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Eagle Tribune cuts 52 jobs

Circulation and subscription losses result in biggest downsizing in troubled newspapers’ history

Tom Duggan

VALLEY PATRIOT REPORTER

The Eagle Tribune newspaper, head-
quartered in North Andover and owned
by Alabama-based Community News-
paper Holdings, Inc. announced last week
that at least 52 employees have been laid
off in the largest ever downsizing
measure taken by the company.

In a memo to employees, publisher Al
Getler, a puppet comedian prior to being
hired by the daily newspaper, said the
layoffs were “in response to difficult
market conditions,” and bragged in the
newspaper that the Eagle Tribune was
“the best source of news and information
in the Merrimack Valley.”

Sources within the newspaper say that
the layoffs affect at least one news
reporter and two copy editors at the North
Andover facility as well as massive cuts
in the newspapers’ circulation department
and layoffs in some of the Tribune’s
weekly newspapers such as the Derry
News.

“This was a CYA situation,” one Eagle
Tribune employee told The Valley Patriot.
“Al Getler is trying to save his own job

because his management of this
newspaper has cost us millions and the
only way he could show the company [in
Alabama] that we could be financially
viable was to immediately cut jobs to
balance the books to meet the company’s
financial goals.”

The Rogers family of North Andover
had owned the newspaper since 1898. In
2002, the Eagle Tribune acquired other
daily papers, including The Salem News,
The Gloucester Daily Times and The
Daily News in Newburyport.

Only a few short months after Chip
Rogers sold The Eagle Tribune
newspaper, employees of the daily paper
became so angry and distrustful of new
management and their lack of job security
that they filed with the Federal Labor
Relations Board to organize a union. That
effort failed by a vote of 82-52 and
employees at the paper say anyone
connected with the union issue “were
weeded out slowly or dealt with quietly.”

Since the purchase of The Eagle
Tribune on September 30, 2005 by the
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VALLEY PATRIOT OF THE MONTH:

METHUEN'S JOE BELLA

Tech. Sgt. James F. Moore Jr.

VALLEY PATRIOT HERO REPORTER

There are many reasons that Joseph G.
Bella of Methuen, is this month’s Valley
Patriot. He is a Vietnam Veteran, an
advocate of Veteran’s advancement, and a
history buff.

According to the Vietnam service
report of Corporal Joseph Bella:

‘Corporal Joseph Bella served in
Vietnam from 1966 to 1967, originally
stationed at Dong Ha near the DMZ, with
the 1*t Battalion, 40* Artillery. He was
transferred six months in country to the
3+ Battalion, 6" Artillery at Pleiku. The 1¢

Battalion, 40" Artillery was one of the
first mobile artillery units assigned to
Vietnam. Joe was with them when they
arrived.

While at Dong Ha with the 1% Bat-
talion, 40™" Artillery, Joe’s unit took part
in a support action that pinned the Viet
Cong down for 14 hours so that a trapped
Marine Recon Platoon could escape.’

The man that has an affinity for History
itself has also contributed to ideals that
make our nation Great! Joe’s is single and
happy. He is also glad that he has more
time to devote to his hobbies, since he’s
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Methuen hero Joe Bella at the 2007
Methuen Board of Trade dinner at
the Guesthouse Suites.
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