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The accreditation team from NEASC 
visited the school in January and issued 
a report to pull the school’s accredita-
tion, prompting then Commissioner of 
Education Robert Antonucci to 
announce that the Massachusetts 
Department of Education was 
proceeding with efforts to take 
over the entire Lawrence school 
system. 

It also prompted a politi-
cally motivated audit of all 
expenditures by Scully and 
the Lawrence Public Schools.  

It was Marcoux who 
worked against the Lawrence 
Public Schools at every turn, 
actively and openly seeking to help Com-
missioner Antonucci and John Silber (the 
head of the Massachusetts Board of Edu-
cation) to seize control of the Lawrence 
school system. Marcoux met with state 
officials trying to put the LPS into receiv-
ership, always meeting with them behind 
the backs of the school committee and the 
school superintendent and without a vote 
from the teachers union. 

Marcoux told members of the teachers 
union at the time that their own interests 
would be served if teachers in the school 
system worked behind the scenes to ad-
vocate for a system-wide takeover by the 
State. His hope was that the State would 
defer to him and his cronies in the system 
to run the schools once a State takeover 
was implemented. 

Marcoux was open about his motives, 
too. He and Superintendent James Scully 
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had been locking horns for years and it 
was Marcoux’s hope that the controversy 
surrounding the loss of accreditation and 
a possible State takeover of the Lawrence 

Public Schools would prompt the 
school committee to fire Superinten-
dent Scully. 

And that is exactly what happened. 
An audit conducted by State Auditor 

Joe DeNucci was conducted and 
several expenditures by Scully and 
the school committee were sud-
denly called questionable. 

And even though every one 
of those disputed expenses had 
been approved and signed off 
on by a majority of the school 

board, those members who  signed the 
bills and voted to approve the expenses 
suddenly turned on Scully to save their 
own political careers. 

Within days, Scully was accused of 
misappropriating money by the same 
school board members who  defended and 
approved his spending for more than ten 
years. 

Scully was eventually fired, but not 
before Marcoux lobbied members of the 
union to call school committee members 
advocating for Scully’s removal. 

Scully  sued the school system and the 
City of Lawrence, receiving the bulk of 
what was owed to him in his contract. 

Upon the firing of Scully, Gary Marcoux 
immediately began meeting with State 
officials and school committee members to 
lobby for a Superintendent who would be 
more to his (and the union’s) liking when 

contract negotiations resumed later that 
year. 

Once Scully was gone, Marcoux’s 
antics became more frequent and  bolder. 
He fought to have political supporters 
appointed to lifetime positions in the 
schools, actively defended a teacher who 
hit a student and forced out several em-
ployees who refused to do business with 
him. 

Since he was an Administrator (head of 
the Science Department) at the same time 
he was President of the teachers union, 
Marcoux was able to bully teachers who 
were loyal to Lawrence High Principal 
Bill Carey and Superintendent Scully. 

Any teacher abused by Marcoux at the 
high school ran into a brick wall when 
they tried to file a grievance because Mar-
coux was the one disciplining them (as 
the department head), yet their grievances 
would end up going nowhere because 
Marcoux would refuse to let the union 
represent them in their beef against him. 

Marcoux is seeking a third term on the 
Methuen School Committee. His antics of 
late almost seem to rival his shenanigans 
when he worked in Lawrence and in fu-
ture editions of the Valley Patriot we will 
be prominently highlighting all of them. 

For now, the voters of Methuen have a 
choice to make about whom will represent 
them on the School Committee over the 
next two years. 

There are six open seats and eight 
candidates running on the November 3rd 
ballot. Choose wisely!

Methuen School Committeeman Gary 
Marcoux is the former head of the Law-
rence teachers union back in the late 90’s. 

Marcoux,  was also the head of the 
Science Department at Lawrence High 
School while serving as the teacher’s 
union President. He held both titles when 
Lawrence High School lost its accredita-
tion. 

During his tenure as  President of the 
teachers union, Marcoux was famous for 
defending bad teachers and went above 
and beyond the call of duty to put them 
back in the classroom. Word is, since 
being elected to the Methuen School 
Committee Gary has continued his favor 
trading ways, getting jobs for friends and 
relatives and defending bad employees. 

As head of the Lawrence High School 
Science department, Marcoux was ac-
cused of purposely hiding science equip-
ment when the accreditation team from 
the New England Association of Schools 
and Colleges (NEASC) evaluated the 
school. 

That accusation was made by then Su-
perintendent James Scully and was even-
tually confirmed by two members of the 
School Committee who found the science 
equipment packed up in boxes in a storage 
closet long after the NEASC team left 
Lawrence. Superintendent Scully, along 
with at least two school committee mem-
bers at the time, toured the high school 
after the NEASC visiting team issued their 
report, claiming inadequate science equip-
ment at the high school as one of the main 
reasons for losing accreditation. 

The Lawrence School Committee  pur-
chased over a million dollars in science 
equipment before that school year began. 
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Gary Marcoux is up to his old tricks
Tom Duggan 
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