts venue 
has been making a concerted effort to 
step up the growth of Firehouse-produced 
theater and that effort shows in the list 
of theatrical events on the boards in the 
Arakelian Theater: Waiting for Godot, 
House of Gold, Boxed In, The Christina 
Experiment, Forbidden Newburyport, The 
Gin Game.

So when an anonymous donor stepped 
forward last year and expressed a desire 
to support one specific show, the Fire-
house was, needless to say, thrilled at the 

vote of confidence. Commenting on how 
the Firehouse seemed to have put forth a 
new-found energy and rededicated itself 
to quality programming, the theater angel 
decided to make a substantial gift to last 
year’s production of Proof, which was 
already slated to be in the spring lineup. 
The play was staged over two weekends 
last March and received rave reviews on 
many levels: the directing, the acting, the 
set design and construction, the lighting. 
James Atkins has in fact been nominated 
for an Eastern Massachusetts Association 
of Community Theaters (EMACT) DASH 
Award (Distinguished Awards and Special 
Honors) for the category “Best Lighting 
Design (Play) for this production.

 When the Firehouse produces a show 
it means that the Firehouse controls the 
budget. The Firehouse hires the director 
and then collaborates with that director on 
choosing the cast. Due to the ever-increas-
ing costs of staging dramatic shows this 
model has always meant that only mini-
mal sets have been possible for the local 
theater arts company. Another piece of the 

Anonymous donations open up new
possibilities at the Firehouse in Newburyport

NEWBURYPORT

complex puzzle is that the Firehouse has 
always strived to keep its programming 
accessible to the community members 
it serves. The delicate balancing act of 
overseeing funds to provide quality pro-
gramming while at the same time keeping 
ticket prices affordable AND ensuring the 
financial health of the historic theater that 
occupies a prominent place in our commu-
nity can at times be daunting. 

However, it was thanks to this particu-
lar donation for Proof that a full boxed 
set, something usually out of range for 
the Firehouse, was now possible due to 
the breathing room provided by the extra 
funds.

 It was the success of Proof that led 
to the recommitment by the donor – this 
time to John Patrick Shanley’s Doubt, A 
Parable. Headlining the fall calendar at 
the Firehouse, the drama will be directed 
by Suzanne Bryan and will star Caroline 
Gulde (Somerville) as Sister James, Kathy 
Isbell (Newburyport) as Sister Aloysius 
Beauvier, Kathy Ann Hart (Somerville) 
as Mrs. Muller and Damon Jesperson 
(Byfield) as Father Flynn. That the donor 
was willing to repeat their generosity 
shows that the Firehouse had been a good 
steward of the funds bestowed them last 
year. The trust in the Firehouse has not 
been misplaced. 

“To have a moment when the focus is 
truly on the art and the creative communi-
ty -- and not solely on the bottom line -- is 
a real luxury. What we found from Proof, 
is that the resulting success and energy 
left everyone bolstered and ready to bring 
this energy to everything we touch,” said 
Firehouse Development Director Beth 
Falconer as she expressed her overwhelm-
ing thanks for the generous gift.

 Indeed the contribution has buoyed the 
little arts center that could. It is not news 
that many arts organizations have had to 
close their doors during the last few years 
because of difficult economic times. The 
Firehouse Center for the Arts has, at least 
for the time being, come through thanks in 
large part by some serious belt-tightening 
and the hard work of a very dedicated 
staff, board and the local creative commu-
nity. Falconer says “...we struggle to make 
our beloved arts center affordable and 
accessible (key to our mission) and finan-
cially sound. It is work we take seriously, 
because we know that the joy and shared 
experiences at the Firehouse help build 
a positive, thriving community. [This] 
investment helps us on every level.”

For such generosity and commitment 
to the arts in our community we all say 
“Thank you”. You know who you are...

Nashua, NH – Seniors Helping Seniors 
in-home services is opening its doors to 
provide seniors with the assistance needed 
to remain self-sufficient in Southern New 
Hampshire. The non-medical home care 
organization provides companionship, 
transportation, meal preparation, overnight 
stays and home maintenance services by 
employing able and qualified seniors for 
their service to others. Seniors Helping Se-
niors services will be available in Greater 
Nashua, Greater Manchester and Seacoast 
regions beginning September 2012.

 Partners Judy and Randy Loubier and 
Ben and Nancy Paquin were inspired to 
open Seniors Helping Seniors services after 
being moved by their individual experi-
ences caring for aging parents. Through the 
trials and challenges of these experiences, 
they came to realize how valuable it is to 
have providers who are also seniors bring 
care and compassion to every task.

 “Through caring for our own parents 
we have gained a deep appreciation for the 
unique needs of seniors. It is so pivotal that 
the person providing care is able to really 
relate to the person they are serving,” said 
franchise partner Judy Loubier. “When 
care is provided by loving, attentive and 
active seniors, both the giver and receiver 
are truly blessed."

 “Through all of our experiences,” said 
Ben Paquin, “what has been most impor-
tant to us is that we offer our parents the 
quality of life that they deserve. Our par-
ents deserve to live comfortable indepen-
dent lives, without the burden of tasks and 
activities that have become too difficult 
with age.”

 All of the partners have a strong desire 
to support those who are aging in their own 
community. Their service to older adults 
and the community, as well as their busi-

Seniors Helping Seniors opens new location
serving Seacoast and Southern New Hampshire
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ized prenatal homicide but voted against 
the Born Alive Infant Protection Act.

 3) No one should be discriminated 
against based on “who they love”.

Translation: The disordered attraction 
and desire for sexual acts with persons of 
the same sex should not only be encour-
aged by referring to homosexual behavior 
as an alternative lifestyle, but this crime 
against nature should also be publicly and 
legally honored with the term “marriage”.

 4) Sandra Fluke, given the honor of 
speaking in prime time at the Democratic 
National Convention, is a heroine, becom-
ing the symbol of a strong woman who 
chooses to be sexually active outside of 
marriage and then demands taxpayers pay 
for her birth control.

Translation: Religious institutions must 
be forced by government to uphold their 
employees’ chosen lifestyle of fornica-
tion and promiscuity by paying for birth 
control to impede pregnancy – clearly 
a violation of conscience for Catholics, 
an attack on the dignity of women, and 
an erosion of the sacredness of marriage 
and family. To top it off a popular radio 
talk host is demonized for describing this 
lifestyle common today in similar terms as 
it has been recognized throughout most of 
history, as playing the harlot.

 5) For his comments about rape and 
pregnancy, Senate candidate Todd Akin is 
called a fool and a dangerous white man 
symbolizing the war on women.

Translation: The cultural left with its 
partners in the media drummed up a scan-
dal out of a clumsy sentence. The stress of 
rape does not make the “female body..shut 
that whole thing down”. However such 
stress can inhibit ovulation lessening the 
possibility of pregnancy.

The truth is that although abortion from 
rape accounts for less than 1% of the 1.2 
million abortions per year, an innocent 
child should not have his or her arms and 
legs ripped off before being sucked into 
the abortion suction machine at the begin-
ning of their lives – whether they or not 
they have been conceived in rape. Abor-
tion for the woman is like being raped 
twice, a false fix, gravely harming her and 
diverting the penalty from the criminal 
father to the innocent child. Promoting 
this second rape is a common but inexcus-
able instance of misguided compassion. 
Google the name Rebecca Kiessling to 
hear another very important perspective 
on this.

 6) Ironically, Cardinal Dolan was al-
lowed to give the closing prayer at the 
Democratic convention, reciting a number 
of petitions that included indirect condem-
nations of what the Democrats just spent 

It’s Parents AND (not VS) Teachers

On the news earlier this month, there 
was a story about a mother who had 
enough of her teenaged son’s behavior. 
“Nothing worked”, she said. He’d been 
punished by his mother, his school and 
even the law and, still, his behavior con-
tinued to escalate. Mom was at her wits 
end so she decided to do something some 
have considered drastic. She resorted 
to good old fashioned public humilia-
tion. She made a large sign that said, “I 
lie, I steal, I sell drugs,” hung it around 
her son’s neck and made him stand on 
a busy street corner for two hours. The 
reaction was mixed. Some cars beeped in 
agreements, others actually stopped and 
gave the mother a piece of their mind for 
humiliating her son. Since then, mom says 
that her son’s behavior has made a major 
improvement. Way to go mom. It’s nice to 
see a parent parenting and for those who 
thought it was terrible, what would have 
been a better solution? Should she have 
waited until the boy hurt himself or, worse 
yet, someone else?

As a seasoned teacher of fifteen years 
I have seen all kinds of parents. Parents 
are much like the story of the three bears. 
Some parents are too hot, some are too 
cold, and others are just right. Sadly, over 
the years, parents are getting less and less 
just right and more of them are too cold. 
In other words, they do not take an active 
part in their child’s life other than buying 
them the most expensive shoes, clothes 
and latest electronic devices because that’s 
what they think good parenting is. Their 
kids don’t have to earn it, they just have 
to ask for it and because many parents 
don’t want to parent, they want to be their 
children’s best friends, they simply plunk 
down the money and hope that it is ap-
preciated.

Because I am a teacher I am required to 
jump through hoops to make sure no child 
is left behind and my school wins the race 
to the top. I have to speak with students 
who are underachieving or misbehaving, 
contact parents and administrators for 
the same reasons and even counselors if 
my attempts do not change things. I have 
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to make sure I have a very lengthy and 
solid paper trail so that if a student fails 
or does something that causes damage to 
school property, themselves, or someone 
else I and my school will not be held ac-
countable. But, somehow, no matter what 
proof exists that everything possible was 
done to help said child, the teacher and/
or the school are always held accountable. 
Where is the student’s accountability and, 
more importantly, the parent’s?

Is there anything put in place, by law, 
that parents have to do and, if they don’t, 
they will be written up, reprimanded, 
or called out on the carpet? There’s the 
obvious: keep your children fed, clothed 
and safe. But what about all the other 
things that is needed to mold a person into 
a happy, healthy and productive adult? 
Expensive clothes and electronics is not a 
part of that equation. 

For the most part I usually get posi-
tive feedback from parents and students. 
I have not had a child fail my class in at 
least half a dozen years and my file is 
filled with resounding teacher evaluations. 
But, every once-in-awhile, I do get nega-
tive feed back. It’s inevitable. With over 
one hundred students coming through 
my door every given year, one or two 
of them won’t like me every few years 
or so. I don’t have a problem with this. 
I didn’t become a teacher to be friends 
with my students. I certainly didn’t have 
children of my own to make new friends 
for myself.

I am not the perfect parent, but I am 
proud to say that my daughter is in her 
third year of college, on the dean’s list 
and a Resident Assistant in her dorm. 
My son is a United States Airman and 
my youngest is a senior in high school 
and may not be the strongest student, but 
he works hard and is well liked by any 
one who meets him. I read to my kids 
religiously when they were growing up, I 
disciplined them when they misbehaved 
and I rewarded them with positive love 
and attention. None of them has ever been 
suspended or in trouble with the law. I 
followed through, backed off when they 

Forward?

Once again America has been subject 
to the game of psychological and emo-
tional manipulation called politics. It is 
offensive to anyone devoted to the truth. 
In the two national conventions this past 
month we’ve learned that Mitt Romney 
and Barack Obama help their wives with 
the dishes, love their children, and can 
cry at puppies being exploited – all in 
an attempt to get the woman’s vote. We 
heard a number of speakers rip off a line 
or two in Spanish - for the Hispanic vote, 
the cameras continuously pan to black and 
Asian faces to prove the candidates care 
about minorities, and the constant claim of 
having trust in “the American people” – a 
senseless platitude to everyone adding 
insult to our intelligence.

 There is one word, however, that the 
Democrats chose as their slogan this 
election season to replace Change, which 
needs to be challenged: “Forward”. Just 
like we were never told what change 
would bring us, the new one-word slo-
gan demands an answer to: Forward to 
where? In what direction? I propose the 
cultural left is indeed moving forward, 
but straightforward into the woods of 
Genesis 3:8, where they “hid from God 
among the trees of the garden”-- deeper 
into the darkness that is inevitable for 
those who believe progress means being 
liberated from God. This is man’s attempt 
at freedom de-linked from truth, a false 
liberty resulting always resulting in death. 
Our culture of death was upheld and 
promoted at the 2012 Democratic conven-
tion with the typical euphemisms. Let’s 
look through the rhetoric of six points and 
translate the substance of what was really 
being communicated:

 1) After chipping away in the past few 
election cycles at ant references to God in 
their platform, Democrats left out all ref-
erences this time. Political pressure forced 
an awkward floor vote that sounded like a 
rejection of the motion to insert God and 
Israel into the platform, but was forced, 
prompting a loud chorus of boos from the 
delegates.

Translation: God gets in the way of our 
“progress”, but for political purposes we 
progressives will bow to the pressure...for 
now.

 2) The Democrats say they trust women 
to make their own healthcare decisions. 

Translation: Women have the right to 
kill their children from conception to 
birth, and even after birth if the child sur-
vives abortion, as has occurred with Gi-
anna Jessen, Sarah Smith, and many other 
abortion survivors who grew up to tell 
about it. Obama not only supports legal-
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Dani Langevin is a teacher 
and has a Bachelors in Fine 
Art and Masters in Educa-
tion. She has written four 
young adult novels, one of 
which is self-published. You 
can email Dani at Dani-
BLangevin@aol.com

Paul Murano teaches 
philosophy at North Shore 
Community College and 
theology at the College 
of Saint Mary Magdalen. 
He is host of Beneath the 
Surface television show 

at Burlington Cable Access TV and is co-
host of the Paying Attention Radio program. 
Paul is also chairman of Heartbeat Preg-
nancy Help center in Burlington and is a 
singer/songwriter/musician.

For evidence, we need only consult 
Obama’s autobiography, “Dreams from 
My Father.”

 While living with his maternal 
grandparents, he was exposed to similar 
anti-colonial attitudes. If Obama’s closest 
relatives believed that Europe, and by 
association, America, were occupiers and 
plunderers of the world’s resources, it is 
plausible that if allowed the opportunity, 
he might seek to level the playing field. 
No doubt he is narcissistic enough to 
believe he could.

 “2016” was produced by the acclaimed 
Gerald Molen, who is best known for 
“Schindler’s List.” To attract a neutral 
audience, the promoters chose the perfect 
tagline, “Love him or hate him, you don’t 
know him.” 

Judging by the documentary’s phe-
nomenal success, I was not the only one 
deeply moved by the film. At the time 
of this writing, it is number 3 at the box 
office, with an estimated revenue of $20 
million, unheard of for a conservative 
film; a film that started in one Houston 
theater and hit 1800 theaters nationwide 
in just over a month.

For me, it was surreal to relax in a 
movie theater, watching a not-so-favor-
able documentary about a sitting Presi-
dent, knowing that in many countries this 
would be impossible. May we never take 
our freedom for granted.

I judge a film by how much time I 
spend thinking about it. A movie that 
haunts me is “2016: Obama’s America,” 
which asks us to consider what America 
will look like if our president is reelected.

 The runaway documentary by direc-
tors Dinesh D’Souza’s and John Sullivan, 
attempts to explain the enigma that is 
President Obama. Relying on years of 
research, interviews and family records, 
the film presents a compelling theory that 
holds-up where previous theories have 
fallen short. 

Frustrated critics of Obama have 
theorized that he is a socialist, a com-
munist sympathizer, a closet Muslim, or 
at the very least, completely incompetent 
to lead the free world. Somehow, none 
of those labels quite fit. As D’Souza 
explains, we have been trying to define 
our President by American history, while 
ignoring Obama’s own history.

 Earlier theories have failed to explain 
why, for example, Obama would do 
something as bizarre as returning the 
bust of Winston Churchill, a gift from the 
British after 9/11. Why on earth would 
he box up this statue and ship it back to 
England, insulting our greatest ally?

 Why would he not allow the Keystone 
Pipeline to be completed, creating thou-
sands of American jobs, yet with taxpayer 
dollars, subsidize and encourage oil 
exploration indeveloping countries like 
Mexico, Brazil and Columbia? Clearly, 
he is not opposed to drilling for oil, just 
to America doing it.

 And why would the President deliber-
ately reduce our nuclear defense capacity 

while our enemies are eagerly enriching 
theirs? We got a frightening glimpse into 
his motives 
when he was 
caught off-mic, 
at the Nuclear 
Security Sum-
mit, telling Rus-
sian President 
Medvedev, “… 
After my elec-
tion I have more 
flexibility.”

 Unlike other 
U.S. Presidents, 
Obama has been 
no friend to 
Israel, support-
ing regimes that 
mean to eradi-
cate the Jewish 
people from the 
region, if not 
the planet. He 
endorses the lu-
dicrous proposal 
to return Israel 
to its pre-1967 
borders, leav-
ing the country only 9 miles wide at its 
center, and the Palestinians frighteningly 
close to Ben Gurion Airport, armed with 
the capacity and the desire to shoot down 
jumbo jets. What’s more, Obama has 
done nothing to stop Iran from develop-
ing its nuclear program, a direct threat to 
the Jewish state.

 It is clear to anyone paying attention 
that our President sought out extremist 
mentors, like card-carrying Communist, 
Frank Marshall Davis, radical associates 

Christine Morabito 
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like domestic terrorist, Bill Ayers and 
the outrageous Reverend Jeremiah 

Wright, whom 
Obama snubbed 
while campaign-
ing and offered 
hush money. We 
knew that Obama 
taught workshops 
based on Saul 
Alinsky’s “Rules 
for Radicals,” 
a how-to for 
Marxists. And we 
knew about his 
close connection 
with rabid anti-
Israel professors, 
Rashid Khalidi 
and Edward Said. 
Obama’s law 
school mentor, 
Roberto Unger 
was so hard-left, 
he purposely 
laid low during 
Obama’s first 
campaign lest he 
damage the candi-

date’s chances of winning.
 But less was known about Obama’s 

familial influences. What this movie 
explores is the shared world-view of 
these early and significant role models, 
which was anti-colonial -- thus anti-
capitalist, anti-Israel and anti-Amer-
ican. Both Barack’s father and step-
father were European colonizers. 

The President’s father, though con-
spicuously absent in young Barack’s 
life, had an enormous impact on him. 

Christine Morabito is 
a resident of Haverhill, a 
psychiatric nurse, and a 
President of the Greater 
Boston Tea Party. You can 
email her at
christine.morabito@hotmail.com

three days promoting. As the delegates 
stood uncomfortably silent the Cardinal 
prayed for respect for children not yet 
born in the womb, respect for religious 
liberty and conscience, and respect for 
traditional marriage and the family.

Translation: The Democratic party 
needs Dolan to appear as if they respect 
Catholics while trampling on their reli-
gious liberty, and to appear to be spiritual 
while rejecting the basic tenets of decency 
shared by all religions on human life and 
the family.

All of this is not an endorsement of 
Republicans. It’s only an honest look at 
the partially hidden agenda of the cultural 
left displayed proudly at the Democratic 
National Convention, which sees truth as 

hate, regress as progress, and backward 
into the shadow of death by hiding from 
God as “Forward”. Take courage and 
begin to disallow the euphemisms of the 
cultural left that have dominated society 
for the past four decades from keeping 
you from the light of life.

needed to pick themselves up, never said 
I’d do something and didn’t and NEVER 
blamed their school, teachers or adminis-
trators for their failures. And I did make 
mistakes.

Parents aren’t friends. They are disci-
plinarians, nurses and doctors, therapists, 
dispensers of hugs, kisses and cuddlers. 
Teachers are not miracle workers. We 
should be working together to build suc-
cessful young adults who can take a fail-
ure and learn from it instead of demanding 
someone else to fix it.

Bill Gates gave a speech some years 
ago to a high school graduating class lay-
ing out a list of rules for the future adults. 

Here are a few. 1. Life isn’t fair, get used 
to it. 2. If you think your teacher is tough, 
wait till you get a boss. 3. Your school 
may have done away with winners and 
losers, but life HAS NOT.

I will continue to teach. I’m damn good 
at it. As parents, be damn good at what 
you do, too.
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On ThE ROAD AgAIn!

drivers needed!
Help us take Fun and entertainment on the road!

part tiMe poSitionS

Great hours for Seniors, Students or others

Fun, Entertaining, Compassionate People needed to transport our 
passengers to and from work. Must have a clean driving record and 
a great personality! No need to have a special license! Hours are 
approximately 6:00 am – 8:00 am and again in the afternoon from 2:00 
pm – 4:00 pm. Salary is $9.95/hour

Candidates must have a High School Diploma/GED, a valid drivers 
license, submit to a drug screening and a criminal background check.

Apply to:
American Training, Inc. – Att: Human Resources

102 Glenn Street, Lawrence, MA 01843
Fax: (978) 683-5124

E-mail: DebbieLynch@AmericanTrainingInc.com

Windham Professionals, Inc. is a national debt management 
company with offices located in Salem, NH and Woburn, MA. 
We are family owned and operated, looking for professionals 
like you to join our winning team! 

Student Loan and Commercial Collectors Wanted! 

RESPONSIBILITIES would include the following: 
• Contact consumers via telephone to collect outstanding debt 
• Resolve consumer disputes within state and federal regulations 
• Follow up on promised payments 
• Maintain assigned accounts  

EDUCATION and/or EXPERIENCE:
• High school diploma or general education degree (GED) 
• Related collections, telemarketing, sales experience a plus 
• High level of communication skills a must 

POSITION BENEFITS:
• Casual dress attire and flexible scheduling
• Competitive pay and bonus potential
• Outstanding benefits

WANT TO APPLY?
• Resumes are welcomed year round at hr@windhampros.com

380 Main St. Salem, NH 03079 800.969.0059 EOE/AA Employer 
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* Contact consumers via telephone to collect outstanding debt
* Resolve consumer disputes within state and federal regulations
* Follow up on promised payments
* Maintain assigned accounts
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* High School diploma or general education degree (GED)
* Related collections, telemarketing, sales experience a plus
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* Competitive pay and bonus potential
* Outstanding benefits

wAnT TO APPLy?
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they were emulated. But in the eyes of 
today’s Democratic Party and in the eyes 
of our president, such Americans are to be 
resented — and as much of their money 
as possible must be 
taken from them 
— in the name of 
equality (sometimes 
referred to as “fair-
ness”).

Our opponents do 
not value prosper-
ity as much as they 
value equality.

And instead of 
a society rooted in 
God-based values, 
the Democratic Par-
ty seeks a society as 
devoid of reference 
to God as possible. 
God can barely be 
mentioned in our 
nation’s classrooms. 
I do not think it is a 
coincidence that in a little more than one 
generation, we have gone from students 
saying a blessing for their teachers to too 
many students abusing, sometimes even 
cursing, their teachers.

In the moral confusion that inevita-
bly flows from devaluing God, many 
Americans have replaced the sanctity of 
the unborn human with the sanctity of 
rodents and fish.

And this president and his party have 
also rejected the third great American val-
ue, E Pluribus Unum, which has created 
the uniquely successful American experi-
ment in rendering blood, race, ethnicity 
and national origins insignificant — by 
replacing all of them with one unifying 
American identity. They seek to replace 
“From many, one” with so-called multi-
culturalism, with a cult of “diversity” and 
with the hyphenation of all Americans.

That is why, my fellow Americans, 
the upcoming election is not merely an 
election. It is a referendum on whether 

America retains its unique value system 
or not.

Big and bigger government is not an 
American value — because the bigger 

the government, the 
smaller the citizen.

Handing our chil-
dren and grandchil-
dren unprecedented 
debt is not an Ameri-
can value — because 
selfishness and ir-
responsibility are not 
American values.

Dividing Ameri-
cans by race and class 
is not an American 
value — because 
race and class are not 
American values.

And a weakened 
America is not an 
American value ei-
ther. Indeed, given the 
unique role America’s 

military strength has played in spreading 
liberty, a weakened America is not a moral 
value either. No peace movement on earth 
and no peace studies program in the world 
has done for peace what the American 
military has done for peace.

A vote for Paul Ryan and me is a vote 
to return America to its values, the values 
that are the reason this country became the 
greatest nation on Earth. Unlike our op-
ponents, we are proud to say — here and 
abroad — that America is exceptional.

My fellow Americans, few elections in 
our history have offered Americans such a 
clear choice.

And the clearer Americans are about 
these differences, the larger will be our 
margin of victory.

Dennis Prager’s latest book, “Still 
the Best Hope: Why the World Needs 
American Values to Triumph,” was pub-
lished April 24 by HarperCollins. He is a 
nationally syndicated radio show host and 
creator of PragerUniversity.Com.

Let me be specific:
American values are not a matter of 

any individual’s, or newspaper’s, or 
professor’s opinion. We can surely have 
different opinions about how to realize 
those values or how to apply them in any 
given situation. But American values ex-
ist beyond personal opinion. They have 
been enshrined for nearly all of American 
history on our coinage and our bills, not 
to mention in our hearts and in our minds, 
and emblazoned on the walls of Congress.

They are: Liberty, In God We Trust, and 
E Pluribus Unum (From Many, One)

The Democratic Party seeks to replace 
liberty with equality. Not equality before 
the law — that we all believe in. Not the 
equality of human worth — all Americans 
believe that all men are created equal. But 
the Democratic Party and this president 
believe in material and social equality 
— and for them this equality is a greater 
value than liberty. That is why they seek 
to control more and more of Americans’ 
lives — in other words, take away more 
and more of our liberty — for the sake of 
some Utopian ideal of equality.

The basic liberty to keep the money you 
have earned is the most obvious example. 
For most of American history, when some 
our fellow Americans honorably earned 
more than others, they were not resented, 

My fellow Americans, my fellow 
Republicans: The 2012 election is not an 
election between two men but between 
two entirely different visions of America. 
President Obama and I are simply the 
standard bearers of opposing, and may 
I add, irreconcilable visions of what 
America is and should be.

The Republican Party and I represent 
American values as they have been under-
stood since the founding of our country. 
The Democratic Party and President 
Obama represent different values. This 
does not make any Democrat, let alone 
President Obama, less American or less 
patriotic than anyone of us here. But mil-
lions of Americans who love our country 
hold values that emanate from elsewhere.

How could it be otherwise?
Given the influence of academia, Hol-

lywood, and the news media, of course 
many Americans have embraced more of 
the French Revolution’s values than those 
of the American Revolution.

And, to make things worse, too many 
Americans of the last few generations 
never learned what American values are. 
Schools stopped teaching them. And par-
ents often did as well.

My Dream Speech for Mitt Romney

Denns Prager 
CREATORS SYNDICATED COLUMNIST
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Frank Moran

Laborers’ Union 
(LOCAL 175)

175

Proudly Endorses 

“Whether as a lawrence City Coun-
cilor or as a State representative, Marcos  
devers has always been there for union 
workers and stood up for union values. 
Marcos devers is one of us and i am proud 
to endorse his reelection in 2012!”

~Mike Gagliardi,  
Local 175 Laborers’ Union of N. America 

Laborers’ Union 
(LOCAL 175)

175

Proudly Endorses 

Marcos Devers  
State Representative - 16th Essex

As the City Council President 
in Lawrence, Frank Moran has 
worked hard to bring Lawrence 
Jobs for Lawrence people. He 
stands with union workers and 
we stand with him. I believe 
Frank will continue to fight for 
union jobs at The State House.

~Mike Gagliardi,  
Local 175 Laborers’ Union 

of North America 

State Representative - 17th Essex
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Janitorial Supplies  
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* cleaners * floor strippers * waxes 
* brooms * mops * dusting rags * sponges * 

buckets * gloves * soaps/detergents * ice melt

attention CleaninG CoMpanieS!!

* lowest paper prices 
* lowest Chemical prices in-Stock 

Free  
delivery for 

local businesses!
Monthly  
Billing!

 
Open: Mon-Fri 9AM to 5PM, Sat: 8:30AM-1PM

* open SaturdaYS!!!

VETERANS

to new constituents. Senator Brown faces 
a tough battle against Elizabeth Warren. 
Then we have the Presidential race. This 
is truly a critical election. How anyone 
can choose not to vote is beside me. If you 
are unhappy, you should vote. If you are 
happy and do not want change, you should 
vote for your candidate. As I have and 
will continue to say until the November 
elections are over, I will make my voice 
heard in the voting booth. I hope you will 
join me!

I had the recent opportunity to attend 
the American Legion National convention 
in Indianapolis, IN. The early part of the 
convention presented the Eagle Scout of 
the Year, Oratorical Contest winner and 
President of Boys Nation among several 
youth champions. 

In addition to winning several thou-
sands of dollars in scholarship money they 
represented contestants from all over the 
country. What outstanding examples they 
are, and right after them were the Spirit of 
Service award winners. These are service 
members from every branch who are 
recognized for their volunteer work in the 
community. Following them were the Po-
lice and Firefighters of the year. Unfortu-
nately, this is all good news so it received 
little attention from the press.

 The new National Legion Commander 
has selected Operation Comfort Warrior 
to emphasize this year. OCW funds are 
used to supplement the high-quality care 
provided at most military hospitals and 
transition units in theUnited States and 
abroad. Funds go toward items such as 
exercise equipment, rehabilitation gear 
and entertainment. More information on 
all the above can be found on the national 
American Legion web site at www.legion.
org or through www.masslegion.org.

On a local note, the American Legion 
Post 4 family will be hosting a fundraiser 
to benefit Boston Children’s Hospital on 
Saturday, September 22, 2012 from 7 – 
11pm at the post function hall, 1314 Main 
Street, Haverhill. 

There will be an Italian style dinner and 
a DJ. Tickets can be purchased for $15 by 
calling 978.373.6885 or emailing me at 
JohnLDistrict8@verizon.net.

 May God bless our troops and their 
families and bring them all home safe. 

Labor Day has come and gone. Summer 
has ended and Fall has begun. This month 
we vote in the primary elections and 
prepare for the final surge to the Novem-
ber election. There continues to be a lot 
of misinformation in the news, Internet, 
social media. 

As I have mentioned in the past, there 
are some Internet sites that sort through 
all the baloney. I will repeat them: www.
votesmart.org and www.factcheck.org. 
Both are worth looking at for voting re-
cords and information on the “facts”. 

I recently heard on the news that it was 
expected that up to 90 million eligible 
voters would NOT vote in the November 
elections. 

That is truly sad. 
 Obviously they don’t care about the 

country. This election is critical at both the 
state and national levels. There are several 
contested seats in the Massachusetts leg-
islature, including the vacated Senate seat 
of Steven Baddour. And all the Congres-
sional seats are up for reelection. With the 
recent redistricting, all the current mem-
bers of the US House of Representatives 
are scrambling to introduce themselves 

John Lenotte, Adjutant, Post 
4, Haverhill MA. You can 
Email him at JohnLDistrict8@
verizon.net 

News from the American Legion
John Lenotte 
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 Donations were received for a number 
of American Legion charities. One was 
the Legacy Scholarship fund. This fund 
is for the children of service members 
who have died since 9/11. This year the 
Legion Riders raised over $668,000 with 
over $8,000 coming from 2 groups in 
Massachusetts. Another charity, the Child 
Welfare Foundation received over $58,000 
with over $5,000 coming from Massachu-
setts.

es were dissuaded by existing or threatened 
regulations. 

 The pure volume of regulations is 
intimidating. In 2010, federal regulations 
amounted to 81,405 pages. There were 
3,573 new “final rules” in 2010, contained 
in 24,914 pages of the Federal Register. 
The Obama administration for the three 
years of 2009 through 2011 added 10,215 
new regulations. Over 38,000 rules were 
promulgated between 2002 and 2010.

 Since the Republicans captured the 
House in the 2010 elections, the number of 
new laws has dropped dramatically; but this 
has not slowed the regulatory bureaucracy. 
In a trend that should scare all Americans, 
the growth of regulations has not subsided-
just because Congress is deadlocked. Over 
the years Congress has ceded substantial 
authority to unelected bureaucrats. It is the 
unelected bureaucracy that now passes the 

rules largely independent of the Congress 
we elect.

 Today, President Obama rules our lives 
through the federal bureaucracy and via 
executive fiat – NOT through the legislative 
process as was intended by our Founders. 
EPA regulation of carbon dioxide emissions 
and ICE declarations regarding immigra-
tion are only the most publicly discussed 
examples. 

 Regulations are like hidden spending 
and taxation. Instead of the government 
spending taxpayer money to achieve some 
goal, why not just mandate that businesses 
shoulder the burden? Whether it is job 
training, health benefits, or sweeping the 
streets … just dictate what must be done. 
The costs will rarely be reported by the 
media or recognized by the public.

 Why don’t powerful business interests 
fight these regulations?

 The answer is simple. Small firms (less 
than 20 employees) spend 36% more per 
employee ($10,585/employee) than large 
businesses ($7755/employee for firms with 
more than 500 employees) to comply with 
federal regulations. Larger businesses often 
condone new regulation because it gives 
them a competitive advantage over their 
smaller but scrappier competitors. 

State regulations merely add to the op-
pressive federal burden. 

During the 2009-2011 year period, the 
state of Washington slapped on over 4000 
new permanent regulations. Washington’s 
regulations now take upover 5 feet of shelf 
space. Would you want to start a business 
knowing you had to comply with over 
100,000 state regulatory requirements? And 
that is before the Feds even show up!

 You probably wouldn’t be surprised if 
I told you that the state of Washington has 
the nation’s second highest failure rate 
among new businesses. After “poor sales,” 
small business owners list regulatory 
compliance and red tape as the second most 

important problem facing them.
 The resulting transformation of America 

– from a mostly free nation where simple 
common sense dictates if an action is 
permissible to a nation where hundreds of 
thousands of pages of impenetrable regula-
tions must be deciphered first – is mind-
boggling. That the free market has been 
able to survive this onslaught is even more 
amazing.

 Only Br’er Rabbit, after wrestling with 
the tar baby, could appreciate the difficulty 
of dealing with today’s regulatory environ-
ment. So … Joe Biden, GET A CLUE! We 
are already in chains!

 The Romney-Ryan ticket should shout 
from the roof tops: “America: Elect us and 
we will take off your chains!”

FROM PAGE 3: WE ARE ALL IN CHAINS

Dr. Ormsby is a former member 
of the N.A. School Committee. 
He is a graduate of Cornell and 
has a doctorate degree from MIT. 
He is currently a Professor of 
Mathematics at UMASS, Lowell. You 

can email him at: ccormsby@verizon.net

helicopter Tours of:
The Seacoast
Boston Skyline
Around The Valley

Reasonable Rates

492 Sutton Street, Gate 3
North Andover, MA 01845

(617) 817-7961

Steven@northandoverflightacademy.com

Steven J. Reel
Flight Instructor
a/p apprentice

North Andover 
FLIGHT ACADEMY

354 Merrimack St., at Sal’s Riverwalk  
Lawrence, MA 01843

Tel. 978.685.9700 * Fax 978.685.9701
MA Mortgage Broker #MB 1964  

• Licensed by the NH Banking Dept.
ME#CSO11110 * NMLS ID 1964

www.firstinteg.com

24-hr. -Cell: (978) 771-2906

Steve  
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MLO 3520

steve@firstinteg.comSteve@firstinteg.com
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Lottery - NE Coffee - Deli - Sandwiches - TRIPOLI PIZZA - Pastry - Ice- Groceries 
Slush - Milk - Bread - Cold Cuts - Prep. Sandwiches - Salads - Beer - Wine - Cigarettes 

Cigars - Fresh Produce - KENO! - Iced Coffee - Ice Cream - Frozen Foods 

MERRIMACK CONVENIENCE STORE
NECCO  

STUDENTS, Show ID 
and get Discount!!

MERRIMACK CONVENIENCE STORE

500 A Merrimack Street - Lawrence - (978) 688-1226 in Sal’s Riverwalk Complex Next to Merrimack Valley Federal Credit Union

Back to School Blues for your Doggie
1. Hire a Dog Walker – A solid 30 

minute walk mid day can help eliminate 
boredom, loneness and help get your dog 
up and moving. Your dog will build a 
relationship with his walker and he will 
associate the walker’s visits as a positive 
and he will know the walker is there just 
for him. He will feel extra special and of 
course will love the one on one time too. 

2. Send him to a Doggie Daycare Some 
dogs need a little more than a dog walk, 
because of their energy level or because 
they have a higher level of anxieties the 
dog may need to spend the day at a doggie 
daycare. Dogs that have tons of energy 
and play well with other dogs are the best 
candidates for a doggie daycare 

3. Send him to a Playgroup - Play 
groups tend to be held at night or on 
weekends and some are owner and dog 
interactive. This is a great way to spend 
some quality time with your dog and to 
create a bonding experience in a group 
setting and to help with his socialization 
skills.

4. One on One time - Don’t forget to 
put some time aside each night to spend 
with your dog. Remember even when the 
kids come home from school they may 
have after school activities or homework 
and may not have enough time for doggie 
playtime. Once the kids settle down for 
the night you could block off sometime 
just for the two of you. Another idea 

Back-to-school time can be a really 
hard time on your family dog. After hav-
ing the children to play with all summer, 
your pup is suddenly alone most of the 
day and that can give him a case of the 
“back-to-school blues”.

Dogs get use to having the kids around, 
playing with them, taking them for walks 
and in general just having the comfort of 
knowing they are there. A parent or child-
care is in and out of the house and friends 
and family are around more often. During 
this time it decreases the level of anxiety 
in your dog.

However, once school starts, your dog’s 
schedule changes the very first day your 
children go back to school. It is quick, it is 
dramatic and it is a completely out of the 
routine your dog has gotten accustom to. 
It is very common for your dog to experi-
ence separation anxiety. 

Even a well-behaved dog may start to 
display undesirable behaviors, chewing 
on furniture, having accidents inside the 
home, barking excessively or may even 
start to nip a little.

But no worries, this is as correctable as 
it was getting your dog use to his summer 
schedule. 

Some of the things you may be able to 
do to eliminate “the blues” are the follow-
ing: 

Tracey Zysk 
VALLEY PATRIOT DOGGIE COLUMNIST

would be to take a long walk after dinner 
with the entire family. This will create the 
sense of belonging for your dog. 

Overall, “Back-to-School Blues” is a 
common behavior more than likely your 
dog will experience. Just have a little 
patience and try some of the following 
suggestions listed. Transition will occur 
but with a little extra help on your part 
this will happen quicker and easier than 
you ever expected.

 Tracey Zysk, owner of Wiggles & Jig-
gles Pet Care in North Andover MA is a 
local pet care professional. She has been 
featured on local radio, tv and newspapers 
educating the general public on animal 
care and animal health & wellness. Trac-
ey is a proud supporter of Police, Fire & 
Military K9 units. Tracey may be reached 
at wigglewalk@comcast.net. Become a fan 
on facebook at Wiggles & Jiggles Pet Care 
and follower of www.traceythedogwalker.
blogspot.com

The Butcher Boy Marketplace
1109 Osgood Street, Suite 9
North Andover, MA 01845 ciaobowwow.com

We offer fun, trendy and tasteful 
gifts for pets and the humans  

who love them.978-975-3647 (DOGS)

A Happy Heart, LLC

In-Home Care

Transportation ~ Shopping ~ Errands 
Homemaker Services ~Companion Care
Daily/Hourly/Overnight Assistance
24-HR, Live-In~ Dementia 
& Transitional/Respite Care
Personal Services ~ Medical Appointments

Committed to Providing
Outstanding, Compassionate,
Private Elder In-Home Care~ 

In-Home Care
Susan Peredna Traina ~ Director

Entrust the Happiness & 
Safety of Your Cherished 
Loved One to Our Outstand-
ing, Reliable Services…

Tel: (978) 375-3361 - E-Mail: happyhearthomecare@yahoo.com

PETS

Helen Mooradkanian 
is our new Valley Patri-
ot Hero columnist and 
a former business writ-
er. She is also a member 
of the Merrimack Val-
ley Tea Party, You can 

email her at hsmoor@verizon.net

T h e  B o e i n g  B - 2 9 
Superfortress of WWII 
reached its outstanding 
combat potential in the 
Marianas in the Pacific for 
long-range flights (10 hours 
to Japan’s mainland) over 
water, flying at altitudes to 
34,000 feet. 

Innovat ions inc luded 
remote-controlled guns, 
r a d a r ,  p r e s s u r i z e d 
sections for crew. The 
B-29s laid mines in rivers, 
and destroyed Japan’s 
war-making capability. 
Prince Konoye of the 
royal family said Japan 
surrendered due to “the 
prolonged bombing by the 
B-29s.” When shooting stopped, B-29s dropped medical supplies, food, clothing to Allied POWS in Japan.

B-29 master mechanic/inventor
As the premier heavy bomber of World 

War II, the B-29 was developed for long-
range, high altitude combat missions. It 
had a range of over 3,500 miles and flew 
at altitudes of 27,000 to 34,000 feet. Pay-
load capacity was 20,000 lbs. of bombs. 

It featured many “firsts” in American 
aviation. It was the first bomber to feature 
pressurized sections (separate sections for 
flight crew, gunners, and tail gunners).

It was the first to feature remote-con-
trolled guns, the first to use radar units 
to navigate and locate the target in bad 
weather. It was the first to use four giant 
engines (each 2200 hp).

 As a result, the crew chief had a heavy 
responsibility. “We often faced problems 
never faced before,” Philip said. Engines 
would overheat, catch fire, and crack—
a tendency made much worse by the 
100-plus degree heat on Tinian. Engine 
overhaul took more than a day to com-
plete. Some engines almost never made it 
to the 100-hour mark. “We constantly had 
to change those big engines when they 
developed problems.” 

In order to get at the giant engines, 
Philip had to remove the cowling (outer 
metal cover) by unscrewing numerous 
“quarter-turn” fasteners. He found a 
simpler, faster way to do this by modify-
ing the design of the existing tool then had 
the machine shop on the base produce it 
to specifications. When the supervisor saw 
Philip using the new tool, he took it away. 
But a few months later, all mechanics on 
Tinian were using Philip’s new tool. 

After the war, Philip and his wife Cecile 
raised their family—Tom (a Vietnam 
veteran), Carl and Philip Jr. who passed 
away at 10.

 Philip worked for a Lowell textile 
mill. There he developed an air distribu-
tion system to clean textile looms still in 
use today, although by law his employer 
holds the patent. Other inventions include: 
a suction device for a hand-held auto 
vacuum using compressed air available 
at any gas station; a zippered vacuum 
cleaner bag. He even cut a 1939 Buick in 

VALLEY PATRIOT OF THE MONTH

FROM PAgE 1: CORPORAL PhILIP COTE, USAAF
destined for Hiroshima, and the other—a 
10,000-lb plutonium bomb named “Fat 
Man,” 60-inches diameter—to be loaded 
into “Bock’s Car,” destined for Nagasaki. 
He saw them take off on August 6 and 
August 9, respectively. In fact, he serviced 
one of the two bombers that followed the 
“Enola Gay.” 

 When Philip enlisted in the USAAF in 
1942, he had his heart set on becoming an 
aircraft mechanic. Much to his chagrin, 
however, he was assigned to serve as a 
medic in the regular Army. “I couldn’t 
stand the smell of hospitals,” he said of 
his one-year tour of duty in Pensacola, 
Florida. With dogged determination, he 
took his appeal all the way to Washington. 
His persistence paid off, and he was reas-
signed to the Army Air Force and sent to 
Tinian. 

 “The heat was oppressive,” he recalls 
of the broiling semi-tropical sun that beat 
down on Tinian. “Temperatures climbed 
well over 100 degrees every day the 
whole time I was there. And I was there 
exactly one year to the day. During that 
time, it rained only one day!” 

The ground crews on Tinian were 
recognized as the hardest workers on the 
base. “We worked around-the-clock, day 
and night, to get our B-29s ready for their 
next mission, sometimes fixing the plane’s 
engine from one raid while preparing it 
for its next mission. Our only rest came 
when the aircraft was away on a mission.” 
Philip was responsible for the engines, 
controls, and accessory systems. At best, 
he may at times have one assistant and 
perhaps a mechanic. He could call on spe-
cialists from the Service Groups for help 
whenever needed. Often working 24-hour 
shifts with little time for meals, Philip 
dropped in weight from 164 to 124 lb. The 
sun also turned his skin a deep mahogany 
color. “It took me two years before I lost 
my suntan,” he smiles.

 

half with a hacksaw, attached a plow to 
the back and used it to plow his farm.

 doctors call him “amazing”
Philip has escaped many close calls 

with death. Once while he was working on 
a B-29, and the co-pilot was sitting in the 
cockpit, a couple of bombs were acci-
dentally released and rolled out near him. 
Fortunately, they were not “armed” and 
did not explode. 

The long hours of exposure to the tropi-
cal sun on Tinian did wreak havoc. After 
his discharge from the military, Philip 
developed melanoma or skin cancer on his 
arms and back. He’s had 41 surgeries to 
remove these tumors. “Every single doc-
tor told me, ‘you are an amazing man to 
survive all this.’ ” 

When asked how he managed to over-

come these trials, Philip points heaven-
ward, to the Lord. His long, productive 
life is a testimony to his faith, work ethic, 
sense of duty and honor. “I’ve never 
sworn in my life,” he says proudly. 

As the psalmist wrote: “He will call 
upon Me, and I will answer him; I will be 
with him in trouble, I will deliver him and 
honor him. With long life will I satisfy 
him and show him My salvation” (Psalm 
91:15-16).

Robert Irving 
Reverse Mortgage

Specialist 

354 Merrimack St., at Sal’s Riverwalk
Lawrence MA 01843

Tel. 978.685.9700 x15 * Fax 978.685.9701
MA Mortgage Broker #MB 1964

Licensed by the NH Banking Dept.
ME#CSO11110 * NMLS ID 1964

 Cell: (978) 686-0394
 24-hr. 

rhirving@gmail.com
MLO 19086

Helping Borrowers
since 2001
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Philip Cote’s indomitable spirit got 
him into the USAAF as a B-29 master 
mechanic and during his “three 
years, one month, and eight days” 
in the Army Air Force he witnessed 
the take-off and return of the “Enola 
Gay” and “Bock’s Car” that dropped 
the atomic bombs on Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki, respectively.

Italian Restaurant
Brazilian Steak House

www.chamagrill.com
115 Main Street | North Andover

Phone: (978) 258-2238 | Fax: (978) 258-1931

Experience quality

Now Open!
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Deli Catering Headquarters
* Corporate Catering
* Office Parties
* Family Parties
* Wedding Parties
* Party Platters
* Homemade Sausages
* Calzones... 

Daily Lunch 
Specials Fri & Sat

Stuffed Artichoke 
Tripe

North End DeliTheNorthEndDeli.com calzonecity.com

95 Common St Lawrence, MA - phone - 978.688-3539 fax 978.688.3559

WHoleSale priCeS to tHe puBliC

Quintana
Wholesale Outlet

new in HaVerHill.... Get all your supplies locally at:

558 river St., Haverhill *800-499-1000 > next to ralph pill & Giovanni’s

Janitorial Supplies  
Commercial or Household use:

* cleaners * floor strippers * waxes 
* brooms * mops * dusting rags * sponges * 

buckets * gloves * soaps/detergents * ice melt

attention CleaninG CoMpanieS!!

* lowest paper prices 
* lowest Chemical prices in-Stock 

Free  
delivery for 

local businesses!
Monthly  
Billing!

 
Open: Mon-Fri 9AM to 5PM, Sat: 8:30AM-1PM

* open SaturdaYS!!!

ers of Visiting Angels are personally committed to insuring that compassionate and the highest quality care 
is given to their clients.  Visiting Angel caregivers are hand selected to insure they have the skills and experi-
ence necessary to provide their clients with the very best care.  Visiting Angels is a fully bonded and insured 
homecare agency that is accredited with the Home Care Alliance of Massachusetts. Both Directors are in-
volved in every aspect of the agency and make themselves available to those they serve around the clock.  It is 
their life mission and dedication to better the lives of those receiving Visiting Angels care and provide peace 
of mind to their families.

Our Services:
24/7 Director / Owner Availability for our clients and their families
Guaranteed 15 minute Call Back
Flexible Hourly Care– Up to 24 Hour Care
Customized Care Plans
Rewarding and Lasting Companionship
Respite Care for Family Members
Bathing or Showering Assistance
Grooming Assistance
Skin and Hair Care
Exercise and Ambulation Assistance
Medication Reminders
Light Housekeeping
Laundry, wash, dry and fold

Our Rate: 
$24 Per Hour (same rate for weekends and nights).  Flexible scheduling available 2 hour to 24 hour care.  Live In 
Care Services are also available.

Visiting Angels Serve Chelmsford, Lowell, Burlington, Woburn, Winchester, Dracut, 
Tewksbury, Wilmington, North Reading and Surrounding Towns

Phone: 978-244-0200
www.visitingangels.com

111 Chelmsford Street
Chelmsford, MA 01824

978-244-0200

Pat Rondeau
A Visiting Angel

Visiting Angels 
America’s Choice in Home Care

Personal & Home Assessments provided free of charge to Visiting Angel Clients

Visiting Angels provides seniors with the assistance needed to continue living at home.  �e Directors/Own-

Visiting Angels Serve Chelmsford, Lowell, Burlington, Woburn, Winchester, Dracut, 
Tewksbury, Wilmington, North Reading and Surrounding Towns

Phone: 978-244-0200
www.visitingangels.com

Pat Rondeau
A Visiting Angel

Visiting Angels Serve Chelmsford, Lowell, Burlington, Woburn, Winchester, Dracut, 
Tewksbury, Wilmington, North Reading and Surrounding Towns

Phone: 978-244-0200
www.visitingangels.com

Personal & Home Assessments provided free of charge to Visiting Angel Clients

Our Services:
24/7 Director / Owner Availability for our clients and their families
Guaranteed 15 minute Call Back
Flexible Hourly Care– Up to 24 Hour Care
Customized Care Plans
Rewarding and Lasting Companionship
Respite Care for Family Members
Bathing or Showering Assistance
Grooming Assistance
Skin and Hair Care
Exercise and Ambulation Assistance
Medication Reminders
Light Housekeeping
Laundry, wash, dry and fold

Directors/Owners 
Carol Kilduff and Wendy Bean

111 Chelmsford Street
Chelmsford, MA 01824

978-244-0200

AHe rt-felt Thank YOU 
 for All YOUR support!!!

Please vote M. Paul Iannuccillo
Your Full-Time
Register of Deeds, Tuesday november 6th.

I need your help just one more time on 
 Election Day, Tuesday November 6th
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Proud to be part of Methuen

For more than 30 years, GLFHC has been
providing award winning health care to

thousands of patients throughout
the Merrimack Valley.

Coming this fall, GLFHC is partnering with 
Holy Family Hospital to open our newest, 

state-of-the-art clinic in Methuen.

For the latest updates, please visit our website at
gl�c.org or follow us on Facebook.

REAL ESTATE

Single Family Home Sales Up 38% in July
Median Sales Prices Rise Slightly for Both Property Types

price down by 5.6 percent to $169,900.
The report also provided inventory 

levels of area homes for sale as of August 
15, which at 1,474 available single fam-
ily homes and 535 condominiums have 
each dropped condominiums locally also 
remains well below the peaks set in 2006 
and 2007, which were 2,242 for single 
family homes and 1,251 for condos.

The Northeast Association of REAL-
TORS® is one of 1,500 local chapters of 
the National Association of REALTORS®. 
Officially, NEAR covers 15 cities and 
towns from Boxford to Littleton, though it 
has members from more than 50 cities and 
towns in the Merrimack and Nashoba val-
leys as well as southern New Hampshire. 
The term, REALTOR®, is a trademark 
for use exclusively by members of the 
National Association of REALTORS®, 
whose members subscribe to a strict Code 
of Ethics.

aware that well-priced homes continue to 
attract lots of interest and even multiple 
offers.”

The average length of time it took for 
the single family homes that sold in July 
to go from listing to closing was 112 days, 
an increase of 27.3 percent over last July’s 
average of 88 days. It took an average of 
122 days for the condominiums sold dur-
ing July to close, an increase of 14 percent 
compared with last July.

Additionally, the number of pending 
sales — those now under agreement but 
not yet closed — for single family homes 
in the region during July were up substan-
tially, by 13.7 percent compared with July 
of 2011, with the agreed-upon median 
price for those properties at $329,000, up 
9.7 percent versus last July. The number 
of pending sales for condominiums locally 
during the month was also up dramatically, 
rising by 63.6 percent versus last July to 
126 contracts signed, with the median 

during July, compared with July of 2011. 
Specifically, the median price for single 
family homes sold in July was $330,000, a 
3.4 percent increase versus last July, but a 
5.7 percent drop over June’s median price 
of $349,950. For condominiums sold in 
July, the median price of $197,000 is an 
increase of 6.5 percent compared with last 
year and a jump of 14.5 percent versus 
June’s median of $172,000. The median 
price is the point at which half the proper-
ties sold cost more, and half cost less.

Reacting to the news, NEAR President 
Mary O’Donoghue said, “The fairly brisk 
pace of sales this spring and summer has 
been a welcome change from last year’s 
doldrums. The numbers are definitely 
supporting, as we are experiencing, a slow 
and measured housing recovery.” She 
added, “Renewed homebuyer activity has 
diminished our inventory of homes for 
sale, so more listings are needed to satisfy 
the demand. Would-be sellers should be 

The Northeast Association of REAL-
TORS® (NEAR) reported today that 
single family home sales during July in 
the 15 cities and towns from Boxford to 
Littleton climbed by 38.3 percent com-
pared with July of last year, while the 
number of condominiums sold soared 
by a whopping 60.5 percent during the 
same period. Year-to-date, sales of both 
property types were up by more than 20 
percent, with a 26.2 percent increase in 
single family home sales and a 23 percent 
gain in condominium sales. Compared 
with June, transactions in July were up 
for single family homes by 6.2 percent, 
and condominium sales month-to-month 
were basically flat -- down by a slight 0.8 
percent. The report is based on data from 
MLS Property Information Network in 
Shrewsbury.

The report also reflected increases in 
the median sales price for both single 
family homes and condos sold locally 
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354 Merrimack St., at Sal’s Riverwalk Lawrence 
MA 01843

Tel. 978.685.9700 x15 * Fax 978.685.9701
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184 Pleasant Valley St. Suite 1-102, Methuen

Dave
Guselli

www.firstchoicerealtygroup.com

Office:  
(978) 689-8006

The Paying Attention! Radio Program 
980AM WCAP - Saturdays 10-noon

podcast of every show on valleypatriot.com  
Click the podcast link at the top 
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In the past few months the Merrimack 
Valley experienced the unexplainable and 
unbelievable. The loss of four very well 
established and experienced K-9 dogs. 
Three to cancer and one to retirement. It 
normally doesn't happen this way, but in 
this case it did. This is a major hit for the 
K-9 program in the Valley and one that 
our local police departments are defi-
nitely feeling.

Chelmsford Police - On March 23, 
2012 Chelmsford Police K-9 Axel took 
his final ride in his police cruiser with 
his handler David Leo. Axel, a 5yr old 
Czechoslovakian shepherd passed away 
from a strong fought battle with cancer. 

Mass State Police - June 18, 2012 
Nero completed his last shift and passed 
peacefully on June 22. Nero became ill 
and was diagnosed with a fast moving 
cancer. Nero conducted over 500 narcotic 
searches in his six year career with his 
handler Officer Pat Silva. He was also a 
fan favorite at the Topsfield fair. 

The entire Merrimack Valley is really 
feeling this loss. K-9's are an essential 
part of law enforcement and must remain 
even with the tightest of budgets. These 
dogs are trained to do what most humans 
are incapable of accomplishing. They 
train endlessly and they never have a day 
off. They are always on duty, ready and 
waiting for the call. To the handlers: You 
lost your partner, he was your defender 
and he was your love. RIP ..

In October there will be another K-9 
academy class. Let's just say these rookie 
pups are going to step into a Merrimack 
Valley legacy and we will be anxiously 
awaiting to meet the next generation. 

 Tracey Zysk, owner of 
Wiggles & Jiggles Pet Care 
in North Andover MA is a 
local pet care professional. 
She has been featured on 
local radio, tv and newspa-
pers educating the general 
public on animal care and 
animal health & wellness. 

Tracey is a proud supporter of Police, Fire 
& Military K9 units. Tracey may be reached 
at wigglewalk@comcast.net. Become a fan 
on facebook at Wiggles & Jiggles Pet Care.

PUPPIES

The Valley Loses Four K-9 Dogs in the Past Few Months
Tracey Zysk 

VALLEY PATRIOT DOGGIE COLUMNIST

Andover Police - August 15, 2012 An-
dover Police Officer Mickey Connor said 
his farewells to his partner 9 yr old Niko. 
Niko had a very long and successful 
career and was a frequent in helping sur-
rounding towns with their search needs.

North Andover- Kyzer is still with us 
but officially retired this summer. He is 

now adjusting to home life and transi-
tioning into become a family pet. Kyzer 
earned regional and national recognition 
when he saved the life of his handler Lt. 
Gray and three other officers during a 
shooting at the Lawrence municipal air-
port. He was also named a National K-9 
Hero in 2011. 
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OMNI
Digital Printers

Mention	this	ad	and	receive	10%	OFF	your	order.	

287 Appleton Street, LOWELL, MA 01852 
Tel: 978.459.2109  •  Fax: 978.452.8879 

Email: lowell@omnidp.com 
MON-FRI 8:30AM-5:30PM 

92 South Broadway, LAWRENCE, MA 01843 
Tel: 978.686.3875  •  Fax: 978.683.9941 

Email: lawrence@omnidp.com 
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BEST	
COMPETITIVE		

PRICES!	

FAST B&W or Color Prints 
Mailing Services 
B&W or Color Scanning

Graphic Design Services 
Stationery, Brochures, Flyers  
Business Cards, Postcards 
Binding & Finishing 

Blue Prints, Color Posters, Outdoor Signs & Banners 
Wedding & Special Occasion Invitations 
Local FREE Pick-Up & Delivery . . . . . and much more! 

Hablamos 

Español 

Pasquina & ThebaudPasquina & Thebaud

attorneys at law

Paul R. Thebaud

Phone: (617) 723-3030
Fax: (617) 723-8995
E-mail: paul@pasquinalaw.com

183 State St., 2nd Floor
Boston, MA 02109

Specializing in 
Workers’ 

Compensation 
& Social Security 

Disability

gains with high profile cases when the un-
derlying “criminal” is really not a crimi-
nal. In Massachusetts this remains a clear 
incentive to impose inadequate justice. 

Are there any state legislators willing to 
write legislation to address this?

My daughter is a new driver and ap-
proaching 17 years of age. I would wish 
for her to meet Aaron Deveau and hear 

from him directly what happened to his 
life and those he changed without being a 
bad kid.

That will never happen with the current 
inward looking and self-serving justice 
system.
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Haverhill 

Dudley plaza
5-7 Dudley Street 

(next to Domino’s Pizza Rt. 125)
(978) 556-1616

Methuen
Executive Plaza

230 Pleasant Street
(near Route 213 and The Loop)

(978) 655-1473

I can’t believe Labor Day has passed 
and we are well on our way to Fall! These 
next couple 
months are so 
pleasant and en-
joyable – the cool 
air in the morn-
ing is refreshing 
and for the most 
part the weather 
is perfect.Most of 
the beaches are 
“closed” for the 
season and we are 
now allowed to 
bring our dogs to 
play in the sand 
and the water.We 
took our dogs, 
Honey and Dash, and our foster dog, Josh, 
to the beach in Salisbury recently; they 
had so much fun chasing the seagulls, and 
running in and out of the waves.I recom-
mend you get out there and enjoy the salty 
air and cold water with your four-legged 

pooch!
Some of my readers may remember that 

I mentioned a comedy 
show/charity event I was 
going to hold in August.
Our first annual Comedy 
for Canines charity event 
for One Tail at a Time 
Rescue took place on 
August 16th, and what a 
fabulous time it was!Over 
100 people came out to 
support our rescue and 
the cause, and we are so 
thankful for everyone’s 
support.The night consist-
ed of a buffet style dinner, 
a custom dog shaped 

cake, over 20 great raffle items, 
a 50/50 raffle (winner took home over 
$200!), a magician, Mrs. Massachusetts, 
and four comedians.Talk about a fun-filled 
night!Let me elaborate a little…

A few months ago, my friend Christen 
Grugnale (of Reflections by Christen – a 

local photography business), and I had a 
vision.We wanted to do an exciting type of 
fundraiser for One Tail at a Time Rescue 
(a 501c3 non profit dog rescue here in 
Massachusetts).I had recently finished the 
successful charity golf tournament in May, 
and this time I wanted to do a swanky 
night event.We decided to do a comedy 
show, because who doesn’t like to laugh? 
For anyone who has ever organized an 
event like this, you know that the planning 
and execution of something like this is no 
small feat.We spent the next few months 
organizing, planning, and spreading the 
word.Christen found the perfect place 
for this event to be held; Rain Nightlife 
in Malden.It was a relatively convenient 
location from all directions and could 
accommodate the large group we antici-
pated.They were also extremely welcom-
ing and supportive, a big thanks to Rain 

management for all their help! A flyer was 
designed that we posted all over Facebook 
and anywhere else we could.We pounded 
the pavement getting local businesses to 
donate items for our raffle, stocked up on 
dog themed napkins and balloons at the 
local party store, and did our best to tie 
up all loose ends.We were determined to 
make this event memorable for our guests, 
as well as a success for the charity.

On Thursday August 16th, Christen 
and I transformed the function room into 
an exciting atmosphere with a great dog 
theme.We created a fun ambiance with 
the lighting, dog pictures on each table, 
banners were hung, raffle items displayed, 
paw print napkins strewn around the bar, 
and balloons sporadically placed through-
out the room.It looked awesome!

At 7pm, we were finally ready and 

Comedy for Canines Brings 
Out Puppy Lovers

PUPPygIRL, PAgE 38



Ask about our licensed after school program! We provide transportation 
and accept Child Care Circuit vouchers.  This an excellent alternative to 
day care, our professional instructors will make classes fun & exciting 
while helping your child excel and grow.

Kick off the fall with our 10 Year Anniversary Specials

• Preschool Classes
• After School Programs
• School Age Children
• Teens
• Adult classes
• Self- Defense
• Private Lessons

No matter what your age or 
physical condition, we have a 
program that will help you 

reach your goals.


CALL TODAY for an 
appointment 

Mrs. Massachusetts Barrie Lynch, Comedian Leo Barrett, Kate Whitney, 
comedian Dave Russo, Christen Grugnale, and comedian Steve Halligan.
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I recently had an appointment with a 
doctor. I was due for a physical and as 
we all know, weight measurement is a 
part of that exam. I was not looking for-
ward to finding out my actual weight. I 
did think to myself at one point: hey, if 
my height increased by twelve inches, 
my weight will be perfect!

My weight was not as high as I had 
imagined. Although that was a major 
relief, I was still reminded of the fact 
that I am still overweight. I started to 
think about all the extra calories I had 
consumed over the past several months. 
It wasn’t a good feeling. I’ve been off 
track for some time now and I wonder 
every day how it is that I’m going to get 
a grip on my diet. 

I receive a lot of advice regarding diet 
and exercise. I have received emails 

sliced (with or without peel) (for each 
frying pan)

2-3 T brown sugar (for each frying 
pan)

1 T butter (for each 
frying pan)

In a medium mix-
ing bowl add dry in-
gredients, egg yolks, 
& milk. Mix well. 

In a separate bowl, 
beat egg whites until 
stiff peaks form. 

Fold egg whites 
into mixture. In a 
small frying pan, heat 
butter over medium 
heat until melted. 

Pour in batter& turn 
temperature to medium low. 

Cover entire top of pancake with 
apples in a pretty fan pattern. 

Top with sprinkled brown sugar. 
Place a lid over pan & steam over 

medium low heat until done. 
This takes approximately 5-7 minutes. 

Serves 2 per frying pan. Total number of 
servings: 8 

NOTE: Any leftover batter will be-
come very stiff & glutinous. There is no 
need to thin out batter unless it becomes 
so glutinous that it is unmanageable. 
When batter is placed in pan, just spread 
it out & proceed as usual.

and dishes brought in by our food enthu-
siasts, but we will have some great treats 
from the sponsors. Food, beer, music, 
photography, models, art, networking, and 
a good ol’ time! All this fun for ten dol-
lars! I’m pretty darn excited.

 If you are in-
terested in getting 
all your senses 
teased and sur-
rounding yourself 
in the world of art 
and food, please 

do not hesitate to contact me directly at 
sarahsparksma@gmail.com or follow us 
on Facebook to get more event details:

http://www.facebook.com/MassBytes.

ValleY patriot Foodie: a niGHt to teaSe all Your SenSeS

Being the creator of MassBytes, I find 
myself talking to a lot of foodies. These 
foodies could be stay-at-home moms to 
owners of well-established restaurants. 
I found a passion in this world and to 
spend my summer months with all kinds 
of people while surrounded in a sea of 
amazing foods, I knew I did exactly what 
I wanted.

 I had burritos and tacos at El Pelon 
Taqueria near Fenway Park for my birth-
day. I had a farm dinner at Smolak Farms, 
North Andover with Celebrity Chef Andy 
Husbands. I had Asian-inspired sandwich-
es at Fóumami in the Financial District. 
I had coconut based ice cream at FoMu 

in Allston with lactose intolerant radio 
personality Dex Ter. I had a lady date with 
Jackie Soriano of Three Strange Women 
at Bella Luna in Jamaica Plain. I had 
appetizers, drinks, and burgers at Joe’s 
American Bar and Grill on the Waterfront 
in Boston with one of my favorite Mass-
Bytes’ blogger, Kosta. I had many pub 
burgers at J.J.Foley’s in Downtown Cross-
ing with my dear friend Emily Elman.

 I had the best mussels at Salvatore’s 
Seaport Restaurant in Boston with Kc 
Hoye from http://www.whywalkabout.
com. I had a tour of cheap eats in Allston, 
MA which included an amazing Bánh mì 
Sub from Super 88’s Pho Viet and cheap, 
clean sushi from Sakanaya. I could keep 
going but I think you get the point. What a 

Sarah Sparks 
FOOD COLUMNIST -MASSBYTES.COM

SHeila’S reCipe Corner: BreaKFaSt

By Sheila A. Mullins.
 
I’ve had this idea floating around 

in my head for a couple of months 
& decided to finally make it. I call it 
Chinese Risotto. It’s not as crazy as it 
sounds: think about it; when do you have 
Chinese & there’s not rice? Why not do a 
fusion IF it’s good?

Chinese Risotto
4 T toasted sesame seed oil
1 small zucchini, cut into little “sticks”
1 carrot, cut into little “sticks”
1 medium onion, diced
½ large bell pepper, cut into little 

“sticks”
3 large shiitake mushroom caps, cut 

into thin slices
2 c Arborio rice
7 c vegetable or chicken stock, hot

Garlic sauce:
Adapted from http://chinesefood.

about.com/od/sauces/r/garlic_sauce.htm
 
2.5 T oyster sauce
1/3 c vegetable or chicken stock
4 T soy sauce
2 T + 1 t sake or rice wine vinegar
1 T chili paste
2 T corn starch
2 T water
1 T peanut oil
3 T pressed garlic
1 T granulated sugar

To start, prepare sauce until point of 
cooking it. Reserve until rice is done as 

the sauce thickens very quickly.
For garlic sauce:
In a small bowl, stir together oyster 

sauce, stock, soy sauce, rice vinegar, & 
chili paste. In another small bowl, dis-
solve cornstarch in the water.

Heat oil in a saucepan on medium-
heat. Add the garlic & stir briefly until 
fragrant.

Turn the heat to medium low. Re-stir 
the sauce & add it into the saucepan. Stir 
in sugar. Bring sauce to a boil, stirring.

Re-stir the cornstarch & water mixture. 
Add into the saucepan, & stir quickly 
until sauce has thickened.

Note: Adjust the heat up or down as 
needed to bring the sauce to a boil or 
keep it from cooking too quickly.

For rice:
Heat a Dutch oven over medium high 

heat & add 3 T oil & then onions. Cook 
onions until translucent. Add rice & 
cook, stirring, until rice is translucent. 
Add two cups of stock, stirring constant-
ly until rice has absorbed almost all of 
the stock. Keep adding stock one cup at a 
time until the rice is cooked. 

Heat a small frying pan on medium 
high heat & add 1 T oil& the carrots. 
Cook, stirring occasionally, until carrots 
are almost fully cooked. Remove from 
heat & reserve.

When the 2nd to 
last cup of stock is 
added to the rice, add 
carrots & peppers. 
When last cup of 
stock is added, add 
the zucchini & mush-
rooms. Stir until nice 
& creamy. 

 Add the reserved 
garlic sauce & serve.

 What I did dis-
cover is that one can 
add shrimp, tofu, or 
any other meat that is fully cooked at 
the end. The shrimp, if small ones are 
used, can be added along with the last 
vegetables & they will cook in no time as 
will the tofu. 

 Serves 6-8 as main course or 8-10 as 
a side.

 My second dish is something that I 
love to make for breakfast. Yes, I’m still 
at breakfast from last month! It’s Dutch 
apple pancakes! Perfect going into apple 
season.

 
1.5 c flour
¾ c ground flax seed meal
1.5 c milk
½ c old fashioned oatmeal
½ t salt
2 room temperature eggs, separated
4 T sugar
1 T + 1 t baking powder
1 medium crisp, firm apple, cored & 

Sheila Mullins 
VALLEY PATRIOT COOKING COLUMNIST

Pennie Hale 
VALLEY PATRIOT FOOD COLUMNIST

from readers of this column sharing 
their stories. I have been encouraged 
and discouraged. 
I have started and 
re-started diet and ex-
ercise programs. What 
I have learned and 
shared before is that 
most diets work. Most 
exercise routines help 
people lose weight. 
There really is no 
secret. Exercise more 
and eat less. I have lost 
a significant amount of 
weight before. I know 
how to do it. Right 
now, however, I have 
no weight loss success. 

So, let’s talk about 
food! Food is meant to be a source of 
nutrition. Plain and simply put, food 
is fuel. It’s what we use for energy. 

pennie Hale

However, if food is nothing more than 
a source of energy, why do I (and most 

people I know) talk 
about food so much? 
Why are there so many 
posts and photos on 
Facebook about food, 
desserts, restaurants, 
recipes and cooking 
methods? Why are 
their TV networks, 
magazines, blogs and 
newspapers devoted 
to food? Perhaps it’s 
because food means so 
many different things 
to so many differ-
ent people. I know 
that I enjoy reading 
food-related material. 

However, I equally enjoy reading about 
a friend’s weight-loss success. 

How do I find a balance between 

healthy eating, enjoying food, exercis-
ing, losing weight and feeling satisfied? 
I want to be able to manage my weight, 
on a long-term basis, in a consistent 
and conscious way. It seems so easy 
for some people to have a healthy at-
titude toward food. Some people are 
thin and healthy throughout their life. 
They never struggle with body image, 
weight, eating disorders or unhealthy 
food cravings. I am a carb addict. I 
binge eat. I eat when I am not able to 
fulfill an inner need. I am aware of this 
and will continue to confront that issue. 
I don’t know if I will ever have it under 
control but I know I will always try to 
understand myself better so that I can 
ultimately treat myself better and be a 
better role model for my children.

If you would like to share your 
weight or food-related story, please 
email me at pennielacouture@verizon.
net

let’s talk about Food addiction: with pennie Hale
THE FOOD PAGE

summer, and this is just the beginning for 
me and MassBytes.

 Here comes the fall season.
 MassBytes has some cool things lined 

up; however, the one thing I cannot stop 
smiling about is our very first MassBytes’ 
event! On Friday, September 21, 2012 
at 7:00pm, MassBytes will be heading 
to Out of the Blue Gallery, 106 Prospect 
Street, near Central Square, Cambridge 
for a potluck style event with a food and 
model photography shoot, live acoustic 
music by some very talented musicians 
(Nicole D’Amico especially…wow!), and 
absolutely neat art from artists like James 
Neville, sponsored by Narragansett Beer, 
El Pelon Taqueria, and Something Sweet. 
Not only will we have food on the grill 

Sheila Mullins lives in 
Newburyport & is a per-
sonal cook. She can be 
reached at sheila_a_mul-
lins@hotmail.com.



phoenicianrestaurant.com

Michael’s Function Hall | 12 Alpha St | Haverhill, MA 01832 | 978-373-1991

OPEN: Tues to Sat : 4pm - 9:30pm 
Sun 2pm - 9pm

  

tricialawler@michaudinsurance.com 

For more information check out our website 
ww.bestinsurancemerrimackvalley.com

105 Haverhill Street 
Methuen, MA 01844 

978-685-2549 
1-877-233-2275 

Auto ~ Home ~ Umbrella ~Business 

We are Mobile!   
WWW.MICHAUDINSURANCE.MOBI 

 
  · Hours   · Call Us  · Find Us 
  · News Blog   · Twitter  · Services 
  · Facebook   · About Us  · Leave a Message 
  

F or over 30 years we have been bringing Merrimack Valley families, 
individuals and businesses superior products and customer service.   

 
 
 Call us or just stop by, we are here to make it easy for you. 

Email: eshimer@shimerlaw.com website: www.shimerlaw.com

attorney ellen C. Shimer-Brenes

Family Law

• Divorce/Separation Agreements
• Mediation
• Custody/Visitation
• Child Support/Alimony 
• Contempts/Modifications
• Guardianships/Adoptions
• Modification

33 Walker Road, Suite 23 
Brookmeadow Office Park 
North Andover, MA 01845

Employment Law 

• Unemployment Benefits
• Sexual Harassment
• Wrongful Termination
• Age/Race/Gender/Religion/
 Disability Discrimination
• Representing Employers & 
 Employees

Criminal Law

• Motor Vehicle Offenses
• Assault/Battery
• Drug Charges
• Probation Violations
• Larceny
• Embezzlement Cases
• Operating Under the Influence

472 NH Route 111
Village Square
Hampstead, NH 03841
Tel: (603) 819-4940 

LICENSED IN MA & NH

Tel: (978) 225-6197
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from two different sections. 
There is a lot going on at the Ward 6 

Club. The club is involved in the Mer-
rimack Valley’s 45 league. The 45’s 
tournament starts late September and will 
be every wed night at 730 PM. Mike and 
Tony hope to combine the Sunday 45’s 
with football games and have wings and 
all eat out and have a great time. Its $ 5 
dollars per person to join the league and 
even non-members can join the 45’s for 
now, but that may change in the future. 
They plan to have another pig roast in the 
near future, BBQ, and are going to do the 
season opener for the Patriot’s at the club 
wings. The Ward 6 club is also having a 
pre-Halloween party the second week of 
September with costumes.

The newly renovated club has 142 mem-
bers in less than three months of being open 
and is showing no signs of slowing down! 
Come check out The Ward 6 Club located 
at 57 Springfield Street in Lawrence, MA.

 

and them’ thing with white guys in here. 
It’s a neighborhood bar and social club, but 
its huge on families.”

The owners and management are 
proud of their working relationship and 
friendship. Family members pitch in and 
volunteer at the club. Many of the people 
who used to work at the old Ward 6 have 
become members of the bar and talk about 
the old times, but focus on the negative 
such as the poor management. Tony l says 
it’s not like that anymore under their new 
management, “the staff is good, we are all 
truthful none of us take off each other and 
we are friends. Me and Mikey go out tub-
ing on the Merrimack River. Me and Tony 
go out fishing. That’s the way it should be.”

The Valley Patriot wanted to know if 
they preserved any of the history of the 
bar and asked if they had any old pictures. 
“Yes, check out some of the old pictures 
we have right here,” said the owners. They 
would date one picture to the late 50s and 
60s from the style of clothing the people 
are wearing and it’s showing the back hall 

New Works Festival 2010

CONTINUED

publican; (Reluctantly) Paul Adams.
Congress 3rd District, Republican; Jon 

Golnik. 
Register of Deeds Republican; Jack 

Wilson
 These individuals are not perfect, no 

politician is and to think otherwise is 
asking for trouble. But some of these 
individuals have demonstrated to me and 
others a willingness to put our interest in 
front of theirs. They want to represent us 
and bring our local issues to Boston and 
Washington.

 Our present group of Elected Officials 

has demonstrated over and over again 
that they only represent what is in their 
best interest!

So I ask you, do you think they 
deserve to be re-elected? I know what I 
think! Please vote responsibly on Tues-
day November 6, 2012! 

Peter Larocque is a for-
mer member of the Lawrence 
School Commmittee and is a 
regular columnist for the Valley 
Patriot. You can email him at: 

peterlarocque@hotmail.com

FROM PAGE 14: BITTER SWEET ELECTION
 As citizens of Lawrence and the 

surrounding communities, we need 
to continue to Shake Things Up and 
elect “New” Legislators in November’s 
General Election to go to Boston and 
Washington and stand up for our inter-
est! Here is a list of individuals who in 
my humbled opinion would do exactly 
that: 

State Representative 14th Essex Dis-
trict, Republican; Karon Rhoton.

State Representative 18th Essex Dis-
trict, Republican; James Lyons.

State Senator 2nd Essex District, Re-

his list of who should be elected and 
distributed this list to all his supporters 
in Lawrence. It was the Mayor Lantigua 
supporters in the City of Lawrence who 
gave these two individuals their victories 
because they lost in their home towns. 
Their response for this endorsement was 
their silent support for what the Mayor 
would do in Lawrence! 

 But all is not lost I believe with the 
defeat of State Representative Dave Tor-
risi, Mayor Lantigua’s stronghold on the 
Merrimack Valley is beginning to slowly 
come to an end!

the doors to our eventful evening were 
opened.To our delight, the guests poured 
in.Lots of family and friends, as well as 
some unfamiliar faces, we were happy 
to greet and meet.Those we didn’t know 
had heard about the event and showed up 
just to support the cause: helping to save 
homeless dogs from kill shelters.People 
were appreciative and happy to be there to 
have a fun night out with some laughs, all 
while supporting the fight.

As people entered, they were greeted at 
the check-in table with a swag bag filled 
with coupons from local businesses.People 
mingled with each other, grabbed a drink 
at the bar, and were entertained by magi-
cian Eric Robitaille while they enjoyed 

food and drinks at their tables.There was a 
photo area set up with different costumes 
and accessories so people could dress up 
and have their picture taken by one of 
Christen’s photographers.Also hanging out 
in the photo area and posing with guests, 
was Barrie Lynch also known as Mrs. 
Massachusetts.She was on hand to support 
our night, crown and all.After picture time, 
guests were treated to a delicious buffet 
dinner.

The comedians for the show were Steve 
Halligan, Leo Barrett, Johnny Pizzi, and 
Dave Russo (host of “The Wicked Funny 
Comedy Tour on Boston’s Dirty Water 
TV).All four of these guys were hilarious 
and put on amazing performances, the 

crowd was laughing all night.After the 
show, we drew the winners for the raffle.
The raffle prizes consisted of jewelry, 
gift cards, huge gift baskets (think fully 
stocked Margarita basket), and other great 
items.After the raffle winners were an-
nounced we cut into the life-size cake of a 
dog named ‘Sugarplum’ that One Tail had 
saved and adopted out last year.The dog 
and dog bowl were made out of rice crispy 
treats and dog bed was made out of cake.
Jessica of BaylaBoo Cake Boutique was 
the talented cake artist behind the creation.

This event turned out better than we 
could have ever expected.Thank you to ev-
eryone who came out to support the night, 
to all the local businesses for donating 

items, all of our comedians, Rain Night-
life, and everyone else who helped make 
this a huge success.We are already looking 
forward to doing an event like this again 
next year.The funds raised at events like 
this are put directly back into the rescue 
to help pay for vet bills and will allow us 
to save more shelter dogs on death row.
Thank you to all those who believe in our 
mission and who are constantly supporting 
us, we are greatly appreciative.For more 
updates on our upcoming events and ways 
to help, friend One Tail at a Time Rescue 
on Facebook!

Email PuppyGirl at puppygirlkate@
gmail.com

importance of giving the members exactly 
what they want.

Michael is pumped up about the dart 
teams! “We also have a very large dart 
group that plays here regularly. Now that 
the fall is coming we anticipate darts here 5 
days a week. We have become the biggest 
dart bar in the whole area! The way we did 
that is by asking them (the dart players) 
what they wanted and found out what the 
problems were with the other bars. They 
would not sponsor them, not give them 
food, they were not helping them with 
drinks like giving them the first round, and 
just did not offer good service. The play-
ers came here and just loved it! We will 
have 16 new dart boards which is the most 
around and people love playing with the 
special lighting on the panels.”

Nicholas ‘The Bone’ Pavone walked 
in during the interview, who Michael and 
Tony both jokingly referred to as the chief 
bartender, the chief of staff and president of 
the members association. Nick states, “We 
want to let people know it’s a great place 

to come down to even though it’s in a rural 
neighborhood on a city side street. The 
people are awesome here and they are great 
friends and everyone who has come here 
so far has had a great time. They dance, 
they laugh, they play darts, and they play 
pool. Cars are safe. Everyone in neighbor-
hood loves us here we help them out, give 
them ac units when it’s hot, furniture, and 
help carry their groceries upstairs. They 
love us. We haven’t had one problem with 
the neighbors here since we started doing 
construction here.”

Mike and Tony are proud of their accom-
plishments on many levels, but definitely 
on a community level, “We have been able 
to change this whole neighborhood. Now 
we are so welcome here because of the 
clubs generosity and being one on one on 
one with them (the neighbors) and friend-
ship and mentoring. We mentored several 
of the kids here with total respect of where 
they are and where they are coming from 
that we have changed the feeling of this 
place as a friendly bar instead of an ‘ us 

FROM PAGE 35: PUPPYGIRL KATE WHITNEY

FROM PAGE 15: WARD 6 SOCIAL CLUB

ness experience, makes Seniors Helping 
Seniors services a “natural fit,” said Ben. 
Aligned with their faith, each saw Seniors 
Helping Seniors in-home services as a 
great opportunity to accomplish this desire 
and build a well-qualified and sustainable 
workforce.

 “The citizens of New Hampshire are 
known as independent people,” said Judy. 
“Our ‘Live Free or Die’ motto denotes the 
pride of independence held by our older 
adults. People want to live in their family 
homes. They want to remain independent. 
There are also countless healthy and active 
seniors who desire to make a positive con-
tribution.” Seniors Helping Seniors care al-
lows both parties to do just that. Providing 
a venue for seniors to help other seniors 
also supports the New Hampshire initiative 
to reduce reliance on nursing home care, 
while encouraging the use of home and 
community-based services. 

 The partners have a wealth of experi-

ence in caring for older adults and giving 
back to the community. Judy Loubier, who 
has lived in Southern New Hampshire 
since 1986, has been a practicing physi-
cal therapist for 27 years. Her husband 
and franchise partner, Randy, originally 
from Worcester, Massachusetts, runs a 
street ministry that cares for the destitute 
of Southern New Hampshire. Ben Paquin, 
who was raised in NH, has always been 
inspired by servant-leader values. He is a 
small group leader of a Christian recovery 
program in Nashua, NH. Nancy Paquin, 
who has lived in southern New Hampshire 
since 1970, is an active servant in her 
church and is involved with the inner city 
ministry in her community.

 “Judy, Randy, Nancy and Ben bring 
a warmth and understanding to seniors 
and their families throughout Southern 
New Hampshire,” shared Lynn Svindland, 
Seniors Helping Seniors Regional Owner. 
“They are all so passionate about helping 

others and giving back some of the bless-
ings they have received. I am so excited 
to have them as part of our New England 
Seniors Helping Seniors team.”

 Philip Yocom, and his wife, Kiran 
Yocom, co-founded Seniors Helping 
Seniors in-home services, which began as 
a non-profit organization serving Berks 
County, Pennsylvania over ten years ago. 
The original Seniors Helping Seniors cen-
ter continues that tradition, providing over 
1,000 hours of service every month.

 Philip Yocom said, "What began as a 
heartfelt mission to fill a need that was not 
being served by our local community is 
now being recognized as a prime business 
opportunity being fueled by the fastest 
growing demographic in our society," he 
continued. "We want the existing Seniors 
Helping Seniors organization and our 
franchises to be the first place that seniors 
in need of non-medical services and those 
seeking extra income call."

 Seniors Helping Seniors organiza-
tion has grown to over 200 franchises in 
more than 40 states including Arizona, 
Alabama, Arkansas, California, Connecti-
cut, Colorado, Florida, Georgia, Hawaii, 
Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Massachusetts, 
Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, North 
Carolina, Nevada, New Jersey, New York, 
Ohio, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, Texas, 
Virginia and Washington.

 "We support all of our franchises with 
the expertise we have gained in running 
the Seniors Helping Seniors Berks County 
office,” said Philip. “We also provide mar-
keting, sales, management, and technol-
ogy support. We believe we have found a 
practical, cost-effective way to help seniors 
remain independent and to continue con-
tributing to their community.

"Email: judy@shs-nh.com

FROM PAGE 25: NH SENIORS
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stay motivated and focused because I never 
felt like I was in it alone,” Olga Saratova, 
recent graduate from the MVSBC and new 
business owner of Olga Saratova Photog-
raphy. 

“The goal of our trainings and work-
shops are to provide small business owners 
with additional tools to strengthen their ca-
pacity. We work with them to better man-
age their financial information, or improve 
upon a marketing strategy to help stabilize 
or grow their business,” said Stacie Hargis, 
Director.

MVSBC provides assistance to empower 
entrepreneurs through education and train-
ing to increase their chances for success. 
They do this by providing one-on-one 
counseling and trainings that focus on real-
istic and practical information, presented in 
an easy to understand format in an envi-
ronment that is supportive and empower-
ing. MVSBC has a proven track record 
of success. From summer 2011 to now, 
the Center worked with 80 entrepreneurs, 
providing hours of training and one-on-
one counseling. They assisted 17 business 
starts, creating 18 jobs. One such business 
start was Olga Saratova, a photographer 
who came to the MVSBC for trainings and 
counseling.

The MVSBC was created in 1999 by 
founding partners CTI, Middlesex Commu-
nity College, University of Massachusetts 
Lowell, and the City of Lowell, to provide 
support to entrepreneurs interested in creat-
ing, sustaining or growing their small busi-
ness in the Merrimack Valley. For more 
information about the Merrimack Valley 

TOM DUGGAN’S NOTEBOOK: FROM 19

Tom Duggan  i s  the 
publisher of Valley Patriot, 
Inc., a former Lawrence 
School Committeeman, and 
hosts the Paying Attention! 
Radio Program on WCAP, 
980AM, every Saturday from 
10am-noon. You can email 

your comments to valleypatriot@aol.com .
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NOTEBOOK 

cally credited the city with settling the 
collecting bargaining agreements and the 
city’s focus on improving its financial 
reserves. Moody’s rating said:

“Removal of the negative outlook is 
based on Moody’s expectation that the 
city’s financial position will stabilize 
as a result of recently settled collective 
bargaining agreements and an overall im-
proved economic environments and focus 
on improving reserve levels.”

In making the announcement, Mayor 
Fiorentini said that the new outlook re-
flected a confidence by Wall Street rating 
agencies in the direction that the city has 
been taking, and was a vote of confidence 
in the budget priority of adding to re-
serves.

“In the most recent budget, we strongly 
resisted the urge to spend every dollar that 
came in. Instead, the city concentrated on 
building its reserves and planning for the 
future. We saved money this year because 
of our hard choices in having a new health 
care plan which saved us $1.1 million, 
and we were fortunate to have had a warm 
winter and State money to help with the 
Hale debt. There is always pressure to 
spend everything that comes in, but we 
resisted that pressure. We did not add sig-
nificantly to our workforce, kept overtime 
in check and added to our reserves.

“Now a major Wall Street firm, 
Moody’s, has given our focus a vote of 
confidence. Keeping a stable financial rat-
ing and stable bond rating is a major goal 
of this administration. It is gratifying to 
have a bond rating agency recognize that 
the direction we are heading is the right 
direction.”

SALISBURY MAN JOINS NECC 
TRUSTEES

Ronald J. Guilmette of Salisbury was 
recently elected to the Northern Essex 
Community College Board of Trustees 
by alumni. Guilmette, a retired Lt. Col. 
in the Massachusetts State Police Depart-
ment and the former chief of police at 
Merrimack College in North Andover, is 
a graduate of Northern Essex’s associate 
degree criminal justice program. He holds 
a Bachelor of Science degree in Criminal 
Justice from UMass Boston and a Mas-
ter’s of Science in Criminal Justice from 
Anna Maria College.  He currently teaches 

Small Business Center or its Merrimack 
Valley Microloan Fund, please contact 
them at 978-322-8400, www.merrimack-
valleysmallbusiness.com or stop by at 88 
Middle St., 2nd Floor, Lowell, MA 01852.              

MOODY’S GIVES HAVERHILL FI-
NANCES A VOTE OF CONFIDENCE

September 4, 2012
Mayor James J. Fiorentini today 

announced that Moody’s Investment 
services, which rates Haverhill’s municipal 
bonds, has improved their outlook for the 
city and removed a “negative outlook” 
placed on the city several years ago. 
Moody’s kept Haverhill’s bond rating at 
A1, its highest rating since the start of the 
Hale debt twelve years ago.

Haverhill’s finances and municipal 
bonds are rated by two Wall Street firms, 
Moody’s and Standard and Poor’s. 
Moody’s both gives a rating and a bond 
“outlook” that is a predictor of how they 
feel that the city finances will do in the 
future. A few years ago, Moody’s out-
look for the city was negative, and at that 
time Moody’s pointed to unsigned union 
contracts and the lack of adequate re-
serves. The latest bond rating removes the 
negative outlook and upgrades the city’s 
outlook to stable. 

In this year’s budget, the city made it a 
point to add $1.2 million to its reserves, 
boosting reserves their highest level in 
many years. At the time, Mayor James J. 
Fiorentini said that one reason for adding 
to the reserves was protect the city’s bond 
rating. 

In upgrading the city, Moody’s specifi-

criminal justice at UMass Lowell and Mer-
rimack College.

“It is exciting for us to have a prominent 
alumnus join the trustees,” says NECC 
President Lane Glenn. “He will offer a 
unique perspective.”

The college’s Board of Trustees includes 
nine members who are appointed by the 
governor of the state to a maximum of two 
five-year terms as well as an alumni-elect-
ed member, who also serves a maximum 
of 10 years, and a student trustee who 
serves for two semesters.

Two Haverhill Nursing Homes Receive 
Commonwealth’s Top Ratings

 
HAVERHILL - Pizza parties greeted 

employees of two Haverhill nursing homes 
upon release of top ratings for each home 
by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

Lakeview House Skilled Nursing and 
Residential Care Facility and Baker-Katz 
Skilled Nursing and RehabilitationCenter, 
both of Haverhill, were again deemed 
“deficiency free” by the Massachusetts 
Department of Public Health’s Division of 
Health Care Quality after separate surveys. 

The Commonwealth inspects nursing 
homes at least every nine to15 months

According to the state, five critical areas 
of each nursing home with more than 100 
items are evaluated. These include admin-
istration, nursing, resident rights, kitchen 
and food services and the environment.

Lakeview House Skilled Nursing and 
Residential Care Facility, founded dur-
ing the mid-1940s, provides 26 licensed 
skilled care beds and 65 residential care 
beds.

It came under current management in 
1983. Baker-Katz Skilled Nursing and 
Rehabilitation Center, founded during the 
mid-1960s, provides 72 licensed skilled 
care beds. It came under current manage-
ment in 2001.
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