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AT LARGE - Four Fight for Three Spots

JOYCE CAMPAGNONE - Joyce
Campagnone is a former City Coun-
cilor and former member of the Methuen
School Committee. She was originally
elected to the school committee in 1987
and served one two-year term. She was
then elected as the East End Councilor for
eight years (1990-1998). She served on
the School Committee from 1999 to 2003
and was term limited from running for
another term. Campagnone says she was
redistricted out of the East End and is now
in the Central District, prompting her to
run for an at-large seat in 2003, but was
defeated by Steve Zanni, losing by five
votes.

Campagnone says she is proud of her
record on both the School Committee and
the City Council with the expansion of the
elementary schools and the library renova-
tion. Campagnone is an elected member
of the Greater Lawrence Sanitary District
Retirement Board. She also says that one
of her proudest accomplishments was to
be a councilor and participating in the
buy-back of the Searls Building. Cam-
pagnone says her goals, if elected to an
at-large seat, are to answer the requests of
the citizens of Methuen and to support the
renovation of the high school.

Public safety is also a priority to Cam-
pagnone. She says she wants the Methuen
police to be more visible throughout the
neighborhoods, and believes the depart-
ment needs to be restructured. She says
she agrees with Mayor Manzi’s decision
to put the Police Chief on leave and would
have supported the vote of no confidence
in Chief Solomon had she defeated Zanni
in 2003.

Campagnone says she wants to either
build a new police station or renovate the
existing building to better service the pub-
lic safety needs of the police officials and
the public whom they deal with every day.
Campagnone says that elderly housing is a
desperate need in Methuen and will focus
her efforts on expanding housing available
to senior citizens. She also said that she
opposed the extended day school program.

While Campagnone lost a very close
race two years ago, insiders are saying
she is almost assured to reverse her defeat
and return to the council in January. She’s
been highly visible on the campaign trail
and recently endorsed West End candidate
Jeanne Pappalardo for the West End and
Jack Cronin in the Central District dur-
ing a coffee hour at the Methuen Senior
Center.

With both Pappalardo and Cronin top-
ping the ticket in their respective races,
the overlapping campaign help is monu-
mental in a race where four people are
seeking three open seats. With no primary
election in the at-large, race voters have
no gage at all as to which of these at-large
candidates is the weakest. But, if all the
conventional indicators are correct, the
fact that there is no contested race in the
East End and a larger turnout is expected
in the West and Central Districts, it would
not be beyond the realm of possibility
for voters to wake up the day after the
election to find that Joyce placed first or
second.

STEVE ZANNI (I) - Stephen Zanni is
presently an at-large City Councilor and is
the former President of the council. He is
running for re-election and if he wins will
be serving his third and final term on the
council.

Zanni is a former member of the
Methuen School Committee and had been
out of Methuen politics for seven years
when he was elected to the City Council
at-large in 2003.

Jennifer Kannan (l)

Zanni unsuccessfully ran for Mayor
against former Mayor Dennis Dizoglio.
He is also a former West End District
Councilor. He is married with two adult
children and one granddaughter. He has
a Master’s Degree in Administration and
is retired as a teacher and administrator
from the Hudson, New Hampshire school
system after teaching for 37 years.

Zanni was the President of the For-
est Lake Association and says he is most
proud of his record of being on the school
committee when the schools were reno-
vated and as a member of the Forest Lake
Association during the sewer renovation
project. He is a member of the Sons of
Italy, St. Alfio’s Society and very active in
his neighborhood.

Zanni was elected as the President of
the City Council in 2004 and presided
over a number of controversial meet-
ings. At one meeting, Zanni angered his
colleagues and some voters when he
allowed members of the Methuen Police
Department to stand behind councilors
during deliberations. At the time, fellow
councilors said they felt intimidated by the
presence of the police and criticized him
for not taking more control of the meeting.

Zanni also raised some eyebrows when
he voted “present” during the vote of no
confidence in Police Chief Joe Solomon
leaving many to question at the time
whether or not Zanni had a firm grasp
of the political situation with the Chief.
Those questions were set aside however
when Solomon filed a lawsuit against Zan-
ni for voting to cut the Chief’s pay when
his contract ran out later that year.

Zanni says he supported the Mayor’s
decision to place the Chief on paid admin-
istrative leave and believes that the Chief
of Police job should be removed from
civil service.

Zanni is relentless on the campaign
trail and his years of political experience
would normally make him a favorite to
win one of the three at large seats but this
is no ordinary year.

When pushed to choose which one of
the four at-large candidates will be elimi-
nated on November 3rd, most insiders say
they just cannot call this race. It is hard
to find anyone who doesn’t respect Steve
Zanni and if he loses on Election Day it is
almost a guarantee that he will continue to
work in the community as a public servant
for the people of Methuen.

There was only a 9% turnout in the
Methuen Primary in September and if the
voter turnout (low turnouts almost always
favor the incumbents) remains relatively
low on November 3rd, it spells good news
for the former the former Council Presi-
dent.

With a hotly contested race in the Ease
End between Leone, Uliano and Giorda-
no, Zanni will benefit from a high turnout
in his home precinct.

Some races this election season are
easy to call and others are a toss up. But,
this one is nearly impossible to predict

Joyce Campagnone

because of the continually evolving issue
with the budget, the police chief and the
public’s reaction to how city official have
handled change every single day.

JENNIFER AZIZ KANNAN - Jen-
nifer Aziz Kannan is a lifelong resident of
Methuen and is married to Billy Kannan,
owner of Kannan & Pricone Plumbing.
They have three children and live in the
East End of Methuen.

Jennifer is real estate agent for Coco
Early and Associates and formerly a cos-
metologist. She was elected handily two
years ago as an at-large councilor and has
been seen as an ally of Mayor Manzi since
taking office in 2007. She is often seen at
the Methuen Senior Center working with
seniors and is well liked among her col-
leagues. Kannan does not have a reputa-
tion for getting involved in controversy
or the wrangling that sometimes occurs
between councilors at the table.

Jennifer is a school volunteer in the
Methuen Public Schools and is now a
grandmother. She says she believes that
her new vision for Methuen is underway
and wants at least another term to con-
tinue some of the work she has done to
increase business in the city and bring
in more State funding for construction
projects. Kannan is concerned about the
new water rates and making sure that the
environment in Methuen will continue
to attract smaller businesses to come to
Methuen.

Kannan says she wants to make sure
Methuen streets are safe and supported
Mayor Manzi’s decision to put the Chief
on temporary leave and remove him. She
says she does not think that the Police
Chief position should be taken out of civil
service. Jennifer is running to make sure
that Methuen has the constituent service
it deserves and has fought to increase
response time to constituent calls and
complaints.

KATHLEEN COREY RAHME -
Kathleen Corey Rahme is the former
President and Vice President of the City
Council after being elected to one term as
the Central District Councilor, and serving
one term at-large.

She topped the ticket four years ago and
was considered the obvious replacement
for Manzi when he is term limited out
of office or decides not to run for reelec-
tion. Rahme has been the host of a local
cable access television program dedicated
to honoring veterans named, “A Call to
Serve”, writes a monthly column in The
Valley Patriot honoring veterans and is ac-
tive in the Trauma Intervention Program,
Saint Monica’s School and is co-founder
of the Methuen Youth Corps. She is also
active in her Lebanese church and volun-
teers her time to help various charities and
non profits in the Valley.

Rahme has authored legislation to pro-
tect local cable access, formed neighbor-
hood associations, and was critical of the
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Kathleen Corey Rahme

Greater Lawrence Technical School Com-
mittee, whose members went on what she
called “junkets” consuming alcohol and
billing taxpayers. Rahme also took excep-
tion to a former board member going on
a trip after leaving the board. Rahme was
the catalyst of several news stories ques-
tioning the appropriateness and legality of
the Tech Board’s actions.

Greater Lawrence Technical School
Committee Chairman, Ken Henrick an-
nounced two years ago that an investiga-
tion of the Massachusetts State Ethics
Commission has cleared board members
for their actions on the out of state trips
exposed by Rahme, but as a result of
Rahme’s activism on the issue, the policy
at the school was changed to prevent it
from happening in the future.

As a City Councilor, Rahme introduced
and fought for legislation at the State
House to increase the penalties for those
caught selling drugs within so many feet
of a park. But, Rahme says the legisla-
ture opposed the measure “because our
legislators are all defense attorneys” and
they do not support mandatory minimum
sentences for criminals.

Instead of doing the safe and predict-
able thing by waiting until the Mayor’s
position was vacant, Rahme took offense
at the notion in the community that she
was expected to wait her turn “like I’m at
the deli counter waiting for my number to
be called.” Rahme ran unsuccessfully for
Mayor against Billy Manzi and donated
all of her leftover campaign money to
charity.

Toward the beginning of the may-
oral campaign Rahme said that the more
people who told her “it was not her time”
or that she should wait until Mayor Manzi
vacates the office, the more she was con-
vinced that she should break tradition and
run against Mayor Manzi this year.

As someone who refuses to go along to
get along, or follow traditional political
protocols, Rahme is seen as the consum-
mate outsider even when she was holding
elected office. She doesn’t care about
polls, doesn’t pay attention to what her
colleagues want from her and takes pride
in bucking the good old boy networks,
which control the various factions in
Methuen politics.

The pundits say Rahme is the long shot
in this race but her very strong base of
support puts her in the running for one of
the three at-large seats. With Kenny Wil-
lette running for School Committee creat-
ing an open seat, Rahme has better than a
50/50 chance of capturing that seat. She
does, however need to spend some money
on mailings and do some phone banking
if she wants to make sure se gets back on
the council.

Rahme topped the ticket in the at-large
race four years ago and says if she is
elected she will continue to listen to the
people of Methuen and not the political
insiders.
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Gary Marcoux 1s up to his old tricks

Tom Duggan

VALLEY PATRIOT EDITOR

Methuen School Committeeman Gary
Marcoux is the former head of the Law-
rence teachers union back in the late 90’s.

Marcoux, was also the head of the
Science Department at Lawrence High
School while serving as the teacher’s
union President. He held both titles when
Lawrence High School lost its accredita-
tion.

During his tenure as President of the
teachers union, Marcoux was famous for
defending bad teachers and went above
and beyond the call of duty to put them
back in the classroom. Word is, since
being elected to the Methuen School
Committee Gary has continued his favor
trading ways, getting jobs for friends and
relatives and defending bad employees.

As head of the Lawrence High School
Science department, Marcoux was ac-
cused of purposely hiding science equip-
ment when the accreditation team from
the New England Association of Schools
and Colleges (NEASC) evaluated the
school.

That accusation was made by then Su-
perintendent James Scully and was even-
tually confirmed by two members of the
School Committee who found the science
equipment packed up in boxes in a storage
closet long after the NEASC team left
Lawrence. Superintendent Scully, along
with at least two school committee mem-
bers at the time, toured the high school
after the NEASC visiting team issued their
report, claiming inadequate science equip-
ment at the high school as one of the main
reasons for losing accreditation.

The Lawrence School Committee pur-
chased over a million dollars in science
equipment before that school year began.

with Tom Duggan

The accreditation team from NEASC
visited the school in January and issued
a report to pull the school’s accredita-
tion, prompting then Commissioner of
Education Robert Antonucci to /
announce that the Massachusetts
Department of Education was
proceeding with efforts to take
over the entire Lawrence school
system. y

It also prompted a politi- Y ;
cally motivated audit of all [}
expenditures by Scully and
the Lawrence Public Schools.

It was Marcoux who
worked against the Lawrence
Public Schools at every turn, &
actively and openly seeking to help Com-
missioner Antonucci and John Silber (the
head of the Massachusetts Board of Edu-
cation) to seize control of the Lawrence
school system. Marcoux met with state
officials trying to put the LPS into receiv-
ership, always meeting with them behind
the backs of the school committee and the
school superintendent and without a vote
from the teachers union.

Marcoux told members of the teachers
union at the time that their own interests
would be served if teachers in the school
system worked behind the scenes to ad-
vocate for a system-wide takeover by the
State. His hope was that the State would
defer to him and his cronies in the system
to run the schools once a State takeover
was implemented.

Marcoux was open about his motives,
too. He and Superintendent James Scully

had been locking horns for years and it
was Marcoux’s hope that the controversy
surrounding the loss of accreditation and
a possible State takeover of the Lawrence
& Public Schools would prompt the
school committee to fire Superinten-
dent Scully.
And that is exactly what happened.
An audit conducted by State Auditor
Joe DeNucci was conducted and
{ several expenditures by Scully and
\ the school committee were sud-

" denly called questionable.
e And even though every one

of those disputed expenses had
@ been approved and signed off
on by a majority of the school
board, those members who signed the
bills and voted to approve the expenses
suddenly turned on Scully to save their
own political careers.

Within days, Scully was accused of
misappropriating money by the same
school board members who defended and
approved his spending for more than ten
years.

Scully was eventually fired, but not
before Marcoux lobbied members of the
union to call school committee members
advocating for Scully’s removal.

Scully sued the school system and the
City of Lawrence, receiving the bulk of
what was owed to him in his contract.

Upon the firing of Scully, Gary Marcoux
immediately began meeting with State
officials and school committee members to
lobby for a Superintendent who would be
more to his (and the union’s) liking when

contract negotiations resumed later that
year.

Once Scully was gone, Marcoux’s
antics became more frequent and bolder.
He fought to have political supporters
appointed to lifetime positions in the
schools, actively defended a teacher who
hit a student and forced out several em-
ployees who refused to do business with
him.

Since he was an Administrator (head of
the Science Department) at the same time
he was President of the teachers union,
Marcoux was able to bully teachers who
were loyal to Lawrence High Principal
Bill Carey and Superintendent Scully.

Any teacher abused by Marcoux at the
high school ran into a brick wall when
they tried to file a grievance because Mar-
coux was the one disciplining them (as
the department head), yet their grievances
would end up going nowhere because
Marcoux would refuse to let the union
represent them in their beef against him.

Marcoux is seeking a third term on the
Methuen School Committee. His antics of
late almost seem to rival his shenanigans
when he worked in Lawrence and in fu-
ture editions of the Valley Patriot we will
be prominently highlighting all of them.

For now, the voters of Methuen have a
choice to make about whom will represent
them on the School Committee over the
next two years.

There are six open seats and eight
candidates running on the November 3rd
ballot. Choose wisely!

Tom Duggan is the president
of Valley Patriot, Inc., a former
Lawrence School Committeeman,
and hosts the Paying Attention!
Radio Program on WCAP, 980AM,
every Saturday from 10am-noon. You
can email your comments to Tdugjr@aol.com .

Fadi Chahine

Central District Councilor

A New Voice with New Ideas!

e aid for by the Comittee to Elect Fadi C

* 24 years of management skills

* Committed to the People of
Methuen

* Will listen to each citizen equally

* Supports Transparency in
Government

* Soccer Coach

* Member St. Basil’s Chruch

* Proud member of the Citizens for

a Better Government N ) \
I will carry the voices of the
residents to city hall

www.valleypatriot.com




Laborers’

Union
(LOCAL 175)

Proudly

Endorses

Bill
IViIiANZI

Mayor of Methuen

VOTE November 3, 2009

www.billlmanzi.com
.

-Paid for by Mike Gagliardi, Local 175 Laborers’ Union of North America
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