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Non-profit organizations in Lawrence own $427M in assets, all of which are non-taxable

At a time when the city of

Lawrence receives little more than

$40 milion in property taxes to run a

$240 million municipality The

Valley Patriot has found that the

total NON-taxable income of non-

profits in Lawrence exceded  $515

million, while the property assets of

non-profits in Lawrence (also NON-

taxable) reached nearly $428

million.

For a complete list of Non-
Profits, their listed assets
and incomes see page 16.

Jose Cruz of TD BankNorth on Broadway in Methuen receives Rotarian
of the Year by outgoing Salem/Methuen Rotary President Andy Carace
of Pest End Exterminators on Pelham St., Methuen
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A boyhood attraction to trains,

electronic gadgets, and Morse code

earned Jeremiah (Jerry) Sullivan a ticket

to see Europe by air. Actually, it was

numerous tickets; they were for a B-17,

and the reception wasn’t very friendly.

Jerry was born and grew up in

Lawrence. He graduated from Lawrence

High School in 1943, knowing that the

Army had plans for him.   First, the Army

sent him to basic training in Biloxi,

Mississippi. After Jerry acclimated

himself to the oppressive heat, the Army

decided (based on Jerry’s aptitude for

electrical systems and Morse code) that

he would enjoy wintering in Sioux Falls,

Please see page 17
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O P I N I O N S

LETTERS
Dear Editor:

On behalf of the Merrimack River Feline

Rescue Society, I would like to thank

everyone for braving the hot weather to

attend the MRFRS’s Strut for Strays. This

is one of the society’s largest fundraisers

for the year. The event raised more than

$10,000 to fund our emergency care for

the many homeless cats and kittens in our

region.

I would especially like to thank our

lead sponsors, The New England Society

for Abandoned Animals, Bell Appraisals,

Chase and Lunt Insurance, Tangorra

Wedding Planning, Rochester

Electronics, Home Again Microchipping,

Pampered Pet Service, and Tapparo

Capital Management for making this

event so successful.

We had many folks that worked hard to

raise money for our efforts. During the

day we held a moment of silence for

those pets lost in the Peabody apartment

fires and we were honored to accept a

$2000 donation in their memory from

Simpson Housing, the apartment’s

management company.

I also want to thank WHDH TV

Anchor Randy Price for coming and

heading up the walk. He was a real sport

about walking the

three-mile route in 95 degree heat.

Finally, I would like to thank

all of the businesses that had booths and

our other sponsors. Your support is

wonderful.

Thanks again to all of the walkers,

volunteers and supporters of the MRFRS.

We hope to see you all at this year’s

FurBall event in October.

Stacy LeBaron

President, Merrimack River Feline

Rescue Society

To the Editor,

As we all enjoy the Celtics winning the

NBA championship, something that had

not been accomplished in 22 years, I

can’t help but make a connection between

that and the new Lawrence City Council

passing a Fiscal 2008-2009 budget on

time.

While there were no late night flights

to California, the members of the new

city council’s budget and finance

committee did spend many late nights

wading through a large complex budget

amidst a negative, national economic

environment and pressures from the

Department of Revenue –  not to mention

the worsening real estate and mortgage

markets. Like the raising of banner #17,

this accomplishment has not happened in

many years. This might seem to be an

over statement or an exaggeration, but

just take a second to remember the

budget process of last year, and the year

before, and the year before that….

 The work of this new council has truly

given Lawrence a much needed break

from a summer of negative front page

articles, worsening city worker moral,

and the usual reprimands and threats from

the state. That is not to say that this is a

perfect budget. We have a ways to go in

the budgeting process before we get to

where we all would like to be, however, it

is nice to see us getting some of the

fundamentals right. Plus, this will also

give the city a few months to catch its

breath before it begins to face issues of

equal, and as great, importance.

Not to take anything away from the

others that worked on this budget and that

eventually had to take votes to get it

passed; but like the addition of key

players to a struggling team made the

difference for the Celtics, It is important

to point out the addition of new

councilors Dave Abdoo, Frank Moran,

and Roger Twomey and their impact in

this process. Although they had their

differences on this budget, they

participated in this process in a way I

have not seen since Julia Silverio ran the

Budget and Finance committee with Gil

Frechette. They have truly changed the

tone and professionalism of the City

Council for the better. It just goes to show

you that government can work when we

elect experienced, educated and

committed individuals.

Finally, we have a summer free of

worrying whether a budget would be

passed at all and whether Lawrence

would spend most of the early fall in grid

lock. Like the Celtics winning #17, it is

appreciated.

 Daniel Rivera, Lawrence Resident

America’s most important freedom has finally been affirmed. In a
brilliant and scholarly decision prepared by Justice Antonin Scalia,
joined by Justices Roberts, Kennedy, Thomas, and Alito, the U. S.
Supreme Court held that the Second Amendment guarantees “the
individual right to possess and carry weapons.”

Scalia explored the issue from every perspective, from the
Amendment’s historical context and the original intent of the
founders, to word usage of the late eighteenth century. They all
pointed to one conclusion: American citizens have the right to
keep and bear arms. Case closed!

While no one disputes that this right does not extend to felons or
the insane, the decision is unambiguous about its application to
mentally fit, law-abiding, adult citizens.

Appropriately, it was the Washington, D. C. gun ban that was the
basis for this decision – a law that denied, among others,
vulnerable, poor, black women the right to protect themselves
from drug pushers, thieves, and rapists. The right to bear arms
cannot be denied because of race, gender, or income level. A gun
is the great equalizer and the poor, weak and defenseless among
us cannot be denied this critical human right.

In Massachusetts, police chiefs are given nearly absolute dis-
cretion over who should be issued gun permits. That discretion
should now be limited to determination of age, citizenship, mental
fitness, and the absence of a criminal record - all based on objec-
tive standards. Arbitrary judgments should no longer be allowed.

Based on this Supreme Court ruling, the Massachusetts
Legislature should immediately pass a “Shall issue” firearms law
that ensures firearms permits are issued unless an applicant fails
one of these objective standards. While the burden of proof
regarding age and citizenship should be on the applicant, the
burden of proof for any other basis for disqualification should be
on the state. Under the proposed law, if an applicant meets these
standards, a permit to possess and carry must be issued.

Recognizing the right of Massachusetts’ citizens to keep and
bear arms is long overdue. Failure to do so is now undeniably
UNCONSTITUTIONAL.

Randy Price of 7 News poses with

Merrimack River Feline Rescue

Society’s mascot Sylvester at the 13th

annual Strut for Strays 3-mile walk
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It is Time for Massachusetts to Pass

a “Shall Issue” Firearms Law

Grisel Silva Should Resign
Six months ago Valley Patriot editor Tom Duggan called for the

resignation of Grisel Silva from the Lawrence City Council saying,
“If she does not resign there will be more law breaking and more
scandals because it is clear she has let the power of being an
elected official go to her head.”

Here we are, six months later and Silva’s disregard for the law
continues to give Lawrence a black eye in the Boston media. Silva
should do what is right for the City of Lawrence that she says she
cares so much about and resign from the council until she can
learn to behave herself in public.
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speech to be compromised. We have become a watered

down people in America. We are even afraid to say the

Pledge of Allegiance because someone in hearing range

might be upset by it.

I hope you will consider this. I am tired of not being

able to cheer for my son’s team because someone may

feel bad. I am tired of not being able to tell a student she

has the wrong answer. Instead, I am encouraged to say

“let’s see if someone has a more correct answer.” I am

not some ultraconservative freak of any kind. I just get

tired of the PC song and dance.

Sincerely, M.E. Maloney

L E T T E R S

Readers respond to interview with Methuen Muslims
To the Editor:

“Methuen’s Muslims Speak Out” is a fair-minded

attempt by The Valley Patriot to offer this predominantly

Turkish community a chance to be heard. But why are

no females represented? And why do the participants

prefer not to divulge their surnames? These questions

aside, some of the statements made by these seven male

members of the mosque need to be addressed.

Islam and terrorism are two separate entities, except

when their paths cross in crowded marketplaces, on

subway trains, and on airplanes headed for iconic

American buildings. Historically, most notably in Turkey

and its predecessor the Ottoman Empire, Islam and

terrorism have been used against “giavours” (infidels),

both Christian and Jew, in forced conversions and

periodic massacres, culminating in the 1915-1923

Armenian Genocide in which an entire Christian

population was forced from their homeland and up to 1.5

million lost their lives.

When Yusef says, “We have an obligation to speak out

against any wrong,” you can bet that the atrocities

against the Greeks, the Armenians, the Jews, the

Assyrians, and more recently against the Kurds aren’t

included in that list. Turkey has never owned up to its

crimes against ethnic minorities, especially non-

Muslims, within its borders.

As to the term Jihad, its use is certainly subject to the

particular cause of the group using it. Their caliphs and

prophets may have forbidden the killing of women, old

men and children, but countless thousands of them have

been brutally killed, and it is still happening today. As to

those who had taken refuge in monasteries and churches:

“Let them be safe in their place of refuge.” These are

empty words in light of the number of churches that

were doused with kerosene in order to burn to death the

huddled families trapped inside.

State-sponsored terrorism and the variety practiced by

extremists are both evils that we have not been able to

rid the world of. True, there are extremists in all

religions. But history has shown the use of terrorism,

including brutal massacres, suicide bombings,

beheadings, and airplane hijackings, as a response to

perceived political, cultural or religious wrongs, largely

has been the domain of Muslim fundamentalists and

their sympathizers.

One would hope that when The Valley Patriot returns

to the Selimiye Mosque for further discussions, the issue

of ethnic cleansing, religious persecution, and genocide

denial will be openly addressed.

Ms. Loosigian of Lowell

Dear Mr.Duggan,

I just finished reading your article “Methuen Muslims

Speak Out.”

I must tell you I was extremely offended by remarks

made by those interviewed. As a practicing Catholic of

41 years, I was very insulted by the remark “How do

you know the priest who is not a pedophile versus one

[who ] is, they dress the same, they read from the same

book?” Remarks like this hurt all Catholics!

To correct the damage I feel these type of remarks

cause, you could schedule an interview with me and

some of my fellow Catholics. After that interview you

could then schedule another one with whatever group is

subsequently offended by that article. Another idea you

might instead try is to do an article on how ridiculous

the world, with USA in the forefront, has become.

Everyone is offended by something someone says or

writes at one time or another. We have become so

extreme in the fight to be politically correct that

everyone is apologizing to everyone all the time. We are

so afraid feelings will be hurt, or that we might be sued

or boycotted that we have allowed our freedom of

Pick up
The Valley Patriot at...

(at the Loop & on Broadway Methuen)

Stop & Shop and CVS stores

Mann Orchards in Methuen

ALL Sal’s
Pizza
Locations

& 400 other locations throughout the Valley
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John McCain must learn
economics

"I believe there needs to be a thorough
and complete investigation of speculators
to find out whether speculation has been
going on and, if so, how much it has
affected the price of a barrel of oil.
There's a lot of things out there that need
a lot more transparency and,
consequently, oversight."

Those are the words of presidential
candidate John McCain (http://
tinyurl.com/6eauvh). This man is the
Republican?

There's more.

"I am very angry, frankly, at the oil
companies not only because of the
obscene profits they've made but at their
failure to invest in alternate energy to
help us eliminate our dependence on
foreign oil. They're making huge profits
and that happens, but not to say, 'We're in
Sen. McCain must have meant it when he
said, "I know a lot less about economics
than I do about military and foreign
policy issues" (http://tinyurl.com/7pfca).

I doubt that speculators are responsible
for much of the run-up of oil prices. Why
didn't they run them up sooner? Besides,
there are too many other explanations:
increased demand from China and India,
the declining dollar and Middle East
tensions.

Even if speculators did play a role,
what McCain apparently doesn't
understand is that speculators perform a
valuable service. Most people don't
realize this because on the surface
speculators don't seem productive. They
buy what already exists and resell it. How
does that help society?

In fact, the hated speculator is a good
guy because his buying and selling

reduce volatility and uncertainty in an
unpredictable world. He may only be out
for his own profit, but that doesn't matter.
As Adam Smith wrote, "It is not from the
benevolence of the butcher, the brewer or
the baker that we expect our dinner, but
from their regard to their own interest"
(http://tinyurl.com/68rura).

The prices of commodities often
change unexpectedly, making business
risky. The speculator brings a degree of
certainty to otherwise risky ventures.
When supplies of a commodity are
plentiful and prices low — but
speculators expect the price to rise later
— they buy — cushioning the collapse of
prices. When supplies become scarcer
and prices rise, they sell — easing the
shortage and lowering the price. Also,
speculators may agree to buy a
commodity in the future for a price
locked in today. This reduces the risk for
an oil producer or farmer who fears
investing because he doesn't know what
price his product will sell for next year.

As a result of these activities, volatile
supplies and prices are evened out over
time. Occasionally, speculators increase
volatility. Markets are never perfect.
(Although they are better than
government regulation.) But in general,
speculators increase liquidity and keep
the market on a more even keel. This
makes long-term planning easier for
everyone.

It would be nice if McCain would
finally learn some economics.

John Stossel is co-anchor of ABC News' "20/20"
and the author of "Myth, Lies, and Downright
Stupidity," which is now out in paperback. To find
out more about John Stossel and read features by
other Creators Syndicate writers and cartoonists,
visit the Creators Syndicate Web page at
www.creators.com. COPYRIGHT 2008 BY JFS
PRODUCTIONS, INC. DISTRIBUTED BY
CREATORS SYNDICATE, INC.

John Stossel
SYNDICATED COLUMNIST

It is widely reported that women suffer
depression at twice the rate of men.
Apparently, more women are clinically
depressed than ever before. On the
assumption that these assessments are
true, the question anyone interested in the
subject — which means anyone who
cares about any woman — asks is, why?

In a recent column I offered one
explanation — the impossibly high
expectations for happiness that feminism
created for many women.

There are other possible explanations.

One is the way in which many girls
have been raised.

As every wise person and wise culture
in history has known, it is impossible to
attain any happiness without conquering
one's nature. This is, of course, equally
true for boys and girls, men and women.
However, along with feminism arose a
belief in the superiority of female nature.
One result of this has been the
suppressing of many male instincts —
both negative and positive — along with
little or no suppression of negative female
instincts.

Societies and parents always knew that
it was imperative to teach boys to control
two aspects of their male nature — their
sexual desires and their predilection for
violence. So all of us decent men were
taught from a young age to touch a
woman sexually only with her permission
and to channel our physical aggression
into sports or into helping to fight evil by
joining a police force, or the military, or
by being prepared to physically defend
innocents. Men who did not learn to
control these aspects of male nature not
only became bad men, they became
unhappy men. Happiness is attainable
only when we control our nature and not
when our nature controls us.

Societies and parents also always knew
that it was imperative to teach girls to
control their natures — in particular their
predilection to be ruled by their emotions.
Women who allowed their emotions to
rule them not only became destructive (to
members of their families first and
foremost), they became unhappy women.

However, with the advent of
contemporary feminism and other social
trends that coincided with the rise of
feminism — among them the elevation of
compassion over standards, the great
emphasis placed on feelings, the rejection
of patriarchy and the devaluation of
traditional masculine virtues (like
subdued emotional expression) — female
nature came to be seen as far less in need
of discipline than male nature.

So, while society continued to teach
boys to control themselves, it stopped
teaching girls to do so. Girls' emotions
and feelings were inherently valuable.
And denying this was attacked as sexist,
if not misogynistic.

Consequently, the women many of
these girls grew into lacked the ability to
control their natures, to control their
emotions, or their moods, and therefore
lacked the facility to engage in the self-
control necessary for happiness and the
avoidance of depression. Another aspect
of feminism that has probably contributed
to many women's unhappiness was the
rejection of femininity.

Feminism was more often the
celebration of masculine virtues (for
women only, alas) than the celebration of
feminine virtues. The latter were usually
dismissed as weak, passive,
underachieving or even oppressive. There
are scores of examples. One is the
rejection of feminine dress — a girl who
attends class at almost any high school or
college wearing a skirt or dress is an
anomaly. Another is coarse speech. A
generation ago, men refrained from using
curse words in front of women. Today
many young women curse as readily as
men (I have probably seen more women
than men drivers make an obscene
gesture at other drivers). Such behaviors
were inconceivable when women were
expected to act feminine. And, of course,
the "liberated" female's celebration of
casual sex, throughout history associated
with male nature, is the antithesis of
femininity.

This loss of femininity may well have
contributed to many women's depression.
Though in our foolish age femininity is
often identified with weakness, it was in
fact empowering for many women,
giving them a distinct power and identity
that was unavailable to men. Women are
not generally happy being largely
indistinguishable from men.

Which brings us to yet another cause of
unhappiness among women — the effects
of all the above on men. Women are
generally happier when they have a good
man in their lives. And by "good man," I
mean not only devoted and kind, but
masculine as well. Yet the prevailing
egalitarian doctrines have conspired not
only to undermine femininity in women
but masculinity in many men. Just as
women were supposed to forge feminine
virtues, men were supposed to relinquish
masculine virtues, which have been
derided as sexist, oppressive, patriarchal
and, therefore, anachronistic.

However, once again, things did not
work out for many women as feminism
had led them to expect they would. The
dearth of masculine men has not brought
most women happiness, but unhappiness.
Those who do not believe this should
simply ask single adult women looking
for a husband what their greatest problem
is with the men they meet. "They are not
men," is the single greatest lament. Not
"they are not egalitarian enough" or "not
sensitive enough."

And women without men are not, as
the old feminist saying went, fish without
bicycles. They are women without men.

The 1960s ushered in The Age of
Hubris, a time of almost unprecedented
levels of conceit that one knew better
than all previous generations how to
order life, that almost everything
inherited from the past was just plain
wrong and outdated. For this hubris we
have paid, and will continue to pay, a
steep price. And many women, untrained
in subduing darker aspects of their
natures, deprived of the female joy of
femininity and increasingly deprived of
men (as opposed to boys), are feeling the
brunt of these losses. They call it
depression.

Dennis Prager hosts a nationally syndicated
radio talk show and is a visiting fellow at the
Hoover Institution at Stanford University. He is the
author of four books, most recently "Happiness Is a
Serious Problem" (HarperCollins). His website is
www.pragerradio.com. COPYRIGHT 2008
CREATORS SYNDICATE, INC.

Why are so many women
depressed?

Dennis Prager
SYNDICATED COLUMNIST
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Impotent and knee deep in mud
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is NOW

What ever happened to the “can do”
attitude in America? We are acting like
pathetic children: whining about our
problems but seemingly incapable of
solving them.

We are the society that tamed the
American wilderness, defeated the Brit-
ish, invented an enduring constitutional
republic based on individual freedom, a-
bolished slavery, built the Panama Canal,
won two World Wars, defeated Commu-
nism, and led the world to prosperity
based on a free-market economic system.
We tamed malaria, polio, smallpox, and
tuberculosis. We invented ninety percent
of the world’s life-changing inventions
from the telephone, radio, and light bulb
to the airplane, television, copy machine,
computer, and Internet. Did I forget to
mention that we sent men to the moon?

But several problems plague us year
after year after year. They never go away
and we seem to be making no progress.

Center stage lately is the “Oil Crisis” or
“Energy Crisis,” which has been festering
for over thirty years. Other lingering
failures are: education, healthcare, and
Social Security.

These are not our only problems, but
they seem to be the BIG ones and the
only ones that just keep going and going
like the Energizer Bunny.

Question: What do these problems
have in common?

Answer: They are all problems that the
GOVERNMENT has created and which
the government puts “off-limits” to free-
market solutions. The government has
sold us a lie: “Only BIG
GOVERNMENT can fix these problems.
No private solutions allowed!”

What are prohibited, in each case, are
all sensible avenues to a solution. The
havoc that results from continuing failure
becomes fodder for campaign speeches,
new programs, increased taxes, and
additional government regulations.

I cannot remember a time when
America was as stuck on failure as we are
today.

Each of these problems has a relatively
straight forward solution and can be
solved within a decade or less if the
government would just stop perpetuating
them.

Let’s look at these four problems one at
a time:

EDUCATION: There is nothing new-
fangled about education. There is no need
to invent anything in the classroom. We
don’t need a billion dollars for new
computers, or new government teacher
certification programs, more mandated

testing, or readiness programs. And we
certainly do not need any new “schools of
education” to promote mediocrity in core
academic subjects.

The solution is to let parents and
students control their own educational
dollars. Their goals and our goals are
aligned: better educational outcomes. The
same cannot be said for the special
interests represented by the teachers’
unions, education colleges, and special
education providers.

After the parents and students are put
in the driver’s seat – via vouchers or
“education stamps” – some educational
institutions will prosper and expand while
others will fail. The vast majority of
students will succeed, but a few will not.
We live in and want to remain in the real
world, not in a make believe world where
we foolishly attempt to ensure that “no
child is left behind” by merely slowing
down the bus.

If liberals don’t want to take advantage
of education vouchers, fine. Just give
them to intelligent independents and
conservatives. Let the liberals figure it
out later.

HEALTHCARE: Anyone who is
serious about this problem knows the
solution. It is not a secret; it is obvious.
We have high healthcare costs and poor
service because healthcare consumers
have no significant motivation to avoid
costs and have no way to punish those
who provide poor service.

A recent personal story illustrates this. I
am one of those rare people that have a
high deductible medical insurance policy.
Recently, I had a scheduled procedure
and was told by my doctor that I could
have it done at a local hospital or at a
nearby clinic.

Since I would be paying the bill, I ask-
ed what the costs were for the various op-
tions. He looked at me like I had three
heads. He had no idea and had never been
asked. I then asked the doctor’s, the hos-
pital’s, and the clinic’s billing depart-
ments and my health insurance com-
pany’s claims department. Each was
dumbfounded and none knew the cost,
but they all promised to find out. I won’t
bore you with the succeeding dozen or so
calls, but I finally found out that the
procedure in the hospital would cost me
three times what it cost in the clinic. After
determining that the quality of service
and risks were not measurably different, I
chose the clinic. So what do we learn
from this? We learn that costs almost
never play a role in deciding if or how a
procedure is per-form-ed. Most patients
pay almost noth-ing out of pocket, so
they never question whether a procedure
is worth having done. There is no cost
difference if they decide on the more
expensive venue … so, why not indulge?

Consumers and providers have little or
no motivation to control costs. Any
efforts by government bureaucrats to
constrain costs are effectively opposed by
highly motivated special interests that
benefit directly from high prices. So costs
continue to sky-rocket.

Similar facts play out in almost all
healthcare decisions. Until consumers
routinely trade off costs and some
combination of quality/efficacy/
comfort/convenience, the motivating
force for improving healthcare while
moderating costs will be missing.

The only way to accomplish this is to
move towards Health Savings Accounts
(HSAs), coupled with high-deductible
insurance for catastrophic medical events.
Such a system rewards both healthcare
consumers and providers for making
sensible healthcare decisions.

RETIREMENT: Social Security is a
bad deal for just about everyone except
the politicians, who enjoy spending the
current Social Security “surpluses” and
look forward to raising taxes when the
surpluses turn into deficits. Since nobody
benefits from the current Ponzi scheme
except politicians, they have to scare the
old folks every time someone touts
private retirement accounts while hoping
the younger generations aren’t paying
attention.

With the old people frightened and the
younger generation listening to their
iPods at the beach, the status quo seems
safe. Of course, it is those under 40 who
should be frightened, not retirees like
myself.

Moving from the current system, which
immediately spends your withholdings, to
a system of private savings accounts with
returns averaging 7-10% annually is the
only long-term solution. Isn’t this
obvious?

Young people have a choice: They can
get taxed into poverty while building no
assets under the current system as the
ratio of retirees to workers approaches
2:1 … OR they can build a nest egg that
they will own, that will probably grow
into the millions, and that they can pass
on to their children when they die.

Older folks also have a choice: Settle
on a set of guaranteed benefits now while
letting the younger generation save for
their retirements … OR risk a revolt by
the young that puts all Social Security
benefits at risk.

ENERGY CRISIS:  The world is flush
with energy resources and the people,
capital, and technology needed to harvest,
refine, and distribute them affordably.
Our current energy shortage and high
prices are the result of GOVERNMENT
interference in the market. Government

can’t fix these problems; it needs to get
out of the way.

If you consider uranium, oil, and
natural gas within U. S. territories or
under our continental shelf, along with
coal, shale oil, and tar sands - not to
mention the over-rated wind and solar
energy sources - we are drowning in
energy resources. If we opened the
floodgates, oil futures would quickly
drop to under $50/barrel.

Couple this increase in energy supplies
with demand reductions due to such
technologies as plug-in hybrids (using
cheap nuclear power for recharging) and
we could send the Saudi sheiks back to
camel herding.

None of this requires environmental
Armageddon. The technologies needed to
keep environmental damage in check are
well understood. In fact, in many instan-
ces eliminating current restrictions on do-
mestic drilling and the building of nuclear
power plants will reduce oil spills, carbon
emissions, and other environmental
hazards. Yes, a few reindeer may become
steaks for the construction crews, but SO
WHAT?! Would you rather freeze to
death some winter as you walk to work?

Do we need change? Yes, we do.

Our biggest problems are a direct result
of government programs and regulations
championed by liberals that only serve
the special interests and consistently fail
everyone else.

The change we need is to get the
government out of the way and let the
needs, aspirations, creativity, and hard
work of the American people solve these
problems through the miracle of free
markets.

Oh, and I’ll have my reindeer steak
medium rare!

296 Chelmsford St.  - Chelmsford

978-256-7997

N A T I O N A L

Dr. Ormsby is a member
of the North  Andover
School Committee. He is a
graduate of Cornell and
has a doctorate from MIT.
You can contact Dr.

Ormsby via email: cormsby@comcast.net
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HARDWARE
MAIN STREET

North Andover

We Repair  Window & Door Screens

Broken Screen BUGGING you?

We Can Fix it!

* Over 40 years of Expert Experience
* We do all of our Own Repairs in our OWN Shop!
* Others send their screens out to poor quality fly-by-night shops, NOT US!!!

* All of our work is guaranteed 100% - We’re not happy until YOU ARE!

136 Main St. North Andover * (978) 683-4351 -
* Special Seasonal Hours - Open Daily, 7-5:15 * Sunday 9:30 - 1pm   (through June15th)

We’ll Match Your
Existing Aluminum
or Fiberglass
Screen

* We Repair/Rebuild Wooden
   Screens & Doors
* Broken Screen Frame?

Missing Pieces?
No Problem!
WE FIX THOSE TOO!

YOU CAN TRUST US!

And Sliding DoorAnd Sliding DoorAnd Sliding DoorAnd Sliding DoorAnd Sliding Doors Ts Ts Ts Ts TOO!OO!OO!OO!OO!

Paula Porten’s North Andover notebook
Paula Porten

VALLEY PATRIOT COLUMNIST

N O R T H  A N D O V E R

Town of North Andover needs volunteers
Tracy Watson

N.A. SELECTMAN

Save Gas, Shop
LOCALLY in

Downtown North
Andover!!

Do you know what makes New

England \unique?

It is not only that we still use a Town

Meeting form of government, but also

that our local governments depend upon

community volunteers to help us get their

work done!  It is truly amazing the

number of people who come forward to

volunteer their time, expertise and skills

to our community.

As of June 30th, the Board of Selectmen

and the Town Manager appointed

approximately 75 people to various

boards and commissions…but like Uncle

Sam (Happy 4th of July!) We are still in

need of a few good (wo)men!!

Town Government Review Committee:

North Andover’s current Town Charter

has not been reviewed since 1985 and it

is time that we ensure our government is

working as effectively as it can.

This committee is a critical and newly

formed committee with a charge to

review the Town Charter and form of

government and to evaluate whether any

changes would be beneficial to the Town.

Small differences can make huge

impacts, so I implore interested parties to

come forward and help with this

important process!

The Community Preservation

Committee oversees and makes

recommendations to the Town regarding

the Community Preservation Act.

This Act provides a funding source,

which can be used to address affordable

housing, acquisition and preservation of

historic buildings, and landscapes as well

as the creation and support of recreational

opportunities.

The Cultural Council is a grant

program of the Massachusetts Cultural

Council. Members meet and decide how

to distribute grant monies to projects in

the arts, humanities and interpretive

sciences.

The Old Center Historic District

Commission considers new construction,

reconstruction, alterations, relocation and

demolition of all exterior architectural

features of buildings and structures

within the district.

The Recreation Council oversees the

youth recreation program.  While

thinking of this, don’t forget that the

Children’s Show will be held again this

year every Tuesday & Thursday, July 8th

thru August 21st at 10:00 a.m. at the

Blasidell Center at the Middle School.

Band Concerts are scheduled Sunday

nights at 6 p.m. beginning July 13th thru

August 24th in the grass area adjacent to

Hayes Stadium.

The Youth Services Board of Directors

oversees the daily operation of the youth

center and promotes programs and

opportunities for our youth.  They also

assist with raising funds and long-range

planning.

The Solid Waste Advisory Committee

educates and advises the Board of

Selectmen and residents on solid waste

removal methods and opportunities.

Expect to see this committee expand their

horizons…it will be an exciting time to

join!

The Housing Partnership Committee

encourages and helps facilitate the

creation of affordable housing

opportunities within North Andover

through education and outreach.

I haven’t forgotten the schools!  They

too are in need!  In particular the School

Committee’s newly formed Athletic

Subcommittee.

This committee will be developing a

business plan for generating sustainable

fund raising to cover budget deficit costs

in the Athletic Program.  Please contact

School Committee member Chris Nobile

at c.nobile@comcast.net

For all other interested residents please

contact Town Manager, Mark Rees at

978-688-9510.

And remember….get involved! The

world is run by those who show up!

There’s a new sheriff in town

Can a North Andover police officer

walk into a local liquor establishment and

have bottled alcohol opened without any

search warrant? We are not sure but

apparently that is one of the perks or

being a North Andover Selectman/

Licensing Board Commissioner. And

since the North Andover Board of

Selectmen voted last month to appoint

members of the police department as

official agents of the Licensing Commis-

sion to carry out enforcement of liquor

law violations in the town, one has to

wonder what the role of the North

Andover police officer is now.

When North Andover police officers

were asked about being agents of the

licensing commission, they said that they

were still waiting specific direction on

their responsibilities. This is the first time

the Town has brought the police

department under the auspices of the

licensing commission.

 Will Thomson parents need choice?

According to the School Committee

discussions last week, it appears that

Thomson School will likely fail to meet

the “No Child Left Behind” adequate

yearly progress(AYP) standards for the

second year in a row. If that is the case,

then all students/parents of Thomson

School must be given at least two other

schools in the district that they would

have the option to send their students to.

They would indicate “first” and “second”

choice. The Town would try to

accommodate their first choice, but could,

based on available resources, give them

their second choice. If the school they

end up at is more than two miles from

home, the Town would have to provide

transportation, otherwise transportation

would be the parents’ responsibility.

Thomson school failed to meet AYP last

year and the school committee and many

parents are speculating that they will fail

the ELA portion of MCAS this year,

thereby failing AYP two years in a row.

But, as a parent of two children who went

through the Thomson School, I wonder

how many parents will actually move

their child. I always felt that Thomson

was a “family” with many parents

actively involved in school functions. It

was great last year to see Thomson

parents fight for extra money for

teachers. With my second child finishing

at Thomson last month, it was bittersweet

at the 5th grade night, saying goodbye to

everyone.  I have to say that my two

children were taught well at Thomson

and my elder currently thrives at the

North Andover Middle School. I have

every reason to believe that my younger

one will also. So, this will be a very

difficult decision for Thomson parents. I

am glad not to have to make it.

Cyber bullying concerns continue

As a result of parental concerns and an

article in The Valley Patriot, the North

Andover Middle School held a forum on

cyber-bullying in conjunction with the

Essex County District Attorney’s office

and The North Andover Police

Department. The goals were to impress

upon the students the importance of

protecting one’s identity when on the

internet, to discourage cyber bullying,

and to teach students safe practices while

on the computer. According to our

sources in the school, most kids took the

lecture seriously and many students

followed the direction of the D.A., going

home and deleting personal information

on their profiles such as names, pictures,

where they go to school, etc. One student

said that what she heard was “scary” and

that she was glad to learn the information.

The students also learned to stay off of

“my space” and that you need to be 16 to

join. Thank you DA John Blodgett,

Officer Tracey, and the North Andover

Middle School for continuing to keep

cyber bullying in the forefront and

keeping kids informed of the dangers of

the internet. We hope that the students

spoke with their parents after the forum

to keep an open dialog on what they are

doing when on the computer.

Paula Porten is an

attorney and former

member of the North

Andover Finance

Committee. If you

have a news tip or any

additional information about this story,

please email her at plporten@comcast.net
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John Michitson was a Haverhill city councilor for 10 years;

the last 2 as president. He is a manager and electrical engineer

at the MITRE Corporation in Bedford, Mass. John and his wife,

Heidi, are enjoying the childhood of their 7-year-old daughter

and 9 year-old son. email: michitson@mitre.org

Seth  Itzkan is president of Planet-TECH Associates, a

consulting  agency identifying innovations in economic

development. Recently, Mr. Itzkan helped The Boston Foundation

to  conceptualize and implement its Hub of Innovations tool.  You

can email him at seth.itzkan@gmail.com

The Innovation Valley initiative seeks to help stimulate economic growth and quality-of-life enhancements in the Merrimack Valley.  Every month we will report on innovative

businesses, practices, and ideas that are helping to make Merrimack Valley the place to be.  Look for our article in print media and online at www.ivalley.org.

G R E E N  V A L L E Y

Breakfast!Breakfast!

The North End Deli
is NOW Serving

95 Common St.,  Lawrence, MA
phone - 978.688-3539 * fax 978-688-3559

“With the addition of financiers, you now have an emerging

green building eco-system in the Merrimack Valley which

relies on the trades and companies like All-Pro that are

operating under the radar in the global economy.”

354 Merrimack St., at Sal’s Riverwalk

Lawrence, MA 01843

Tel. 978.685.9700  *   Fax 978.685.9701
MA Mortgage Broker #MB 4520

• Licensed by the NH Banking Dept.

Steve Sirmaian
Chief Operations

Manager

steve@firstinteg.com

“First in Rates, First in Service”

www.firstinteg.com

Cell: (978) 771-2906

24-hr.

The University of Massachusetts/

Lowell prepared a report last December

entitled: “Clean Tech - An Agenda for

a Healthy Economy” to help the

Merrimack Valley region engage in the

clean technology economy.

The Clean Tech project identified

specific economic opportunities within

five areas - safer alternatives, green

buildings, emerging materials, clean

energy, and materials reuse.

This article addresses an emerging

eco-system of the trades, research and

development, manufacturing and

workforce development that is

spawning green building in our region.

While we constantly listen to stock

market reports about the exciting new

technologies that are driving the green

and clean economy, the local trades are

quietly playing a key role in this

emerging global industry.

All-Pro Solar, a Division of All-Pro

Electric in Haverhill, is an electrical

contractor who has transformed into

residential and commercial solar

installation contracting over the past

couple of years. Its business-savvy

President, Michael Harrington, had the

foresight to establish a wide variety of

partnerships, mostly within the

Merrimack Valley, to forge ahead in

this brave endeavor that now provides

10% of company revenues with a

projection to double that in the next

year. The company currently has 65

employees.

Dave Turcotte, Senior Program

Manager, Center for Family, Work and

Community at the UMASS/Lowell

believes that increasing demand for

green building in the Merrimack Valley

is a key enabler to take the green and

clean economy to the next level. And

that’s exactly what Mr. Harrington

intends to do. According to the All-Pro

President, the value proposition for

going solar is strong. “Now is the time

to take advantage of the generous

residential and commercial rebates

being offered as an incentive to go

solar. In addition, the government is

offering substantial tax incentives. And

you can help protect the environment,”

he said.

So how does an electrical contractor

migrate to solar power, with wind

turbines next in line – by establishing

many partnerships. All-Pro installs

solar panels from several

manufacturers, including Evergreen

Solar of Marlboro, who recently

expanded into the Devens eco-

industrial park.

Mr. Harrington also hooked up with

Solectria Renewables of Lawrence that

designs and manufactures premium

efficiency, high reliability power

electronics and systems for renewable

power generation. Most notably, All-

Pro uses Solectria’s photovoltaic

inverter which changes direct current

(DC) from a solar cell array to

alternating current (AC), synchronizes

with the public utility grid and feeds

the energy back into the grid. This is

very cool stuff - home grown in the

Valley.

All-Pro, a fully certified solar energy

installer, established  a key  partnership

with the Massachusetts Technology

Collaborative (MTC) Renewable

Energy Trust to leverage State and

Federal government incentives,

including State rebates for small and

large solar systems, and State and

Federal tax incentives.

As an example, MTC’s incentives

enabled the rooftop solar installation at

Osgood Landing in North Andover

which featured Evergreen solar

modules and Solectria’s inverter.

According to MTC, it is expected to

produce 117 MWh of electricity per

year and to pay for itself in about 4 or 5

years and will further provide decades

of free electricity.

In order for All-Pro to continue to

prosper it must continuously train its

workforce to keep up with green and

clean technology trends. It relies very

heavily on vocational schools such as

Whittier Regional Vo-Tech and Greater

Lawrence Regional Vo-Tech to be their

farm system. In fact, All-Pro currently

employs two interns from each of the

schools.

While the Vo-Techs feed the

installation contractors, UMASS/

Lowell, Merrimack College and

Cambridge College are pumping out

scientists and engineers for research

and development companies like

Solectria, and Northern Essex

Community College is preparing the

technicians needed in manufacturing

companies such as Evergreen.

With the addition of financiers, you

now have an emerging green building

ecosystem in the Merrimack Valley

which relies on the trades and com-

panies like All-Pro that are operating

under the radar in the global economy.

The trades big role in Green and clean economy

John Michitson
VALLEY PATRIOT GREEN COLUMNISTS

Haverhill’s All-Pro Solar is Leading the Way

Rooftop solar panels at Osgood Landing in North Andover
PHOTOS:COURTESY  MTC

INNOVATION VALLEY (ivalley.org)
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Haverhill, MA June 9, 2008 – On June

3, 2008 Little Sprouts in Haverhill hosted

their annual Moving Up Ceremony.

The graduation was held inside the

center at Northern Essex Community

College to honor the fifteen pre-school

children who will be moving on to public

kindergarten in the fall.  Many of the

children moving up this year have been a

part of the child enrichment program

since they were infants.

Representative Brian Dempsey and

Susan Leger-Ferraro, President and

Founder of Little Sprouts, were on-hand

to celebrate with the children and

presented each child with a diploma.

“Our Little Sprouts graduates are

beginning the next phase of their lives”,

noted Susan Leger-Ferraro.

“Thanks to state funds, such as UPK

that is supported by our pubic servants

such as State Representative Brian

Dempsey, our pre-school children are

State Rep. Brian Dempsey celebrates

with Little Sprouts graduates

prepared to learn in the public schools.”

To end the evening, the children showed

their parents and family a slide show

filled with pictures of them through the

years.  There was not a dry eye in the

room. It was a great ending to such an

inspirational evening.

 To learn more about how you can join

us in making the world a better place,

visit us at www.littlesprouts.com

HAVERHILL –  The Exchange Club of

Haverhill has been celebrating patriotism

long before it became a fashionable

statement of support.  For years they have

been hosting an annual program entitled

“So Proudly We Hail”, a program in

which they honor individuals throughout

the city of Haverhill that proudly display

the American flag.

On June 19th, the Exchange Club

invited recipients to a luncheon.

Exchange Club Members Reverend Sue

Ellery and Maria Karcasinas, co-chairs of

the program, organized the event and

presented each recipient with a beautiful

plaque recognizing their patriotic efforts.

“Each of these individuals exemplifies

the spirit of patriotism by proudly

displaying their flag,” said Ellery.  “We

are pleased to be presenting them with a

plaque to recognize their efforts.”

Recipients of the award included the

Kevin B. Comeau Funeral Home at 486

Main Street in Haverhill, Al and Shirley

Seavey of 23 Balch Avenue, Groveland

and Larette S. Gagne and Heidi and Brian

Leavitt of 706 Main Street, Haverhill.

Each of these residents and business

have certainly displayed an enormous

amount of dedicated to flying the symbol

for freedom, and the Exchange Club of

Haverhill is proud to recognize them for

their continued efforts.

“I fly the flag because I consider it a

privilege to live in this country,” said Al

Seavey, one of the recipients.  “We are

proud of our country and the people who

have served it over the years.”

Kevin Comeau of Kevin B. Comeau

Funeral Home concurred with his

remarks.

“I installed my flag several years ago in

honor of our veterans who have paid the

ultimate sacrifice,” said Comeau.  “This

flag also holds sentimental value to me –

I wanted to put it up in memory of my

father, whose Fourth of July birthday I

share.”

The Exchange Club of Haverhill is a

not-for-profit service club that meets

weekly on Thursdays at the Olivia’s at

12:00 p.m. (noon).  To learn more about

the Exchange Club visit their website at

www.haverhillexchangeclub.com

The Exchange Club of Haverhill Honors Area

Residents in So Proudly We Hail Program

PHOTO: COURTESY

Recipients Al and Shirley Seavey from Groveland, Kevin B. Comeau from
Haverhill, Reverend Sue Ellery, Program Co-Chair and Eric LaFleur, President
of the Exchange Club. Missing from photo are recipients: Larette Gagne, Heidi
and Brian Leavitt – they were unable to attend

PHOTO: COURTESY

The Exchange Club of Haverhill presented its annual Exchangite of the
Year award to David Goodwin of Plaistow, NH. Above left, Karen Currier
(Exchangite of the Year 2007) presenting David Goodwin with the award.

PHOTO: COURTESY

HAVERHILL/PLASTOW - The

members of the Exchange Club of

Haverhill eagerly anticipate the crowning

of their Exchangite of the Year each June,

and this year the award was deservingly

bestowed upon David Goodwin

The Exchangite of the Year is a closely

held secret within the club, with previous

recipients of the award making the deci-

sion.  The committee comprised of Karen

Currier, Exchangite of the Year 2007

(from Haverhill), Glenn Strauss, Exchan-

gite of the Year 2006 (from Wakefield)

Rick Barry, Exchangite of the Year 2005

(from Lowell), Karrie Eaton, Exchangite

of the Year 2004 (from Kingston, NH)

and Rocky Cimino, Exchangite of the

Year 2003 (from West Newbury) encour-

ages suggestions from club members and

presents the recipient with a beautiful

plaque at a luncheon in their honor. The

recipient is not announced until the day

of the presentation.

“Dave has been such a great support to

this club over the years – he worked on

almost every program we have brought to

the community and has even served as

President of the Exchange Club,” said

Exchange Club of Haverhill announces

David Goodwin Exchangite of the Year

Currier, who presented Goodwin with the

award.  “Dave is exactly what a good

Exchange member is – loyal and

dedicated.  When our Fire Prevention

Program was in jeopardy it was Dave

who stepped up to the plate, found

sponsors and got fire fighters to

volunteer.”

Goodwin works for Kimball Insurance

on Merrimack Street in Haverhill.  He has

been a member of the Exchange Club of

Haverhill for 15 years, and has served in

numerous roles including President of the

Club.  His work with the Fire Prevention

Program earned him recognition from the

Haverhill Fire Department this year.

During this Exchange year he initiated a

Team Exchange for the Lou Marcel

Canoe Race, and the group rose over

$750 for the Special Olympics.

He resides in Plaistow, New Hampshire

with his wife, Karen.  They have two

children.

“I am really honored to receive this

award,” said Goodwin.  “There are so

many people in this club who do great

things and this means a great deal to me.”

HAVERHILL -  Mayor James J.

Fiorentini kicked off the Columbia Park

Restoration Project with neighborhood

residents. The Columbia Park Restoration

Project is a featured part of the City’s

yearly tree planting effort.

This year, through the City obtaining

an “Urban Forestry Re-Leaf Grant” from

the Massachusetts Division of

Conservation Resources, Mayor

Fiorentini is pleased to announce the

planting of 30 new sugar maple trees at

Columbia Park to replace ones that have

become diseased and have died over the

years.

Also, at the beginning of each island,

the city will be placing a flowering tree.

The City will be planning another 40 in

the fall to complete parkway restoration

Mayor Fiorentini stated: “At one point,

Columbia Park was one of the most

Mayor Fiorentini kicks off Columbia
Park Restoration Project

beautiful streets in the City. When I look

at old photographs of

Columbia Park and

Haverhill, I am struck by

how wonderful the City

looked with the great tree

canopy and tall trees

lining both sides of the

street providing shade and

natural beauty.

“Our goal is to restore

Columbia Park to its

former splendor and create

yet another natural gem in

the City of Haverhill.”

Haverhill
95 Winter Street (Rte. 97)

Haverhill Arborist Roland
Goudreault, Mayor James J.
Fiorentini

PHOTO: COURTESY
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Former Haverhill City Council
President , and Valley Patriot
columnist John Michitson
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World Class Drum Corps Returns to Lawrence
Marching Music’s Major League • One Night Only

The Cavaliers
Rosemont, IL

Boston Crusaders
BOSTON, MA

Santa Clara Vanguard
Santa Clara, CA

The Academy
TEMPE, AZ 

Pacific Crest
DIAMOND BAR, CA

Spartans
NASHUA, NH

Crusaders Sr.
BOSTON, MA

An incredible evening of musical pageantry featuring:

Thursday, July 31 at 7:00 p.m.  •  Veterans Memorial Stadium

7-TIME DCI

WORLD CHAMPIONS

TICKETS: $30, 25, 20, 15  (617)268-4600  OR   www.crusaders.com
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A Drum Corps International Tour Event

H A V E R H I L L

I am seeking your support of my

candidacy for Mayor.

I have lived in Haverhill my entire life

and love this city as did my parents and

grandparents. I understand Haverhill’s

great history and I have a strong vision

for its future. I have been one of your

City Councilors. I have been your

Council President. I have also worked in

the private sector like you. For more than

two decades, I have thrived as a

professional manager in private industry.

I offer you and Haverhill my unique

blend of both successful public and

private management experience. I can

promise you the best solutions for all of

Haverhill’s needs.

I will professionally manage your hard

earned tax dollars by implementing a

proactive long range plan upon taking

office.

* Your city government will be

accountable with measurable results.

Haverhill’s taxpayers deserve the greatest

value at the lowest cost and that’s what

you’ll get in a Michitson administration.

* We will implement a capital

improvements plan to fix public

buildings, roads and other infrastructure

in a timely manner at the lowest cost.

* Together, we will attain safe

Haverhill neighborhoods by continuously

improving community policing and

neighborhood participation, as well as

reducing Haverhill’s high drop-out rate

which is nearly double the state average.

* We will establish financial stability

for Haverhill. We will broaden the tax

base by attracting 21st century businesses

but we won’t let new residential

developments overwhelm our Police, Fire

and Schools.

Together with the School Committee,

we will improve academic performance

and give our children the knowledge and

skills they need to thrive in the world

today and tomorrow.

* We will aggressively identify what is

working and what is not and establish

measurable goals and accountability.

* We will utilize all of Haverhill’s full

potential, calling on parents and our

community at large for mentoring and

tutoring of our students.

* We will create partnerships between

our schools and industry to expand our

children’s horizons about their

possibilities.

Under my leadership, we will

reinvigorate Haverhill’s economy.

* I will forge partnerships between

industry, government and universities to

execute a diversified strategy to position

Haverhill as a regional economic engine.

* Together, we will market Haver-hill’s

advantages to forward looking industries

such as energy efficient con-struction and

retrofitting, renewable energy, biofuels

and green manufac-turing. These are the

jobs of tomorrow and we will have them

in Haverhill.

* We will broaden the appeal and long-

term viability of Downtown Haverhill by

attracting creative and innovative jobs to

complement restaurants, shops and new

housing.

I will be accessible to you throughout

my candidacy and public service as

Mayor.

Please do not hesitate to contact me at

978-373-2231 or at john@michitson.com.

I look forward to an open and energetic

dialogue about the issues that concern

you, the complete substance of my

leadership goals and the City we call

home.

Sincerely

John Michitson

119 Kenoza Street

Haverhill, MA 01830

www.michitson.com

Former Council President will run for Mayor in ‘09

PHOTO: COURTESY
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Lawrence taxpayers - hold up on that champagne celebration

On June 18th the Lawrence City

Council approved the city’s $240.5

million fiscal year 2009 budget, a full

twelve days ahead of the July 1st start of

the budget year, and a full two and one-

half months ahead of what we saw last

year.  By all accounts, the last time this

happened was six years ago.

The impetus for this sudden rush to

actually meet the July 1st deadline

imposed by state law: harsh words from

the state Department of Revenue last

November and this February, submitted

to the city in sharp rebuke of the various

fiscal shenanigans and political

gamesmanship our elected and appointed

municipal officials have engaged in over

the last several years.

While elected officials were more

interested in embarrassing each other,

hurling insults, and throwing tantrums,

our financial situation sank deeper and

deeper into an abyss of red ink,

inappropriate expenditures, and

incompetent administration. The end

result as we entered the FY 2009 budget

talks: a city in such a fiscal mess that

there had been quiet talk of the “R” word

in the halls of 200 Common Street and

the State House: Receivership.

But while the mayor, city councilors,

and municipal employees after the vote

could be seen high-fiving and hugging

and engaging in the usual self-

congratulatory actions well-known

amongst politicians, what was lost in the

clearly uncomfortable euphoria was the

status of our city’s taxpayers and the

services (or lack thereof) we expect, but

sometimes do not receive, for the dollars

we send to city hall every year.

The mayor and council’s rush to meet a

July 1st deadline was admirable in that it

demonstrated that if they put their minds

to it they could actually cooperate long

enough to accomplish something. But

throughout the 50 or so hours of public

budget meetings one got the sense that

we were moving quickly to meet a

deadline simply to meet a deadline.  It is

as if you hired a painter on Monday and

told him you wanted your house done by

Wednesday.  Did you just want the house

painted in a slap-dash manner just to get

it done with no care as to how the final

product looked, or did you really expect

it to look like a professionally done job?

Councilors and the Sullivan

administration did a fine job dissecting

the numbers to the penny, but sometimes

what is needed is a “big picture” view of

where we are heading as a city. For

example, instead of trying to gut the

police department’s personnel, as was

attempted, perhaps the council should

hold the police chief’s feet to the fire to

fully explain how personnel are used

throughout the city on all shifts to

provide the necessary coverage that each

neighborhood deserves regardless of

location or political clout of its

neighborhood association. An

explanation of resource utilization is well

within the council’s purview.

Now that the budget is passed and

ready to be implemented on July 1,

perhaps the mayor and the city council

can focus on delivering the services we

deserve as taxpayers and residents.  As

our taxes rise we seem to be receiving

less and less. The quality of life issues

that are fundamental to our community

seem to deteriorate exponentially as time

moves forward. Our streets, sidewalks,

parks, and overall cleanliness of our city

need tremendous attention.

Now would be the time to address why

our city receives a sewer assessment from

the Greater Lawrence Sanitary District

that is, in fact, 50% higher than what we

send into the system. Why should poor

ol’ Lawrence continue to subsidize the

sewer charges for Andover and North

Andover, two of the richest communities

in the state?

Now would be the time to restructure

the manner in which services are

delivered and personnel are utilized

within city hall. Offices are closed at

particular times of the day and even when

the lone administrator in an office goes

on vacation. This is unacceptable. Offi-

ces should be manned at every moment of

the work day. The public that is footing

the bill should not be inconvenienced

because supervisors lack basic

management skills and common sense.

Now would be the time to commence a

full review of all potential non-tax

revenue sources for our city. The mayor

brags about the rehab of Veterans

Stadium, and he deserves the credit for

getting the job done when no one else

would. But it is not enough to just rebuild

a crumbling edifice dedicated to those

who have made the ultimate sacrifice for

our Nation. Perhaps it is time to get a

private vendor under contract to better

promote the venue and grab needed

sponsorship dollars.

Now would be the time to commence

the development of the next capital

improvement program for the city. Our

needs are extreme and run to all corners

of our community. It is great that Mount

Vernon got a new multi-million dollar

park system. But there are neighborhoods

that lack fundamental park services and

the result is idle youths with no sport or

recreational outlets.

Now would be the time to develop a

state-of-art web site. Ours is one of the

worst there is. While communities around

us like Methuen, Andover, and North

Andover receive awards and recognition

for their municipal web sites, ours

continues to be lacking. The web site is

the Internet “gateway” for virtual visitors

to our community. It does not require

much money to modernize our site, and it

would pay for itself immediately.

It’s great our budget is on time, for a

change. Now the devil is in the details, as

our elected officials begin to administer

the document they put together. It will be

interesting to see how this plays out. Will

the taxpayers begin to see enhanced

services and tax relief as efficiencies are

implemented, or will we be handed the

status quo or worse, something that is

simply unacceptable?

Will the leadership be there to take us

in a direction of competence and

accomplishment, or will we see our

services continue to devolve into a higher

level of deterioration?

These will be the real challenges of this

“on-time” budget. And it is on each of us

to be part of the overall solution.

Robert O’Koniewski
VALLEY PATRIOT CONTRIBUTOR

The Lawrence City Council passed the municipal budet by a vote of 6-3.
Voting against the budget were Roger Towmey (At-Large), Frank Moran
(At-Large) and Grisel Silva (District “B”)

PHOTO: TOM DUGGAN
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When did personal responsibility become a character flaw?

L A W R E N C E

Peter Larocque
LAWRENCE  SCHOOL COMMITTEE

RESPONSIBILITY, page 32

Taking responsibility for one’s own

actions has become a lost art. According

to the times in which we live there seems

to be a release from being responsible for

whatever happens or comes your way

into your life. Recently there have been

stories written about High School

students who haven’t met the

requirements to graduate. Instead of

placing the responsibility for this on the

students, the blame goes to the school’s

administration for allowing this to

happen. How could they?

There must be something wrong with

the counselors, they must be not doing

their job. The students and their parents

have been absolved from any

responsibility in these situations.

     Why is this becoming the norm in

our society? I remember when my wife

and I were in the market for purchasing a

house. We decided it was time for us to

buy our own home. We got pre-approved

and were told what was their opinion of

what we could afford. Then we went to a

realtor and began the search. So our next

move was to just sit back and let them be

in charge, NO! More than once they tried

to put us in a house that we knew we

couldn’t afford. But if we were to just go

along and allow them to proceed in this

manner we would be well over our heads

in mortgage payments that we could not

afford. So the question is, who would be

at fault here? Who is responsible?

To me it obvious, my wife and I were

and still are ultimately responsible. But if

we allowed the so-called specialist in the

field to have their way, I guess according

to today’s society, “the don’t worry all is

well attitude”, is okay because we can not

be held responsible.

The blame of coarse is on anyone else

besides us. We are not responsible for our

choices and therefore can be relieved of

any responsibility and expect to be bailed

out by others. I am entitled to be taken

care of by government programs because

that’s what they are there for. Big

government taking care of poor little me.

Taking from the haves and giving it to

those who have not. Putting it simply in

other terms, the re-distribution of wealth.

Does this sound American to you?

Sounds like something my father fought

against in WW2. The big bail out by

government programs that just forgive us

of any and all financial wrong doing.

The most recent examples of this type

of thought of entitlement has even

reached into the wealthy individuals like

former boxing champ Evander Holyfield,

baseball’s star Jose Canseco, the Tonight

Show’s sidekick Ed McMahon, singers

Aretha Franklin and Michael Jackson,

and former N.B.A. star Latrell Sprewell.

All of these have bit off a little more than

they can chew and have found themselves

in situations where because of poor

management of their finances they have

been or are now seeking help. Who is

responsible? Are they entitled to be bailed

out by our tax dollars, i.e., government

programs?

This is why I agree with my colleague

Mr. Vittorioso, that financial LIFE

SKILLS must be taught in our High

Schools in the City of Lawrence and

across this Country. Banking, maintaining

a bank book, budgeting, checking &
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July Specials:
Delmonico Steaks-Choice Cuts: $7.95lb

Marinated Sirloin Tips-Choice Cuts: $7.95lb

Homemade Sausages:

sweet, hot, tomato & cheese

Pasta Salad: $4.99lb

Imported auriccio provolone: $9.99lb

Imported Romano (hard): $6.99lb

Tripe & Artichokes every Friday & Saturday

North End Deli
95 Common St Lawrence, MA phone - 978.688-3539 fax 978.688.3559

TheNorthEndDeli.com Hours M-F 9am-4pm Saturday 9-3pm

Catering Menu Also Available

New Fresh Salad Menu

Regular Garden Salad- iceberg, tomato, cucumber, red onion, carrots,

croutons, black olives, radicchio $5.95

Italian Garden Salad- Romaine, iceberg, tomato, cucumber, red onion,

radicchio, carrots, black olives, pepperoni, fresh mozzarella, chick peas,

hard boiled egg, croutons $6.95

Greek Salad-Romaine, iceberg, radicchio, tomato, red onion,

cucumber, feta cheese, capers, kalamata olives, croutons $6.95

Arugula Salad- Arugula, tomato, cucumber, parmesan reggiano, red

onion, avocado, croutons, radicchio, seasoned Sicilian olives, pine nuts

$7.50

Caesar Salad- Romaine, tomato, red onion, radicchio, imported

provolone, seasoned Sicilian olives, croutons $6.95

Cobb Salad-Romaine, iceberg, tomato, bacon, cucumber, red onion,

hard boiled egg, avocado, radicchio, crumbled gorgonzola, black olives,

croutons $7.50

Buffalo Chicken Salad- buffalo chicken, Romaine, radicchio, carrot

sticks, celery sticks, tomato, crumbled gorgonzola, croutons, black

olives, blue cheese dressing $8.95

Orange Walnut Salad- Romaine, iceberg, sliced oranges, walnuts,

tomato, cucumber, red onion, radicchio, crumbled gorgonzola cheese,

black olives, croutons $7.50

Pasta Salad- mixed  colored pasta, tortellini, monterey jack

cheese, diced ham, broccoli, green peppers, red onions, black

olives, chick peas, Italian dressing $4.99

Make it an Antipasto or Chef :  $2.00

Add fresh grilled chicken: $2.00

Add anchovies: $1.50

Extra blue cheese: .50

Add chicken salad: $2.00

thenorthenddeli.com
6am-10am

Monday-Saturday

10% off

Catering

 if you

mention thi

ad

The North End Deli is now serving

BREAKFAST!

I am happy to announce to you that for

the first time in 6 years, the City of

Lawrence has an approved operating

budget that was passed on time.

Over all, I am content with the process

and satisfied by the result. This budget is

lean.  It represents approximately a 4-

10% reduction across every city

department's operating budget from the

original 2008 budget and is over $240M

in total value.

Some highlights of last night's actions

are:

* Cuts or level funding to every line

except school funding which is mandated

by the state,

* Budgeting for public safety that

included cuts but there will not be closed

firehouses nor large layoffs,

* The elimination of a $100,000

administrative proposal in the mayor's

office,

* The approval of the school

transportation line item that was omitted

from the original budget submission,

* Restoration of some desperately

needed positions at the DPW. DPW has

suffered greatly in the past 25 years with

many cuts that has reduced its

effectiveness. This restoration of is

minimal but reasonable and does not

effect the overall reduction of the overall

DPW line item.

I believe that this budget is fair but not

great.  It is equitable in its distribution of

sacrifice based on reasonable revenue

assumptions.

In the end, I see it as a dynamic

document.  We can address it throughout

the year.  If we need further cuts, we can

work with the budget director and make

that happen.  If the economy or revenue

collection is surprisingly good over the

next 12 months, supplemental

appropriations can be passed to increase

certain city budgets.  Bottom line, last

evening was the foundation and structure

and we can make some modifications

along the way.

As a taxpayer, husband and the father

of 2 children, I am certainly not thrilled

with the budget but I believe that it

represents our core priorities during these

tight fiscal times:

1. Conservative budgeting

2. Retention of public safety

3. Public Works & education

Like you, I have been at home for years

reading the Tribune and watching

Channel 22 as the annual summer budget

process unfolded. Since I was recently

elected, only being on the council for 6

months, I too am pleasantly surprised to

have completed this important process

before summer!

Now we can begin budgeting for 2010.

And there is much to be done already.

We have learned a lot from this budget

process upon which we can build. There

are more cuts and efficiencies to be

realized. There is restructuring to be

planned for and executed.  There are

revenue sources to be enhanced and new

ones to be pursued.  Let that begin today!

Thank you- the citizens of District E-

for your input via your emails, letters,

phone calls and meetings with me. I

represent you and value your input!

I want to conclude my comments by

thanking all of my fellow council

members, the Mayor Michael J. Sullivan

and his staff for an honorable process.

I want to particularly thank Budget

Director Mark Andrews who worked with

us early. Alongside Mr. Andrews was/is

Comptroller David Camasso who was

very helpful... and your neighbor!  They

produced a budget proposal earlier than

in recent history.

The council got to work on their

proposal through the efforts of the Budget

and Finance Committee- with over 50

hours of hearings and scrutiny.

Many changes to the proposal were

realized at the committee level over those

50+ hours.  These changes were agreed

upon with the mayor's staff and adopted.

And last night, a public hearing was held

and the budget passed on time!  A

partnership that worked.  Government

that worked.  Your city government that

worked.... well.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if I

can answer any specific questions for you

regarding this or any other city issue that

you may have here in District E.

My best wishes to you and your

families for a wonderful summer of 2008!

You can email City Councilor David

Abdoo at dave_abdoo@yahoo.com

City of Lawrence 2009 Operating Budget approved
David Abdoo

LAWRENCE CITY COUNCIL

David Abdoo was elected to the
Lawrence City Council in 2007 and
represents the District “E” (Mount
Vernon) section of the city.
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Peter Larocque
LAWRENCE  SCHOOL COMMITTEE

RESPONSIBILITY, page 32

Taking responsibility for one’s own

actions has become a lost art. According

to the times in which we live there seems

to be a release from being responsible for

whatever happens or comes your way

into your life. Recently there have been

stories written about High School

students who haven’t met the

requirements to graduate. Instead of

placing the responsibility for this on the

students, the blame goes to the school’s

administration for allowing this to

happen. How could they?

There must be something wrong with

the counselors, they must be not doing

their job. The students and their parents

have been absolved from any

responsibility in these situations.

     Why is this becoming the norm in

our society? I remember when my wife

and I were in the market for purchasing a

house. We decided it was time for us to

buy our own home. We got pre-approved

and were told what was their opinion of

what we could afford. Then we went to a

realtor and began the search. So our next

move was to just sit back and let them be

in charge, NO! More than once they tried

to put us in a house that we knew we

couldn’t afford. But if we were to just go

along and allow them to proceed in this

manner we would be well over our heads

in mortgage payments that we could not

afford. So the question is, who would be

at fault here? Who is responsible?

To me it obvious, my wife and I were

and still are ultimately responsible. But if

we allowed the so-called specialist in the

field to have their way, I guess according

to today’s society, “the don’t worry all is

well attitude”, is okay because we can not

be held responsible.

The blame of coarse is on anyone else

besides us. We are not responsible for our

choices and therefore can be relieved of

any responsibility and expect to be bailed

out by others. I am entitled to be taken

care of by government programs because

that’s what they are there for. Big

government taking care of poor little me.

Taking from the haves and giving it to

those who have not. Putting it simply in

other terms, the re-distribution of wealth.

Does this sound American to you?

Sounds like something my father fought

against in WW2. The big bail out by

government programs that just forgive us

of any and all financial wrong doing.

The most recent examples of this type

of thought of entitlement has even

reached into the wealthy individuals like

former boxing champ Evander Holyfield,

baseball’s star Jose Canseco, the Tonight

Show’s sidekick Ed McMahon, singers

Aretha Franklin and Michael Jackson,

and former N.B.A. star Latrell Sprewell.

All of these have bit off a little more than

they can chew and have found themselves

in situations where because of poor

management of their finances they have

been or are now seeking help. Who is

responsible? Are they entitled to be bailed

out by our tax dollars, i.e., government

programs?

This is why I agree with my colleague

Mr. Vittorioso, that financial LIFE

SKILLS must be taught in our High

Schools in the City of Lawrence and

across this Country. Banking, maintaining

a bank book, budgeting, checking &
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Methuen Ballot Questions

Thanks to a grassroots group in Methuen there will

be four nonbinding ballot questions before voters

when they go to the polls in November. Citizens for a

Better Government is a group of activists who are

trying to put various issues before the voters in order

to change their city charter and make it more

effective, particularly to make city government in

Methuen more accountable to the voters. They have

been tagged as a “hate group” by some political

insiders because many of those steering the

committee are politicos themselves. But this group of

activists is doing it right, they are a fantastic example

of what grassroots activism is all about. While I

disagree with many of the changes they want to make

to the Methuen charter, their goal is to have a process

whereby all charter changes will have to go before the

voters no matter what the mayor, city council or state

legislature has to say about it. The four ballot

questions for Methuen voters to decide are as follows:

1. Which of the three types of governments listed

herein does a voter prefer - 1) The Mayor and City

Council form of government - 2) The Town Manager

and Town Council form of government - 3) The

Selectmen, Town Meeting and Town Manager form of

government

2. I support lifetime term limits for the Mayor,

School Committee and City Council... Yes or No?

3. I want all boards and committees of the

community to be elected at the regular municipal

elections....Yes or No?

4. The Methuen Home Rule Charter shall not be

changed without the consenting vote of the citizenry

at a regularly scheduled local election ..Yes or No

To find out more about Citizens for Better

Government you can visit them on line at

mymethuen.org

Blood drive in Georgetown

The Knights of Columbus are providing a public

service by scheduling a bloodmobile from Children’s

Hospital for Saturday the 12th of July. The

bloodmobile will be at St. Mary’s Church on 94

Andover Street (Rte 133) from 9 AM to 3 PM. The

nurses will need to take a lunch break from 12 to 1.

The bloodmobile is capable of serving 10 donors per

hour. You may schedule your donation time by calling

Paul Mc Donough at 978 352-5282. Donations to

Children’s Hospital help to serve four children for

every pint that is donated. We urgently need donors, if

you cannot give, could you let others know of this

important event.

BILL REILLY

She who lives in Glass Houses ...
I couldn’t make this one up if I tried! Rumbo editor Dalia Diaz has made a lot of noise over the years about
people parking illegally throughout the city. She has even gone so far as to target certain individuals by
taking pictures of their vehicle (even when they aren’t parked illegally) and publishing them in her
newspaper with inaccurate (yet damaging) information. Apparently Diaz is not so outraged though when
the illegal parking happens on her own property. The picture above was taken last month outside the
home of Ms. Diaz where a white car is clearly parked illegally on the grass in front of her home (clearly on
her property in violation of the law). Could it be that Diaz is getting away with this because of who she is?
Isn’t this exactly what sets her into a tizzy while she’s trying to humiliate Andrea (Traficante) McCann or
Charlie Birchall (whom she targets out of personal vendettas?) Given how vehemently she has gone after
people in the city over where they park their cars and the fact that she has often said “nobody is above the

law, no matter who they are” I’m left wondering why the car picured above was not towed or ticketed by
police? Is it because cops in the city are too afraid of retribution in her “newspaper?”

PHOTO: TOM DUGGAN

A Picture’s worth a thousand words

National Night Out in Methuen

The Methuen Police Department will be involved in

National Night Out on Tuesday, August 5, 2008. It

will be the 25th Annual National Night Out and it is a

crime prevention event sponsored by the National

Association of Town Watch. It is a campaign that

involves citizens, law enforcement agencies, civic

groups, businesses and neighborhood organizations. It

is designed to promote crime and drug prevention,

encourage participation in anticrime programs and

strengthen police and community partnerships. The

programs involve citizens who organize there own

neighborhood block event and coordinate it with the

police department. It is there that you will meet and

interact with other neighbors, police officers and

possibly other groups previously listed. The

neighborhood programs will be starting at 6:00 PM

and ending at 8:00 PM on August 5, 2008 and we

encourage community involvement. For more

information, contact Sgt. Stephen Debs at the

Methuen Police Department at (978) 983-8689.

Area Residents Save Big at Charity Book Sale

Why pay inflated prices for books at those big

name chain stores when you can choose from

thousands of titles for just $1 and help out community

groups while you’re at it? Your solution is here: local

organization Got Books is proud to announce its new

warehouse location in Lawrence! Got Books is a

local organization which is dedicated to finding new

purposes for used books. Got Books also helps to

raise money for community groups with their fund-

raising program and the weekly Charity Book Sale

held at their warehouse. Got Books is aiming to make

community connections in their new neighborhood,

most notably through their Charity Book Sale in

which they will partner with Lawrence nonprofit

groups for fund-raising. Got Books will be raising

money for these groups, including their new neighbor

American Training, and others through the sale

which is held at their Lawrence warehouse on 104

Glenn Street (exit 45 from I-93 on the Andover line)

every Thursday and Friday from 9:00AM-6:00PM

and every Saturday from 9:00AM-4:00PM. The

Charity Book Sale will celebrate its Grand Opening

Weekend on July 10th, 11th, and 12th. Books, videos,

and records sold at the sale are in great condition and

priced to sell. All items are just $1. There are over

50,000 new and used items at the sale which are

regularly rotated, ensuring a fresh supply each time

you visit. Competitive prices and an abundance of

visitors mean that items move quickly, so check back

often for great books and great deals. Half of all

profits made at every sale will benefit one of the book

sale partners, including several Lawrence-based

nonprofit groups. Got Books accepts donations of

new and used books, CDs, DVDs, videos, and audio

books which are intended for reuse. Their free pick-

up service is offered to residents and businesses in

most areas of Massachusetts and Southern New

Hampshire. Drop-off sites are in many areas, as well,

and can be located through a directory on the Got

Books website. For more information about Got

Books and their services visit www.GotBooks.com or

call 978-396-6026.

Methuen Muslims

I want to take a moment to thank the Muslims in

Methuen for inviting me into their Mosque and

spending an afternoon letting me interview them. It

was an educational experience for me and though I

have some very different views and perspectives on

the issues we discussed, it is my belief that the

interview was quite educational for our readers as

well, as evidenced by the dozens of mail and email

we have received on the article. I only hope this is the

beginning of a dialogue between Muslims and non-

Muslims in the community.

The NEW Sunday Tribune calls their readers

racist

Some things new, some things not so new. The

editors at the Alabama~Eagle are touting a “new”

Sunday Eagle Tribune and this time they have lots to

crow about. Instead of a cartoon outline of an eagle,

their new mascot is a picture of an eagle (WOW!) and

if that isn’t new enough, in last week’s Al White

column he calls the Tribune readers racist (only the

‘non-Latinos of course)! What isn’t all that new is

how they continually misinform their readers and

never correct the record. In Jill’s Harmacinski’s

“news” piece on the passage of the city budget by

Lawrence City Councilors last month she quotes

Grisel Silva as saying “I’m psyched” about the budget

being passed. But nowhere in the article did she say

how Silva voted because if she had, the entire article

would have made no sense. For the record, Grisel

Silva voted against the budget so I’m not sure what

she was “psyched” about but a real reporter probably

would have included who voted for and against the

budget in their news piece , especially when quoting

people who vote no as being “psyched”. Well, like I

said, some things new, some things not so new.

Hispanic Week

I know, I know I let you down. In past years I have

raised your expectations to an unrealistic standard by

posting the “Women of Hispanic Week” on the

website and then publishing a full page collage of

Hispanic week events in the paper. But this year I

have finally given up.  You will never find anyone

who has promoted the Hispanic Week events in the

city of Lawrence as enthusiastically as I have and I

am not a member of the Spanish language press. Still,

every year the leaders of Hispanic Week simply

refuse to send a schedule or promote the events in the

English language press. For more than 20 years I have

promoted Hispanic Week for free both on the radio

and in print (not to mention the website) and have

Reader Submissions

This month’s reader submission is from Bill Reilly
of Methuen. If you see something interesting or
funny, send us a picture and we will publish it with
your name as photo credit. Email your reader
submissions to valleypatriot@aol.com
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never once asked for a dime in

advertising. With the Valley Patriot

expanding every month and with so

many organizations looking to promote

their events I’ve finally gotten just too

tired to keep chasing Hispanic Week

organizers to help them promote their

event. So, this year do not send me

your email complaints that the Women

of Hispanic Week  feature is missing,

send your complaints to Bryan DePena

and the Hispanic Week organizers.

Howie Carr reads

The Valley Patriot

A big Thank you to Howie Carr of

the Boston Herald and Russ Contreras

of the Boston Globe for helping to

promote the Valley Patriot as a

legitimate news source in the

Merrimack Valley. In Carr’s column

last month he cited the VP as his news

source on the latest Grisel Silva

scandals and even gave a plug to our

website. As for Russ Contreras, a

reporter with more integrity and sticker

for accuracy you cannot find in any

news room.

Glocester’s Mayor Kirk

and the Alabama Eagle

It has been widely reported that

Glocester’s Mayor Kirk has thrown the

principal of Glocester High School

under the bus during the pregnancy

scandal that was broken in Time

Magazine. And while the pundits have

had a field day questioning Kirk’s

honesty (or dishonesty as it were)

nobody is talking about how Mayor

Kirk’s husband Bill is the Alabama

Eagle’s business editor. Yes, the same

Alabama Eagle that owns the Glocester

Daily newspaper. How about that? The

mayor’s husband works for the

newspaper that owns the daily paper in

the town where the Kirks came to

power. And, by the way, this is the

same Bill Kirk who co-write the bogus

story about Bob Ansin’s Monarch on

the Merrimack claiming he “witnessed”

men in “tyvek suits removing asbestos

from the building.” According to Ansin

the bogus story cost him a $40 million

Congratulations to Leldamy

Correa and Charles E Birchall IV

of Lawrence on the an-

nouncement of their wedding

on July 5th at St. Patrick’s

church in Lawrence.

Wedding announcementdollar investment and lead to the shut

down of the project. So let’s review,

Bill Kirk cost Lawrence a $200 mill

project and his wife has cost the city of

Glocester millions in bad press. I guess

the family that lies together stays

together.

Campbell v. Solomon?

With the state rep. race in Methuen

gearing up between Linda Dean

Campbell ad Chris Dibella both

candidates are already holding fund-

raisers and trying to shore up support

among local officials. Campbell has

Methuen Mayor Bill Manzi and Steve

Baddour in her corner and according to

some in the Campbell camp, DiBella

has former Police Chief Joe Solomon in

his camp. Supporters for both

candidates say that their candidate is

going to “crush” the other but if this

race comes down to pro Solomon vs.

NEWS ITEM: LAWRENCE CITY COUNCILOR GRISEL SILVA ARRESTED

anti Solomon support in the community

you can bet that the Alabama Eagle is

going to weigh in heavily on the anti-

Solomon side.

Speaking of Joe Solomon

Word among Joe Solomon supporters

is that the former chief’s hearing before

civil service will be in October and the

Solomon camp is predicting that the

Civil Service Commission will reinstate

the former chief. If that were to happen,

I wonder what would happen to newly

appointed Chief Lavigne? Would she

then be able to sue for chief’s pay as

she was legally appointed to be the

chief of police for Methuen? We would

ask mayor Bill Manzi but he’s a little

busy meeting with the

Alabama~Eagle’s editorial board.
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Richard P. Howe Jr. is the
creator of
www.richardhowe.com, a
blog that provides
commentary on politics in
Lowell. He also serves as
Register of Deeds of the
Northern District of

Middlesex County. You can email him at
lowelldeeds@comcast.net

L O W E L L

Text-gate: elected officials sending secret messages to

each other during public meetings may be illegal
Paula Porten & Tom Duggan

VALLEY PATRIOT EDITORS

While we here in New England were

cheering on the Celtics, the rest of the

basketball world was debating disgraced

former referee Tim Donaghy’s allegations

that NBA executives routinely directed

referees to manipulate games in order to

boost ticket sales and TV ratings, a

charge the NBA vigorously denied.

Amidst this focus on officiating,

William Rhoden, a sports columnist with

the New York Times, asked former

Lakers’ great Magic Johnson if the play-

ers could get by without referees.  While

stressing that the NBA needed on-court

officials, Johnson acknowledged that

every player grew up policing themselves

in playground games.   According to

Johnson, these games were “as pure as it

is when you have referees” although “the

game may be a little longer, some of the

calls may be disputed, and then there’s

going to be more trash-talking.”

Sounds like Johnson was describing the

recent behavior of the Lowell City

Council. Usually, the council’s self-

policing is invisible, relegating

procedural rules to the background and

letting substance dominate the debate.

But this summer, the council has spent

more time arguing about the rules than

debating the city budget.

A motion by Rita Mercier at the June

10th meeting to “prohibit the use of cell

phones and/or any communications

device during city council meetings”

ignited the most recent controversy.

In explaining the motion, Mercier said

the use of cell phones during meetings

“created a negative appearance and cast a

dark shadow over the city council.”

She said it was apparent that some

councilors were sending text messages to

other councilors during meetings, adding

“I’m all for socializing, but during the

city council meeting is not the place for

such behavior.”

She went on to say that some

councilors retreat to the cloak room to

receive telephonic instructions from their

remote handlers, although she offered no

facts to support that allegation.

Councilor Mike Lenzi seconded the

motion, saying cell phone use during

meetings “sets a bad precedent. There are

important things being said and everyone

should be paying attention.”

Councilor Alan Kazanjian also

supported the motion, saying he was

“taken aback” by city councilors using

cell phones during meetings and that they

should not be used out of “professional

courtesy.”

Councilor Armand Mercier also spoke

in favor of the ban, saying that he always

turned off his phone at the start of the

meeting. While Mayor Bud Caulfield did

not expressly state his position, he strong-

ly implied that he supported the motion.

Councilor Kevin Broderick, who many

suspect was the primary target of

Mercier’s motion, acknowledged that he

did occasionally use the text message

capability of his phone during council

meetings but that many such messages

were in response to queries by

constituents who had grown use to rapid

electronic responses.  Broderick added

that this dispute was an example of some

councilors being more comfortable than

others with advances in communications

technology.

Councilor Jim Milinazzo was critical of

Mercier’s motion, saying that he, Mercier

and Broderick had all discussed the

matter in a collegial and light-hearted

way just days earlier.  As far as he was

concerned, the matter had been

appropriately addressed in that informal

manner and that raising it again as a

motion was  “disappointing.”

Councilors Bill Martin and Rodney

Elliott both observed that this issue was a

case of fitting modern technology within

rules written before such technology was

even imagined.  While acknowledging

the need to maintain council decorum,

both Martin and Elliott seemed

unprepared to support an outright ban.  In

support of their position, both councilors

pointed out how the same behaviors

routinely performed by some city

councilors – making whispered

comments to neighboring colleagues or

reading from notes - were now

condemned because of technology.

 Anyone who has ever attended a city

council meeting has observed councilors

– including all supporting the cell phone

ban - routinely whispering something to a

neighboring councilor.  How does that

differ from two councilors sending the

same words as a text message rather than

a whisper, Martin asked?

 Elliott pointed out that he stores

information on his cell phone and having

that information at hand during meetings

makes him a better councilor.  He asked

how reading his notes on his cell phone

differed from another councilor reading

prepared text  from a piece of paper

during a council debate.

In the end, the council referred the

matter to the Rules Subcommittee for a

report and recommendation.  From the

comments of the councilors, however, it

was apparent that five support the ban

while four oppose it.

Because the motion would be a rules’

change, it would normally require six

votes to pass, so it’s probably destined to

be defeated.  In the end, that’s probably

the best result. Councilors who may have

been using cell phones and text messages

frivolously during meetings know that

they’re now under scrutiny and will

refrain from that practice.

But enacting an outright ban would

slam the door on innovative uses of tech-

nology that could make the councilors

who wisely use such capabilities better

public officials.

Text-gate and the Lowell City Council
Richard P. Howe, Jr.

VALLEY PATRIOT COLUMNIST

RICHARDHOWE.COM

Last week, Lowell City Councilor and

former Lowell Mayor Rita Mercier filed a

motion requesting that the council ban the

use of cell phones and other electronic

devices during council meetings. The

motion was filed, Mercier says, because

councilors like Kevin Broderick were

seen using a cell phone to send and

receive text messages during council

meetings. The council’s rules

subcommittee is expected to take up this

issue but insiders say there is not enough

support among councilors to ban cell

phones and text messaging while public

meetings are being conducted.

The Town of North Andover has no

formal policy regarding cell phone use or

texting, however, according to School

Committeeman Dr. Chuck Ormsby, “in-

formally, cell phones are discouraged and

turned off. I’ve never been aware of

anyone using cell phone for voice or text

messaging during a meeting. I wouldn’t

appreciate it if anyone did, especially to

another committee member while pubic

discussion is taking place,” Ormsby said.

In Methuen, City Councilor president

Phil Lahey said he was “shocked” at what

was going on in Lowell. “That is a total

joke!” he exclaimed. “In Methuen, it’s

called common sense and common

courtesy. We all shut off our cell phones

at the beginning of the meeting, except

for maybe, Councilor Giardianno. We are

doing the people’s business in public and

all discussions should be in public. There

is no excuse for sending secret messages

back and forth during a meeting,” Lahey

concluded.

In Lawrence, council president Patrick

Blanchette initially posted a sign on the

door of the city council chambers

prohibiting use of cell phones during

council meetings. Within a few weeks of

posting the sign, however, Blanchette was

seen receiving messages on his phone and

when called on it by the Valley Patriot

changed the informal cell phone policy

from prohibiting their use to placing

ringers on vibrate during the meetings.

The council president in Lawrence has

discretion over the rules of decorum

when presiding over council meetings

and does not need an official rule to be

passed.

In Massachusetts, communication

among elected officials is regulated by

the Open Meeting Law, “regardless of

new technologies.”

According to the Essex County District

Attorney’s Office, which regulates and

enforces the Open Meeting Law in Essex

County:

 “It is a violation to e-mail to a quorum

messages that can be considered

invitations to reply in any medium, and

would amount to deliberation on business

that must occur only at proper meetings.

It is not a violation to use e-mail to

distribute materials, correspondence,

agendas, or reports so that the committee

members can prepare individually for

upcoming meetings.”

And on the Middlesex County District

Attorney’s website, which regulates and

enforces the Open Meeting Law in

Lowell, it states with regard to e-mail and

telephone use, “Discussions by telephone

among a quorum of members of a

governmental body on an issue of public

business within the jurisdiction of the

body are a violation of the Law.”

No legislation or regulations exist

however, specifically prohibiting emails

or text messages among one or two

members of a governmental board.

However, according to the public record

laws, written notes passed among

government officials during a public

meeting are subject to the Freedom of

Information laws and requests for such

communications must be turned over to

the public.

According to the Middlesex DA’s

website: “members of governmental

bodies should also be cautious about

communicating via email one on one.

This is because private, serial

conversations may reach a quorum of

members without the knowledge of all

participants.”

Former Georgetown Selectman

Lawrence “Lonnie” Brennan said he sees

no difference between passing notes to

each other during a public meeting and

TEXTING, page 33

Sign that once hung outside Lawrence City Council Chambers posted
by president Blanchette, who later amended the informal policy to ask
meeting attendees to put their phones on silent mode.

PHOTO: TOM DUGGAN



Pictures from the Lowell

Thanks to the hard work and
tireless effort of Karen Bell of
the TheClub Fitness Health

and Spa on Middlesex Street,
the Lowell Jambraree was a

complete success  last month
in the heart of downtown

Lowell. At right, Lowell Mayor
Ed “Bud” Caulfield with

Lowell City Councilor (former
Lowell Mayor) Rita Mercier.

Colonel Sam Poulten of
WCAP poses in front of a

1957 Chevy atop the Early
Garage. Also atop the Early

Garage, the band Hot Day at
the Zoo and a contestant

from “Lowell Idol” takes the
stage and wins over the

crowd on Jackson Street.

The Valley Patriot in Washington D.C.
The Valley Patriot was a big hit
in Washington D.C. last month
as Methuen officials met with
Congressman Niki Tsongas.
Pictured left are (back row) Joan
Kleger, Esq., Methuen Councilor
Debbie Quinn, Congressman
Niki Tsongas, Joe Bevelacqua
of the Chamber of Commerce,
former Councilor Kathleen
Rahme, and Richard Dewhirst
of Dewhirst Funeral Homes.
Bottom Row is Methuen
Attorney Linda Hervey, Methuen
Councilor Jennifer Kannan and
Susan Ledger Ferraro of Little
Sprouts in Lawrence.

THE CATAUDELLA FUNERAL HOME IS
COMMITTED TO PROVIDING THE MOST

PROFESSIONAL, ETHICAL, AND
HIGHEST QUALITY CARE FOR THE

GREATER MERRIMACK VALLEY

WWW.CATAUDELLAFH.COM
Proud affiliate of Carriage Services, Inc.

978-685-5379



Thanking our Troops!
<<<Jim Wareing of Methuen held an
appreciation dinner for our local returning
military heroes at the Cladagh pub in
Lawrence last month.

Next to each name is either OIF
(Operation Iraqi Freedom) or OEF
(OPeration Enduring Freedom) or Both
Back Row: Jeff Hutchings OEF, Andrew
Doherty-OIF, John A. Budenas-
WWII,Robert Goulet - OIF-OEF, Jim
Stiers-OEF,Donald Pierce -VietNam,  2ND

ROW: Mike Lang-OIF,Scott Dempsey -
OIF,Skip Spoerke-OIF,Francisco Urena -
OIF - FRONT: Jim Wareing-Founding
Director New England Caring for our
Military. Others who were not in picture
but were present were: Brian Firth -OIF,
Brian Wholley-OIF,Mark Fiortni-OIF

The Lawrence Chili Cookoff

John McDonald’s dad, John McDonald of Salvatore’s, Lawrence City Councilor David  Abdoo, Dawn McDonald and
Lawrence Radio Legend Bruce Arnold. At right, Matty Brien of Brien Oil and J.J. Brien’s in Lawrence with the Chili Bandit.

Mayor Fiorentini at Emily’s Bakery
>>>>>>

Who cares about the politics, our
Valley Patriot reporters were on

hand for Haverhill Mayor Jim
Fiorentini’s “Coffee with theMayor”

series last month at Emily’s
Bakery on Lincoln Avenue next to

Building 19 because you just can’t
find better pastries (mmmmm

muffins!) Here Mayor Fiorentini (l)
poses with the owner of Emily’s

Bakery, Tom Durning

This rainbow was spotted by
Valley Patriot reader John
Donovan over Brightwood
Ave in North Andover.
Donovan submitted his photo
last week as one of the
quickest and wildest summer
thunderstorms had just
finished ripping through the
area, knocking down power
lines and trees from
Worcester to Lawrence,
through North Andover and
north to Haverhill and Ipswich
before moving out to sea.
Within minutes of the storms’
passing, Donovan answered
The Valley Patriotr’s call for
amateur photographers to
submit their photo’s via email
to valleypatriot@aol.com for
the chane to be published.and
given photo credit.

PHOTO: JOHN DONOVAN OF N. ANDOVER
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Dr. John Armano
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An important job for working women: Make sure future is taken care of

Gregory Loosigian
SERVICE PROFESSIONAL

NEW YORK LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY

FUTURE, page 26

We all find it hard to plan for the long

term, yet women face some unique

challenges when it comes to planning for

the future. Everyone needs to address the

reality of living longer – and spending

more years in retirement – but females

tend to live even longer than their male

counterparts. On top of that, there are

valid reasons why some women may not

be in a position to properly prepare for

their financial future. To begin with,

many women are still employed in

settings that don’t offer retirement plans

to employees. Also, many women leave

the workforce to take care of their family

for some time. They may have to work

even harder and longer later in life to

make up for the resulting “gaps” in

income and pension coverage.

Make Saving for Retirement a Priority

The importance of preparing for the

financial future applies whether you’re a

single or married woman. The good news

is that it’s never too late – or too early –

to begin. If you are currently working,

see how much you can afford to set aside

each month. It is important not to fall into

the trap of postponing retirement

planning or leaving it solely up to a

spouse.

Any financial planning decisions also

should take into consideration what

would happen in the event of divorce or

widowhood. Although no one likes to

think about these possibilities, the odds

tell us that we must. According to the

Women’s Institute for a Secure

Retirement, nearly 30% of older (65+)

single women – those who were never

married or were divorced or widowed –

are poor or near poor.1

Timing Is Everything

There are all kinds of financial pro-

ducts on the market that can help you ac-

cumulate funds for the future. One very

important and popular product is fixed

annuities, which also offer tax-deferred

growth. Fixed annuities are popular in

helping women address their needs.

There are several solid reasons for this

choice.

Fixed annuities are flexible, tax-

deferred vehicles that can be used to help

achieve long-term financial goals and

provide a source of retirement income.

There are several distinct advantages to

investing in fixed annuities. With a

deferred fixed annuity, the money you put

in accumulates tax-deferred, which means

that taxes are paid only when you

withdraw the money, not as your earnings

grow. (Any withdrawals made prior to

Sitting in the waiting room
TRIVIA: THE ANSWER MAN

A Long-Term Senator

1. What member of the current U.S.
Senate, who first took office in 1959,
is the longest-term senator?

2. Name the library with the top
collection of volumes in the United
States. For Answer Man-ers'
benefits, we'll list the top five U.S.
sites of collections of volumes.

3. How much is the annual pay for
the president of the United States?

4. What was President George
Washington's annual salary for his
term starting in 1789?

5. The penny was formerly made of
copper. Of what is it made today?

6. Martha Jane Burke was often said
to be one of the most notorious Wild
West women -- a prostitute who
often wore male clothing. By what
nickname is she known in history?

7. Was the Congressional Medal of
Honor limited to those in the Army?

8. When the British retreated from
Dunkirk during World War II, from
what country were they retreating?

9. In the British retreat noted in the
preceding question, what body of
water provided the route to follow in
the Dunkirk evacuation?

10. From what country did the United
States purchase what is now the
state of Alaska? For Bragging
Rights, how much was paid for the
Alaska acreage?

Answers

1. The longest-term member of the current Senate

is Robert C. Byrd, D-W.V.

2. The Library of Congress leads the collections

with more than 30 million volumes, followed by: 2)

Harvard University; 3) Boston Public Library; 4) Yale

University; and 5) University of Illinois Urbana-

Champaign. 3. The president's annual salary is

$400,000 plus expenses, including travel and others.

4. Washington's annual salary was $25,000. 5. The

penny is now composed of thinly copper-plated zinc.

Thanks to Medina, Ohio, Answer Man-ers Karla and

Lawrence Sayre for this question. 6. Burke was best

known as Calamity Jane. Wantage, N.J., Answer Man-

er Roger Seccia notes that her real name was Martha

Jane Cannary or Canarray. Our source was "The New

American Desk Encyclopedia." 7. No, it wasn't. The

Congressional Medal of Honor, authorized in 1861,

was for sailors and marines and was followed one year

later by a Congressional Medal of Honor for the Army.

Thanks to Ballwin, Mo., Answer Man-er John

Stoeffler for this question. 8. They were backtracking

from France. Thanks to Westervillle, Ohio, Answer

Man-er John Reed for this and the following

question.9. Answer Man-er Reed tells us it was the

famed English Channel. 10. Alaska was purchased

from Russia in 1867 for $7.2 million, which is two

cents per  .Take "The Answer Man" to work or to

school. Challenge your friends for "Bragging Rights."

Send your questions and answers to: The Answer Man,

Andy Seamans, Horizon House #603, 1300 Army

Navy Dr., Arlington, VA 22202.

COPYRIGHT 2008 CREATORS SYNDICATE,

INC.

Sudoko

Answer on page 34

Y O U R  H E A L T H
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Alternative treatments for back pain

Y O U R  H E A L T H

Rami R. Rustum, M.D. is the director of the Pain Management Center

at Lawrence General Hospital. For any questions or concerns, please

email Dr. Rustum at: ramirustum@comcast.net

PHOTO: TOM DUGGAN

THE DOCTOR IS

Rami Rustum, M.D.
VALLEY PATRIOT MEDICAL COLUMNIST

 WWW.BERARDCHIROPRACTIC.COM 

DR. CHRISTOPHER BERARD 

678 LOWELL ST. / RTE. 110 

METHUEN, MA 01841 

978.685.4444 
CONVENIENT  

LATE EVENING  &  
EARLY MORNING APPOINTMENTS. 
FREE CONSULTATION WITH AD. 

In the last few months we focused on

interventional treatment for back pain

discussing the most concerning

conditions.

In the months to come, I will be

discussing some specific pain problems

not related to the spine in addition to

sharing the latest information about pain

medications.

I always believed that pain

management should be a multi-

dimensional specialty and use what is

called a “multi-Disciplinary approach

That means your spine injection course

of treatment could work better if physical

therapy, message therapy, aqua therapy…

or chiropractic care is added!

Even some patients had failed on my

watch their injections and other invasive

treatments including surgery to benefit

from some of the above listed

treatments!!?

Recently I was so fortunate to meet Dr.

Paul Meyers of Meyers Chiropractic care

at 170 Common St. Suite 105, Lawrence,

MA 01840 who shared very interesting

and important information about

Chiropractic care which, I admit, I had no

clue about before!

Dr. Meyers had worked on tough cases

with excellent outcomes. I was so glad to

learn that such great service can be

provided to our patients in Lawrence. I

asked Dr. Meyers to shed light on some

of the important facts about this specialty

in this article.

I could not be happier to see the first

dimension is being added to Lawrence

General Hospital Pain Management

Center:

“Chiropractic as Complementary

Medicine”

If you are a patient suffering from low

back pain as a result of a chronic

condition such as degenerative disc

disease or spinal stenosis, your medical

physician might refer you to a

chiropractor.  Co-management of a

patient’s spinal condition between their

medical physician and a chiropractor is

becoming a more common practice.

Chiropractors are medical professionals

that diagnose and treat disorders of the

muscular, skeletal, and nervous systems.

This commonly includes neck pain, back

pain, extremity pain, paresthesia, and

headaches. These maladies can be the

result of dysfunction in the muscles, bony

articulations, and / or nerves.

Dr. Rustum has been expertly

explaining the disease processes related

to lower back pain in his health-care

column each month. He has informed us

that many of the problems related to back

pain might be serious or require medical

intervention with pharmaceuticals and

surgery.

Some low back pain patients without

serious underlying medical diseases

respond well to conservative care with

alternative or complementary medicine

such as chiropractic.

This integrative care can be the sole

method of treatment or may complement

and support allopathic care.  Many

patients respond well to a regimen of

pharmaceutical management by the

medical physician concomitant with

chiropractic care.

Dr. Rustum acknowledged in a recent

column that surgery is generally

considered as a last resort when all other

non-surgical therapies are found to be

unsuccessful.  In most cases, best practice

(and in some cases, the standard of care)

is to prescribe a non-surgical means of

relieving the patient’s pain prior to the

recommendation of surgery.

What type of education do

chiropractors have?

Every chiropractic college requires the

applicant, as a prerequisite, to have an

undergraduate education and many

chiropractic colleges require a bachelor

degree. The curriculum of science,

pathology, and treatment is

commensurate to that of the majority of

medical schools. All Doctors of

Chiropractic must pass a series of

National Board exams, as well as a

licensing exam for the state in which they

choose to practice. All states require

chiropractors to take continuing

education credit hours to maintain their

license to practice. The scope of

chiropractic practice is determined by the

individual state.

In addition to the chiropractic college

education, many chiropractors have

additional postgraduate training (100 to

over 300 hours) and board certification in

areas such as: Orthopedics, Neurology,

Sports Medicine, Rehabilitation,

Nutrition, Pediatrics, Family Practice, and

diagnostic Radiology.

Is chiropractic safe?

Chiropractic is recognized as one of the

safest drug-free and noninvasive

treatments available for the management

neuromusculoskeletal pain syndromes.

Although chiropractic has an excellent

safety record, no treatment is completely

free of possible unpleasant reactions.

Many patients feel immediately relief

following chiropractic treatment, but a

few might experience mild soreness, just

as they do after exercise.  If mild

discomfort or soreness occurs following

spinal manipulation it typically subsides

within 24 hours. The chiropractor will

inform you of any other risks associated

with your particular health condition.

Research into the efficacy of

chiropractic treatment has increased

significantly in recent years. The

Foundation for Chiropractic Education

and Research was founded in 1944 and

has been funding research into

chiropractic care since 1980. Beth Israel

Deaconess Medical Center established

the Center for Alternative Medicine

Research and Education in the early ‘90s.

Harvard Medical School established the

Division for Research and Education

Complementary and Integrated Medical

Therapies in 2000. Yale School of

Medicine hosted an Integrative Medicine

Scientific Symposium in April 2008.

Physicians and researchers from Johns

Hopkins School of Medicine recently

received a grant sponsored by the

National Institutes of Health to engage in

research at their National Center for

Complementary and Alternative

Medicine.  All of these world renowned

medical schools and institutions are

studying the benefits of chiropractic and

other integrated medicines.

What will my visit to the

chiropractor be like?

An initial office visit to a chiropractor

is similar to seeing a medical physician. A

comprehensive history will be performed

followed by a physical examination.  A

diagnosis will be determined and

treatment will be prescribed specifically

for your condition.  Further diagnostic

studies might be ordered such as x-rays,

CAT scan, or MRI.

The chiropractic examination and

diagnosis will include the location and

description of “subluxations” of the spine

or extremities.

These are also called “fixations” or

misalignments of the joints. They are a

biomechanical alteration of a joint and its

surrounding soft tissues that can result in

localized pain and dysfunction as well as

pain and dysfunction of structures

neurologically or embryologically related

to that articulation.

What treatment do chiropractors

perform?

Chiropractors vary in the type of

treatment they prescribe.  Many

chiropractors utilized supportive

procedures and therapies such as

electrical therapy and ultrasound. Some

chiropractors prescribe rehabilitative

exercises and others provide nutritional,

dietary, and lifestyle counseling.  A few

chiropractors use laser therapy and

acupuncture. Some even prescribe braces,

casting, or supports.

Most all chiropractors treat with spinal

manipulative therapy.  It is also called the

“chiropractic adjustment”.  This involves

corrective mobilization of a joint in the

spine or extremities. The purpose of the

adjustment is to restore mobility to joints

that have become hypomobile mobile as a

result of chronically poor posture,

trauma, or arthritic / degenerative

changes. Manipulation of the affected

joint returns mobility, reduces pain,

decreases muscle tension, and allows the

immediate, surrounding, and associated

tissues the chance to re-establish

homeostasis and return to a healthy state.

Millions of patients in this country each

year are successfully treated by

chiropractors. There are more than

60,000 practicing chiropractors in the

United States. Back pain is now one of

the most common reasons for absence

from work and half of all working adults

admit to having back pain each year.

Back pain is also the second most

common reason for medical physician

visits in this country.

Chiropractors are experts at treating

disorders of the spine, so don’t be

surprised when your medical physician

recommends an evaluation by a

chiropractor.  You’ll be pleased you took

the recommendation.

You can contact Paul Meyers, DC at

(978) 686-7900, or  MeyersChiro@

comcast.net



22 THE VALLEY PATRIOT                    JULY - 2008

valleypatriot.com

K I D S  &  E D U C A T I O N

ANDOVER – On June 6, 2008 Little

Sprouts in Andover hosted their annual

Kindergarten graduation.

The graduation, held inside the soon-

to-be location of the Little Sprouts’ Infant

/Toddler School,  honored 23 Pre-Kinder-

garteners and 14 Kindergarteners who

will move on to public school in the fall.

Many of the children graduating this year

have been with the child enrichment

program since they were infants.

President and Founder of Little

Sprouts, Susan Leger Ferraro, was the

keynote speaker for the night.  Susan

thanked the families for being a part of

Little Sprouts.  Susan also announced the

new Infant/Toddler school, located in the

bottom of the current Andover Little

Sprouts’ building which will be converted

into a Preschool/ Kindergarten/ School-

Age Academy.

“We look forward to the continuation

of educating our children in the

community with exceptional scientifically

research based literacy to ensure they are

prepared when entering elementary

school, “noted Susan.

About Little Sprouts Inc.:  Little

Sprouts has been a leader in providing

award winning early education since

1982. A group of humanitarians that

believe in the power of literacy to change

the world; social, emotional, intellectual

and physical literacy for children, youth,

teachers and families.  Little Sprouts has

7 schools in Massachusetts supporting

families that reflect 32 cultures speaking

23 languages from all walks of social,

economic, religious and ethnic

backgrounds. To learn more about how

you can join us in making the world a

better place, visit us at

www.littlesprouts.com

Little Sprouts Celebrates Kindergarten

Graduation, Announces Plans for Expansion

Growing Sprouts!

PHOTO: COURTESY

Merrimack Valley, - Little Sprouts is

honored to be able to have the

opportunity to participate in assisting in

the process of educating children who are

in need.  Recently Little Sprouts has

created a partnership with the COMPASS

Community College Collaborative, a

program established between Parenting

Resources Associates COMPASS

program and the Massachusetts

Community Colleges.

With the support from these

organizations, families living in

temporary housing are provided with a

range of direct support and empowerment

services that individually and collectively

serve to strengthen families while they

are waiting for permanent housing.

One major form of support that is

offered to all the families is the

opportunity to go back to school, with

mothers in the COMPASS Community

College Collaborative attending school at

Middlesex Community College and

Roxbury Community College.

To help ensure that parents are able to

attend their daily classes, Little Sprouts is

educating the children of these families at

their Westford, Lowell and Roxbury

centers.  Having strong early education

programs for these children allows the

parents to be able to concentrate on their

own education to help better the future

for them personally and for their families.

“Little Sprouts’ partnership with the

COMPASS Community College

Collaborative is in the true essence about

the power of one” noted Susan Leger

Ferraro, President and Founder of Little

Sprouts.

“It started with one person wanting to

support at risk moms and added one more

and one more until we are now serving 16

families with 22 children at our centers.

These are children who have not had the

opportunity to be part of an award

winning early education experience, and

parents who have had limited access to

job training programs and to higher

education.

The unity of people with great hearts to

help make this happen for these families

of the Commonwealth, represent the

support and love to help change the

general poverty, one family at a time!”

“The true partnership between the

Community Colleges, our COMPASS

program and Little Sprouts ensures that

families living in temporary housing face

a brighter future.  To watch the mothers

and children get on the morning buses

together to go to their respective

education programs is to witness many

families making strides toward their own

brighter futures.” stated Jodi Wilinsky

Hill, Executive Director of Parenting

Resource Associates, Inc.

A Piece of Hope and Inspiration
Little Sprouts partners with the COMPASS Community College

Collaborative to help educate children in need

RAISE ‘EM RIGHT

“Toting too much!”
Barbara Peary, M.Ed.

VALLEY PATRIOT PARENTING SPECIALIST

Shortly my teenage daughter and I will

be traveling cross country by plane,

making several stops along the way. You

know teenage girls! How can I convince

her not to take everything she owns?

Ask her to have her bags packed and
ready to go three days before you are
scheduled to depart. When this is done,
have her tote all her stuff (including her
purse) up and down your steps several times
and in and around the house. After doing
this, she may reconsider what she “really
needs.”

I’m having my first child in a few

months and am looking into child care.

A friend’s daughter recently had a baby

and is planning on being home for a

while. The daughter is willing to watch

my baby and her own. I could pay her

and this would enable her not to look for

work. When this starts, my child would

be two months old and hers will be seven

months. I appreciate the offer, but what

bothers me is that this young lady is only

nineteen. I question her ability to watch

two young babies day after day. What

do you think?

I am sure some nineteen year olds could
do a fine job, but sounds like you don’t
think this one is capable. You need to make
sure that besides being aware of the child’s
needs and being attentive to safety and
health issues, this person has good
judgment skills should something happen.
You would be wiser employing someone
who has more experience and maturity.

Surprisingly, my four year old son is

starting to get choosy about the clothes

he wears. I thought only girls where into

this at such a young age. Is this unusual?

Not really. Making choices is a way for a
child to exert independence. Foster this by
putting the clothes you want him to choose

from in one drawer, making sure they are
appropriate for the current season. It is also
a good idea to encourage him to get in the
habit of picking out his clothes for the next
day before going to bed. This ritual will
save you both time and hassles as he gets
older.

Teaching middle school can be very
discouraging. I love my job, but I feel
defeated when I give my best efforts and
many of the students don’t care enough to
learn what I have to share.

All you can do is your best. Students
make a choice to accept or reject what is
being taught. There is little else you can do,
aside from presenting the material in the
most upbeat, interesting manner as possible.

Can you give me some ideas? Recently,

I inherited a hefty sum and would like to

do something for children. However, my

desire is to see what my money does, not

give it to some foundation or other huge

worthy cause.

How about setting up scholarships
through your local high school for help with
college or vocational training? There are
many great students who could use financial
backing and you could help set the criteria
determining who gets selected. Don’t
neglect talking to a lawyer about the best
way to go about giving large amounts.

Our eight year old enjoys playing

soccer and takes skating and dance

lessons. Some days she looks totally worn

out. How much is too much?

If you think she looks exhausted, she
probably is. Sit down and talk to her to see
how she feels about the situation and which
activities she enjoys the most. Perhaps some
activities could be done exclusively in the
summer, when there is more time and no
homework to be done.

Please send questions to RAISE ‘EM
RIGHT™, e-mail to
RAISEEMRIGHT@aol.com.

Except for the fireworks, the 4th of July

weekend was quiet for us. I spent quite a

lot of time gardening. It always takes

longer than I’ve planned, partly because

there are lots of weeds and partly because

of the neighbors.

Couples here walk together. Families

walk with their children, individuals walk

with their dogs. They come past me as I

kneel in the dirt, sharing observations

about the weather and little snippets

about their lives.

The couple who live on the corner

came by first. We invited them into the

back yard for a glass of ice tea. They

brought a newspaper article about their

son in Colorado. I showed her my

knitting. He and Parker exchanged

observations about boat building.

The family to the left of us was away

for the weekend. We missed the

children’s laughter and the easy

friendship we have with their parents.

Their grandfather was in the yard for a

while, fixing something. I could relate to

his pleasure in feeling useful.

The couple to the right of us had a baby

not long ago. Their oldest child is just

two. Her parents walk with the baby in

their arms, while she pushes her doll in

its stroller. Sometimes she stops by our

house and takes our ceramic garden turtle

for a ride as well. She never fails to make

us smile.

Across the street, the other

neighborhood-grandparents wave as they

go off in the car. Down the hill from them

is the couple with the golden retriever

whom we joined for a cookout. Our

neighborhood friendships are simple and

uncomplicated and yet none the less

precious. They have become our

extended family.

Later in the weekend, Parker and I saw

Mrs. Palfry at the Claremont, the story of

an elderly woman and her unlikely

friendship with a young writer. It was so

simple, yet so beautifully and tenderly

woven that neither of us was quite ready

to leave when the theater lights came on.

We went out for a light supper afterward,

sitting side by side in a booth, eating

antipasti and talking about the ways our

lives have been unexpectedly touched by

people we have met along the way. When

he leaned over to kiss me, our lips were

so slippery from the salad oil that both of

us laughed.

While the fireworks were wonderful

and exciting, they were not the highlight

of the weekend. The highlight of the

weekend was being together, moving just

a little more slowly, savoring the

moments, the friendships and the

blessings in our lives.

When new week begins, we will go

back to work. We will pick up the pace.

We will talk about politics and listen to

the news. Still a part of me knows that

just as the spaces between words gives a

sentence its meaning, that the spaces

between our activities are what give

meaning to our lives.

WHAT WE FOCUS ON IS TRULY

WHAT WE SEE

Fireworks and friendship
Gail Van Kleek
VALLEY PATRIOT COLUMNIST

To E-mail International

inspirational author and

motivational story teller,

Gail Van Kleeck

gail@simplewisdom.com

SIMPLE WISDOM
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store, you are getting a healthy, perfect

dog.

It’s time that these puppy stores are

shut down!

Do me a favor and spread the word

about puppy mills and about how

important adoption is.  Don’t think that

you are doing a good thing buy buying

from a pet store because you think you

are “rescuing a puppy mill dog.”  As soon

as one sick dog goes to a new home and a

cage is empty, a new sick dog is rushed

right in to replace it.

If you want to learn more about puppy

mills and what you can do to put an end

to them, just Google “puppy mills.”

There are hundreds of websites with

literature and videos that will keep you

occupied for hours.

I am going to end with a quote that I

found on my rescue’s (One Tail at a

Time) page on Petfinder.com.  Hopefully

it will leave you as shocked as I was

when I first read it.  I think it does a good

job of putting this issue into perspective.

“Every year in the United States an

estimated 5 million animals lose their

lives in shelters because they are

homeless. That is one pet life lost every

6.5 seconds. The pet overpopulation

epidemic is so staggering that for every

animal born in the United States to have a

home... each and every human being

would have to own 6 dogs and 9 cats.

So, in actuality a family of four…2

parents and 2 small children would have

to own 24 dogs and 36 cats. It costs U.S.

taxpayers an estimated 2 billion each year

to round up, house, kill and dispose of

homeless animals.” — Source: Ryan

Newman Foundation website

Boxford resident Kate Whitney holds Dash and Honey. Whitney takes in
foster puppies temporarily while looking for a home to place them.

PHOTO: COURTESY

Y O U R  P E T S

Kate Whitney
VALLEY PATRIOT CONTRIBUTOR

 PUPPY LOVE!

Are you buying your puppies from Puppy Mills?

If you are interested in

adopting a puppy or

becoming a foster parent

to a puppy waiting for a

home you can email Kate

at Kwswingrite@aol.com

Have you ever walked by a pet store at

the mall and stopped in for a few minutes

because you couldn’t make it past the

windows without being smitten by the

adorable faces staring out at you?

I used to be like this.  But not any

more. After all the publicity regarding

puppy mills, you will NEVER find me

inside one of those horrible places. Yes,

the dogs in the windows are cute and

cuddly, and they seem to be right at home

in those wire cages.

When you look into one of those dog’s

eyes, you can’t help but see the pain and

suffering they have been through during

their short life.  If only they could talk.

If only they

could tell you

about being born

into a barren, wire

cage where food

and water are

scarce.  Where love

and human contact is

rare and companionship

is nonexistent.  Where

disease runs rampant.

Where the stench of

feces and ammonia

from urine burns

their noses.

If only they could tell us about their

long journey from the mill to the pet

store. And how the people at the pet store

gave them shots to try and make them

appear less sick than they were. And how

they were groomed for hours until their

once matted coats shined.

If only they could tell us this side of the

story.  It’s up to us as dog lovers to

realize that this is what goes on!  This

isn’t something that people can say

doesn’t exist or is made up.  There is

proof.  There is proof in the undercover

videos and undercover sting operations

that have rescued thousands of these poor

dogs.  (Did anyone watch that episode on

Oprah a few months ago?)

Puppy mills are places were dogs are

bred over and over again and are kept in

the most inhumane conditions.

Obviously places that sell puppies from

puppy mills don’t advertise this fact, but

be aware of pet stores, newspaper ads,

and Internet ads.  Remember that no

reputable breeder would ever sell a dog to

someone they have never met.

Puppies that are sold in the ways

mentioned above have one purpose in

life.  They aren’t bred to be your best

friend or slobber you with kisses in the

morning.  They are bred and sold to make

money.  Puppy’s are a hot commodity and

these puppy mills are paying top dollar

for breeding dogs.

Every breed of dog can be found in

puppy mills.  Breeding dogs are sold and

bought at an auction, very similar to a car

or art auction.  Each dog is presented to

an audience and then goes to the puppy

mill of the highest bidder.

Female dogs are forced to have litter

after litter for as long as they will

produce.  I read an article about a

breeding dog named “Millie” whose

uterus had slipped out of place due to

multiple pregnancies and deliveries, and

was literally protruding outside her body.

What a pleasant thought.  Seriously,

who does these things to these poor

animals!  After breeding females can no

longer produce offspring, they are killed,

abandoned, or sold to another mill.

Please remember something.  When

you decide to get a new puppy or dog,

please ADOPT!  It’s about time that we

put an end to these disgusting puppy

mills.  Remember that many pet stores

who buy from puppy mills will NEVER

admit to this fact.  They have been trained

to make claims such as “our puppies are

from reputable breeders and come with

legitimate papers” or “we would never

get puppies from a puppy mill.”  Don’t be

fooled.

Often times there is a stigma that

comes along with getting a dog from a

shelter.  But gone are the days when dogs

at the pound are mangy and unruly.

You would be surprised at the

beautiful, loving dogs who are just

waiting to be adopted.  My two dogs are a

testament to how amazing shelter dogs

are.  Some people don’t want to adopt

because they want a  “purebred” and

“healthy” dog.  Just because you think

you are buying from a reputable breeder

or a popular pet store doesn’t mean that is

the type of dog you will get.

There have been documented reports of

pet store puppies having horrible things

wrong such as: Parvovirus, urinary

infections, ear infections, roundworms,

neurological problems, painful and severe

dental infections, mange, kennel cough,

and pneumonia.

Not only are these things terrible for

the dog, but they are very expensive to

treat.  Please don’t fall into the trap of

thinking that if you buy a dog from a pet
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� Flexible scheduling
� Experienced teachers
� Proven success since 1977

SAT prep for students seeking dramatic
score improvements.

Call 000-000-000
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Assessing Needs.
Increasing Scores.
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© 2006 Huntington Learning Centers, Inc. Independently owned and operated.
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(978) 794-4321

Quick, reliable service since 1977Quick, reliable service since 1977Quick, reliable service since 1977Quick, reliable service since 1977Quick, reliable service since 1977
Specializing in the control of

* ANTS  * COCKROACHES  * TERMITES *
FLEAS  * SILVERFISH * RATS * MICE

* BEES, ETC

VISIT OUR LOCATIONS

15 PELHAM STREET, METHUEN, MASS

82 PLAISTOW ROAD, PLAISTOW, NH *603-382-9644

92 WEST BROADWAY, DERRY, NH *603-425-1995

All Kinds of Shoe Repairs - Pocketbook Refurbishing
Custom Shoe Dying -  Orthopedic Shoes

Don’t wait ‘till next winter
to weatherize your shoes
Don’t wait ‘till next winter
to weatherize your shoes

139 Main St., North Andover, (978) 685-2325
OPEN: Mon. - Fri. 8:30 - 5pm & Sat. 8:30 - 4pm

Do it
now!

J & W Shoe Repair and Leather Service
We Also Sell SHOES!

J & W Shoe Repair and Leather Service
We Also Sell SHOES!

YourTownMortgage.com

Call Dennis at 978-258-3791
or email at dennis@yourtownmortgage.com

Over 10 years financing Real Estate transactions in Massachusetts.

Let me get you the BEST RATE on your next Purchase or Refinance! Call me today!

Dennis J. Casamasina

Mortgage Officer/ Manager

YOUR TOWN MORTGAGE
Your Partner in Real Estate

The Lowest Rates in Town every day!
Save MONEY on your next mortgage!

No Origination fees, Document Preparation
fees, Credit Report or Application fees,
Residential and Commercial Real Estate
Financing

Mass. Mtg. Broker MB # 4972 // Licensed Mortgage Professionals wanted

10 Beacon Hill Blvd. North Andover, MA 01845

Visit our Website at:

No Origination fees, Document Preparation
fees, Credit Report or Application fees,
Residential and Commercial Real Estate
Financing

Visit our Website at:

Save $100.00 on closing costs
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Call for a consultation today

Simple bankruptcy may

be the answer for you.

Tel. 978-686-9800

Rob Thomas, Attorney at Law
HARVEY, KLEGER &

THOMAS

184 Pleasant Valley St.
Methuen, MA 01844

TOO MUCH DEBT?
THREATENED BY FORECLOSURE?

RiverBank’s Shred Day at their

Jackson St. location in Methuen on

Saturday, May 10.

RiverBank recently ran three Shred

Day events for the local community to

help fight identity theft.  Area residents

brought their sensitive documents,

including old financial papers and

cancelled checks, by the boxful to be

shredded.

The bank had mobile shredding trucks

set up at their branches in Methuen,

Salem (NH), and on the site of their

future RiverBank location in Derry, NH.

The new RiverBank location is sched-

uled to open in late fall 2008. At the

Shred Days, River Bank employees

shared helpful information on how to pre-

vent identity theft and raffled off three

RiverBank Methuen helps fight identity theft with shred day campaign
personal shredders. To contact RiverBank

for more information on Identity Theft

Protection at 978-725-7500.

Linda Buell, RiverBank V.P., Branch

Manager, Methuen (Jackson Street),

presents raffle winner Dan Pierro with the

personal shredder he won at one of

RiverBank’s recent Shred Days

RiverBank offers a range of

commercial and consumer loan and

deposit products in southern New

Hampshire and northern Massachusetts.

RiverBank operates 6 full-service

banking offices in Andover, Lawrence,

Methuen (2) and North Andover,

Massachusetts and Salem, New

Hampshire. The Bank will be opening its

Derry, New Hampshire branch office in

the late fall of 2008.

Linda Buell, RiverBank V.P., Branch Manager, Methuen (Jackson
Street), presents raffle winner Dan Pierro with the personal shredder he
won at one of RiverBank’s recent Shred Days

BOSTON — The House of

Representatives has unanimously approved

a comprehensive energy reform bill that

will reduce the Commonwealth’s use of

foreign oil, increase use and production of

cleaner, more renewable energy and help

save costs at a critical time for consumers.

The Green Communities Act, also

unanimously approved by the Senate, is

expected to become law Wednesday with

the signing of Governor Deval Patrick.

“When we saw the energy crisis on the

horizon last year, the Massachusetts House

acted and now we will have a law that

comprehensively and aggressively tackles

this crisis at just the right time,” said

Representative Campbell. “I am pleased to

have been a part of this historic energy

reform in the Commonwealth.”

The bill’s lead author, House Speaker

Salvatore F. DiMasi said, “Bold energy

reform was my top priority this session and

we have produced a nation-leading law that

will reduce our reliance on foreign oil and

encourage the production and use of more

sustainable, renewable energy that can save

us all money in the years to come. I am very

pleased to have worked with such a broad

coalition of stakeholders to make my

original bill far stronger and I thank them,

particularly the members of the House,

Senate President Murray, Governor Patrick

and his energy Secretary Ian Bowles, for

their hard work.”

The Green Communities Act will place a

renewed focus on cost-saving energy

efficiency and renewable energy

throughout the Commonwealth. The bill

places a focus on “Efficiency First Energy

Procurement,” and requires distribution

companies to consider all available energy

resources when purchasing power.

It also mandates that the state’s electric

companies purchase the most cost-effective

and stable resources, with the goal of

procuring all cost-effective energy

efficiency and conservation, prior to the

acquisition of more expensive supply from

traditional sources.

 On a local level, the bill charges the new

Division of Green Communities, under the

newly-elevated Department of Energy

Resources, to establish a green communities

program to give cities and towns the

opportunity to take advantage of loans and

grants provided by the state to finance the

cost of energy efficiency improvements and

renewable and alternative energy projects.

Other portions of the bill include

provisions that:

• Direct the state to replace state-owned

and operated vehicles with more fuel-

efficient vehicles.

• Direct the Secretary of Energy and

Environmental Affairs to establish a

program whereby homeowners or tenants

can purchase renewable energy products for

the home with no up-front payment, and

pay them off monthly on their utility bill.

• Establish a 5-year pilot program,

requiring distribution companies to enter

into cost-effective renewable energy

contracts, over 10 to 15 years, to help

eliminate a barrier in the financing of

renewable energy generation in the

Commonwealth.

• Encourage net metering to promote on-

site generation through financial incentives.

• Establish a commission to examine the

environmental and economic impact of

instituting a green building plan for the

Commonwealth.

House unanimously passes nation-

leading energy reform package
Bold reform will reduce dependence on foreign oil, increase use and

production of clean energy

M E T  H U E N
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If you are unhappy with your child’s
report card, call today and ask about

our effective programs. We can diagnose
what is keeping your child from being his or her best and create a
program of instruction tailored to his or her needs. Just a few hours
a week can improve your child’s skills, confidence and motivation.

Independently franchised and operated. ©2008 Huntington Learning Centers, Inc.

Acton
978-263-2244

Methuen
978-689-8400

Shrewsbury
508-842-3303

Somerville
617-354-8008

Waltham
781-899-9888

Nashua
603-897-1000

your child’s
Make next year

best school

PRIVATE TUTORING FOR

SAT/PSAT/ACT
SSAT/ISEE PREP

1-800 CAN LEARN

year ever.

126 Merrimack Street, Methuen,

M E T H U E N

Ask for Ronnie

or Fletch

Mass Inspection 5018

SHEEHAN’S
24 Hour
Service

978-687-9378

26 Lawrence St. Methuen MA

Towing Service

METHUEN -- Summer may mean the

end of school and time for play, but it

also offers the exciting world of

possibilities for reading. Huntington

Learning Center of Methuen is inviting

students on an adventure – a reading

adventure!

Reading Adventure is a Huntington

summer reading program that builds on

themes of discovery and exploration to

dramatize how books can transport the

reader to a new world of adventure. The

first step is for the child to choose one or

more books from the provided lists of

books that highlight appropriate reading

for each grade level. Giving the child the

Huntington Learning Center launches Reading

Adventure summer program for students
ability to choose the book encourages

them to read for pleasure based on their

interests.

The chosen books are entered into a

“passport” and the journey begins.

Once a book is read, the child

completes a journal and receives a

postcard for that book to motivate

continued reading and most importantly,

to have the child look to reading as a way

of exploring new people, places and

interests.

“The Reading Adventure program was

designed to not only encourage reading,

but get students excited about it. Students

and teachers discuss what they've read

and the joy of reading becomes evident,”

said John Cantor, operator of Huntington

Learning Center of Methuen. “Their

investments of time and energy have

yielded tremendous positive results in

terms of improved reading ability.”

Students’ hard work lead up to a

celebration in honor of their

achievements in the Reading Adventure

program at the Methuen Huntington

Learning Center. Each student who

participated in the program will receive a

certificate of accomplishment and a

trophy to commemorate their success in

reading books for their enjoyment over

the summer.

"Reading Adventure can be as

successful as the child’s imagination can

expand," Cantor said. "It offers a chance

for students to enhance their reading

skills and then enter the new school year

prepared."

For more information about Reading

Adventure, or Huntington Learning

Center of Methuen, please contact John

Cantor at (978) 689-1880.

About Huntington Learning Center

Founded in 1977, Huntington Learning

Center is the nation’s longest-running

supplemental education services provider,

and a pioneer and leader in the franchise

learning center arena. Huntington

provides instruction in reading, writing,

spelling, phonics, mathematics and study

skills as well as one-to-one instruction in

SAT and ACT preparation to tens of

thousands of students in kindergarten

through 12th grade.

Huntington prides itself on its unpara-

lleled programs which specialize in

helping parents, caregivers and educators

identify the gaps in skills and knowledge

that can limit learning potential, and in

providing a personalized program of

instruction to enable children to excel. To

learn more or to locate a center near you,

call today, 1-800 CAN LEARN.

age 59 ½ may be subject to a 10% IRS

penalty tax.)  This may allow your money

to accumulate much faster than it might in

a comparable, currently taxable

investment.

In addition, a fixed annuity can provide

you with flexibility. With many fixed an-

nuities, you can add to your policy as

your finances permit, and you can even

arrange for systematic contributions to be

deducted directly from your checking ac-

count. Lastly, many fixed annuities offer

a guaranteed death benefit feature that

may allow the annuity proceeds to be

passed on to your loved ones outside of

your estate.

Take Control of Your Future

Fixed annuities are designed to help

you accumulate money for your retire-

ment, but they can also help meet your

needs during many stages of your life.

For women - who are at greater risk for

poverty during their retirement years - it

is especially crucial to start planning now.

Fixed annuities can help provide the

peace of mind and security you need for

the future - so you can concentrate on

today.

For more information on how fixed

annuities can help you prepare for your

retirement, please contact Gregory J.

Loosigian, Financial Services Profes-

sional, New York Life Insurance Com-

pany, at telephone number 781-398-9823.

58 00335657CV (Footnotes) 1 Impact of

Retirement Risk on Women, Women’s Institute for a

Secure Retirement in conjunction with the Society of

Actuaries, October, 2006.

FUTURE: from page 20

Methuen city councilor Ken Willette

has submitted legislation at the state

house through Representative Linda Dean

Campbell’s office. Willette’s proposal

would  to toughen the sex offender laws

in Massachusetts. The following is

Willette’s proposal for changes to the sex

offender laws.

1) Registered Level 3 and Level 2 sex

offenders shall be prohibited from

traveling within 1,000 feet of any town-

owned park, recreational area,

playground or athletic field; any public

school or public day care facility; and the

Nevins Library. Signs shall be posted at

the roadway or parking area leading to

each location, and on the exterior of each

building, if applicable, warning violators

of non-criminal fines of

$300 for the first offense

of trespassing and $300

for each subsequent

offense.

2) Permanent bulletin

boards highlighting the

official postings of

Registered Level 3 sex

offenders shall be placed

within the main entrance

area of the Searles

Building, the main

entrance area of the Quinn Building

separate from the entrance for the

Methuen Police Department, within the

main entrance area of the Nevins Library,

and in the administrative area of every

public school building and

public day care facility. The

Methuen Police Department

shall ensure the timely

distribution and placement of

new official postings of

Registered Level 3 sex

offenders.

3) Official postings of

Level 3 sex offenders shall

also be displayed in an

accessible and prominent

location on the official City

of Methuen website.

4) A special task force shall be created

to review existing sex offender laws in

Massachusetts and recommend legislative

changes to strengthen local restrictions on

City  Councilor Willette  submits sex offender legislation

sex offenders for submission to the

legislative delegation of Methuen no later

than December 1, 2008.

The task force shall meet on a monthly

basis, discuss ideas and also forward their

recommendations, based on majority

vote, to the Mayor and the Methuen City

Council. The special task force shall

consist of two members of the Methuen

City Council designated by the City

Council Chairman; one member of the

Methuen Police Department designated

by the Police Chief, one member of the

Methuen School Committee designated

by the School Committee Chairman and

one member of the Methuen Public

Safety Commission designated by the

Public Safety Commission Chairman.

Proposes setting up task force, posting sex offenders information in schools, city buildings
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Homeowner Foreclosure  
Prevention Workshop 

Governor Deval L. Patrick  
& The Executive Office of Housing & Economic Development 
   

Michael Sullivan, Mayor of the City of Lawrence 

Sponsored by: 

Massachusetts Homeowners:  
Get Help Now to Save Your Home 

Thursday, July 17, 2008 
2:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 

 

South Lawrence East School 
165 Crawford Street 

Lawrence, MA 
 
 

Located close to I-495 and Rt. 114. 
 

Residents of Lawrence and surrounding 
towns are encouraged to attend. 

Join the Patrick Administration and Mayor Michael Sullivan as they 
bring together mortgage lenders and Massachusetts homeowners from 
the Northeast. 
   

This is a unique opportunity for you to: 

Meet face to face with your mortgage lender to discuss loan  
modifications & alternatives to prevent foreclosure  
Meet with local housing & credit counselors  
Attend educational seminars about keeping your home  

Spanish-speaking counselors will be available at the workshop. 

For questions related to this event, 

please call 978-685-3115 
 

www.mass.gov/foreclosure 

M E T H U E N

METHUEN - The Rotary Club of

Methuen-Salem celebrated the induction of

it’s newest officers.  The new officers

include President Charles of Methuen, Vice

President Ed Gaffny of Salem NH,

President Elect Ray Melo of Newburyport,

Treasurer Veronica Calixto of Haverhill and

Secretary Gene Amiss of Methuen.

During the ceremony, several awards

were given by the outgoing Club President

Andy Carace, owner of Pest End

Exterminators Inc, Methuen.

Jose Cruz, Business Development

Manager of TD Banknorth in Methuen has

been named Rotarian of the Year.  This

award is presented annually.

The recipient is selected by Club

members based on his/her service to the

Club, the community, and Rotary

International. Rotary Club of Methuen-

Salem President Andy Carace noted that

“Jose does an excellent job maintaining our

website and serving as Public Relations

Jose Cruz of TD Bank North named Rotarian of the Year
chair person.  In addition, he is always ready

and willing to assist with our community

service projects.  I don’t know how Jose

finds the time…between family and being

a successful banker; he is always there to

volunteer when we need him.”  Rotarian of

the Year goes to a Rotarian who not only

espouses the values we as Rotarians value,

but also dedicates themselves to making the

Club a better one through efforts in

operations as well as in community service.

In addition to serving the Public

Relations chairperson, Jose provides

assistance to local service projects such as

the Club’s Annual Charity Golf

Tournament, holiday food basket drive and

cooking and serving food to athletes and

their families at the Special Olympics event

the Club sponsors annually at Salem, NH

High School. Jose is also a member of the

Methuen Board of Trade. He resides in

Salem NH with his wife Grace and daughter

Kelsey.

Connie Doto, a successful realtor for

Century 21 Mclennan and Company

received the Paul Harris Fellow Award.

This distinguished award is named after

Rotary founder, Paul Harris.

The Paul Harris Fellow Award is granted

to someone who personifies Rotary with

their outstanding service in the community

while promoting high ethical standards in

business.

The motto for Rotary is Service Above

Self.  Connie has been a member of the Club

for 7 years.  She also works with the Interact

Club at Presentation of Mary High School,

sponsored by the Methuen-Salem Rotary

Club.

Other awards handed out during the

ceremony were to Veronica Calixto, Vice

President and Branch Manager or

RiverBank in Methuen.

Veronica was given the Service Above

Self Award.  Outgoing Club President Andy

Carace noted, “Veronica has faced

tremendous personal adversity this year, she

is still able serve as an exceptional Rotarian;

she assists with all of our service projects

and continued her duties as Treasurer.  She

is very special to the Club.”  Veronica is

the Club’s Treasurer and Foundation

chairperson.

The Methuen-Salem Rotary Club serves

the communities of Methuen and Salem.

Service projects include providing holiday

food baskets to over 100 local needy

families, awarding scholarships to local

high school seniors, Teacher of the Year and

Student of the Month, cooking and serving

food to athletes and their families at the

Special Olympics.

The Methuen-Salem Rotary Club meets

at the Sweetheart Inn, Methuen every

Friday at 12:15.  For more information

about the Methuen-Salem Rotary Club,

visit www.methuensalemrotary.org.

Outgoing Rotary president Andy Carace with Charles Perrault, John Breen of the Breen Funeral Home in Lawrence presents the Paul Harris Fellow
Award to Connie Doto of Century 21 and Veronica Calixto, VP and Branch Manager of RiverBank in Methuen receives Service Above Self Award.

PHOTOS: COURTESY
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Ranting through the summer
RONNIE’S RANTS

Ronnie Ford
VALLEY PATRIOT COLUMNIST

Cool Breezes, Overlooking the Water
join the thousands of people who return and enjoy Markey’s

Markey’s

Route 286, Seabrook NH

Open Mon. Thru Sun. 11AM - Tommy and Joyce Welcome You!

LOBSTER POOL

Lobsters, Clams, Scallops, Shrimp,
Haddock, Steamers & Mussels

~delicious~

1-603-474-2851
Route 286, Seabrook NH

3 Howe St. Methuen 01844

I would like to write a column on the

up coming election of the President of

the United States, but I honestly don’t

know how.  It’s not because I am short

on the gray matter or brains.  However,

some would argue that point.

The present happenings seemingly

out of place, and illogical, place a block

in my normal thinking process.  Years

ago a Democrat was the party of the

people.  The Republican party stood for

big business and the rich.  Today?  Very

few office holders on the federal level

are not millionaires; whether they wear

the elephant or the donkey logo.

And, local state legislators although

not so rampant, are headed toward

bulging pockets as well. Neither

starboard nor port sided politicians,

(that is right or left to those non

mariner readers) are on the side of

average America.  As in all professions,

there are a few who don’t lie. Don’t

God Bless America - God Bless Our Troops

139 Forest St.  - (978) 688 - 7102

Jeanne Pappalardo
West District Councilor

Methuen

spin, and try to help the people they

represent.  My recommendation to the

electorate, flip a coin!

***

Tim Sheehy is a Lieutenant on the

Methuen Fire Department.  He was

spotlighted by another newspaper for

having saved or assisted in saving

another person’s life.  I talked to this

local hero, and I would like to add a

few words to the story.  Like many in

his profession, he down played his part

in the act of heroism.

As a person fortunate enough to have

firefighters in my family, (father and

nephew), something happens when

boots, Helmut and raincoat are donned.

Maybe it is extra courage or a feeling

of bravery, but something sets them

apart.

There is no question these guys and

gals have guts.  Sheehy was off duty

and swing into action as a second

nature to save a life.  Tim is also a

combat Marine Veteran, having done

his share in the Gulf War one.  Just last

month I wrote about the police and then

this shows up about a fireman, same

deal.  It isn’t an easy job. Keep that in

mind.

***

Every year we have a reunion of the

Arlington district.  It is held at

Jackson’s Restaurant in Methuen.  The

food is great, the atmosphere beautiful,

the cordiality of Sue Dubois, Gary her

son, and their entire family and staff,

could not have been finer.

Top that off with Sister Patricia

McKearney, and Sister Joan Doyle of

the Dominican Order, drove up from

New Jersey just to make this get

together of old friends of different age

groups.

Claire McCarthy Hickey came from

Florida, Coreen Kondroy from Florida,

and Jack Doyle from Ireland. So, so,

many others who swapped stories of

sledding down the German Old Folks

hilly backyard; walking to Swan and

Jackson streets to have a Findesen’s ice

cream; or strolling into Methuen to

Clifford’s Ice Cream Parlor.

Just sitting around listening to 45

records. Or, gathering at Lawlor’s Drug

Store, and sharing a coke with your girl

or boy friend. It makes you a bit misty.

But what a time! It is certainly a night

of happiness.  Makes you feel like you

can forget all your troubles and go back

to your youth.

***

Joyce Markey of Markey’s Lobster

Pool, has a brother named Jim

Accursios, who is also a top-notch

chef!  Jim has appeared on Bruce

Arnold’s TV and radio programs.  Jim’s

talents lie in his ability to blend his

personality in with his cooking prowess

to give a very enjoyable presentation to

an audience of any kind.  Now we all

know the Markey family goes way back

in terms of the food service business.

I wonder if the garlic side of the

family might open a real nice restaurant

on Rt. 286 in Seabrook?   So folks keep

on going to the finest seafood place in

North America.  Look for the happy

chef in the future!

May the good Lord take a liking to

you. Do something nice for someone

today, and we wish you enough.

Ronnie Ford is a Methuen

resident, the former host of
the “Hot Line” radio pro-

gram, a former Methuen

police officer and a former

member of the Methuen

school committee and city

council. You can email

Ronnie at Radiotalk@comcast.net
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Lancer 1 Inc. - 12 Water St. North Andover, MA 01845

call us at 800-984-6488  or visit us online at: www.lancer1inc.com

“An indispensable training tool”

- Robin Lynch, Director, GLCAC Child Care

Two -sided
graphics,

4 Feet  by 6 Feet
when extended

WHAT NOW??? is manufactured under US patent  # D 546391

This device:
* Sets up in seconds * Sends a clear 360 visual message of danger during fire drills
and emergency evacuation drills. * A great tool for risk management professionals
* Can fit any standard to large sized  doorways, halls, and stairwells  *Weighs less
than 5lbs.

Can your employees find alternative exits if there’s a fire blocking their
primary escape route? Insist on training that will save their lives!

USED BY
FORTUNE 500
COMPANIES IN

FOUR COUNTRIES

Sale ends 07/31/08

Is your child’s school ready for an emergency?

Testimonial from the United States Marines...
Mr. Peters,

Just a note to tell you how pleased we are with the “What Now???” ETA.  We have used it

during several evacuation drills at various station locations and have received nothing but

positive comments about this tool.  Enclosed you will find an article we are submitting to

our Navy Fire Service Newsletter entitled What’s Happening.  Please feel free to use this in

advertising and maybe we can bring several more military installations on-board.  Thanks

for bringing us a great tool to use in educating everyone on the importance of fire safety.

Joseph A. Otterbine

Lead Fire Inspector

MCAS Structural Fire-Rescue Division

Fire Prevention Branch

COM: (843) 228-7854  DSN: 335-7854

joseph.otterbine@usmc.mil

MCAS Fire Inspector James Botelle
explains purpose of “What Now???”
to Middleton S. Elliott Elementary School
Principal Barbara Hazzard.

After seeing that their primary exit path
is blocked, the teacher immediately
redirects the children to their secondary
exit.

In case of an

emergency or fire,

“Do you know two

ways out”?
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VALLEY PATRIOT OF THE MONTH, Jeremiah (Jerry) Sullivan : from page 1

Oil Change Service
5% Discount
for Military
Veterans

$19.95Basic

* Oil & Filter

* Check Fluids

* 7-Point Courtesy Check

PLUS TAX*

203 South Broadway
Lawrence MA
Phone - (978) 794-1494
FAX -  (978) 794-9885 * Includes up to 5 quarts of standard motor oil and a standard filter. Valid on most cars and light trucks. Additional disposal

and shop supply fees may apply.  Special oils and filters are available at additional costs. * Offer Expires 8/8/08

AT MEINEKE CAR CARE CENTER IN LAWRENCE, WE ARE PROUD TO JOIN THE VALLEY PATRIOT IN HONORING OUR MILITARY HEROES!

TO OUR
BRAVE

VETERANS,
THANK YOU!

www.meineke.com
Conveniently located next  to CVS on South Broadway

South Dakota while

attending Radio School.

Jerry said that not very

much snow fell that

winter … it just blew

horizontally, first in one

direction and then back

in the other direction.

After his blood

thickened sufficiently to

withstand the bitter

cold, it was time to head

off to Yuma, Arizona for

the summer to attend

Gunnery School. Jerry

says he wasn’t very

good at recognizing

aircraft (friend, foe, or

type) in the tests that

were given. When faced

with either being assigned to artillery as a

radio operator or as an aircraft gunner, he

decided he wanted to get a good score on

the aircraft recognition test. Recruiting a

fellow gunner, who had just passed the

test with flying colors, to stand in for him

on the exam, Jerry “earned” a perfect

score!   His perfect score opened up an

option for him to stay stateside as an

instructor and avoid going into combat,

but Jerry opted to go to war. In mid-1944

Jerry was put on a troop ship (with the

other members of his B-17 crew) and

headed for Naples where he was assigned

to the US airbase at Foggia, Italy.

Jerry recalls the process of checking

the bulletin board each day to see if you

were scheduled for a mission the

following day. Those of us who have

never experienced the horrors of war can

probably never appreciate the experience

of looking at that bulletin board and

wondering, every day, if you were about

to be assigned to your last mission.

I asked Jerry to

describe his feelings

before his first mission

over enemy territory.

He hesitated and then

said he would tell me

about that day.

When you have a

mission assigned, you

get a 4:30AM wakeup

call. You dress for the

flight … long johns,

sweater, heated suit,

and heavy uniform …

the knitted hat, helmet,

gloves, and oxygen

system came later. This

was high altitude

flying in an unheated,

unpressurized, tin can

… it was COLD at over 30,000 feet! Next

it was breakfast. The cooks were

especially good to the aircrews. Jerry

recalls the breakfast before his first

mission: his stomach was so cramped and

tense he couldn’t eat. This wasn’t just

another day at the office.

After breakfast, while still dark out,

you were driven to the flight line to pick

up your equipment bag and parachute. On

that first day, Jerry was fitted for his

parachute harness … something he hoped

he would never have to use. Finally, it

was time for the aircraft pre-flight checks

(engineer and gunners) and pre-mission

briefings. After the radio operator was

given the secret radio codes and all

crewmen synchronized their watches, it

was time to fly.

Who makes up a B-17 crew? Jerry

gave a brief lesson: The crew was made

up of 10 men (starting from the front): the

bombardier and navigator in the nose, a

pilot and co-pilot in the cockpit, the

engineer between and directly behind

them, the radio operator who also was a

gunner on the upward firing gun (this was

Jerry), the ball-turret gunner (hanging

beneath the plane), the left and right

gunners, and, finally, the tail gunner.

The missions were flown by squadrons

of 7 to 9 planes with fighter escorts that

were not typically in formation. The

fighters often had their own missions and

were on-call nearby if the squadron was

attacked. Late in the war the capacity of

the German Luftwaffe was significantly

reduced and fighters did not often attack

the squadrons. The biggest threat in 1944/

45 was from flack. If a B-17 was hit by

flack and forced to leave the main

squadron, German fighters, who wouldn’t

attack a combined squadron, would rush

to finish off a wounded bomber.

Jerry vividly recalls the heavy flack

encountered on many missions. The sky

was often black with the residue from

exploding shells. “We had to just cruise

through it,” he said. “You couldn’t hear it,

not because it wasn’t loud, but because

the aircraft was so noisy”. Flack often

exploded very close to the plane and

holes were patched in the airplane after

nearly every mission.

Jerry received weather reports for the

target area every 15 minutes enroute. The

mission called for them to fly to the IP

(initial point) and from the IP to the target

area (the “bomb run”). During the bomb

run, the altitude, airspeed and heading

were prescribed … no maneuvering to

avoid flack or the bombardier would

never be able to hit the target (as

advanced as the Norden bomb sight was,

it couldn’t handle anything other than

straight and level flight over the target).

After the bombs were released, Jerry

checked the bomb bay and announced

over the interphone, “Bombs are gone” or

“Bombs are still there”. Once, when the

bombs were stuck and nothing else would

release them, the engineer had to go into

the bomb bay and dislodge them with his

foot.

There is much more to tell, but you’ll

have to talk to Jerry to hear the rest.

I always thought it was “25 missions

and you go home” for B-17 crews… but

this was not true late in the war. Jerry

finished his flying career just about when

Germany surrendered … after an

unbelievable 50 missions! Actually, it

was a few less than 50 because, after

really bad missions, the crew was

credited with two missions. Jerry recalls

this may have been awarded to his crew

three times, so his mission total is

probably around 47; with 44 of those as

lead bomber. Jerry flew in many B-17s on

these missions. His favorite was one was

named “Vaudeville” because it had a

subtitle, “Coming Home”.

Jerry, who still lives in Lawrence, has

recently been diagnosed with cancer and

is beginning chemotherapy. We pray for

his successful recovery.

Jerry, thank you for your brave service.

Dr. Ormsby is a member

of the North  Andover

School Committee. He is a

graduate of Cornell and

has a doctorate from MIT.

You can contact Dr.

Ormsby via email: cormsby@comcast.net
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Sal’s Pizza & Salvatore’s is the

proud sponsor of The Valley Patriot

of the Month ... Honoring the

Heroes in Our Midst who served

our nation.

Martini as a Mini!
Order your Favorite 

Martini as a Mini!
Only $4.00

354 Merrimack Street,

LAWRENCE
354 MERRIMACK STREET
LAWRENCE, MA 01842

TEL. 978-291-0220  FAX. 978-291-0204

BOSTON
225 NORTHERN AVENUE

BOSTON, MA 02210
TEL. 617-737-5454  or 617-737-7257 (SALS)  

FAX. 617-737-7676

www.salvatoresboston.com

Amesbury, MA
84 Haverhill Street

(Rte. 110)
978-388-5400

Belmont, NH
96 Daniel Webster Hwy.

603-524-0097

Billerica, MA
328 Boston Road

(Rte. 3A)
978-671-9393

Campbell, CA
533 E. Campbell Ave

408-376-0553

Cape Coral, FL
910 East Cape Coral Parkway

941-540-7373

Chelmsford, MA
296 Chelmsford Street

978-256-7997

Concord, NH
80 Storrs Street
603-226-0297

Derry, NH
2 Lenox Road
(Jct. Rte. 28)
603-425-2626

Everett, MA
366 Broadway
617-381-7899 COMING 

SOON!

Ipswich, MA

Boston, MA

Fitchburg, MA

Hampton Beach, NH
191 Ocean Boulevard

603-926-1313

Haverhill, MA
95 Winter Street

(Rte. 97)
978-521-7575

Hooksett, NH
1328 Hooksett Road

603-622-5151

Lowell, MA
1201 Bridge Street

(Rte. 38) 
978-441-1717

Manchester, NH
296 South Willow Street 

603-623-6565

Marlboro, MA
Post Road Plaza,

222B East Main St.
508-624-7257

Merrimack, NH
501 Daniel Webster Highway

603-424-3000

Middleton, MA
210 A South
Main Street

978-774-7411

Milford, NH
180 Elm Street 
603-672-5544

Milford, MA
COMING SOON! 

206 E. Main Street

Morgan Hill, CA
301 Vineyard
Town Center

408-778-2162

Nashua, NH
24 East Hollis Street

(Rte. 111) 
603-578-5858

North Andover, MA
490 Main Street 
978-689-7374

Salem, NH
29 North Broadway

(Rte. 28) 
603-894-6767

Salisbury Beach, MA
18 Broadway 
978-499-9757

Seabrook, NH
380 Lafayette Road

(Rte. 1) 
603-474-9999

Tewksbury, MA
2500 Main Street

(Rte. 38) 
978-694-7676

Tyngsboro, MA
440 Middlesex Rd.

TJ Maxx Plaza
978-649-4600

The Best Pizza

Straight from Boston’s North End
HOME OF THE 19” 3LB. PIZZA

Amesbury, MA
84 Haverhill Street (Rte. 110) 

978-388-5400

Chelmsford, MA
296 Chelmsford Street 

978-256-7997

Salem, NH
29 North Broadway (Rte. 28) 

603-894-6767

Catering Available

The Freshest Ingredients

The Finest Dining
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354 Merrimack St., at Sal’s Riverwalk

Lawrence MA 01843

Tel. 978.685.9700     Fax 978.685.9701
MA Mortgage Broker #MB 4520

Licensed by the NH Banking Dept.

Robert Sharpe
Reverse Mortgage

Specialist

rsharpeb@firstinteg.com

“First in Rates, First in Service”

www.firstinteg.com

 Cell: (978) 382-0716 24-hr.

John Lenotte is the

American Legion, Comman-

der, Wilbur M. Comeau Post 4

Haverhill and Vice Com-

mander, Dept. of Massachu-

setts.  You can Email him at

JohnLDistrict8@verizon.net

V E T E R A N S

Independence Day
what does it mean to you?

John Lenotte
VALLEY PATRIOT COLUMNIST

We must stand up for our
veterans

CARING FOR OUR VETERANS VETERANS’ SERVICES

Susan Piazza is the past

Commander, Chapter 2,

Queen City, DAV and was

the first female comman-

der of the DAV in 75 years

She has been involved with

the DAV for over twenty

five years. You can email Susan at

WithMara@aol.com

As I have noted in past articles,

Independence Day or July 4th, means

cookouts and fireworks.   And for most, a

day off from work, a long weekend to

enjoy New England in

the Summer.

Let us go back in

time to 1776.  For

almost a year the

Continental Congress

tried to work out its

differences with England, but the war was

yet to be declared formally. By June their

efforts went in vain and a committee was

formed to compose a formal Declaration

of Independence.   Perhaps you have read

the recently acclaimed books by David

McCullough- “1776” and “John Adams”

(HBO made a mini series out of the

Adams book).

It was a stressful time in our history,

and patriots rose to the occasion.

Headed by Thomas Jefferson, a

committee was formed that included John

Adams, Benjamin Franklin and Roger

Sherman. Thomas Jefferson was chosen

to write the first draft which was

presented to the Continental Congress on

June 28. John Hancock, President of the

Continental Congress, was the first to

sign the Declaration of Independence.

After various changes, a vote was taken

late in the afternoon of July 4th at a

meeting in Philadelphia.

Of the 13 colonies, 9 voted in favor of

the Declaration, 2 - Pennsylvania and S.

Carolina voted ‘No’, Delaware remained

undecided while New York abstained.

The first newspaper to print the

Declaration was the Pennsylvania

Evening Post on July 6, 1776. On July

8th the Declaration had its first public

reading in Philadelphia’s Independence

Square.  The bell in Independence Hall

was rung. The “Province Bell” would

later be renamed “Liberty Bell” after its

inscription -Proclaim Liberty Throughout

All the Land Unto All the Inhabitants

Thereof. Although the signing of the

Declaration was not completed until

August, the 4th of July has come to be

accepted as the official anniversary of

United States’ independence. In fact, the

event came to be recognized as the most

important one in American history and

the document provided the basis of the

Constitution.   The first Independence

Day celebration took place the

following year - July 4, 1777.

It was not until 1941 that July

4th was declared a legal

holiday.

Over 4,400 gave their

lives in the cause of the

American Revolution.

Since that time, over 42 million men and

women have served our country:

1,190,000 have died in the service of our

country and over 1,400,000 have been

wounded.   Why?   For our freedoms, our

way of life and the flag that symbolizes

our great nation.   Our forefathers came

here to make a better way of life for them

and their family.   Did you notice that

David Ortiz of the Boston Red Sox

recently became a US citizen?   And he

certainly has enough money to live

anywhere he wants to.   But like others,

regardless of their nationalities or

economic status, he CHOSE to become

an American.

Yet, most of us take it for granted.   We

do live in a great land.   But we have a

responsibility to give back, whether it is

at the local, state or federal levels.   We

can all do something, even a few hours a

month in a volunteer status.   Those who

are in a better economic situation can

donate dollars to a charitable

organization.

But again, most of us will forget how

lucky we are to be in the United States of

America and go on and focus on our

barbecues.  Please, remember that

Independence came at a high price.  All

gave some, but some gave all.  God bless

our troops and let them come home safe

to their families.  For no matter what your

political loyalties, the troops are our men

and women, defending OUR way of life.

And what does

Independence Day mean to

you?

Peter Larocque is a

member of the Lawrence

School Committee. He

was originally elected by

the Lawrence City Coun-

cil to fill the unexpired

term of Amy McGovern in

2006 and then elected in his own right

last month. You can email him at

peterlarocque@hotmail.com

RESPONSIBILITY: from page 13
savings accounts, and mortgages. These

young adolescence must be taught that

they are financially responsible for

themselves. Our city along with our

countries financial ability to continue to

bail everyone out from wrong financial

decisions and choices cannot continue. If

we are serious in building a college going

culture, and the cost of education keeps

skyrocketing as it is, then having the

ability to manage one’s own finances is

paramount! Personnel responsibility is a

must! Not just in the financial category

but in all life situations that we find

ourselves in.

The Federal Government last week

came out saying that many people

entitled to the “Economic Stimulus

Payments” have still not applied. If you

are a veteran that receives disability,

pension or survivor benefits then you

may be eligible to receive this money

regardless of whether you work and pay

taxes or not.

The Internal Revenue Service, for the

purpose of receiving this stimulus

package, has allowed those receiving

these benefits to use the money as

“income” though these benefits are not

normally taxed nor considered “income”

for purposes of IRS tax filing.

To qualify for this stimulus package

ones “income” must be $3,000.; if one is

receiving any of the aforementioned

benefits then they should be able to meet

this $3,000. income limit. If for some

reason the benefits provided from VA do

not total $3,000. the individual can use

any Social Security payments they

receive to try to make up the difference.

Both these government agencies and their

benefits can be combined to make up the

$3,000.

The IRS, on their website http://

www.irs.gov/newsroom/article/

0,,id=179203,00.html, mentions a 10-

page packet which contains everything

necessary for the veteran, or survivor, to

file for the stimulus check. However,

directly below this paragraph there is an

indention for Package 1040A-3 for those

who normally do not file taxes. Package

1040A-3 is actually only 8 pages. (Not

sure where the other two pages is the IRS

speaks of but, hey, two less IRS pages is

always good).

The papers in Package 1040A-3 are

actually very user friendly, there is a

sample check to show you how to fill it

out so that it can be directly deposited

into your bank account, there is a sample

form with highlighted sections, and areas

in red for your attention, and then there is

a form that one can download from the

computer and use for filing. As far as

government papers go, this really is not

too bad. It, as all government papers, is

somewhat time consuming.

But, just think of it as getting paid at a

job, it will take you between a half hour

and hour (normally much less) and you

will be paid $300. when was the last time

you were paid $300 for under an hours

worth of work! If you have any problems

filling out any of the information the IRS

provides assistance either by telephone or

by Internet.

You still have a few months to apply,

but try to do it now if possible. Time

tends to fly, and people tend to forget

paperwork. You do not want to miss out

on this money. Times are too tight for

many individuals. Good luck!

We here at the DAV hope that all have a

glorious 4th of July. Please, while you are

out celebrating, remember those in harms

way, and say an extra prayer for our own

missing Alex Jiminez. We wish all our

service members a safe, and peaceful

Holiday!

     Taking personnel responsibility for

your life choices, decisions and actions is

not a character flaw or handicap. It is

rather a strong sign of a good moral

character that will guarantee that you

have the potential to be an asset to society

rather than someone who is of the belief

that they are entitled to be taken care of.

     We are celebrating Independence

Day this month, July 4th now isn’t that

ironic! A group of citizens took the re-

sponsibility upon themselves to fight for

what they believed in. They wanted to be

independent of the influence and de-

mands of another country. They wanted

to be independent and responsible for

their own actions right or wrong. Citizens

of the United States of America standing

on their own two feet. Now, today we

have citizens who seem to want to go

back under the influence and to be

relieved of any personnel responsibility.

They want the United States government

to bail them out of every wrong decision

or action.

Why, because they believe they are

entitled! I now ask you, is this truly the

direction we as the citizens of the United

States of America want to go in? I think

not!

God Bless you all,

1-866-7-TROOPS

www.homesforourtroops.org

Building and remodeling specially adapted homes
for our most severely wounded Veterans

HOMES FOR

OUR TROOPS
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D R A C U T

Lake Buena Vista, FL- Dracut High

School Marching Band, Indoor Guard,

String Orchestra, and Choral Ensembles

from Dracut, MA took to the Walt Disney

World Resort stage on May 2 & 3, during

the fourth annual Festival Disney.

During the event, the performers

participated in adjudicated performances,

personalized feedback clinics and a high-

energy awards ceremony.

Ensembles from as far away as Japan,

have packed their sheet music,

instruments, flags and dance shoes to

travel to the Walt Disney World and take

part in the largest single site Disney-

produced music festival each weekend

until May 10, 2008.

The festival series schedule includes

two days of adjudicated performances,

where band, choral, dance, auxiliary, jazz,

and concert ensembles receive valuable

written and recorded feedback from

nationally recognized music educators.

To conclude the event, groups are invited

to the Festival Disney Awards Ceremony.

All ensembles receive an exclusive

Festival Disney Award, and every

participant receives a Festival Disney

Medal to commemorate their

participation. Competing groups will vie

Dracut High School takes part in Festival Disney

for Best in Class and Festival Disney

Gold, Silver and Bronze Awards.

Each director selects the group's

classification and one of three

adjudication categories when they

register. The categories include

Competition — where groups are rated

and ranked for the top awards; Ratings

Only — where the ensemble is awarded a

rating but not a ranking; and Comments

Only — where the group receives only

written and verbal feedback. Immediately

following their performance, concert

ensembles will participate in a feedback

clinic with one of the adjudicators.

Festival Disney is open to junior,

middle and high school music groups.

MENC: The National Association for

Music Education officially endorses

Festival Disney. This music festival is

part of Disney Performing Arts which

offer instrumental, vocal and dance

groups the opportunity to learn, perform

and celebrate at the Disney Parks.

For more information go to Festival

Disney.com or call 1-800-603-0552.a

sending a text message. “I see absolutely no difference

between sending a secret communication such as a

written note to a fellow selectman during a meeting and

sending a text message to that same selectman. It is

secret communication during what is supposed to be a

public discussion and if it’s not illegal it should be,”

Brennan said. Brennan is a candidate or State

Representative and said that such secret communications

open up cities and towns to “all kinds of collusion and

deal making.”

Meanwhile, House Bill 3217 introduced by State

Representative Stephen Kulik (D-Worthington) would

make further changes to the Open Meeting Law

regarding penalties for violations. A public hearing on

the bill was held June 19th.

This issue of public officials text messaging during

public meetings is a relatively new issue being taken up

all over the country as to how it falls within the open

meeting laws.

According to Rapidcityjournal.com, in Rapid City,

South Dakota the City Attorney, Jason Green,

recommended that the Rapid City Council limit or

prohibit electronic communication during public

meetings. Several council members raised concerns

recently about other members using instant messaging

during meetings to ask people to vote a certain way or

ask for a second on motions. Some also have raised

concerns about group e-mails sent to the council that

could, in essence, allow policy to be set online.

As stated on Rapidcityjournal.com, Green said, “I

believe that’s the safest course, and conforms best with

the notion of conducting the public’s business in public.

This is really an open-meetings question.”

Alderman Deb Hadcock, also of Rapid City, said that

asking individuals informally to stop e-mailing and

instant messaging hasn’t worked. Now, several council

members believe it’s time for an official policy. “It

hasn’t just been a concern of a couple, it’s been a

concern of many,”

she said. “We want to

be fair to the public

and to other members

of the council.”

Hadcock said instant

messaging is

TEXTING: from page 17

“problematic” because there is no way to track them. But

if people want to instant message during meetings, the

text should be posted on the screen so the audience and

other members can view them.

And in Santa Rosa, California, the City Council last

month adopted a ban on sending, receiving and reading

electronically produced messages during their weekly

meetings.

The new policy is intended to assure the public that

officials aren’t being secretly lobbied on critical issues

via text messages and to guarantee to those who speak at

council meetings that the council has their undivided

attention according to pressdemocrat.com. So now

council members have to put down their BlackBerries

and cell phones during the course of the meeting, said

City Attorney Brien Farrell.  Should any member violate

the policy, Farrell said the e-mails or text messages

likely would then have to be shared with the public in

conformance with the state’s Brown Act, an open-

meeting law that protects against government secrecy.

“That is a total joke!... In Methuen, it’s called common
sense and common courtesy. We all shut off our cell
phones at the beginning of the meeting, .... We are
doing the people’s business in public and all
discussions should be in public. There is no excuse
for sending secret messages back and forth during a
meeting,”

Phil Lahey,  Methuen City Council President

Voted
Lowell’s

Best
Fitness

Club

The Club-Fitness, Heath & Spa

80 Middlesex Street
Lowell, MA 01852
Phone: 978-441-1166
E-Mail: info@theclub-lowell.com

THE CATAUDELLA FUNERAL HOME IS COMMITTED

TO PROVIDING THE MOST PROFESSIONAL,

ETHICAL, AND HIGHEST QUALITY CARE FOR THE

GREATER MERRIMACK VALLEY
WWW.CATAUDELLAFH.COM

Proud affiliate of Carriage Services, Inc.

978-685-5379
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Salvatore’s
PRICE REDUCTION

Jillian’s Village 55+ in
Haverhill, MA
New single home construction

starting at $379,900.

www.JilliansVillage.com

Erin Livingston Carroll -  978-697-3521

Tree Cutter -  DPW

Duties & Responsibilities:  Performs semi-skilled
manual labor in connection with the general care of trees
where climbing is required.  Cuts trees, repairs, and trims
trees and shrubs; performs related tasks in the repair,
maintenance, and care of trees and shrubs.  Uses a variety
of tools necessary to perform tree care and maintenance.
Performs other manual duties as assigned.

Qualifications:  Must possess license and knowledge
of specialized equipment used in performance of job.

AppointingAuthority: Michael J. Sullivan, Mayor

Posting Date: 6-30-08    Deadline: Until Filled

Applications are available in the Personnel Office of the Lawrence City Hall, 200
Common Street, Room 302, Lawrence, MA 01840  Detailed job postings are

available in the Personnel Office or on our website at www.cityoflawrence.com
An Equal Opportunity Employer

Frank Bonet, Personnel Director

$18.4091 per hour
Union: Local 3

City of Lawrence Job Posting

Mason

Duties:  From Drawings, specifications, or blue prints,

apply journeyman skills and knowledge inlaying

bricks, stone, concrete blocks and tiles in construction,

alterations, or repair of walls, floors, passageways or

other structures; constructs and repairs brick work in

sewers, catch basins and manholes; lays and sets cut

stone; does all phases of cement work; may also be

called upon perform repairing of walls and ceilings by

the application of plaster.

Qualifications: Duties require journeyman skills

equivalent to five years in applicable trade.

AppointingAuthority: Michael J. Sullivan, Mayor

Posting Date: 6-30-08    Deadline: Until Filled

Applications are available in the Personnel Office of the Lawrence City Hall, 200
Common Street, Room 302, Lawrence, MA 01840  Detailed job postings are

available in the Personnel Office or on our website at www.cityoflawrence.com
An Equal Opportunity Employer

Frank Bonet, Personnel Director

($30,530 annually

non-union - exempt

City of Lawrence Job Posting

C L A S S I F I E D

Sudoko

Solution
223 Lincoln Avenue
Haverhill, MA. 01830
phone/fax: (978) 374-9603
Write us at emilys@comcast.net

Please See our Ad Page 31

354 Merrimack Street, Lawrence
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C L A S S I F I E D

www.firstinteg.com

Serving the

Merrimack Valley

Since 1987

978-688-0161

781-953-6890

Baldassari Painting
* Interior/Exterior Painting

* Residential/Commercial

* Wall Paper

* Power Washing

* Gutter Cleaning

* Window Washing

EST. 1975

360 Merrimack Street, Bldg #5

Lawrence

Hi, I’m Steve Buco
I’m a member ofI’m a member ofI’m a member ofI’m a member ofI’m a member of

Team Zingales

Free Estimates

No Job too small or large

Attic & Cellar Cleanouts

Demos & Dump Runs

Norm: 978-683-3523

A&N Handyman Services
Interior/Exterior Painting

Roof Repairs

Windows, Doors Repaired
or Replaced

All Minor Home Repairs

ON THE ROAD AGAIN!

Drivers Needed!

Help us take Fun and Entertainment on the road!

PART TIME POSITIONS

Great hours for Seniors, Students or Others

Fun, Entertaining, Compassionate People needed to transport our

passengers to and from work.  Must have a clean driving record and a

great personality!  No need to have a special license!  Hours are

approximately 6:00 am – 8:00 am and again in the afternoon from 2:00

pm – 4:00 pm.  Salary is $9.72/hour

Candidates must have a High School Diploma/GED, a valid drivers

license, submit to a drug screening and a criminal background check.

Apply to:

American Training, Inc. – Att: Human Resources

102 Glenn Street,  Lawrence, MA 01843

Fax: (978) 683-5124

E-mail: DebbieLynch@AmericanTrainingInc.com

Community Development Department

Fred J. Baldassari
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978 - 975 - 2762

LawrenceSuperintendent Wilfredo T. Laboy

presents

Dates of Operation - June 25th through August 29th

1. Arlington Ed. Complex 150 Arlington St. B 7:30-8:30 L  11:30 - 12:30

2. Beacon Courts 71 Duckett Ave L  12:00 - 1:00

3. Community Boating 7 Eaton Pl. L  11:00 - 1:00

4. Giesler Pool High St. L  11:30 - 12:30

5. Guilmette Ed. Complex 80 Bodwell St. B 7:30-8:30 L  11:30 - 12:30

6. Higgins Pool Crawford St. L 11:30-12:30

7. Leahy School 100 Erving Ave B 7:30 - 8:30 L 11:30 - 12:30

8. LFD Charter School 34 West St. B 7:30 - 8:00 L11:00 - 12:00

9. Merrimack Courts 56 Melvin St. L 12:00 - 1:00

10. No. Common Complex 233 Haverhill St. B 7:30 - 8:30 L 11:30 - 1:30

11. Parthum Ed. Complex 255 E. Haverhill St. B 7:30 - 8:30 L 11:30 - 12:30

12. South Lawrence East 165 Crawford  St. B 7:30 - 8:30 L 11:30 - 12:30

13. Wetherbee School 75 Newton St. B 7:30 - 8:30 L 11:30 - 12:30

14 . LFD Charter School 34 West St. B 7:30 - 8:00 L11:00 - 12:00

Cooperating Agencies: DOE, USDA, and Project Bread

Lawrence Public Schools - Summer Meals Program prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, sex, color, national origin, age or disability

For More Information :

978 - 975 - 2762

For More Information :

Any person who believes he or she has been discriminated against in any USDA-related activity should write or call immediately to: USDA – Director, office of

Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, DC 20250-9410, (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TTY). USDA is an equal opportunity

provider and employer.

FREE meals for kids all summer

Lawrence Public Schools is participating in the Summer Food Service Program. Meals will be provided to all
children without charge. Acceptance and participation requirements for the program and all activities are the
same for all regardless of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability, and there will be no discrimination in
the course of meal service. Meals will be provided at the sites and times as follows:

Lawrence Public SchoolsLawrence Public Schools

Summer Meals ProgramSummer Meals Program


