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Eagle Tribune cuts 52 jobs

Circulation and subscription losses result in biggest downsizing in troubled newspapers’ history

Tom Duggan

VALLEY PATRIOT REPORTER

The Eagle Tribune newspaper, head-
quartered in North Andover and owned
by Alabama-based Community News-
paper Holdings, Inc. announced last week
that at least 52 employees have been laid
off in the largest ever downsizing
measure taken by the company.

In a memo to employees, publisher Al
Getler, a puppet comedian prior to being
hired by the daily newspaper, said the
layoffs were “in response to difficult
market conditions,” and bragged in the
newspaper that the Eagle Tribune was
“the best source of news and information
in the Merrimack Valley.”

Sources within the newspaper say that
the layoffs affect at least one news
reporter and two copy editors at the North
Andover facility as well as massive cuts
in the newspapers’ circulation department
and layoffs in some of the Tribune’s
weekly newspapers such as the Derry
News.

“This was a CYA situation,” one Eagle
Tribune employee told The Valley Patriot.
“Al Getler is trying to save his own job

because his management of this
newspaper has cost us millions and the
only way he could show the company [in
Alabama] that we could be financially
viable was to immediately cut jobs to
balance the books to meet the company’s
financial goals.”

The Rogers family of North Andover
had owned the newspaper since 1898. In
2002, the Eagle Tribune acquired other
daily papers, including The Salem News,
The Gloucester Daily Times and The
Daily News in Newburyport.

Only a few short months after Chip
Rogers sold The Eagle Tribune
newspaper, employees of the daily paper
became so angry and distrustful of new
management and their lack of job security
that they filed with the Federal Labor
Relations Board to organize a union. That
effort failed by a vote of 82-52 and
employees at the paper say anyone
connected with the union issue “were
weeded out slowly or dealt with quietly.”

Since the purchase of The Eagle
Tribune on September 30, 2005 by the

TRIBUNE, page 10

SECTION 1 AROUND THE VALLEY

Editorial/Opinions................ 2-3
National.........ccccooeeeeeiiiiiieeeeeee, 4,5 & 32
Thinking Outside the Box ................ 5
LaWrence......coovvvieiiiiiiiiiien 6-13
Haverhill................................ 14
North ANdOVET..........ccoueeeecieeeeee e 15
Duggan’s Notebook............... 16-17
Local Cartoon........ccccooveviiiiiiiiinnn.
Lowell.....oooooii
Dracut......ooooiiii
Your Pets......coovviiiiiiiiieieee, 22-23
Veterans........coooviiiiiiiiiiiin... 24-27
Valley Patriot of the Month..................
Kids & Education...............cocoiiiiini.
Methuen.........coooooiiii 29-31
Classified......cccoviiiiiiiiii 34-35

SECTION 2 HEALTH & FITNESS

Dr. Rustum, The Doctor is IN.....................
Dr. Rallie McAllister...........ccocooeiiinnnnn..
Fitness....cooooiiii
Innovation Valley, A Healthy Earth..............
A Healthy Soul, (Spiritual)..........cccccecvveeennne
The Waiting Room-Puzzles......................
Pentucket Medical.....................oooiL

INSIDE

“Dash” is back
from vacation

Puppy Love
with Kate
Whitney

Page 23

Methuen Mayor
Bill Manzi’s
Notebook

Page 25

Thinking Outside
the Box
Dr. Charles Ormsby

Page 5

Dr. Rustum from
Pain Management
Center at LGH
Page 37

Don’t miss our expanded
Health and Fitness Section

VALLEY PATRIOT OF THE MONTH.

METHUEN'S JOE BELLA

Tech. Sgt. James F. Moore Jr.

VALLEY PATRIOT HERO REPORTER

There are many reasons that Joseph G.
Bella of Methuen, is this month’s Valley
Patriot. He is a Vietnam Veteran, an
advocate of Veteran’s advancement, and a
history buff.

According to the Vietnam service
report of Corporal Joseph Bella:

‘Corporal Joseph Bella served in
Vietnam from 1966 to 1967, originally
stationed at Dong Ha near the DMZ, with
the 1*t Battalion, 40* Artillery. He was
transferred six months in country to the
3+ Battalion, 6" Artillery at Pleiku. The 1¢

Battalion, 40" Artillery was one of the
first mobile artillery units assigned to
Vietnam. Joe was with them when they
arrived.

While at Dong Ha with the 1% Bat-
talion, 40™" Artillery, Joe’s unit took part
in a support action that pinned the Viet
Cong down for 14 hours so that a trapped
Marine Recon Platoon could escape.’

The man that has an affinity for History
itself has also contributed to ideals that
make our nation Great! Joe’s is single and
happy. He is also glad that he has more
time to devote to his hobbies, since he’s

HERO, page 27
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Methuen hero Joe Bella at the 2007
Methuen Board of Trade dinner at
the Guesthouse Suites.
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! EDITORIAL §

Every Day is 9/12

September 11, 2001 was the worst attack on American soil in

our nation’s history.

On that day, those calling themselves Islamic jihadists declared
war on America and flew two airplanes into the Twin Towers and
the Pentagon killing over 3,000 Americans.

Today it seems that many Americans have forgotten the feelings

we shared on that tragic day.

Feelings which, on 9-12, temporarily forced us to change our
way of thinking about our own vulnerability, and the reality of the
threats against us around the world.

We say that many Americans have forgotten the feelings (and
lessons) of that day because, while watching both the Democrat
and the Republican conventions, we notice that only the
Republican convention speakers talked about that 9-11 tragedy
and the real threat we continue to face in our war with self-

identified Islamic terrorists.

While the Democrats barely uttered a word about 9-11 and
global terrorism, here’s what former New York Mayor Rudy
Giuliani had to say during his speech:

“For — for four days in Denver, the Democrats were afraid to
use the words ‘Islamic terrorism.” | imagine they believe it is
politically incorrect to say it. | think they believe it will insult
someone. Please tell me, who are they insulting if they say

‘Islamic terrorism’? They are [afraid of] insulting terrorists! Of great
concern to me during those same four days in Denver, they rarely
mentioned the attacks of September 11, 2001. They are in a state

of denial about the biggest threat that faces this country. And if
you deny it, and you don’t deal with it, you can’t face it! John
McCain can face the enemy. He can win, and he can bring victory

for this country.”

During the Saddleback Church debate last month, both Barak
Obama and John McCain were asked to define evil.

While Obama focused on the evil that walks the streets of
America, McCain clearly detailed the “axis of evil’, 9-11, Osama
Bin Ladin and fighting Islamic terrorism until it is defeated.

There is a clear difference in this presidential race when it
comes to dealing with terrorism, identifying evil and calling evil by

its name.

And while many American’s have slipped back into the pre-9-11
mentality, believing that negotiating with evil men can keep us
safe it is critical that the rest of us continue to remember the
feelings we had and the resolve we were committed to on 9-12.

In fact, we are suicidal as a nation not to think of (and feel like)
every day as 9-12, or forget how those 3,000 plus Americans lost

their lives.
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"THIS JUST IM,.. WE HADNO CLUE WHAT WE WERE TALKING ABOUT WITH ALL
OUR PREDICTIONS.)”

LLETTERS

To: Tom Duggan

In the July 2008 Issue (Volume 5,
Issue7) of the Valley Patriot you
published an article “Lawrence non-
profits own $427M”. In this article you
state that

“At a time when the city of Lawrence
receives little more than $40 million in
property taxes to run a $240 million
municipality The Valley Patriot has found
that the NON-taxable income of non-
profits in Lawrence exceded $515
million, while the property assets of non-
profits in Lawrence (also NON-taxable)
reached nearly $428 million.”

In regards to the Lawrence Rod and
Gun Club your information is incorrect.
While we do not pay an income tax we
do pay property tax. The organizations
property is made up of contiguous land in
Lawrence and Andover, and paid in the
year 2007 a combined property tax total
of $4,818.90. In the area of receipts taken
in our income for the year 2007 was
$35,620.00, but what you fail to realize is
our operating expenses of $33,826.74,
$1,793.26 is a small margin from
operating in the red.

Also, in other respects the organization
offers services back to the community at
no charge, to name a few:

1. A person does not have to be a
member to shoot trap at the club, this

event (operating 4 times a week) is open
to the public at a flat rate to all, reference
the attached link:

lawrencerodandgunclub.org/gctrap.html.

2. The club sponsors Hunter Safety
Courses free to the public administered
by MassWildlife (the Massachusetts
Division of Fisheries and Wildlife, http://
www.mass.gov/dfwele/dfw/education/
hed/hed home.htm) in the areas of Basic
Hunter Education, Bow Hunter
Education, and Black Powder Education.
The instructors for these classes which
last from two to six evenings (depending
on the subject matter) are MassWildlife
certified Master Instructors who donate
their time and are Lawrence Rod and Gun
Club members.

3. Every year the Lawrence Rod and
Gun Club closes its pistol/rifle range for
three weeks to allow the Lawrence Police
Department the use of the range, so that
they can annually qualify each of their
officers in the use of firearms.

If you have any questions please feel
free to contact me.

Charles W. Chory, Treasurer —
Lawrence Rod and Gun Club,
cwctreasurer@earthlink.net - 978 687
9504 Ext. 7

To the Editor:

Over 2,000 homeless children in
Massachusetts have the opportunity to
play, learn and grow through Playspace
Programs located in over 140 homeless
shelters throughout the state.

For the past two years, the
Commonwealth has provided about half
the funding to run the Playspace
Programs.

Thanks to state
legislators such as Representatives
Campbell and Golden, who lobbied for
continued funding in the Budget recently
signed by Governor Deval Patrick, as
well as the strong support of the Patrick-
Murray Administration and the

leadership of the Massachusetts House
and Senate, the Commonwealth will
continue to make this investment.

We would like to take this opportunity
to publicly thank these elected officials
for going to bat for homeless children
and their families.

Readers interested in more information
about the Playspace
Programs and volunteer opportunities
with Horizons for Homeless Children can
visit our website at
www.horizonsforhomelesschildren.org.

Susan Whitheead
Board Chair
Horizons for Homeless Children
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To the Editor,

Thank you for taking the time to write
the Jimenez article in the Valley Patriot.
You are right about other military
families being out there. Our son is
currently on his second tour in Iraq and
even our Lowell Sun paper was in their
faces taking pics of crying families just
getting info. I cannot remember their
names but it is absolutely shameful and
disgraceful. I told my husband that
everyone had better stay the hell away
from us if this happens to us. I am not
having some phony politicians saying
stuff to me when they are against the war
and some stupid reporter trying to get a
story when my heart is being ripped out
of me.

The reporter you wrote about was
totally exploiting the family. I am so
angry about this.

Vanessa Nocella proud mother of
LCPL Michael A Nocella USMC

To the Editor:

Both the content and tone of the Valley
Patriot’s August editorial entitled
“Hidden Agenda, The Democrats secretly
want higher energy prices,” was way off
base. There is certainly plenty of room
for debate about how best to achieve
American energy independence.

But accusing Congresswoman Niki
Tsongas of wanting higher gas prices and
being deceptive towards her constituents
by advocating for diversification of our
energy portfolio certainly does not advan-
ce the dialogue around this critical issue.

Many of the conclusions that the Valley
Patriot draws are simply false. The paper
says Tsongas’ assertion that excessive
speculation has played a role in the
dramatic rise in gasoline costs is
“unsupported and unlikely.” Even John
McCain has said, “When you have
enough speculators betting on the rising
price of oil, that itself can cause oil prices

to keep on rising. And while a few
reckless speculators are counting their
paper profits, most Americans are coming
up on the short end.”

Furthermore, in the paper’s eagerness
to defend oil companies and their strato-
spheric profits, they fail to mention that
our own Department of Energy has re-
cently stated that oil drilling in the Arctic
National Wildlife Refuge will decrease
the cost of a barrel of oil by about $1 - in
the year 2030.

We need real relief at the pump. Our
energy policy should be much more than
recycling the failed policies of the past.

I applaud Congresswoman Tsongas for
advocating for a broad portfolio of alter-
native forms of energy in addition to in-
creased domestic oil production, as a
means to curb our dependence on foreign
oil.

Linda Harvey, Methuen

To the Editor,
A Great Loss

I extend my condolences to the family
of Sct. Alex Jimenez as well as to the
families of the other 4100+ Americans
who have died as a result of the Iraq War.
I also extend my condolences to the
families of the more than 200,000 (by
conservative estimates) Iraqi civilians
who have died as a result of the Iraq War.
I just have one question for the flag
waving "patriots" who have supported
this President and this war; exactly what
is it that these people died for?

Ken Hajjar - Londonderry, NH
(Lawrence born and bred)

EDITORS NOTE: they died freeing
50 million Arabs from the oppression of
Saddam Hussein and the Taliban. As
Martin Luther King once stated;
injustice anywhere is injustice
everywhere.

A Rational American Energy Policy

Now is the time for innovative
solutions to America’s energy problems.
In the past three years the cost of gasoline
has risen from $1.89 per gallon to more
than $4.00 per gallon. Three years ago
my commute to Marlborough cost me
$2000 a year in gasoline, and this year
the commute would cost close to $5000
without the savings I get from carpooling.

We need someone representing us in
Congress who understands the impact of
our nation’s approach to energy, someone
who can propose viable, practical
solutions to a rapidly increasing expense
that is hurting everyone on the North
Shore. The burdensome spike in oil costs
is the result of complex factors that
require a multi-pronged solution to
effectively address our short term and
long term needs.

It will take at least twenty years for
America to migrate to alternative energy.
The American infrastructure depends on
oil. Nearly every family has at least one
gasoline powered car, and most families’
homes are not within walking distance of
public transportation. To weather the
harsh New England winters, most of our
homes are heated with oil or gas.
Assuming that a cheaper energy solution
suddenly became available, the

changeover costs would be prohibitive
for most households: as much as $40,000
per family to replace automobiles, and
another $10,000 per family to replace a
home heating system.

For the short term, America’s highest
priority is managing the price of gasoline
and oil. The data (International Herald
Tribune, May 14, 2008) is showing that
our use of oil has dropped significantly
since the price of oil has risen. We are
carpooling, using public transportation,
and driving slower to reduce costs. These
consumer-based initiatives are helpful
(and are happening without government
edict), but conservation alone cannot
keep pace with oil prices’ continuous rate
of increase.

To begin bringing immediate relief, the
United States Congress must use the
strategic oil reserve to manage oil prices.
The reserve contains 700 million barrels
of oil, and was created during the 1974
oil crisis to provide America with the
means to balance the oil markets during
times of short supply.

With prices increasing rapidly in 2008,
it is time to sell some of this reserve into
the open market, adding to the supply of
oil on the market. Since the reserves are

located close to US refineries, this oil will
rapidly find its way into the US market.
Congress should specify that the timing
of these sales should be managed to
disrupt the speculators of oil futures by
releasing the large quantities of oil
without warning into the market. Since
speculators buy oil futures in anticipation
of short supplies and high prices, an
unexpected increase in supply will cause
the price to drop. With the price drop,
speculators will lose money on their
investment, and look elsewhere for
speculative investments.

Another short term solution is to repeal
provisions of the Energy Policy Act of
2005 that require ethanol to be added to
gasoline. This corn-based product is not
an efficient fuel. It is expensive to
process, reduces gas mileage and
increases smog, while it boosts grocery
prices by taking acreage away from food
production.

The mid term solution is to increase the
supply of oil on the market by the
responsible drilling of oil in ANWR. It
will take 3-7 years for newly drilled oil to
arrive on the market. The United States
Geological Survey estimates that there
are 10 Billion barrels of oil in ANWR,

about 25% of the available oil in the
United States. Hurricane Katrina’s path
through the oil fields in the Gulf of
Mexico without a single oil spill
demonstrates that we have the technology
to drill without environmental damage.

For the long term, America needs to
develop alternative energy solutions. This
current energy crisis is already propelling
and accelerating innovative research.
Even existing solutions that were not cost
effective when compared to $40 per
barrel of oil are now viable alternatives
compared to $150 per barrel oil. For
instance, solar and wind power are
beginning to complete with oil at the
current prices. The variety of solutions
could increase phenomenally in the next
few years, provided that we encourage
innovation.

America’s free market must be ready to
reward teams and individuals who
develop cheaper, more efficient energy
solutions. As such, we need to maintain a
strong patent system to encourage
inventors to investigate energy solutions.
We need to minimize regulations and
allow inventors and companies the
freedom to innovate.
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I was just thinking

Paul Murano

VALLEY PATRIOT COLUMNIST

Why aren’t the Olympics as exciting as
they were when we were kids?

Remember how exciting the
Democratic and Republican conventions
were before they became scripted four-
day infomercials?

What ever happened to Peking? Bejing
seemed to displace it out of nowhere.
Somewhere there must be a world of
forgotten pronunciations where Peking,
Shiite, and Uranus reign.

Isn’t it poetic justice that words like
Uranus and harassment remain awkward
regardless of which syllable they try to
accent?

I guess Manny will have to be Manny
on a coast that doesn’t seem to notice.

When quotas become the rule in the
NBA will we finally achieve equality?

Would women even like men if they
knew what they were involuntarily
thinking 80% of the day?

Why is it that we don’t trust machines
to count votes but we entrust our lives to
them at 30,000 ft. above the earth?

Is no one bothered that Oprah had the
power to choose who could be the next
president?

Why is it considered rude to ask the
two simple questions, Yes we can what?
And Change what?

Have you noticed that those who
preach tolerance are the most intolerant
among us?

Why would John McCain condemn
Russia’s invasion of Georgia by saying
nations don 't occupy other nations in the
21" century — while American troops
occupy Iraq?

Can anyone imagine Walter Cronkite or
Frank Reynolds stating on TV that they
felt a chill running up their leg at the
sound of a candidate’s voice?

Cynics are certain that there can be
certainty about anything.

Relativists claim it is wrong to say
there is a right and wrong; and it is good
to deny there is good and evil.

Since contemporary culture has
rejected natural law it has become
impossible to teach right and wrong.

Have you noticed that all those who are
for abortion rights have already been
born?

Isn’t it curious that the richer the
individual or nation is the more they are
apt to choose suicide?

Why is it that when 40 became the new
30 average family size went from five
children to 1.7?

As western countries depopulate to the
point of cultural suicide, is there any

question that “the pill” is the new fruit of
the tree of the knowledge of good and
evil (Gn 2:17)?

Why all of a sudden do preteens and
older women need to be sexy? Whatever
happened to the iconic grey-haired plump
grandmother that everyone loved for her
matronliness and lack of ego?

Is it any coincidence that when women
gave up their role of civilizing men
society has become less civil?

When will western society wake up
from its immature adolescence to realize
once again that marriage untainted by
premarital sex is the foundation of any
healthy society?

Why is it that sitting in a classroom is
valued more than playing in the woods?
And why do we allow homework to stifle
a child’s natural creativity, wonder, and
imagination?

When college became the new high
school it got much more expensive.

Aren’t you getting a little tired of
offended people? Isn’t it high time that
an organization called People Offended
by Olffended People, or POOP, becomes
the next watch dog interest group?
Perhaps their slogan could be, Don *
whine or you'll be pooped on!

Do rats ever give a human’s ass about
anything?

Why is it that most people who are up
in arms about Obama not protecting
human beings born alive from failed
abortions would remain silent if those
same human beings were killed a little
earlier by successful abortions?

When independence is valued more
than interdependence the weak and
vulnerable become victims.

Why isn’t it obvious anymore that the
term same-sex marriage is an oxymoron
like round square or married bachelor?

As pornography has displaced drugs as
the addiction of our age, where is the
government’s War on pornography?

And why is porn called “adult” when it
is the ultimate in immaturity regarding
human sexuality?

When people of faith and people of
reason become the same people - the
world will be transformed.

And as nations compete for prominence
in the 21% century, which of the enemies
of love — fear, anger, or apathy - will
crumble first: the fear of China, the
anger of the Middle East, or the apathy of
the West?

Paul Murano teaches
theology and philosophy
at Assumption College
and Northshore
Community College. He
is also a co-host of The
Paying Attention! Radio
Program on WCAP. You

can E-mail Paul at PJDM@aol.com

Remembering George Carlin

Mark Palermo

VALLEY PATRIOT COLUMNIST

I was thinking back over the past
summer and the death of comedian
George Carlin. In the 1960’s, I first heard
Carlin’s routine, “Seven Words You
Aren’t Allowed to Say on Television,
I considered it boring and infantile.
Carlin broke the barrier against cursing
on television, which unfortunately
contributed to the potty-mouthed
coarseness and lowered standards that are
now commonplace. [ have mixed feelings
about Carlin; he was crude and vulgar,
but now I realize he was so much more.

”

and

I changed my opinion of Carlin, and
the way it happened was mysterious- as it
always is when the presence of the
unconscious mind emerges to reveal the
impostor inside me and you, the place
where all our visions meet. The
unconscious is a great trickster and
manipulator of human beings, especially
those smug humans who, in their
egotism, think they have their world
under control. (If you want to make God
laugh, tell him your plans for the future.)

But back to Carlin. I was in the Haver-
hill library when I spotted a George Car-
lin CD on the shelf. I took it on impulse,
although I had never borrowed a comedy
CD in my entire life. Two days later,
driving to Boston, I put it on, not expect-
ing much. But I was surprised to find my-
self laughing out loud, and I realized then
how funny the guy is.

I got home later, had supper and went
to my office to check my email. The first
thing that came up was “George Carlin,
dead at 71.” Carlin had been in show
business for 50 years, yet I discovered
him the day he died.

The unconscious mind doesn’t speak in
words, but rather in dreams, intuitions,
visions, memories, and meaningful -
amazing-coincidences, which C.G. Jung
termed synchronicity, one of the pillars of
his life’s work. I have been loaded down
lately, and I had asked the Higher Power
to show me how to carry the burdens of
life more gracefully. And on the road to
Boston, I received my answer.

I laughed so much at Carlin’s jokes, I
could actually feel the endorphin hormo-
nes releasing in my bloodstream. I felt
lighter. How could I have not thought of
it before? I made the decision then to
seck laughter every day, even when there
appears nothing to laugh about; not to
seek to become a child again, but to cul-
tivate humor in the face of all the storms
of life. Carlin swore a lot in his perfor-
mances, and it’s too bad that for some, his
name is associated with cursing. Nowa-
days, of course, almost all comedians
overdo it. The problem with excessive
cursing is that the public always requires
a “rougher grade of sandpaper” to be en-
tertained. With vulgarity, a little can go a
long way, but maybe some people need
rough sandpaper to blow off the world’s
contradictions. Carlin was so intelligent
and clear thinking, his performances so

PHOTO: COURTESY

loaded with underlying truth and resona-
nce that the curse words were only secon-
dary component of his absurdist humor.

Carlin became more relevant as an old
man, and continued to attract young
people to his performances. What comes
through after listening to his material, is
the black humor of a sensitive, intelligent
human being who was angry at
institutional religion, mass media and
government, and profoundly disappointed
at the wasted potential and missed
opportunities of the human race.
Underneath the coarseness, Carlin had a
lot going on in his performances.

Unlike Andrew Dice Clay, for example,
where all you get is cursing and
misanthropy -which is funny for about
ten minutes- Carlin’s persona could
morph rapidly, almost imperceptibly from
a gravelly voiced tavern blowhard, to a
slick radio announcer, to a sober
intellectual to a 1960’s stoner to a raving
maniac. He could challenge society’s
sacred cows, make you laugh, and come
away seeing things from a different angle.

As to my mixed feelings about Carlin-
the barrier he broke was not about mere
words- as if words could ever be “mere.”
With the right words you can win love,
advantages, friendship, money and more.
And with the wrong words you can lose
them in about five seconds.

The barrier Carlin broke had to do with
the corruption of language- which leads
to the degeneration of a culture. The
danger is that some future generation may
find their vocabulary reduced to only one
angry four letter word- and people will
have forgotten how to tell each other who
they are and what they need and desire
from each other.

And about those mysteries of the un-
conscious, which brought Carlin’s humor
into my orbit. I have heeded its promp-
tings. I need to laugh more. We all do. It
has been said that life is a tragedy to
those who feel, and a comedy to those
who think. I thank George Carlin for
helping his generation think and-because
everything, after all, is connected- for
making me rediscover the value of
humor.

Mark Palermo is a
professor at Northern Essex
Community College in
Haverhill. You can email him
at markpalermo@gmaiil
.com. Visit his website at http://
markpalermo.tripod.com
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Can America survive an Obama presidency?

Dr. Charles Ormsby

VALLEY PATRIOT COLUMNIST

Obama’s political philosophy places
our lives, fortunes, prospects, and
liberties in jeopardy. Obama is wrong on
practically every aspect of economics,
from tax policy to ubiquitous government
intervention and regulation. And he
embraces a “smiley face” foreign policy
that disregards every basic, hard-earned
lesson of history.

Is it possible that America can survive
four years of radical, far-left, un-
American policies with an inexperienced
president who is both ignorant of history
and naive about foreign policy? Possibly,
but we will almost certainly pay a very
heavy price.

How Obama’s policies will
undermine our economy

Low marginal tax rates and a minimum
regulatory burden are key elements of a
successful economic policy. This
relationship is borne out in every
economic study comparing tax/regulatory
burdens and subsequent economic growth
rates. It is not a claim — it is a fact.

BIDEN ON OBAMA: “I think he can
be ready, but right now I don’t believe he
is. The presidency is not something that
lends itself to on-the-job training.”
(August 2007 debate) When asked about
this statement at a subsequent debate,
Biden reiterated his view of Obama’s
readiness, saying, “I stand by the
statement.”

Governments do not create wealth
themselves, as socialist experiments have
consistently proven. But they can cause
economic decline by increasing taxes and
regulations, or they can accelerate
economic growth by cutting taxes and
regulations.

So how does Barack Obama measure
up on an “encourage economic
prosperity” scale? Does he support low
taxes or seek to reduce the regulatory
impediments to growth?

No, on all counts. Obama views
government as little more than a
mechanism to take property from some
and give it to others — after the
bureaucrats, of course, get their share of
the spoils.

Compare our corporate tax rate with
the average rate imposed by the 29 largest
developed countries outside the U.S. Our
tax rate (almost 40%) is 50 percent higher
than the average of these other developed
countries (see nearby figure from the
Wall Street Journal) and is the second
highest rate behind only Japan. Ireland,
one of the fastest growing economies, has
a corporate tax rate of only 12.5%.How
will this impact the competitiveness of
our economy? Will it lead to faster
economic growth, or slower growth?

296 Chelmsford St. - Chelmsford
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More, or fewer U.S. jobs? Will new
investments and jobs come to America, or
disappear overseas?

Other countries have figured this out.
Over the last decade they have lowered
tax rates and, as a result, their economies
have taken off. From Ireland to the
emerging economies of the Pacific Rim,
perceptive leaders are reducing the
burden of government on the private
sector ... not increasing it.

Nine of the 29 developed countries
have reduced corporate taxes in just the
past 18 months. They want our capital,
our jobs, and our growth.

Lower Than America

The combined (state plus federal) LS. corporate tax
rate compared to the average rate of 29 developed

countries
5%
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Will Obama’s devotion to teachers
unions provide greater choice,
competition or quality in education for
your children? Will his unwavering
support of trial lawyers lower the cost of
products, healthcare, or insurance ... or
just line their pockets at your expense?

Add Obama’s support of greater
unionization (including taking away the
right of workers to a secret ballot) and of
government healthcare, not to mention
the nightmare of a mandated carbon
trading system, and it will be a miracle if
our economy doesn’t grind to a halt.

But weakening the U.S. economically
represents less than half the risk of an
Obama presidency.

Why Obama risks our
nation’s existence

We don’t just have
economic competitors, we
have real enemies. Evil
regimes, tyrants and
terrorists that seek to
conquer or kill us.

L5, corporate tax rate

Obama doesn’t grasp this
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or he believes that our
enemies are just misguided
and he can talk some sense
into them.

Hillary on Obama:
“Voters will judge whether

1981 83 E£5 &7 B9 91 92 9% 97 99 01 03 05 07

Source Tax Foundation

Obama will see that they get them.

Obama also wants to raise personal tax
rates to over 50 percent while returning
the death tax in 2011 to the obscene
levels that existed a decade before. But
increased taxes are just part of the Obama
economic disaster.

P living in a foreign country

at the age of ten prepares
one to face the big,
complex international
challenges the next President will face. |
think we need a President with more
experience than that.” (November 20 in
Shenandoah, lowa)

The trouble with Obama’s perspective
is that our enemies are not only evil, they
often are much craftier than we are. They
know we are a well-meaning people and
they understand that we react badly to

Hillary on Obama: “Voters will judge whether living in a
foreign country at the age of ten prepares one to face the big,
complex international challenges the next President will face. 1
think we need a President with more experience than that.”
(November 20 in Shenandoah, lowa)

For Obama, if a societal problem
cannot be solved by raising taxes, then
the answer must lie in new regulations,
increased union power, or entitlements.

Don’t we have enough regulations?
Economists understand that complex and
expensive regulations smother small
businesses ... the very sector of our
economy that creates the greatest number
of new jobs. But excessive regulations
damage economic growth across the
board, from healthcare to energy.
Speaking of energy, try to drill for oil or
build a refinery or a nuclear plant. Be
serious!!

978-256-7997

valleypatriot.com

American casualties and news reports of
messy suicide bombings.

It is precisely these tactics that Al
Qaeda and Iranian terrorists counted on
to defeat us in Iraq. Obama pandered to
the political forces that succumbed to
these tactics. Had we followed his advice,
our defeat would have been assured and
Muslim extremists would have gained a
stranglehold on the entire Gulf region
and, in turn, on Europe. The future of
western civilization hung in the balance
and Obama failed the test. John McCain
ignored political pressures and pointed
the nation in the right direction. We are
safer today because of McCain’s wisdom
and courage.

Barack Obama thinks American foreign
policy can be governed by “playground
rules.” You know, play nice, hold hands,
and no bullying. If you remember Jimmy
Carter, you get the picture.

If elected, here are Obama’s new play-
mates: Osama bin Laden, Bashar Assad,
Mamoud Ahmadinejad, Kim Jong-il,
Vladimir Putin, Hugo Chavez, and Mul-lah
Omar ... a bunch of really nasty thugs.

PHOTO: TOM DUGGAN

Dr. Charles Ormsby of the
North Andover School Committee

We might as well elect Goldilocks to
teach the Bloods and Crips to turn in their
weapons and stop being such meanies.

Unfortunately, the stakes are much
higher as evidenced by numerous recent
events such as:

* Underground nuclear testing by
North Korea

* The alliance between North Korea
and Syria to develop nuclear weapons

* The dramatic acceleration of the
Iranian nuclear program

* The testing by Iran of long range,
nuclear-capable missiles and missile
launches from cargo ships putting the
U.S. mainland at risk

* The Russian invasion of U.S. ally
Georgia and nuclear threats against
NATO

We live in a very dangerous world and
we cannot afford to place someone, who
may be well intentioned but helplessly
naive, at America’s helm.

When our enemies strike, they will try
for a knock-out punch. Radical Islamic
regimes such as Iran and Syria - plus
Stalinist regimes such as North Korea -
must be denied nuclear weapons even if it
means a pre-emptive strike by the U.S. or
our allies. And Russia must fully
understand that we will not sit idly by if
they attack or try to intimidate our allies.

Americans are not aggressors by
nature. We believe in fair play and
economic competition. But our enemies
are aggressors and they believe in the use
of deception and force to get what they
want. Our leaders need to understand
these cold, hard realities and come ready
to defend America’s legitimate interests.

Obama lacks experience and is
critically deficient in both his
understanding of economics and his
appreciation of the threats we face
abroad. If he is elected, the damage
inflicted on our country could be
immense and, most likely, irreversible.

Let’s not throw away the precious gifts
of freedom and liberty that were handed
down to us by the last dozen generations.
We must preserve them for our children
and future generations.

Remember this when you go to vote on
November 4%,

Dr. Ormsby is a member
of the North Andover
School Committee. He is a
e graduate of Cornell and
. has a doctorate from MIT.

‘ You can contact Dr.
Ormsby via email: cormsby@comcast.net
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All Things Sicilian brings a touch of
Sicily to the Rest of the World

Tom Duggan

VALLEY PATRIOT REPORTER

With customers from all over The
Valley and all over the world, All Things
Sicilian has moved it's operations form
Union Street in North Lawrence to Sal’'s
Riverwalk Properties on Merrimack St.,
in South Lawrence, just a few feet away
form the Route 495(S) off-ramp at the
North Andover line.

Owner, Al Zappala, says he and his
partners first opened the store in North
Lawrence but impending construction
was about to severely hamper his
customers ability to get to the store.

All Things Sicilian is actually three
companies according to Zappala; the

store at Riverwalk, a wholesale company

and an internet company
(wwwe.allthingssicilian.com) where All
Things Sicilian ships Italian food
products to every single state in the U.S.
and several foreign countries.

“As you know from the history of the
sweat shops in Lawrence, they [Italian
immigrants] were all exploited,” Zappala
said. “So, when we opened the first All
Things Sicilian store we put it right there

every month. They’re very popular, they
always sell out. And my wife Olga
coordinates our Italian language program
which we do once a week and now we
are starting Italian for kids. So it's a labor
of love for my whole family and the
families of my partners.”

“Plus you have no idea how many
emails and letters | get from people who
have never made the trip to Italy and say
reading my writings about the trips we
take to Italy makes them feel like they
took the trip with me which people really
enjoy and for me is very gratifying.”

Zappala says that his mission is not just
to promote the food and culture of Sicily
but to promote a positive message about
Sicilians. “It's important for people to
understand that not all Sicilians are
Mafioso. What we are trying to do is
show people the good side of Sicily and
the Sicilian people.”
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All Things Sicilan is now located at 500 A Merrimack Street in Lawrence,
at the Rlverwalk Complex. The store has moved from Union Street in
North Lawrence because the Duck Bridge is scheduled to close for a
two year renovation.

“Over there it's 20% unemployment.
There’s been a critical drain, a mass exo-
dus of kids because there aren’t any jobs
in Sicily, so we are creating jobs here and
over there and it's something to really be
proud of. Someday | will retire there.”

sense to take up space at Sal’s [River- exclusive distribution agreements with

Zappala says that shortly after 9-11 he

on Union Street because we felt it was anvalk], it's closer to the highway, and Sal them and began the process of developifgas in Italy and went to one of the

appropriate place; right in the heart of all
the sweat shops. It took off right away
and it captured the imagination of the
people in the area.”

“But, the reason we decided to move
here to Riverwalk,” he continued, “is
because they’re closing the Duck Bridge
for repairs for two full years. With 95%
of our business coming from Route 495
or from the Andovers, and since we get
very little business from the city of Law-
rence itself, we needed to make a move

and | have been friends for a long time.” their products. None of them had done
business in America so, basically the

nutritional fact information on the labels
had to be translated and we had to get

“| have partners in The Valley who are approvals from the FDA. It was a very
of Sicilian ancestry,” he said. “including lengthy process.” the base to see the men and they are
Dr. Tom Torrisi with a Dental Practice i_n To get just one product up and always grate_ful that one qf their
Mgthuen Dr. Steve Zappala whose Oﬁ'ceoperational takes a ton of dough. Just ongountrymen is so supportive.

Is in Andover. You see, our anc_e_stors product in terms of label development is
come from the same town in Sicily. My very expensive and extremely time

grandparents worked in these sweat Shoeﬁnsuming. Now we have Marshalls and
for 50 years. Our ancestors did this in therJ Max are distributing our products

American military bases to show the men
stationed there how proud he was of their
service and wish them luck. “We made a
lot of good friends there, and now every
time we go back | make a special trip to

Zappala says that All Things Sicilian
immediately took on “a life of it's own.”

All Things Sicilian also serves as a
coffee house on weekend evenings for
aspiring musicians and entertainers.

so that we could be conveniently located €arly-mid 20th century to give the next nationally and we have become a reliable To order custom made Italian food,

for our walk in customers. It just made

“It's important for
people to understand
that not all Sicilians
are Mafioso. What we
are trying to do is show
people the good side @
Sicily and the Sicilian
people.”

=

-Al Zappala
All Things Sicilian

generation a chance to succeed in life
here in America.

sign up for Italian language classes or
learn more about the culture of the
Sicilian people you can visit All Things
Zappala has about 6,000 subscribers t&jcilian on line at

s newsletter and “literally thousands of www.allthingssicilian.com.

people” from all over The Valley who

distributor of Italian food products that
keep people coming back for more.

“I'm a lawyer here and in Italy,” he
explained. “There are a lot of people Whohi
have family in Sicily whose ancestors die

or have land in ltaly _that they want to come to the store for one reason or
buy, or have a I_egal ISSUe over ther_e. ! .another. “But it's not just about food,”
partnere(_ll up W'th aman ”?‘med Gr'm_ald'Zappala added. “We try to enhance
whose wife was |r_1fl_uent|al in economic people culturally. Five years ago we
development_ln Sicily and we targe_ted started at our cooking demonstrations.
about 15 businesses and we negotiated We have them on the third Sunday of

(978) 687-7986 |
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