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The Sept 4th Election for the 5th Congressional Seat
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Lowell City
Councilor Eileen
Donoghue calls
for surrender in
Iraq and  says
that her first act
as a congressman
will be to submit
an updated “GI
Bill of Rights.”
Donoghue is
facing an uphill
battle for the
D e m o c r a t
nomination to
replace Marty
Meehan in
Congress. See Story Page 15See Story Page 15

NORTH ANDOVER - The year was
1962. At the height of the Cold War, a
young Pfc. Joe Ed Smith of the U.S. Army
7th Cavalry was assigned to guard duty
along the demilitarized zone (DMZ)
separating North Korea from South Korea.
The DMZ was a no man’s land of
observation posts, fences, barbed wire and
thousands of land mines dividing the
Korean peninsula. It was created as a direct
result of the truce signed after the 1950-53
Korean War. On one dark night, Joe’s unit

NORTH ANDOVER - While property
taxes in North Andover continue to rise
each year, and with an override on the
horizon, and the average taxpayer in the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts
experiencing a property tax bill increase of
4.7% from fiscal year 2006 to 2007, some
elected officials in North Andover actually
saw their tax bills decline even though their
assessed property values went up.

According to town records in North
Andover, the average taxpayer saw his bill
increase by 2% from the fiscal year 2006
to 2007, with the average singe-family tax
bill going from $5,500 to $5,610.

But, while tax bills continue to rise for
most North Andover residents, four of the
five selectmen as well as the town manager,
saw their property tax bills go down.

Who Will Replace Marty Meehan?

*Please Vote*
Tax Override Election

June 19th
in N. Andover

Traficanti Awarded
Workers’ Comp Benefits

$612.06/wk

Tom Duggan’s Notebook
Page 13

Paula Porten
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refuse to see the shining example of what it is
to be a true child of Lawrence ... someone who
is dedicated to her city and the children of it.

The school department and Mr. Laboy have
no idea - their ignorance shows - full blast and
I am appalled and ashamed of each and every
one of them who have played a part in this
travesty. (As should all the citizens of
Lawrence.) The children of Lawrence lose once
again to save some political face ... Mr.Laboy
and the Lawrence School Department should
all hang your heads in shame.

Very truly ashamed of the city once called
great,

Patricia McCarthy, Salisbury, MA

To the Editor:

I had the privilege of growing up in Lawrence
and I am now shocked and appalled to learn
that the Lawrence School Department has been
allowed to “pink slip” one of their own. I speak
of Ms. Nicole Shadeed, who is not only a
Lawrence resident but also a graduate of
Lawrence High School as valedictorian of her
class in the year 2000.

Did I mention she also graduated (in 4 years)
from Harvard University? Seems I have heard
of that school somewhere ... hmmm ... have you
Wilfredo? Aside from all of that, Nicole is one
of the most exemplary human beings and the
finest, dedicated and devoted-to-her-students
teacher that you could ever know. SHAME,
SHAME, SHAME on Wilfredo Laboy and the
Lawrence School Department that they can or
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We Love Immigrants

Opinions

Valley Patriot
*Editorial*

See page 13 for our new political cartoon from David Sullivan of Dracut

An Open Letter to Wilfredo Laboy and the
Lawrence School Committee

We love immigrants. Those who come to America to become
Americans have been the blood, sweat and backbone of our nation
for many years.

Those who go through the application process and have come
here legally have shown by their behavior that they are ready to
live by the laws of this nation and, regardless of their political
affiliation, country of origin, or the color of their skin, we say with
open arms, “Welcome to America. Our land is your land.”

There is another group of people, however, who want to be lumped
into the same category as law-abiding “immigrants” to confuse the
debate, and those are the illegal aliens who did not go through the
legal process. More often than not, these individuals do not come
to America to become Americans, but to live under our flag’s
protections while undermining the fabric of our culture and our laws.

We say, America is our home, and we alone get to decide who
comes in and who does not. Who is, and who is not allowed to
come here has been determined by our congress, who writes and
passes our immigration laws. The concept is simple. If you have
come into our home with permission (i.e., in accordance with the
law), then we have no problem with you staying. But if you have
broken the windows or jimmied the locks to illegally enter our home,
you must be removed.

Just imagine if a homeless man broke into your house tonight.
And when you called the police, they told you that you not only
have to let him stay, but you must also speak his language,
accommodate his dietary needs, pay for his hospital visits and let
him pick which bedroom in the house he wants to sleep in.

You would be outraged. And you would have every right to be.
Yet, this is exactly what President Bush and others in Washington
have told us about those who have entered our home illegally and
are marching in our streets, demanding government services and
special accommodations.

It is our belief that those who have come here illegally need to be
sent back to their country of origin and stand at the back of the line
like everyone else waiting to come. Then, and only then, should we
consider their applications for citizenship.

We also believe wholeheartedly that a wall must be built between
the United States and Mexico and that the National Guard should
be posted along the northern border with Canada.

Do not be confused by the political rhetoric of hate by the open
borders crowd. This is not a debate about immigrants. This is not a
debate about race. This is a debate about whether or not we, as
Americans, are going to be able to decide who comes into our
home and who does not.

And while we recognize that many of the illegals who come here
intend our country no harm and only want a better life for themselves
and their families, they must also recognize that by coming here
illegally they are undermining the very fabric in our system which
guarantees that better life for those of us who are already here.

LAUNDROMAT
Wash InnWash Inn

Enter at the CVS on Jackson St

LAUNDROMAT
Open 7:00am - 9pm

Senior Citizen Discounts
Full Time Attendant

No Card to Buy/Coin Operated
Wash - Dry - Fold - Drop Off

Same Day Service

Brand New Washers Only $1

Wash - Dry - Fold
Drop Off Service

 89cents/lb

$5 off orders of
$15  or more

$10 off orders of
$30  or more Call Yellow Cab at 682 - 6000

For a FREE Taxi ride To
Wash Inn Laundromat

(up to $6)

64 Swan St. * Methuen * 978 - 681 - 1181
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Alice in Wonderland Economics

Thinking Outside
the Box!

Dr. Charles Ormsby, N.A. School Committee

The Valley Patriot welcomes letters to the editor on any topic. We also welcome column/article submissions from
elected officials, neighborhood associations, community organizers, average citizens, and newsmakers. Though we
may not agree with the opinions expressed in submissions, our mission is to give readers the unique opportunity to
receive important information from those who are driving important public issues without the "creative editing"
policy employed by most newspapers. Submissions from guest columnists/writers in The Valley Patriot are published
without the filtered agenda of an editorial board. If you would like to write a column, letter or article for The Valley
Patriot, please email us at: ValleyPatriot@aol.com

Our Voice is Your Voice!

My name is Mark Sullivan.

For purpose of background, I
am Mayor Michael Sullivan’s
brother. I, along with my other
brother Tom Sullivan, own and
run T.A. Sullivan Insurance &
Real Estate in Lawrence and
Methuen. I do a great deal of
work for the city of Lawrence as
an advisor to the mayor.

When I read last month’s Eagle Tribune
editorial, titled, “Everyone has dirty hands
in this case,” I sat for over an hour in
stunned disbelief.

I simply can no longer justify subscribing
to your paper or advertising any further in
your publication. Between real estate and
insurance, my company spends about
$60,000 a year with the Eagle~Tribune.

This revenue may not seem substantial
to a large corporation, but I feel it’s at least
a small representation of how unfairly that
I feel you are treating the mayor and how
incredibly wrong you are on almost every
aspect of what is and has been going on in
the city of Lawrence.

In the past, I attributed most of the
inaccuracies in the paper to unskilled
reporting. However, I now conclude that
you, or whoever is driving the news portion
of the paper, have a callous indifference to
the city of Lawrence and most likely a
personal dislike for the mayor. Each of these
attitudes are, of course, completely within
your right. However, I believe that it is a
tremendous mistake to underestimate the
interest in Lawrence by the surrounding
cities and towns, because most of their
residents originate from Lawrence.

Whether you have a dislike of the mayor
or not, there is not much anyone can do
about that. I had hoped your newspaper
would report stories accurately and fully. I
had hoped the paper’s editorial stance
would not be hypocritical in such views as
calling for the mayor to be more “hands on”
with management of city departments, yet
criticizing him when misspending or
unethical practices are found. Of course,
there’s not a whole lot I can do about it
except make sure my subscription and my
business go elsewhere.

I was in the mayor’s office during the
time when the Lawrence Councilor Marie
Gosselin disclosure was brought up by
DPW Supervisor Joseph Viel, and I must
say that your editorial is not only viciously
unfair to the mayor, but it is downright
irresponsible. It is either uninformed or ill-
willed journalism at its worst. Viel’s
motives, as he said at the time, stem from
the fact that Councilor Gosselin was
extremely critical of the city’s snow
plowing. Councilor Gosselin and Mr. Viel
were previously very good friends. Mr. Viel
came to the mayor’s office and spoke with
me that day; the mayor was not in.

Viel had with him three signed statements
from workers indicating that they had been
sent to Gosselin’s home to do personal work
for the counselor. Mr. Viel never spoke to
the mayor prior to the ethics complaint
being filed. In fact, the mayor did not know
about this story until it came out in The
Valley Patriot newspaper.

I told Mr. Viel that if he had
verifiable complaints about
something of this nature, he had
a duty to report it no matter who
was involved. The rest was up
to Viel.

Almost all of my time spent in
the mayor’s office is spent
working on budget issues. No

one is sitting around trying to sabotage a
city councilor. However, when ethics or
illegality concerns are raised or discovered
there is a responsibility to act on them. If
the Eagle~Tribune had competent
reporting, all of this would already be old
news to you. In fact, Mr. Viel stated publicly
at the City Council meeting a full two weeks
before this story came out that he had many
violations of ethical conduct instances on
certain councilors and that he was going to
report them. Your reporter was standing
right beside him at that time, yet strangely
did not think to ask Viel any follow up
questions. I understand many accusations
are made at open meetings; however, this
is the number three person at the DPW.

My family and I have helped Counselor
Marie Gosselin in every campaign she has
ever run. Prior to this incident, Gosselin
would often drop by the mayor’s home. The
idea that the mayor was sitting up in his
office scheming to get her or anyone else
is preposterous and really shows how little
the Tribune actually knows about what is
happening in the city of Lawrence, or why.

The Eagle~Tribune loses all its credi-
bility, in my opinion, when it tries to blame
the mayor for the fact that the DPW has
been “buying” city counselors with favors
to protect themselves and then they got
caught. The insinuation of your editorial is
akin to assigning blame to a police officer
for discovering a crime is being committed.
How exactly is the mayor and his office
supposed to respond when the DPW direc-
tor and his girlfriend are on the Channel 5
news admitting that they have gone on trips
and stayed at the vacation home of a vender
that the city and the DPW do business with?

How is the mayor supposed to respond
when the DPW spends over $800,000 to
pave the City Council president’s street
when it was budgeted for $400,000?

When Mr. McCann was meeting with the
editorial board, did anyone ask why exactly
he needed to bring a lawyer with him?
McCann’s explanation for the High St.
paving project is that he thought the amount
was authorized.

Even if you take such an incredulous ex-
planation as representing what he truly
thought, did anyone at the paper think to
ask him why a DPW director that had just
over $1 million in funds total to pave city
streets for the entire year would want to
spend over $800,000 on one street? Or why
was McCann’s girlfriend, Andrea Trafi-
canti, emailing the council president who
lives on that street with frequent updates
during the course of the project?

Responding to misconduct is simply not
the same as trying to “get” political foes.
Indeed, the mayor or any public official for
that matter would be derelict in his duty to
look the other way. Your editorial is
irresponsible, completely incorrect and
patently unfair.

An Open Letter to the Eagle~Tribune
Mark Sullivan
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per pupil in our public schools and the
academic outcomes that result from this
spending. In every case, whether you
compare countries, states or towns,
academic outcomes are unaffected by
per-pupil spending.

This result seems to defy logic. Is this
the work of the Mad Hatter, or can we make
sense of it?

 I first investigated the relationship
between spending and academic outcomes
in 2002. The data generated from all school
districts in Massachusetts clearly indicated
that there was no correlation. Since then, I
have publicly challenged those who
continually advocate for increased spending
to provide contrary evidence. It has been
five years and no-one has responded to
the challenge. Too bad we can’t, like the
Queen of Hearts, just say, “Off with their
heads!”

So, what is the explanation for this
apparent disconnect between how much we
pay for public education and what we get?

The answer is surprisingly simple. The
relationship between price and value is
forged by competition. Without
competition there is no necessity for
value to increase as price is increased.

I went shopping last month for some meat
to grill on Memorial Day and was not
surprised to find that prices varied from
around $2 per pound for the lowest grade
of hamburger to well over $10 per pound
for filet mignon. I guess you get what you
pay for.

The same was true a couple years ago
when I went shopping for a new SUV. I
picked out one for about $25,000 but had
choices ranging from $18,000 to well over
$50,000. Sizes, features, and qualities
varied, but again, the prices seemed to
generally reflect the overall value received.

Whether you are looking for a new cell
phone, a large-screen TV, a house, or a
leather couch, you are routinely faced with
a well-ordered price-value pattern.

OK Alice, are you ready to jump down
the rabbit hole of public monopolies?

With such common sense pricing all
around us, it is not surprising that advocates
of greater spending in our public schools
rely on the public’s presumption that “you
get what you pay for” when they advocate
increased taxes. It seems to be a potent
argument … until you look at the facts.

At the end of this article I provide data
that definitively shows there is no
relationship between the dollars spent Continued on Page 8

“It would be so nice if something made sense for a change,” said Alice.
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neighboring communities are saying they
can not balance their budgets without an
override, this is no small accomplishment.
Two key reasons for this are the health care
reforms we have instituted over the past
three years and the new businesses that have
come to town and increased our tax base.

 Health Care Reforms Save
Taxpayers $1.5 million

Our excellent employees have agreed to
increase the percentage of the health care
premiums they pay from 10% to 20%, with
new employees paying 25%. We have
instituted a Canadian prescription purchase
plan, consolidated our health plans and
became a fully self-funded trust. The
reforms saved our taxpayers $1.5 million
this year, and made the additional funding
for public education and police possible
without an override or debt exclusion.

New Business Means More Tax
Dollars

We’ve made a concerted effort over the
past three years to increase our tax base and
bring in new businesses. New businesses
like Magellan Aerospace add 200 good
manufacturing jobs, Adamson Industries
adds another 50, and Target, Lowe’s, BJ’s
and Target all add to more places to shop
for our citizens.

We’ve added businesses by expediting
permitting, and by giving targeted tax
breaks to manufacturers who bring good
paying manufacturing jobs to our
community.

Our business development programs
shows that we can grow the tax base without
adopting the measures proposed by the
local Chamber of Commerce, which
advocates raising taxes on residents and
lowering them on businesses.

Haverhill Mayor James Fiorentini

Moving Haverhill Forward
Haverhill

FY ‘08 Budget: Clean & Safe Streets; Good Schools

Jim Fiorentini is the mayor of
Haverhill and is in his second
term. He is seeking a third term
in November. You can email him
at jimfior2@aol.com

Eliminate Your Credit
Card Debt Through

Bankruptcy

Call Attorney Mark Ford at

(978) 686-0108

Haverhill Fire
Lieutenant Gets
Sworn In: (left
to right) Mayor
James J.
Fiorentini, Mrs.
Duana Roberts,
B r a n d o n
Roberts, Joshua
R o b e r t s ,
L i e u t e n a n t
G r e g o r y
Roberts, and
Fire Chief
Richard Borden

The budget I submitted to the City
Council last month has three top priorities:
clean streets, safe streets and good schools.
All three are critical to our continued
progress in Haverhill.

Good Schools Education is Job 1!

The mayor’s budget for public education
included an increase in funding of over $3
million —by far and away the largest
increase in the budget. Of that money, about
$1.5 million came from an increase in state
aid, and the rest from local taxes. Over the
past four years, we have increased funding
for public education by $7 million, and now
pay $1 million more than the minimum
amount the state requires cities to pay for
public schools.

Our education budget provides for the
following:

* No Major Cuts in Programs
  Unlike many other communities

throughout the state, we are not cutting
music, arts, sports, or any other so-called
peripheral program.

* Computerized MCAS Tutoring for
All Middle School and High School

Children
Every high school and middle school

student in danger of failing the MCAS test
will receive computerized MCAS tutoring,
the same program used at Whittier Voc.
Tech that has been shown to be so
successful.

* Mandatory Summer School for 6th

Graders
Every child who does not pass the 6th

grade will be told, “if you don’t pass, we
won’t pass you onto the seventh grade.” We
remain one of only two schools in the entire
state to have mandatory summer school.

* Merit Pay for Principals
Our budget ties pay increases and

bonuses for principals, in part, to increases
in MCAS tests. We recognize that not every
class or school is created equal, but we do
want to see a 2-3% improvement in MCAS
scores every year. Despite the increases, it
is, in my opinion, not enough. Education is
a top priority and we intend to find ways to
do more.

* New Classical High School within a
School

Children from Haverhill and other
communities who want a classical
education and learn the languages of ancient

Greece and ancient Rome previously had
three options: commute to Boston to attend
Boston Latin School, go to John Silber’s
Classical Prep School for $15,000 a year,
or move to Lowell for the Lowell Lyceum
where you can study Latin. Now they have
a third choice, the Haverhill Classical High
School, a rigorous classical high school
within a school for students who want to
learn the classics and the value of a classical
education. I have been advocating a
classical school within a school for ten
years, but the credit for making it happen
goes to our new superintendent, Dr. Raleigh
Buchanan.

* Nine New Teachers Added Back to
the Budget

The original budget proposed by the
Superintendent proposed eliminating a
number of teachers due to attrition and a
falling student population. The School
Committee added nine teachers back into
the budget to reduce class sizes in grades
1-3.

* Virtual High School within a
School at Haverhill High School

Students at Haverhill High School will
be able to take advanced online courses at
high schools and colleges throughout the
country with the new virtual high school at
Haverhill High. The virtual high school was
the idea of Superintendent Raleigh
Buchanan.

* Horace Mann Elementary School
Planned for Middle School

If the final grant application is approved,
students at one of our middle schools will
go to a publicly run charter school within
our school, called a Horace Mann Charter
School. There, they’ll be exposed to the
newest methods of teaching.

* $500,000 for High School
Renovation Project

The budget provides $500,000 for the
high school renovation project, a $27
million renovation project due to be
completed late next year. For the first time
in forty years, students have fully equipped,
state-of-the-art science labs, all new energy-
efficient doors and windows, and many
other improvements.

* More Money for Text Books
To make certain our curriculum is aligned

with state frameworks, this budget includes
more money for new textbooks than has
been provided in many years. Improving
MCAS scores is our top education goal, and
the best way to do that is to make certain

all text books are aligned with the state
curriculum framework.

 Safe Streets—Mayor’s Budget
Provides for More Cops on the Beat
The mayor’s budget provides for

additional money for police patrols and
money for two additional police to be added
to the force. The additional money will
mean more patrols downtown, and other
areas of the city. Keeping our citizens safe
is our number one obligation as a city. The
largest increase in the budget, percentage-
wise, is for police.

Over the past four years, my budgets have
added eight new people to the police
roster—crime analysts, a deputy police
chief, and now two new patrol officers.

 Clean Streets—Highway Department
Reorganized for Better Efficiency

My budget provides for a partial
reorganization of our highway department
for better efficiency and cleaner streets.

We will be installing GPS for all road
crews for better tracking of our vehicles and
better accountability. A supervisor, and the
public, will be able to log onto a Web site
and see where our crews are at any time.

Working with our interim highway
director and with the Police Department,
the reorganization also restructures our
highway weekend shift. Previously,
highway workers were paid at overtime
rates to answer calls at the department on
weekends.

Now, those workers will be out on the
road sweeping streets and watering the new
elm trees we are planting, and the calls will
be forwarded to them on their GPS mobile
phones. The police have agreed to help take
some of the emergency calls. Our goal:
better efficiency and cleaner streets.

 Health Care Reforms and New
Growth Mean No Override

This marks the 4th year in a row we have
submitted a balanced budget on time with
no request for an override or a debt
exclusion. Given that many of our
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HAVERHILL'S
FUTURE!

Haverhill

Mark Palermo, Haverhill (NECC) Professor

Another Point
 of View

Jim Rurak, Former Mayor of Haverhill

One Thing Needful is Also Possible Nobody Wants to be
Called  A Liberal Anymore

Mark Palermo is a professor at
Northern Essex Community College in
Haverhill. You can email him at
markpalermo@lycos.com.

Haverhill Council on Aging and Recreation Department are planning another
trip to the Camden Yards to see the Red Sox play the Baltimore Orioles!  The
bus will leave on September 7 at 7:00 a.m. and return in the early evening on
September 9. This trip includes a day of sightseeing in Washington, D.C.  The
tour will include the Capital Mall’s war memorials, the Smithsonian Museums,
and many of the attractions of our Nation’s Capital.  The day will end with an
illuminated tour of the Presidential Monuments.

Hotel accommodations are at the luxury Hilton McLean Hotel
(www.mclean.hilton.com).  Transportation is provided by luxury motor coach.

Cost for this trip is $229 per person, double occupancy; $225 for triple
occupancy, and $309 for single occupancy. All meals are on your own.

Contact Kathy Bresnahan or Rita LaBella at Haverhill COA 978-374-2390 to
make your reservation or to request additional information.

Have you noticed that nobody wants to
be called a liberal anymore? I first observed
this phenomenon in the presidential debates
of 1988, during which Michael Dukakis and
the entire Democratic Party denied that they
were liberals. It marked a change from my
college days in the 1960’s. Back then, there
were no conservative talk shows in Boston,
and being a campus conservative was
considered only a notch above child
molester. If you studied accounting or
marketing, for example, you kept it quiet.
If you wanted to express a conservative-
sounding idea, you prefaced it with the
obligatory, “I’m not a conservative, but…”
In those days, nothing bespoke the essence
of nerd or loser like being a campus
conservative, no matter how rational your
arguments. It was an injustice, of course.
But fashions run in cycles, not only for
clothes and music, but for polemicists as
well; the same mass psychology still
dominates public discourse, except that
now it is open season on liberals.

 Maybe it’s just as well. Where would the
country be if liberals, unhindered by
conservatives, got everything they desired?
For president we could have… Let’s see:
Hillary? Reverend Al Sharpton, anyone?
How about Barbara Streisand for VP?

Somewhere along the line, the so-called
party of the underdog became the New
World Order architects of the welfare state
and defenders of partial birth abortion. It
has been a long slippery slide indeed from
the days of Old Joe Hill, Eugene Debs and
Mother Jones. No wonder nobody wants
to be called a liberal. But if you live long
enough, you see that life runs in cycles.

Nevertheless, liberals have done some
worthwhile things. It was those nasty
liberals, after all, who pushed the envelope
to make slavery the most important human
rights issue of the 19th century. And they
pushed through Social Security and the GI
Bill despite opposition from conservatives.

We should remember that Americans died
for the right to be treated like a human
beings. Liberals stood for human rights,
while conservatives….I’ll get to that. A few
years ago, I took a tour of the Boot Cotton
Mills in Lowell, and the guide told us about
a woman who got scalped when her hair
got caught in a spinning machine. The
bosses sent her home without pay and
charged her for the bolt of cloth she ruined
by bleeding on it.

Naturally, unions were opposed
vigorously by conservatives who fought
against the 40-hour week, health and safety
laws, environmental regulations, and the
prohibition against child labor. Many
people are cynical about unions nowadays,
sometimes with good reason.

But if you want a country without unions,
with no governmental “interference” in
commerce, just look at any third world
hellhole. It’s a cheap-labor conservative’s
paradise of  corporate feudalism- where
they can employ children, pay people three
bucks a day, foul the air and water, and it’s
all legal. Remember those pictures in your
history books of 7-year-olds working in
sweatshops in places like Lawrence?
Stunted little kids that looked like old men?
That was liberals again that put a stop to it-
opposed by the same cheap labor-
conservatives like Rush “Oxy” Limbaugh.

In the 1930’s, the utility companies didn’t
want to bring electricity into rural
communities and banks didn’t want to make
loans to people who really needed money.
The “free market,” wouldn’t justify it. So
liberals pushed through rural electrification
and FDA loans. And let’s not forget public
education and Medicare, all of which were
opposed by conservatives.  I could keep
going-there’s more- but I am running out
of space.

I understand Dukakis not wanting to be
called a liberal. The word has been tainted,
and associated with campus Stalinists,
intellectual snobs, and Hollywood phonies.
But after opposing so many things that
benefit the working people of this country,
what exactly do conservatives do?

True, they generate patriotic rhetoric:
nothing wrong with that.  They stand for
deregulation (i.e. the savings and loans,
which will cost taxpayers 500 billion
dollars). They stand against taxing-and-
spending, which is not a bad thing; there
has to be balance.

But just what have they stood for? Look
at the champions of conservatism, like
Ronald Reagan for example, who wanted
to lower the minimum wage to a buck an
hour. With a record like this, who would
want to be called a conservative?

Jim Rurak is a professor at Boston
College and is the former mayor of
Haverhill. He is seeking to unseat Jim
Fiorentini in the fall election. You can
eamail your comments or questions to Jim
Rurak at JARandKAS@comcast.net.

Council on Aging Trip to
 D.C. & Red Sox Game

Everyone knows that our public school
system needs help. Our graduation rate of
66.3% lags well below the statewide
average of 79.9%. The state put us on a list
of those districts that are not meeting targets
for MCAS improvement. And, Dr.
Argenziano, the representative from the
state assessment agency, tells us that we do
not have consistency in our instruction.

What’s the problem? The usual outcry is
that we’re not measuring up because we’re
not spending enough. On the surface this
is true. Haverhill traditionally lags behind
statewide annual expenditures per pupil by
about $1,000. But this was true in 1993
when Dr. Argenziano says we were a great
school district. The truth is that, then, a
$1,000 gap was an even greater spending
deficiency; it meant we were spending 80%
of the statewide average on our students.
Today, the same $1,000 gap means that
we’re at about 90% of the statewide
average. Our overall spending rate
improved greatly because of extra money
we got from state education reform. But that
money came with a catch. We also had to
improve on the tests that that same reform
inaugurated, namely, the MCAS. But our
rate of improvement on the test lags well
behind the extra share of money we’ve
received. Money alone can’t be the
problem.

Some others blame demographics. Our
children, they think, are somehow harder
to teach than those across the state.
Nonsense on two counts! First, other cities
with similar students do better than we do.
And, secondly, our so-called “demographic
profile” pretty much matches that of the
state as a whole.But a closer look at actually
how we spend our money suggests one
thing we need to do. Keep in mind that we
spend at 90% of the statewide average
overall. Let’s look at some of the specific
ways we spend our money. For
administration, we spend at about 70% of
the statewide average. So we’re not “top-
heavy,” but I don’t think beefing up here
would help students pass the MCAS.

In another category, our overall
expenditure for teachers is close to 95% of
the statewide average. Over time, we could
improve here, especially so as to improve
our ratio of students to a teacher. But it’s
very expensive and adding teachers who do
not have the appropriate materials with
which to teach may not help.

That brings me to the area where we can
do something quickly and effectively. In the
category of instructional materials
(including textbooks) and technology

(classroom computers), we’re pitifully
behind; we spend at a rate of only 43% of
the statewide average!

This means that while statewide there’s
one modern computer for every 3.8 kids,
in Haverhill the ratio is one computer for
every 17.6 kids. It means that while
statewide 98% of the classrooms are
connected to the Internet (most all districts
are at 100%), in Haverhill only 85% of our
classroom are connected. It means that our
textbooks are outdated; they do not present
what needs to be taught.

Here’s where some short money could
make a long difference. If we increase the
amount we spend on instructional materials
and technology by increments of $500,000
per year over the next three years (less than
1% of the overall school budget) and if the
mayor puts in a city match, we could be
near the statewide average in three years.

We could have the textbooks, computers
and Internet connections we so sorely need!
But we should consider one other thing. We
need to know if it’s working. We should
buy software by which we can track the
progress of all our students.

I am very fond of stories of principals in
small schools who put on the walls of their
inner office a chart with the names of each
student in their schools and how that student
was doing academically on what mattered
most to the principal. Ours is a big district,
too big for that. But modern software could
take the chart from the wall and put it before
the principal’s computer monitor. That way,
the principal could monitor not only the
students’ progress but also how well
teachers were doing relative to one another.
We’d be helping our students individually
and we’d be holding our teachers
accountable. But accountability is only a
political bumper sticker unless teachers
have the tools to teach and principals have
the means to monitor.

After each budget session of recent
memory, we get the feeling that we’re
falling farther and farther behind. There are
cuts, schools closing, fees for sports. We
can’t change everything at once. But I think
if we address the glaring gap between us
and the state on what we spend on
textbooks, computers and the Internet, we
just might take one, big giant-step ahead.
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Located in Washington, DC, the National Law Enforcement Officer
Memorial Fund (NLEOMF) is a nonprofit organization dedicated to
honoring the service and sacrifice of America’s law enforcement
officers. The NLEOMF dedicated the National Law Enforcement
Officer Memorial in 1991 and is now working to build the first-ever
National Law Enforcement Museum. The NLEOMF Officer of the
Month Program, which began in 1997, recognizes federal, state and
local officers who distinguish themselves through exemplary law
enforcement service and devotion to duty.

1999, Peter Richards did not run (and
Martin and Grady Mulligan lost). The three
new councilors were Dan Tenczar, Rithy
Uong and current Mayor Bill Martin. In
2001, all incumbents ran and won. In 2003,
Tenczar didn’t run and Jim Milinazzo filled
the ninth seat. In 2005, Richard Howe Sr.
did not seek re-election after 40 years on
the council.  He was replaced by George
Ramirez. Kevin Broderick, who had
finished tenth in the prior election but had
assumed a council seat when Rithy Uong
resigned in the summer of 2005, was elected
in his own right.

This year, incumbent George Ramirez
recently announced that he would not run
again and it is unlikely that Eileen
Donoghue, who is now running for
Congress, will also run for the council.

That would leave seven incumbents
seeking re-election.  In order of seniority,
they are Bud Caulfield who was first elected
in 1987 and who has finished no worse than
fourth in the last six elections; Rita Mercier
who was first elected in 1995 and who has
topped the ticket in each election since then;
Armand Mercier and Rodney Elliott who
were both elected in 1997 and who tied for
fourth place in the 2005 election; Mayor
Bill Martin who was elected in 1999 and
who has finished in either seventh or eighth
place in each subsequent election; and Jim
Milinazzo, who was elected in 2003 with

Lowell

Despite all the attention being paid to the
special election in the Fifth Congressional
District, an unmistakable buzz is
developing in Lowell political circles over
this fall’s City Council election. Looming
over this council race is the fallout from
last year’s regime change at Lowell City
Hall.

It was in April 2006 that six of the nine
councilors publicly announced that they
had lost confidence in then City Manager
John Cox who soon resigned. That these
six - Kevin Broderick, Eileen Donoghue,
Rodney Elliott, Jim Milinazzo, George
Ramirez and Mayor Bill Martin - had been
largely supportive of Cox through his five-
year tenure with only an occasional solo
foray of criticism made this a startling
development.

While there were ample reasons for them
to replace Cox, there was never a public
airing of their grievances, so the
precipitating cause of the council action is
still a bit of a mystery.

What was never a mystery was the
vigorous counterattack launched by Cox’s
many supporters against the six councilors.
From a boisterous downtown rally that
included leaflets, depicting the six
councilors as rats, that rained down on the
crowd from an upper floor window to the
emergence of at least one council challenger
who had openly vowed to extract revenge
on the offending councilors, the pro-Cox
forces have not let this issue fade.

And Lowell, of course, has nine city
councilors, all elected at-large in the same
two-year cycle.

The remaining three – Bud Caulfield,
Armand Mercier and Rita Mercier - were
and remain unabashed Cox supporters. It
has been no coincidence that the bulk of
council votes during the past year have

featured a six to three split with almost no
variation on who falls on what side. It is
only after acknowledging the lingering
toxicity of this political feud that any
analysis of the council election may
proceed.

And the starting point for examining this
council race has to be the premise that
incumbents almost always win.  In the past
three council elections, every incumbent
who sought re-election won a seat.

The last time an incumbent lost was 1999
when Grady Mulligan and Larry Martin
were both defeated. Martin had also lost as
an incumbent in the 1997 election (he
finished tenth and rejoined the council
when a vacancy occurred mid-term). You
must travel back to 1993, when five
incumbents were defeated and one more
didn’t run, to find an election that radically
changed the makeup of the council.

In the past decade, changes in the Lowell
City Council have primarily occurred when
one or more incumbents decided not to seek
re-election. In 1995, Laurie Machado, Tarsy
Poulios and Michael Geary chose not to run
and were replaced by Eileen Donoghue,
Rita Mercier and Peter Richards.

In 1997, Steve Gendron and Matt
Donahue did not seek re-election (and Larry
Martin lost).  Replacing them were Rodney
Elliott, Armand Mercier and Dan Leahy.  In

an impressive third place finish but who
slipped to seventh in the last election.

Although the filing deadline for the
council election is still months away, a
number of credible challengers have
already emerged.

They include Mehmed Ali, the director
of the National Park’s Mogan Cultural
Center who is active in many of Lowell’s
cultural organizations; Alan Kazanjian, the
owner of numerous Lowell-based
businesses who also serves as chair of the
city’s Zoning Board of Appeals; Jo-Ann
Keegan, a Registered Nurse who is chair
of the city’s Board of Health (and the
daughter of former Lowell City Manager
Joe Tully); Curtis LeMay, who served on
the council during the late 1980’s and early
1990’s; Robert McMahon, a former
commissioner of the Lowell Housing
Authority (and the challenger who was
most vociferous in his criticism of the
councilors who ousted Cox last year); Joe
Mendonca, a former member of the school
committee who tried to make the jump to
the council in the last election only to finish
tenth, and Kristin Ross-Sitcawich, a co-
author of the local political blog,
www.leftinlowell.com, who ran
unsuccessfully for council in the last
election.

With the possibility of two open seats, a
number of challengers who have already
proven they will run aggressively, and the
residual passion of the Cox ouster, this
undoubtedly will the most interesting
council race in years.

Richard P. Howe Jr. is the creator of
www.richardhowe.com, a blog that
provides commentary on politics in
Lowell.  He also serves as Register of
Deeds of the Northern District of
Middlesex County.

Lowell Council Election Preview

“With the possibility of two open seats [on
the Lowell City Council], a number of
challengers who have already proven they
will run aggressively, and the residual
passion of the Cox ouster, this undoubtedly
will the most interesting council race in
years.”

The Most Interesting Council Race in Years
Richard P. Howe, Jr.

Washington, DC – The
National Law Enforcement Of-
ficers Memorial Fund
(NLEOMF) has announced the
se-lection of Detective Bryan
McMahon of the Lowell (MA)
Police Department as Officer
of the Month for May 2007.

Detective McMahon
redefines the meaning of public servant through his work
on-duty and off. His fundraising efforts have touched the
lives of many children, giving them hope after the
devastating loss of a family member, something Detective
McMahon knows from personal experience.

It was roughly 30 years ago that Detective McMahon
joined the Lowell Police Department. He began his career
as a dispatcher and learned very quickly that policing is a
dangerous profession. On November 17, 1978, Detective
McMahon fielded a call for an armed robbery and
immediately dispatched Lowell Police Officer Christos
Rouses to the scene. Tragically, Officer Rouses was shot
and killed as he struggled with the suspect. Officer Rouses
is the most recent of four police officers from the Lowell
Police Department killed in the line of duty dating back
to 1941. They are among nearly 18,000 heroes whose
names are engraved on the National Law Enforcement
Officers Memorial in Washington, DC.

For Detective McMahon, the death of Officer Rouses
would be just the beginning of a life dedicated to those
who had made the ultimate sacrifice and to the children
of his community. In 1986, while returning from a hunting
trip to Canada, Captain Stephen Smith, Detective
McMahon’s childhood friend and mentor, as well as three
other officers from the Lowell Police Department and a
member of the North Reading (MA) Police Department,

Lowell Police Detective Bryan McMahon Named Officer of the Month
by the NATIONAL LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS MEMORIAL FUND

were killed in a plane crash. As the nation watched and
mourned for these five public servants, Detective McMahon
gathered the masses and began raising funds for the 11
children left fatherless by the tragedy. Detective McMahon
raised more than $100,000 to ensure that each of the
children would receive something their fathers would not
have the chance to give them – a college education.  Out of
this effort, Detective McMahon established the Lowell
Police Survivors Fund, which for the past 10 years has
donated money to those who have been faced with adversity
or personal tragedy.

Displaying tremendous strength, Detective McMahon
once again rose above tragedy – this time of a personal
nature – in 1987. That year, nine-year-old Ryan P.
McMahon, Detective McMahon’s son, lost his battle with
brain cancer and died after a valiant struggle. “Yet, even
his own personal tragedy would not detour this humble
and humane man from giving himself to those who are
less fortunate,” said Jerry Flynn, Executive Director of the
New England Police Benevolent Association Local 9000.
Detective McMahon started the Ryan P. McMahon
Scholarship Fund in his son’s honor. Now in its 20th year,
the Fund has given needy children the chance to achieve
the quality education they so richly deserve.

Detective McMahon worked tirelessly to have the Chris-
tos G. Rouses Memorial built in front of the Lowell Police
Dept. This memorial honors all four of the fallen heroes
from the department.  In 2006, Detective McMahon, with
the assistance of two younger officers, had the portraits of
these heroes along with inscriptions detailing their final
tour of duty hung in the lobby of the Lowell Police Dept.
His efforts were applauded not only by the department,
but also by the families affected by these tragedies.

As an officer, Detective McMahon has distinguished
himself throughout his 30-year career, rising to the rank of
Detective. During his tenure as a police instructor he taught

recruits that as police officers they are given a solemn
responsibility and that is to be honored above all else. “He
showed me that compassion outweighed confrontation,
truth overcame injustice, and that friendship is as important
as family,” Mr. Flynn said.

As the Vice/Narcotics Evidence Officer, Detective
McMahon is responsible for the continuity of evidence in
high-profile drug cases and for the storage of large sums
of cash as well as narcotics to be analyzed at the crime lab.
He is regarded by both prosecutors and defense attorneys
as a person of impeccable integrity and professional pride,
and he is considered to be an expert witness on drug cases.

Detective McMahon currently serves as President of the
New England Police Benevolent Association, Inc. I.U.P.A.
Local 9000, AFL-CIO and has negotiated dozens of police
contracts throughout the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.
He is an expert on labor law and is well known and respec-
ted on both sides of the bargaining table. As a national
representative for the International Brotherhood of Police
Officers (IBPO), Detective McMahon has extensive
knowledge and vast experience in contract negotiations,
fact finding, mediation, and contact arbitration.

Detective McMahon continues to serve with the Lowell
Police Department. He and his wife Cindy are the proud
parents of a daughter and four grandchildren. Throughout
his career, he has received numerous awards for bravery
and valor as well as outstanding police work.
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Mary Lou Bergeron, Assistant Superintendent for Operations and Support Services
Gail D. Rosengard, Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum & Instruction 
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1. Next
year’s town
budget will
be $74
million, up a
robust 4.6%
from this
year. That’s
$2,470 for
every man,
woman and

child in North Andover and $6,730
for every household. Shouldn’t that
be more than enough money to run
a town like ours?

2. The average single family
property tax bill in North Andover
is currently $5,610, which is 41%
higher than the state average of
$3,979. Taxes have increased 51%
just since the year 2000. Compar-
able tax bills are: Georgetown -
$3,986; Middleton - $5,179; Haver-
hill - $3,211. Of nearby commu-
nities, only Andover and Boxford
have higher tax bills than ours.

3. North Andover has had 38 tax
override questions on the ballot

since 1986. The four general over-
rides previously passed now take $7
million more out of the pockets of
our taxpayers every year.

4. Next year the schools have been
given a generous 7.4% increase in
their budget while the municipal side
has had to settle for a much more
modest 3.7% increase. And that’s
without an override. But the schools
want an astounding 15% increase in
their budget for additional
personnel.

5. The school problems can be
traced back to the School Committee
signing a disastrous and unaf-
fordable teachers contract in 2005
that led to the layoffs of dozens of
teachers. Current School Committee
Chairman Bill Kelly was the deci-
ding vote to approve that contract.
Now, as the leading proponent of the
override, he wants to punish the
taxpayers because of his own poor
judgement.

6. Last fall the School Committee
finally pulled the plug on the Foster

Ormsby: Alice in Wonderland Economics

Top Ten Reasons to Vote “No” on the $1.65 Million Override
Farm school. But this was only after
it wasted $1 million of your tax
money for the architectural design.
In 1998 the schools wasted an
additional $1.9 million of your taxes
to acquire the Foster Farm land that
now sits idle. Sensible management
and honest enrollment projections
would have prevented this waste of
$2.9 million of your hard-earned
money.

7. Last year the schools ran up a
$500,000 deficit in the school lunch
program. Most of that amount is
being covered this year by free cash
generated from the municipal side of
town government. Let’s see … how
many teachers would that support,
nine? … ten? … eleven?

8. The schools just announced the
hiring of a new superintendent for
$180,000 plus additional benefits,
one of the most expensive super-
intendent packages in the state for
towns similar to ours. Why? Because
the School Committee had no
choice. It had botched earlier
opportunities to hire more

reasonably priced and well-qualified
candidates.

9. Health insurance payments for
town employees are still far above
what the private sector offers. The
town pays 85% to 88% of employee
health insurance premiums. The Fi-
nance Committee estimates it costs
the town on average $12,500 in
benefits for each and every em-
ployee.

10. The latest number for the
inflation rate is 2.7%. The consumer
price index for the Northeast has
only increased 2.2% over the past
year. Social Security payments are
only increasing 3.3% in 2007. The
4.6% increase in the town’s budget
is more than enough to run this town
without an override.

11. Bonus reason: When it comes
to government, “MORE IS NEVER
ENOUGH!”

Taxpayers United for Fiscal
Responsibility (TUFR) -  262 Boston
St., North Andover, MA 01845   978-
725-6509

Ted Tripp

Consider two companies that both sell
donuts, Frosty’s and Crunchy’s. Assume
that Frosty’s donuts are always tasty, fresh
and inexpensive while Crunchy’s donuts
are always dull, stale, and very expensive.

Of course you would prefer to buy
Frosty’s donuts, since they are better than
Crunchy’s donuts and you can save money
at the same time. Unfortunately for you,
Frosty’s donuts are sold exclusively to
residents of an adjoining town and only
Crunchy’s donuts are available to residents
of your town. You are stuck with a bad deal.

What if you complain to Crunchy’s that
you are receiving an inferior product at a
higher price and ask its management to
improve quality and lower the price? Since
you have no recourse, they smile and
dismiss your complaint. They have little
incentive to improve.

If we considered a large number of towns,
each with its own monopoly donut
company, it is not surprising that you would
just end up with a random scattering of
donut prices and quality with no consistent
relationship between the two. This is
exactly the situation we see in public
education.

So how would competition re-establish
a normal price-value relationship? Consider
ten towns in a region that exhibit just such
a random pattern of public school
performance and prices. What if, all of a
sudden, students in these towns were
allowed to go to any of the ten public
schools – making up or saving the
difference in cost depending on their
choice?

Of course, students would all rush to the
schools offering the best value for their
available dollars. Schools that provided
poor quality at a high price would have to
change or go out of business. Magically,
after some time for schools to adjust, the
expected relationship between price and
value would emerge.

So, should you vote for the upcoming tax
override in North Andover? What happens

if you vote to raise your taxes and give more
money to your local public school? Do the
union and the school administration have
any incentive to use the additional funds to
improve quality? With union negotiations
just around the corner, how long will it take
for your extra tax dollars to be flushed down
the rabbit hole?

Come to think of it, this might be a great
time to send a message to the Mad Hatter.

Does Spending Impact Academic
Results? Here is the Data, You Decide.

Figure 1 is a comparison across
industrialized countries of per-pupil
spending and math scores (Figure taken
from “Impacts of State Accountability on
Student Performance,” by Eric A. Hanushek
and Margaret E. Raymond, January 2005;
data is from TIMSS: the 2003 Trends in
International Mathematics and Science
Study). The countries are ranked from left
to right with the countries having the
highest performing math students on the
left. If spending were correlated with
achievement, one would expect the bars to
be higher on the left and lower on the right.
Do you see a pattern?

Figure 2 shows a scatter plot of
composite state SAT scores versus per-pupil
spending. Did higher spending increase
scores? Do you see any relationship?

If you want to see spending/academic
output plots for communities similar to
North Andover (no correlation) or scatter
plots of academic outcomes vs. teacher
salaries (no correlation) or other similar
plots (some showing a positive correlation)
go to www.ValleyPatriot.com.

Based on all this data, why does anyone
think that spending more money will have
any effect on improving academic results?
It would be a miracle if it did!

Dr. Ormsby is a member of the N.
Andover School Committee. He’s a
graduate of Cornell and has a
doctorate from MIT. You can contact
Dr. Ormsby via email:
ccormsby@comcast.net
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Vote YES on the $1.6M Override in N. Andover
My name is Dawn Crescitelli. I have been a North

Andover resident for 13 years. I am a registered nurse in a
large non-union Boston Hospital where I have served on
numerous committees.

I am an involved parent of 2 children at the Thomson
school.  I tend to vote as a fiscal and social moderate. I did
not support the trash fee proposal at town meeting in 2006
because I did not believe it was well organized. In short, I
put a lot of thought and research into issues before I agree
to tax and spend.

The town of North Andover has endured several years
of severe fiscal deficits that have resulted in the elimination
of critical positions in town. This is true of the majority of
municipalities within the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
because of cuts in state aide to the perceived affluent
communities. We can not sustain any further cuts to public
safety, senior center support, the town library or academic
services.

Our town is suffering. There is no fat to trim. Budgets
have been scrutinized and deemed valid. Harry Harutunian
is gone. The blame game is over. Our town is struggling
for 2 basic reasons. First, we lost almost all of our
commercial tax revenue when Lucent closed shop. Second,
we are forced to comply with unfunded state mandates.
North Andover must adhere to state regulations and
mandates but we have no say in the distribution of state
aide and receive less than our fair share. We need to lobby
our elected officials at the state level to advocate for a more
equitable state aide formula.

I AM supporting the over ride initiative on June 19th. I
think this was a well-researched, honest initiative that will
support public safety, seniors, the town library and schools.
It is also a modest over ride that will help us get through a
difficult fiscal crisis without undue strain. On average, a
homeowner can expect a tax increase of $200.00 for a home
valued at $500,000.00 by voting YES on June 19th. In
return for that modest $200.00 increase (which works out
to 56 cents per day), a police officer will be restored. An
outreach worker for the senior center will be reinstated,

the library will be able to hire an assistant director and
children will not sit in classes with 36 students per class.
This over ride is an investment in our town with an
invaluable return. The opponents of the over ride will tell
you we don’t need an override. Ask yourself...do we need
police officers? Senior center outreach workers? Library
services? Well educated children? If you said yes to any of
these questions, then you said yes to an over ride.

Next we move to the debate of over ride vs under ride.
Did the under ride proponents do their homework? No.
They rushed to put forth a sloppy, hastily prepared proposal
at a minimally attended Selectmen’s meeting 30 minutes
prior to the start of the second night of town meeting.

If an under ride was truly desired, under ride proponents
should have availed themselves of their right to place their
idea on the town meeting warrant or they should have
proposed an amendment to the over ride proposal on the

Dawn Crescitelli first night  of town meeting during the Article 13
discussions. Ben Franklin wisely stated, “Those that will
not be counseled, can not be helped. If you do not hear
reason she will rap you on the knuckles.”

Opponents were rapped on the knuckles and surprised
by the town wide momentum to support a modest over
ride. This momentum exists because townfolks have been
counseled and witnessed the severity of need in all of the
town departments. The Valley Patriots own Tom Duggan
voted yes to allow the over ride question to be placed on
the ballot. I won’t support reactionary movements like trash
fees or under ride proposals and I hope you won’t either.

North Andover’s home prices fell by 10% last year. Is
that a coincidence? I don’t believe it is. Property values
have a direct connection to quality town services and
excellent schools.The MCAS scores in North Andover are
dropping, so are our property values. Home buyers are
savvy about researching community resources and schools.
It’s obvious, they don’t like what they see. For most of us,
our home is our greatest financial investment. Isn’t it worth
$200.00 to increase your home value by several thousand?
Sometimes, you have to spend a little money to appreciate
a larger financial gain.

Our leaders on the Board of Selectmen, School
Committee and Finance Committee have all signed a
Resolution called the Memorandum of Understanding to
make sure the town moves forward to embrace wise
financial strategies to better ensure fiscal solidarity in the
future. They are showing a spirit of cooperation and good
will. We need to support these initiatives. This is our town
and no one is going to save town services except us, the
citizens of North Andover.

To view a copy of the Memorandum of Understanding,
the town and school department approved restoration lists,
pending the success of an operational over ride, and honest
up to date over ride information, please visit the following
website: www.northandover.org.

Please join me in supporting our town on June 19th with
a YES vote. United we can achieve greatness!

When faced with on override proposal, our Selectmen
always say, “Sure, put the override on the ballot. Let the
voters decide.” This year, when putting a $1,650,000
override on the ballot, our Selectmen were asked to also
put on a measly $100 underride.

The purpose was to let the voters send
a message – if they wished to –

that they didn’t want an override of any amount. Not $1,650,000.
Not $1,000,000. Not $500,000. Not even $250,000. NO MORE
OVERRIDES!

It would have cost nothing to listen to the voters and determine
their wishes. The ballots were being printed and the election was
being held anyway.

Did our selectmen say, “Sure, let the voters speak”? NO! With just
one exception, Jim Xenakis, they didn’t want to hear from you!

Tom Licciardello, Rosemary Smedile, and Mark Caggiano spoke
against the underride vote. Apparently, they don’t care what you
think.

The Law Offices of

Frederick
"Ted"

Fairburn

Specializing in WSpecializing in WSpecializing in WSpecializing in WSpecializing in Workorkorkorkorkererererers’s’s’s’s’
CompensaCompensaCompensaCompensaCompensation, Serioustion, Serioustion, Serioustion, Serioustion, Serious

PPPPPererererersonal Injuries, Divsonal Injuries, Divsonal Injuries, Divsonal Injuries, Divsonal Injuries, Divorororororce,ce,ce,ce,ce,
and Criminal Mand Criminal Mand Criminal Mand Criminal Mand Criminal Maaaaattttttttttererererers.s.s.s.s.

265 Broadway -
Methuen, MA

Phone: (978) 682-9707
Fax: (978) 682-9460

North Andover Selectmen
Don’t Want to Know!!

In the meantime, VOTE NO
on June 19th

Paid for by Taxpayers United for Fiscal Responsibility …
“We’re TUFR!”
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978 - 975 - 2762

Lawrence
Superintendent Wilfredo T. Laboy

presents

Lawrence Public Schools
Summer Meals Program

FREE meals for kids all summer

Dates of Operation - June 19th through August 31st
1. Guilmette School 80 Bodwell St. B 7:30-8:30 L  11:30 - 1:30
2. Oliver School  183 Haverhill St. B 7:30-8:30 L  11:30 - 1:30
3. Parthum School 255 E. Haverhill St.       B 7:30-8:30 L  11:30 - 1:30
4. S. Lawrence East. 165 Crawford St. B 7:30-8:30 L  11:30 - 1:30

5. Arlington School 150 Arlington St. B 7:30-8:30 L  11:30 - 1:30
6. Beacon Courts 71 Duckett Ave L 12:00-1:00
7. Community Boating 7 Eaton Pl. L 11:30 -  1:30
8. Giesler Pool High St. L 11:30 - 12:30
9. Higgins Pool Crawford St. L 11:30 -  12:30
10. Leahy School 100 Erving Ave B 7:30 - 8:30 L 11:30 - 1:30
11. Merrimack Courts 56 Melvin St. L 12:00 - 1:00
12. Stadium Courts 179 Osgood St. L 12:00 - 1:00
13. Wetherbee School 75 Newton St. B 7:30 - 8:30 L 11:30 - 1:30

Dates of Operation - July 9th through August 3rd
14 . LFD Charter School 34 West St. B 7:30 - 8:00 L11:00 - 12:00

Dates of Operation - June 25th through August 31st

Cooperating Agencies: DOE, USDA, and Project Bread

Lawrence Public Schools - Summer Meals Program prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, sex, color, national origin, age or disability

For More Information :
978 - 975 - 2762

For More Information :
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HARDWAREMAIN STREET

North Andover

We Repair  Window & Door Screens

Broken Screen BUGGING you?
We Can Fix it!

* Over 40 years of Expert Experience
* We do all of our Own Repairs in our OWN Shop!
* Others send their screens out to poor quality fly-by-night shops, NOT US!!!
* All of our work is guaranteed 100% - We’re not happy until YOU ARE!

136 Main St. North Andover * (978) 683-4351 -
* Special Seasonal Hours - Open Daily, 7-5:15 * Sunday 9:30 - 1pm

REG:$39.99
 NOW:$24.99

We’ll Match Your
Existing Aluminum
or Fiberglass
Screen

* We Repair/Rebuild Wooden
   Screens & Doors
* Broken Screen Frame?

Missing Pieces?
No Problem!
WE FIX THOSE TOO!

YOU CAN TRUST US!

And Sliding DoorAnd Sliding DoorAnd Sliding DoorAnd Sliding DoorAnd Sliding Doors Ts Ts Ts Ts TOO!OO!OO!OO!OO!

Your one stop shop for all your low voltage electronics and home entertainment needs

North Andover

North Andover Voters
Made a Mistake

I cannot express enough my
disappointment in regards to
the action taken on the second
night of North Andover’s
annual town meeting.  The
blocking of Community
Preservation funds for
affordable housing at the
Greenery site seems so wrong
to me.  This action taken by a
few seems to completely go

against the grain of why the residents of North Andover
voted in favor of having a Community Preservation
surcharge on their taxes as well as a committee to oversee
the usage of these funds.  Understanding that 10% of these
funds must go toward affordable housing and cannot be
interchanged with other funds, how does one then justify
this action?

Although I sympathize with the neighbors’ concerns, I
feel that they are misinformed regarding this project and
its impact on their neighborhood.

One concern raised was, who will profit from this
project?  At the end of the day, the simple answer is the
residents of the development.  Although NOAH
(Neighborhood of Affordable Housing) will be the
developer of the project and the eventual owner of the
property, they are a non-profit tax-exempt entity.  Any
“profits” made from the property ultimately go back into
the property for maintenance and salaries of employees
who will manage the day-to-day operations of the property.

Traffic was also a great concern of those in the
neighborhood.  One argument was that when the Greenery
ran as a nursing home/brain injury center, the traffic came
in and out at worker shift changes and no other times.
Living in the neighborhood myself during the time the
Greenery was functioning, I found that traffic was far more
sporadic than that.  Ambulances often came in and out as
well as patient visitors, etc.  This proposed tax-credit
development is geared toward housing “work force”
residents.  Many residents then will be coming and going
to work.  Although a traffic study has not yet been done,
there is a great possibility that the town will allow an
additional entrance/exit onto Main Street.  This alone will
afford the area a more even flow of traffic.

The neighbors also expressed a sense of apprehension
regarding the possibility of “transient type” residents. They
say they would be more willing to accept this development
if the percentage of market rate units exceeded those of
affordable rate.  The thought process here is that market
rate residents will stay longer in their units.  Actually, this
mind set is completely off base. Housing industry averages
show that subsidized or affordable residents tend to have
much longer lengths of residency than their market rate
counterparts.  Not to mention that flipping the numbers
would change the whole goal of adding a true affordable
property to the town’s much needed rental market.  NOAH
itself is not in the business of market rate development,
but more so the simple business of housing.

Finally, the fear of an explosion of new students into the
school system is completely unfounded.  This is a 42-unit
proposed development. Industry studies have shown that
it takes five new housing units to generate one student and
oftentimes this number is even lower.  Overall you may be
looking at eight to nine students who would enter the school
system.  I believe the taxes on this building could more
than sufficiently support these students.  I ask that you
also keep in mind that these students may already be in
our school system.  The hope is that this project will house
current North Andover residents as well as newcomers.

Much due diligence has been done on this project and
those in the know have backed it.  I am not only speaking
of NOAH, either.  The North Andover Housing Partnership
Committee is a proponent, the Community Preservation
Committee felt it was a viable project and wanted to give
$1 million towards getting it done, the Board of Selectmen
was in favor and finally the Finance Committee was in
favor as well.  If all of these entities have backed this
project, how sad and frustrating it is that a few have been
able to block it with no room for further discussion.

It leaves one to wonder … is it time to seriously look at
our town charter to find a better way for our town to
function and move ahead in all areas?

Tracy M. Watson

Support N. Andover Men and Women in the Armed Forces
As you start to enjoy your summer, please take a few minutes of your time to send a token of your appreciation (a
letter, gift or care package) to those actively protecting our way of life in Operation Enduring Freedom and Operation
Iraqi Freedom.

MG Sgt John SakowiczHMM-364
MC Unit 42015FPO AP 96426-2015

1st Lt Holly BurkeCo-D 10th AVN BDETF Knight
HawkAPO AE 09355

SPC Stephanie LehmanHHC 1-111
AVN (GSAB)APO AE 09330

PFC Jonah ShotterFOB
KALSU D Co 3-509 40572APO AE 09312-0572

PVT Corey TierneyATRP 1-40 CAV Unit 42510APO AE
09361-2510

SPC Duetsch, Robert D.D Co 2/505 PIR FOB
SpeicherAPO AE 09393

PVT Jason Preneveau502nd Eng LSA AnacondaAPO
AE 09391

SGT Charles F.Canella2BN BDE5 Div IA MITTFOB
Caldwell/KMTBAPO AE 09324

Spc. Jonathan PrendergastA 303 MI
BNAPO AE 09342

SPC Jason PaolinoB TRP 1-182 CAV TF PatriotCamp
Bondsteel 8APO AE 09340

SPC Rollando SanchezC-Troop TF 1-14 CAVUnit
42511APO AE 09361-42511

1st LT Christopher TierneyHHC 1-9IN, 2nd ID, (MITT
0111)Unit 73700APO AE 09381-3700

CPL Michael WilsonMPUSMC 3rd Bn 4th MarinesUIC
41615FPO AP 96426-1615

CAPT Christopher CaredoHHT, 3 HBCT 1CDAttn: 2/2/
5 MITTFOB COABE BAQUBAHAPO AE 09336-1505
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Campanas (AKA Charlie Bell) have all endorsed Niki
Tsongas.  State Rep. Willie Lantigua is endorsing Lowell
Councilor Eileen Donoghue because, he says, she
announced at his headquarters “in Spanish.” In Methuen,
mayoral candidate and at-large City Councilor Kathleen
Corey Rahme has endorsed Finegold while Mayor Billy
Manzi, state Senator Steve Baddour and Councilor Debbie
Quinn are all supporting Eileen Donoghue. Former Mayor
Sharon Pollard is endorsing Niki Tsongas.

 Why I’ll Consider an Override?

For the last four years I have vehemently opposed the
proposed Proposition 2 1/2 overrides in North Andover
for a number of very good reasons. First, the last four
override attempts were put together by the TUFF group
who inflated numbers, played with budget figures and
decried earth shattering consequences if the override wasn’t
passed. They personally attacked those who opposed the
override as “not caring about the children” and outright
lied about the effect on our school budgets and the rest of
the town. But this year the TUFF group isn’t sponsoring
the override. This year the override is spearheaded by
Sandy Gleed and Dawn Crescitelli, both of whom worked
tirelessly to find money in the budget without an override
before considering asking the taxpayers for more. What’s
more, Gleed and Crescitelli are not hate mongers like those
in the TUFF group and they have neither provoked the
opposition with wild accusations nor launched personal
attacks against those who are skeptical of the ballot
measure. For these reasons, I am more than willing to keep
an open mind during the next few weeks, if Mrs. Gleed
and Mrs. Crescitelli can make their case for a bare bones
override on the campaign trail.

At-Large Race Heating up in Lawrence

The at-large City Council race is heating up in Lawrence
with at least one of the three incumbents (Nunzio DiMarca)
in trouble with Lawrence voters. Challengers Frank Moran,
Roger Twomey, Bob Beals, and Carlos Matos have all taken
out nomination papers seeking one of the three open slots.
Word has it that there may be at least two MORE candidates
coming forward before the August deadline, meaning that
DiMarca may not even make it through the primary, as
only six of the seven declared candidates will be nominated
in September.

* Entertainment Centers
   * Bedroom Sets
     * Living Room Sets
       * Grandfather Clocks
          * Recliners  * Lamps
             * Curios  * Sofas

      i f e s t y l e sLLLLL
FURNITURE

Complete Set of Home
Furnishings & Accessories

* Not to be combined with any other offer

Hours: Mon - Sat, 10am - 6pm
Sunday, Noon - 5pm

33 S. Broadway, Lawrence (978) 681-1840

FREE LOCFREE LOCFREE LOCFREE LOCFREE LOCAL DELIVERAL DELIVERAL DELIVERAL DELIVERAL DELIVERYYYYY
* La* La* La* La* Layyyyyaaaaawwwwwaaaaay up to 1 y up to 1 y up to 1 y up to 1 y up to 1 YrYrYrYrYr.....

* 10% OFF w
ith

this A
d!

Farrah Funeral Home

TOM DUGGAN'S NOTEBOOKFootnotes from
Around the Valley

Phone: (978) 682-4060
Fax: (978) 682-3234

133 Lawrence St., Lawrence, MA 01841

Across from
our old
location

Locally Owned and Family OperatedLocally Owned and Family OperatedLocally Owned and Family OperatedLocally Owned and Family OperatedLocally Owned and Family Operated

Louis Farrah, II
David Moynihan

(Manager)

Tribune Watch For Sale

While searching the Internet last month, I
happened upon a startling discovery on Ebay
- an Eagle-Tribune Pulitzer Prize watch for
sale. As you may remember, the Eagle-
Tribune received a Pulitzer for its partially
true story about convicted murderer Willie
Horton, who committed assault and rape
while on a weekend furlough during the
Dukakis administration. What was really
interesting was the location of the actual
watch. According to the Ebay posting, the
watch was listed as in “North Andover.”
Apparently, someone who works at the
Tribune no longer wants the watch that was
given to employees back in 1988 by the Pulitzer
Committee. The watch was going for $149, but after four
or five days on Ebay nobody had made a single bid on it.

Rahme taking on Billy Manzi

This one is a shocker. Methuen at-large City Councilor
Kathleen Corey Rahme has been the top vote getter in the
last two City Council elections and widely considered the
heir apparent to the mayor’s seat when Manzi either leaves
or term limits out. But instead of waiting until there is an
opening in the mayor’s race to ascend to the corner office,

Rahme has decided to take on the
titan of first term incumbent Billy
Manzi. Rahme, who has a solid
base of support among veterans,
police and parents (three of the
most important voting groups),
has proven again that political
savvy and having her finger on
the pulse of the voters are not
exactly her biggest strengths. Of
course, Rahme will be a
legitimate candidate and could
give Manzi a run for his money if
he should fall out of favor with
the voters near the election (or if

another scandal should erupt). But Mayor Manzi has a well-
oiled political machine and is going to out-raise and out-
spend Rahme. Given that 90%+ of all incumbents are
reelected and that Rahme is going to have to give up her
council seat to fight this uphill battle, one has to wonder
why Rahme would take such a bold (some would say
politically foolish) move when she has so much to lose.
One thing for sure, with Rahme and Manzi going head to
head, we can expect a clean, good natured campaign
without the hate and dirty tricks normally associated with
these types of races.

www.EllanBahan.com

This one is too funny not to
report, even though I know I’m
gong to get blamed for it. Ellen
Bahan, the political conspiracy
nut in Methuen, is now getting
a taste of her own medicine.
Bahan, who uses colorful, yet
juvenile, pet names for elected
officials she writes about in her
columns, has been lampooned
online. The website:
www.ellanbahan.com is filled
with hysterical parodies of
Bahan and her political allies on
the Methuen City Council.
Though I had nothing to do with
the construction of the website
or the material contained
therein, I only wished I had
thought of it first.

5th District
Endorsements

In Lawrence, Police Chief
John Romero and “Latino”
activist Isabel Melendez have
both endorsed Andover state
Rep. Barry Finegold for
Congress. Eight of the nine city
councilors in Lawrence are also
supporting Finegold. Former
mayoral candidate Marcos
Devers, Pedro Payano and
political activist Carlos

Andover State Representative Barry Finegold
was endorsed by Lawrence police Chief John
Romero and “Latino” activist Isabel Melendez
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When: Friday, June 22, 2007
Where: Social Naturalization Club

120 Broadway, Lawrence, MA

Time: 7:00PM

Around the Valley

 Music

Donation: $30.00

Raffles,

Prizes

Lawrence - District B, City CouncilorLawrence - District B, City CouncilorLawrence - District B, City CouncilorLawrence - District B, City CouncilorLawrence - District B, City Councilor

Summer Bash Dinner Buffet
to Re-Elect Councilor Grisel Silva!

Siglo 21 Publishes Phony Police Brutality Ad
Siglo 21, a Spanish language gossip sheet

published in Lawrence, has proven once
again that their biased political agenda
against Lawrence police officers and their
shamelessly dishonest tactics to  get
Lawrence’s newest immigrants to fear and
despise cops, knows no bounds.

Last month, Silgo published a fake
advertisement slandering  Lawrence Police
Officer Kyle Wilcox and Attorney Hank
Brennan. The ad, showing a badly beaten
man (with no affiliation to the Wilcox
accusations)  is designed to look like it was
paid for by attorney Hank Brennan, but
Brennan told the Boston Globe that he had
nothing  to do with it and that the ad was slanderous against Officer Wilcox. Brennan has demanded a retraction
(good luck with that!) but we hope that both he and officer Wilcox sue Siglo 21 for slander as they have made it clear
to their readers, long before a trial has been held, that Officer Wilcox is guilty of police brutality. Attorney Brennan
wrote a letter to Siglo whereby he declares how “grossly inappropriate and negligent your  newspaper has acted in
placing these advertisements without any regard for my persona or legal reputation.”

Lawrence Police chief John Romero agreed, telling the Boston Globe: “It is clear to me that Siglo 21 is willing to
compromise any journalistic integrity it may have to sell a story, regardless of the truth, or the merit contained
therein.”  Siglo 21 has been on a several month long campaign to smear the Lawrence Police by misrepresenting
dozens of unsubstantiated claims of police abuse and reporting such allegations as fact to the Latino community.
Oddly enough, anyone who tries to call them on the carpet for such bad behavior is branded by the paper as a
“racist.”

But this time the slanderous accusations won’t work because the author of the Boston Globe piece is non other
than Latino-American Russ Contreras. Good Job Russ! If only the Tribune had such courage!

Pink Slips for Lawrence Politicos

Lawrence City Council President Patrick Blanchette and
former Lawrence School Committeeman Ralph Carerro
have both been let go by the Greater Lawrence Technical
School after years of service because neither of them has
obtained the required certification for the job. Carerro, who
has taken the certification test several times and failed,
has been let go for not being able to pass the test. Blanchette
never even bothered to make an effort to take the
certification test. Don’t worry though, I’m sure  Carerro’s
“good friend” John Housianitis at Central Catholic will
take care of Ralph. As for Mr. Blanchette, he is certainly
bright enough and has the education to land a job on his
own.

Cartoon by David Sullivan of Dracut:
Sull93@hotmail.com

Dr. Kavorkian’s First Assisted Political Suicide

Traficanti Awarded
Workers’ Comp Benefits

$612.06/wk
On May 31st former

Lawrence city worker Andrea
Traficanti went before Judge
Preston at the Lawrence
Industrial Accident Board to
present her claim for workers’
compensation benefits
against the city of Lawrence.

Traficanti filed a claim for
workers’ compensation
earlier this year, seeking
benefits for physical and emotional disability.

Traficanti was laid off because of budget constraints
at City Hall, but prior to her layoff, Traficanti went out
on stress leave and filed her claim against the city.

Traficanti was represented by attorney Kathleen
O’Donnell of Marcotte Law Offices in Lowell.  The
city of Lawrence was represented by Attorney William
DiAdamo of Lawrence.

 After hearing testimony from both parties and
reviewing submitted medical documentation, Judge
Preston awarded workers’ compensation benefits to
Traficanti.

The benefits come out to $612.06 per week from the
date of alleged loss (January 4, 2007) to the present
and continuing medical costs, attorney fees and
expenses.  The weekly compensation of $612.06 is
based upon her average weekly wage of $1,020.10.  The
city has two weeks to appeal the decision, but during
the appeal process, Traficanti will continue to receive
these benefits.

Traficanti has long contended that her layoff from
the city was politically motivated and that it was illegal
since she was out on stress when the layoff occurred.
She has been embroiled in several City Hall scandals
over the last year and a half, but Traficanti, who was
working as a bartender in a local night club even after
going out on stress, has always proclaimed her
innocence and denied any wrongdoing.

Lawrence Mayor Michael Sullivan could not be
reached for comment.



14   The Valley Patriot      June - 2007Lawrence

Lawrence Firefighters
FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
Lawrence Firefighters
FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

14 Amesbury St. - Lawrence, MA 01840 - (978) 687-191914 Amesbury St. - Lawrence, MA 01840 - (978) 687-1919

www.lffcu.org

4.75% APY
for 6 Months Minimum

 Deposit $500

**********

Special
Certificate Offers

During this past Memorial Day I found
myself very reflective of my dad who
passed away some twenty-eight
years ago. He was fifty eight when
he died. His name was Wilfred A.
Larocque and he was part of the
Greatest Generation who fought
in World War Two. He was in
the U.S. Army, 197th AAA
Battalion on Omaha Beach.

He drove a halftrack, removing debris
from off of the beach so that others along
with all types of military equipment could
get unto dry land to safety. I’m very
thankful to God that he made it, as I’m sure
you can imagine because, if he didn’t, I
guess you would not be reading this article
by me. Thinking about him especially on a
day like Memorial Day got me also thinking
about our country and our freedoms and
how special and unique they are.

According to our Declaration of
Independence, the purpose of government
is to secure certain unalienable rights,
among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit
of happiness. As I look around, there seems
to be some who very simply forget or just
outright omit the words “pursuit of,” and
are of the opinion that the purpose of
government is to make them happy. They
have an attitude of or a feeling of
entitlement. They are of the belief that
happiness should be handed to them
without any effort or the “pursuit of.”

The purpose of government is not to
make you happy, but to secure your right
to pursue happiness. I see the same attitude
when it comes to the public schools system.
Yes, you and your children as citizens of
the United States of America are entitled to
a public school education, but that doesn’t
mean you will be educated without you

wanting to be educated. It is the
responsibility of parents to instill into

their children the desire and need to
be educated. The job of a public
school system is to educate, but it
needs to be something pursued by

the free will of its students.

Force feeding education is like
forcing everyone to be happy
without the pursuit thereof. It just

doesn’t work nor is it fair to those who are
in the process of pursuing their happiness.

Do we dare ask these questions to
parents, do you want your children
educated and what are you willing to do
about it? A great way to pursue happiness
is by getting the best education that’s
available. Parents who begin as early as
possible to instill in their children the
importance of education know that this is
the best way to pursue their happiness. It
should be a parent’s desire and goal, that
their children excel far greater then they
ever did.

It’s obvious to me that in Lawrence that
there are some who hold the position that
education may not be as important as
employment, getting a job. This opinion is
slowly changing in the city of Lawrence and
with the opening of the new Lawrence High
School campus next September, I trust it
will help to make this old style of thinking
definitely one of the past.

The pursuit of happiness and the
importance of education I believe are in the
category of ownership. Happiness that is
pursued and education that you acquire are
yours, you own them. Nobody has the right
to take them away from you and the United
States government is here to secure these
rights for its citizens.

The Pursuit of Happiness
Peter Larocque, Lawrence School Committee

Lawrence Planning Director
Michael R. Sweeney

Planning for
Your Future

Since September 11th, 2001 the general
public has been exposed to a great deal of
information about national security and
threats to this country whether from terror-
ists or from nature. Emergency response has
been the focus of billions of dollars here in
the United States and across the world. For
emergency response management, the
potential threat of a pandemic from bird flu
has been at the center of emergency
planning. When you talked to experts
privately a few years back and now
publicly, they say “when” bird flu causes a
pandemic, not if.

Heighten security as a result of terrorist
attacks from Muslim extremists and updat-
ed response protocols as a result of increas-
ed planning for potential outbreaks of bird
flu, have led to a better national and interna-
tional network of communication, security
measures and readiness response. Still,
those involved in emergency planning at
high levels do not sleep peacefully. Why?
Look no further than the recent case invol-
ving Andrew Speaker, an attorney who con-
tract XDR - TB, a highly drug-resistant
form of tuberculosis. Mr. Speaker is the
classic example of what I call the “HDS”
factor, or the human desire to survive factor.

Too often emergency planning and
response models are built around an
assumption that people will react to crisis
in a calm, responsible manner that will
allow emergency responders to accomplish
their tasks efficiently. Particularly when
dealing with infectious diseases that could
cause a pandemic that assumption must be
called into question, the HDS factor must
be accounted for.

The human response to disease is very
different than our response to a terrorist

threat. An event of terrorism causes an im-
mediate rallying point for survivors. People
have a perception of who the enemy is and
what must be accomplished to protect us
from further attacks. Infectious disease is
different and can cause a disruptive, panic
response in the general population. With
infectious disease, the enemy is us. Every
person, including yourself, suddenly has the
potential to be both victim and perpetrator.

The potential of becoming “infected” ter-
rifies people. The trans-Atlantic journeys
of Mr. Speaker, after he knew he was infec-
ted with TB and again when he found out
he was infected with XDR-TB, has only
heighten the concerns of those involved in
emergency response. The first line of
defense, an educated Mr. Speaker, failed
miserably, but predictably, because of the
HDS factor. Despite learning that he had
XDR - TB, he desperately wanted to get
back to the U.S. to obtain treatment at the
best medical facility in the world for TB
related issues - the National Jewish Medical
and Research Center in Denver. Mr. Speak-
er traveled thousands of miles through mul-
tiple security check points and came into
contact with thousands of people at airports
and other public places. Dozens of people
were put at risk. He did everything within
his powers to ensure his survival.

Imagine if he had the bird flu instead of
XDR-TB. Imagine a hundred people with
a deadly infectious disease ignoring public
health warnings; trying to get to a particular
hospital to increase their personal chances
of survival. What about a thousand people?
Ten thousand? Andrew Speaker’s story is
what keeps medical and emergency
response officials up at night and is an
example of why models for emergency
response must be reality based.
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  www.barryfinegold.com

Paid for and Authorized by The Finegold Committee.  FEC ID# COO431049

Bold Ideas and Decisive Leadership
Barry Finegold is part of the next generation of Massachusetts leaders

making the bold choices that will move our state and nation forward. We

need hard working, hard charging leaders like Barry who will tackle the

big problems facing our nation – and our families.

Create a 21st century economy in the 5th

Congressional District
Barry is working to revitalize the Merrimack Valley by attracting

high technology businesses that create jobs and protect our

environment.

A Vision for a Brighter Future
Barry Finegold helped create the Massachusetts Hydrogen Coalition

and has proposed cutting-edge legislative initiatives to put the

Merrimack Valley at the forefront of fuel cell technology.

The Voice of Reason, Gil Frechette To Step Down

Anna Fair Appearance Schedule

Jun 7 2007 8:00P
The Peddler’s Daughter
Haverhill, Massachusetts

Jun 8 2007 7:00P
Cafe Aiello
Lowell, Massachusetts

Jun 9 2007 5:00P
Lawrence Technichal High School
Lawrence, Massachusetts

Jun 12 2007 8:00P
Harpers Ferry
Allston, Massachusetts

Jun 22 2007 8:00P
CD RELEASE PARTY- TBA
Lawrence, Massachusetts

Jun 23 2007 5:00P
Salisbury Beach Pavilion
- Private Party
Salisbury, Massachusetts

Jun 29 2007 8:00P
River City Billiards
Haverhill, Massachusetts

Jun 30 2007 4:00P
Salisbury Beach Strip
Salisbury, Massachusetts

Jun 30 2007 8:00P
The Mosaic Temple
Lawrence, Massachusetts

Jul 2 2007 8:00P
Riverfront Park
Lawrence, Massachusetts

Aug 23 2007 8:00P
The Peddler’s Daughter
Haverhill, Massachusetts

Sep 21 2007 9:00P
The Claddagh Pub
Lawrence, Massachusetts

Lawrence’s hottest new progressive Rock Band
Anna Fair will be appearing at several locations
in the Valley Patriot coverage area this summer.

Thursday June 7th - 6pm
VIP Dinner - Wyndham Hotel

ANDOVER.

Sunday. - June 10 -
6-9pm

Haitian Night
94 Broadway
Peruvian Night

St. Mary’s

Monday June 11 - 6-9pm
Colombian & Salvadorian Night

Galaxia 6-9pm

Tuesday June 12
6-9pm

Ecuadorian Night - TBA

Wednesday, June 13 - 6-11pm
Puerto Rican Night -Pemberton Park

HISPANIC WEEK SCHEDULE IN LAWRENCE Thursday June 14th  6-11pm
Dominican Night-  Pemberton

Park

Friday June 15
Hispanic Week Activities on the

 Common begin at NOON!

Saturday June 16th
Hispanic Week Activities on the

Common - Noon - 11pm

Sunday, June 17th
Hispanic Week Parade - Noon

2-11pm MORE festivities on the
common

For more information you can
visit Hispanic week on line at

www.semanahispana.org

One of the most highly respected and
least controversial Lawrence city
councilors, Gil Frechette, says he will not
seek reelection in November. Frechette is
stepping down after eight years on the
council and says it is a decision he did not
make lightly.

“Believe me,” Frechette said in an
exclusive interview with The Valley Patriot,
“I took a long time thinking about this. For
the last two months it has been very difficult
to make this decision. I have a lot of feelings
about it both ways, but I think it is time for
me to say ‘enough is enough.’ I’ve done
my part. I’ve done as much as I can do and
its time to give someone else a chance to
see what they can do.” Frechette, a retired
Massachusetts state trooper, has been the

voice of reason and a calming
force on a chaotic City Council
that is most often mired in
personal and political
conflicts.

“I have no animosity
towards anyone; this is not
about politics. I just felt the
time had come to change … to
do something else. This is the
time for me.”

Frechette says he is proud to
be part of some of the major improvements
in the city, including the new multi-million
dollar water treatment facility, some of the
great developments happening in the former
mill buildings and working for his consti-
tuents in the Mount Vernon Neighborhood
in South Lawrence. Asked if he had any

regrets or disappointments, he
responded, saying that he is
still haunted by the location of
the new Lawrence High
School on Rt. 114. “To be
honest, I’m still trying to get
over that one. That was hard.”
Frechette said the one thing he
would have wanted to see in
his tenure on the council was
a new police station. “I was
hoping by now it would at
least be on the horizon, but

that’s not the case.”

The District “E” councilor said he will
most likely refrain from endorsing a
candidate to replace him in the November
city election and speculated that a number
of candidates will come forward to run for
the seat. Asked how he would like to be

remembered, he said, “I honestly feel,
whether I have agreed with people or not
over the years that I always acted, not for
myself, but for the best interest of the city
of Lawrence.”

Asked if he had any projects he wishes
he could have seen through to fruition,
Frechette replied, “I wish I could have
finished the ongoing project with the Mount
Vernon Park. It’s very difficult to get any
funding in this area because we don’t
qualify for most federal funds. It is very
difficult to get funding … because most
federal money is designated for inner city
neighborhoods.”

Don’t miss our tribute to outgoing
councilor Gil Frechette in the December
edition of The Valley Patriot.

Tom Duggan
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Who are the Candidates for Congress?
The race for Marty Meehan’s seat in Congress is heating

up in the Merrimack Valley as the five Democrat candidates
vying to replace him are campaigning throughout the
district, while at the same time trying to educate the public
about the special election to be held on September 4th.

A veterans group called Citizens for Civic Courage
sponsored a candidate forum at the Chelmsford Police
Station. Each of the Democrat candidates attended; the
Republican candidate Jim Ogonowski did not show up.

The candidates:

Niki Tsongas: She is the widow of former
Senator Paul Tsongas, who was a legend in
the Lowell area and throughout the Fifth
District. According to all of the internal
polling data, Niki Tsongas is considered the
front runner in this race because of obvious
name recognition and the endorsement of former
Congressman Marty Meehan. According to her website,
Tsongas has a law degree from Boston University and
started Lowell’s first all-female law practice. She is
currently the Dean of External Affairs at Middlesex
Community College - the largest community college in
the Commonwealth.

In 2001, Niki was appointed by Congressman Marty
Meehan to head up a foundation to provide educational
funding for the children of the victims of the 9/11 tragedy.
And she’s been a member of numerous corporate and non-
profit boards because of her strong belief that business must
be constructively engaged in the fight for social and
environmental justice.

Barry Finegold: Finegold is the state representative from
Andover and represents Andover, Lawrence and
Tewksbury in the state Legislature. Finegold is considered
more moderate than most of the candidates in this race. He
was elected to the Andover Board of Selectmen at age 24,
and then to the  Massachusetts House of Representatives
at age 25. In 1999, Finegold won the Kennedy School Fenn
Award for Political Leadership for his work in bringing
together legislators and officials from New Hampshire and
Massachusetts to address the traffic problems on I-93. His
efforts led to the opening of the breakdown lane during
rush hours, which greatly reduced congestion during peak
commuting hours.

Finegold graduated from the Massachusetts School of
Law in Andover and was admitted to the Massachusetts
Bar in 1998. He is presently a partner with the law firm of
Dalton & Finegold, LLP. Finegold also holds a masters in

public administration from the John F. Kennedy School of
Government at Harvard University. To date, Finegold looks
like he has the best chance to pull off an upset against
front runner Niki Tsongas as he has raised more money
than any other candidate, and has distinguished himself
from the rest of the pack with his opposition to surrendering
in Iraq.

Eileen Donoghue: Donoghue is currently a member of
the Lowell City Council. She was elected in 1996 and was
elected mayor in 1998. Donoghue recently took a ‘vote of

no confidence’ in City Manager John Cox (along with five
other councilors), leading to his departure from city service
and angering many Cox supporters.

According to Donoghue’s website, she holds bachelor
of arts degree in individualized concentration from the
University of Massachusetts, where she studied both law
and Spanish. She studied for a period of time at the
University of Puerto Rico in Rio Piedras, and is fluent in
Spanish. She went on to receive her juris doctor at Suffolk
University Law School in Boston in 1979. Donoghue has
been in private practice since 1979, and in 1991 opened
her own law practice in the city of Lowell.

Donoghue is polling in third or fourth place (depending
on which internal polls you look at) because of lack of
name recognition and an inability (so far) to distinguish
herself from the other candidates. She also has a cash flow
problem and is fighting an uphill battle to win her home
town with Niki Tsongas in the race and being one of two
women in the race is also working against her. She does
have big name support from several local politicos but as
history has shown, endorsements matter very little when
name recognition is lacking throughout the district.

Jamie Eldridge: Eldridge is a state representative and
was elected to the Legislature in 2002. He represents Acton,
Boxborough, Shirley, Harvard, Lancaster, and Lunenburg.
Eldridge has a JD from Boston College Law School and a
BA from Johns Hopkins University.

According to his website, Eldridge is a community
economic development (CED) public interest lawyer,
served with Merrimack Valley Legal Services (2001-2002),

was the campaign manager for state Senator (and state
Representative) Pam Resor in 1998 & 2000, was a
legislative aide for state Senator Bob Durand in 1997, and
campaign manager for Durand in 1996. He was also a
litigation assistant for the prominent law firm of Hale and
Dorr, LLP, from 1995 to 1997.

Eldridge is clearly the most liberal of all the candidates,
calling for our troops to surrender in Iraq and demanding
the immediate withdrawal of all our servicemen from that
country. He has very little name recognition in the district,

has raised very little money (in comparison
to the other candidates), and touts himself as
the only legislator to win as a clean elections
candidate (running his campaign with the
taxpayers’ money). Eldridge has a pre-9/11
philosophy, saying that the War on Terror
must be fought as a “law enforcement”

measure rather than a military one, and has called letting
the terrorists in Guantanamo Bay go free.

Jim Miceli: Miceli is a state representative from
Wilmington and was elected in 1977. He represents
Tewksbury and Wilmington in the Legislature and holds a
B.A. and B.S. from Northeastern University. Miceli has
raised very little money for this race compared to the other
candidates, but Jim Miceli is a very wealthy man and could
pump thousands of dollars into his own campaign
whenever he needs it.

This would normally make any candidate formidable as
he could increase his name recognition very quickly when
the race goes down the wire. But Miceli has a serious
problem in this race, he is a conservative in the most liberal
state in the country. He opposes gay marriage and is pro
life, the only candidate for Congress to hold such
conservative views. He also supports President Bush and
the war in Iraq, opposing a timetable for troop withdrawal,
something that will undoubtedly hurt him with the anti-
Bush electorate in Massachusetts Fifth District. Miceli is
a no nonsense politician who calls it like he sees it, and is
less polished than the other candidates in this race.

Miceli was a member of the Wilmington Planning Board
from 1963 to 1966, elected to the Wilmington Board of
Selectmen and served twice as chairman. He has also serves
on the MBTA Advisory Board, the Middlesex County
Advisory Board (co-chairman), and The Massachusetts
Federation of Planning Boards (region 5A chairman).

Whomever you choose to vote for on September 4th,
please do your homework and pay attention to the positions
and the rhetoric put forth by all the candidates.

Paying Attention!
(prestando attencione!)

with Tom Duggan

Tom Duggan

Tax Bills in N. Andover: From Page 1
Selectmen Mark Caggiano, Rosemary Smedile, Tom
Licciardello and Jim Xenakis all saw their tax bills decrease
from 2006 to 2007.

Only Selectman Dan Lanen’s property tax bill went up.
Lanen’s bill went from $4,611.27 to $4,668.16.

On the other hand, Selectman Caggiano’s property tax
bill went down by $69.77 (from $1,996.35 in 2006 to
$1,926.58 in 2007), even though the assessed value of his
home rose by $5,000 (from $176,900 in 2006 to $181,900
in 2007).

Selectman Rosemary Smedile’s property taxes went
down, too (from $4,589.48 to $4,497.02), while the
assessed value on her home rose by $17,800 (see chart to
the right).

Chairman of the Board of Selectmen Tom Licciardello’s
property tax bill went from $4,443.76 to $4,414.13, while
his property values rose by $22,800.

Jim Xenakis’ tax bill went down by $22 (from $5,055.32
to $5,033.07), but his property values rose by $27,000.

Town Manager Mark Rees’ tax bill went down. His tax
bill dipped by $102 (from $4,505.71 in 2006 to $4,403.37
in 2007), but his assessed values rose by $16,400.

Last March The Valley Patriot published a column by
Georgetown Selectman Lonnie Brennan, who reported that
some officials in Georgetown were apparently receiving
tax breaks. Coincidentally, the majority of the Board of
Assessors in Georgetown had their tax bills decrease while
the rest of the town’s taxes went up.

“The contrast is striking and the coincidence is amazing,”
says Brennan of the tax bills of certain officials in
Georgetown. “While a large number of town officials got
hit with increases, one member of the Board of Assessors
saw a 4.85% decrease… ,” he added.

When shown the information of the North Andover
selectman’s tax bills, Brennan says that he was not
surprised.  “Am I the only selectman whose bills keep going
up?” he asked. “I wonder how coincidental all of this is?”
continued Brennan, comparing North Andover’s tax bills
and Georgetown’s.

“I try not to get cynical when I hear of these things, but
it sure doesn’t pass the sniff test,” Selectman Brennan said
of neighboring Georgetown. “In Georgetown, we had a
similar occurrence this past year: our chairman of the Board
of Assessors, as well as his daughter, our town moderator,
did quite well with the assessments on their properties.
Meanwhile, others got hammered. It makes one wonder if
dissenters such as Dan Lanen in North Andover and I might
be targets because we oppose property tax overrides. Is

there a not-so-subtle message being sent to us? Play along,
get your back scratched, get your property taxes reduced?”

When Selectman Lanen learned that he was the only
board member to pay more in taxes from fiscal year 2006
to 2007, he said was quite surprised but not shocked.

“Well, I can see why the other members continue to
support overrides, that’s for sure. Their bills keep going
down,” Lanen quipped. “All I hear about is how residents’
bills keep going up with seniors having trouble paying their
bills. I will need to look into this further,” Lanen continued.

Lanen, one of the two selectmen who regularly opposes
Proposition 2 1/2 overrides, said, “Maybe I would be
supporting an override every year, too, if my tax bills
weren’t always going up.”

To date, the ongoing investigation by The Valley Patriot
into the tax assessment and property tax bills of
Georgetown and North Andover have found no evidence
of wrongdoing or illegality. The investigation is ongoing.

Mark Caggiano    25 Edgelawn Ave

Rosemary Smedile    65 Greene St.

Tom Licciardello    99 Middlesex St.

James Xenakis    687 Salem St.

Mark Rees    42 Buckingham Rd.

Name Address     Tax Bills Assessed Value

2006     2007 2006        2007
$1,996     $1,926 $176,900     $181,900
$4,589     $4,497 $402,900     $420,700

$4,443     $4,414 $390,200     $413,000

$5,055     $5,033 $443,500     $470,500

$4,505     $4,403 $395,600     $412,000
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Finegold Backs Three-State Solution in Iraq
Opening Remarks during Candidate forum in

Chelmsford, sponsored by “Citizens for Civic Change”

Jamie Eldridge: “Let me just say that I never thought I
would be part of a generation that would be involved in a
war that was caused by lies and deceptions that cost

thousands of American
lives and tens of
thousands of lives of
foreign nationals. I
opposed the war in Iraq
in the beginning because
it wasn’t in America’s
security interest. It has
cost thousands of lives
and created
destabilization in the
Middle East.  Sadly, too
many Democrats in

Congress supported giving President Bush the power to
invade Iraq which I firmly opposed. President Bush lied
to the American public and to Congress to bring us into
the war. I firmly opposed that. And I firmly believe that as
your next congressman I will work very hard to stop the
war in Iraq, to bring our troops home immediately and I
am going to join the efforts of the “out Iraq caucus” and
Congressman Jim McGovern’s bill to bring our troops
home within ninety days.”

Niki Tsongas: “The most important issue facing the
country today is the war in Iraq. We have prosecuted a war
without a strategy. Exposed our servicemen and women to
danger without adequate armor and equipment, and several
of the wounded to unsanitary and understaffed medical
facilities like Walter Reed. This is wrong and it has to
change. I support a timetable for withdrawal of troops from
Iraq.  It is time to define the final mission for our troops
and we need a political solution for the region.  We also
need to honor and respect our veterans with proper care
and benefits. I have been told it takes six months or more
for veterans with serious injuries to qualify for disability.
This is wrong.  I am the proud product of a military family.
My father, an Air Force colonel, survived the bombing of
Pearl Harbor and spent his career in the military. When
my dad came home from WW II, Congress passed the GI
Bill. That’s the kind of support our veterans deserve.”

Barry Finegold: My name is Barry Finegold and the
most pressing issue facing this country is the war in Iraq,
Like many of you, I have many friends who are serving
over there. I thank them for their service to our country
and I think of them often. The Bush administration’s
handling of this war has been a dismal failure. They lied
about the intelligence that led us to this war; they did not

properly plan for
this war, They did
not provide our
troops what they
needed for this
war, and now have
no strategy for
ending this war. I
want to get out of
Iraq as soon as
possible. I want to
do it in a
responsible way
which minimizes

American and Iraqi casualties, staves off more civil war
and gives us a chance for peace. What we need is bold
ideas and big solutions. Senator Biden’s three-state solution
has the best chance of doing that. We have learned from
history that this can work. We’ve had a decade of peace in
the former Yugoslavia. But getting out of Iraq isn’t enough.
We need to have a homeland offense and we need to end
our dependence on foreign oil.”

Eileen Donoghue: It is really fitting that the most
important issue facing this nation is the very fist major

debate in this race. It is not only important to the 5th District,
it’s important to this nation and the world. We all agree
that the war in Iraq is a dismal failure. We have to end the
war and get out of Iraq and bring our troops home. Now,
recent weeks have shown that the Bush administration lacks
the leadership and lacks the courage to abide by a timetable.
It is now time for Congress to step up and show leadership,
set a timetable, get us out of Iraq. It is going to take months.
We cannot afford to jeopardize any more lives in Iraq. That
is what is happening. Once we bring those troops home, it
is imperative, imperative that our government provide for
veterans. Provide those necessary services in medical
coverage, education and jobs. This is the duty of Congress
and this is the duty I intend to assume once elected.

Jim Miceli: First and foremost I think establishing a
timetable for leaving the country is sheer lunacy, absolute
lunacy to telegraph to your enemy the date you’re leaving.
Number two, I think we are seeing the results of the
Congress trying to establish a timetable and the president
refusing to sign the bill and we are at a stage right now

where I think there will
be a negotiation. And I
think we all want to get
out of that war.
However, there is a
way to get out of it and
a way not to get out of
it. I think by Congress
and the president
working towards
establishing a date that
is a good meeting of
the minds, doing it the
right way, will make a
lot more sense than
setting a date and
telegraphing it to your

enemies. And I think what has been done, when you have
one of the leaders of the Democrats getting up and saying
we’ve lost the war is the worst possible message you can
send to those young men and women who are fighting over
there in Iraq.”

On Impeaching President Bush:

All of the Democrat candidates said they would not favor
impeaching President Bush. Niki Tsongas said that she
believes that as bad as he is, she does not favor
impeachment, rather, she would like to see the Democrat
party focus all its attention on getting a Democrat elected
to the White house in 2008. Finegold, Miceli and Donoghue
agreed.

But Jamie Eldridge seemed to favor impeachment stating
“I think what Congress needs to do now, and what i would
do if elected, is begin to have the hearings, and get the
testimony out about what this president has done; which is
lied to the American public and Congress to bring us into
the war in Iraq, he has violated federal law by wire tapping
Americans against federal statute  (editors note, this a
charge that has never been substantiated in any court) and
he has used the political process within the U.S. Attorney
General’s office to fire different attorney generals in
different states just because they didn’t play hard ball with
Carl Rove and President Bush. These are serious offenses,
I thin they warrant impeachment but my focus is having
hearings and getting the evidence out and moving forward.
This was very helpful in the impeachment of president
Nixon.”

The war on Terror:

Niki Tsongas said she
wants to implement the
recommendations of the 9/
11 commission and invest
in our first responders
locally. She also said she
wants to invest more

resources in Afghanistan where “the real war on terror is”
and of course, pulling out of Iraq. Representative Finegold,
and Eileen Donoghue agreed that concentrating on
Afghanistan was important but Finegold said that homeland
security and tighter border security (the only candidate to
do so) was paramount to winning the war on terror.
Finegold also said he supports improving relations with
Pakistan’s president Musharruf and focusing more on
Afghanistan and improving intelligence. Jim Miceli said
he believes fighting the war in Iraq is helping us win the
war on terror pointing out that “there have had no major
incidents since 9/11 and anyone that thinks there is no
relationship there has another thing coming. We are fighting
Al Quaida over there so we do not have to fight them over
here. If we withdraw from that country, I do believe we
will start to see more terrorism here (in the U.S.) than we
have ever seen in the past. Eldridge, however, said to fight
the war on terror “we need to apply a law enforcement
approach. We need to apply diplomacy. Imagine if we had
better relations with other countries throughout this world.
Imagine how many terrorists we would catch instead of
instead of doing unilateral invasions and attacks on other
countries.”

On Allowing ROTC to recruit on college Campuses:

With the exception of Representative Eldridge, all of
the candidates said they support ROTC recruitment on
college campuses. Eldridge said he opposes military
recruiters because of the “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell Policy”
implemented by president Clinton, whereby gays are
thrown out of the military if they expose their sexuality to
the military brass.

Each of the candidates opposed closing Guantanamo Bay
Terrorist prison in Cuba except for Eldridge who said that
he had proof that our troops were torturing innocent people
in the camp. “I had an opportunity to see a presentation at
the Unitarian church in Carlisle and witnessed the
presentation by an attorney who represents the detainees
(terrorists) there. I have seen the pictures of people being
tortured there. We’ve all seen the pictures of Abu Ghrab.
We need to ban the outsourcing of torture, we need to close
Guantanamo Bay I think the proof is there that torture has
happened.”

The primary election is September 4th. For breaking
news updates on all the candidates visit the Valley Patriot
website at www.valleypatriot.com

Editor’s Note: Republican Tom Tierney entered the race
after the debate and will challenge Jim Ogonowski on
primary day.

Former Lawrence Council President Marcos Devers
and Niki Tsongas at the opening of her headquarters
in Lawrence

Team Zingales

I’m Andrea Delehunty

We’ve MOVED! to 360 Merrimack Street,
Building #5 in Lawrence

Please See Our Ad on Page 30

I’m a member of



Left to Right: Joe Parolisi, Board Vice President David
Solomon  - Board President Tara Reardon, Lawrence
Firefighter Lt. Eric Zahn, Firefighter Rodney Rivera, -
Lawrence Fire Chief Takvorian, Rob Kimett - Mass
Credit Union LEague SVP Public Relations/Marketing

The Merrimack
Valley Striders
honored Bill Hames
last week for 25
years running the
Boston Marathon
(20 years
consecutively) and
raising more than
$50,000 for
Merrimack Valley
Hospice. Hames is
seen here with
Crissy Licciardello
at the Tara Mara,
Guesthouse Suites
in Methuen.

Senator Susan Tucker was honored as Merrimack Valley
Central Labor Council’s AFL CIO Legislator of the year on
Friday, May 11, 2007. She is pictured here with LTU/
Merrimack Valley Central Labor Council Delegate Michelle
Lafay, LTU Vice President Patricia Driscoll, and Lawrence
Teachers Union President Frank McLaughlin.

Frank Incropera, president of the Mt.  Vernon
Neighborhood Association in Lawrence, recently
awarded the Good Citizen Award to two Frost School
students, Chantel Caceres (left) and Janet Van (right).

Tom Connors, president/CEO
American Training; Tim
Scanlon, Work Choice-
Lawrence; Vince Ball, VP/
Treasurer, University Cap and
Gown, Lawrence, MA; Joe
Robichaud, Job Developer,
Work Choice-Lawrence; Art
Brady, Executive Director/
COO, American Training.
Work Choice is a Division of
American Training.

American Training
Holds Annual Awards

Awarded scholarships by the Striders were, Back row; Dan Anastos,
Peobody High, Erik Mackay, Lawrence Central Catholic, John
Greenlaw, Pinkerton Academy, Derry N.H., Front Row: Alexa Swahn,
North Andover High, Erica Boulay, Wells High School Wells Maine,
Faith Gilmore Methuen High; unable to attend Jenniffer Racine
Haverhill High, Hannah Reagan Pentucket Regional High School
West Newbury, MA.

The Happy Hearts Chorus of Methuen sing the Star
Spangled Banner at the Methuen Health and Rehab Center
on Jackson Street, Methuen. The Happy Hearts Chorus
spent an afternoon singing and entertaining senior citizens.

Happy Hearts
Chorus

Merrimack Valley Striders - Making A Difference!
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Hi, I’m Kathy Mamos

Please see our ad on Page 30
360 Merrimack Street, Bldg. #5 in Lawrence
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Team Zingales

I’m a Member of
Team Zingales

Hi, I’m Kathy Mamos

circle the mistakes without correcting them
and then hand it back to him. It takes two
to argue. If he wants to correct them, fine,
otherwise he will have to spend the two
minutes it takes to print out a new copy. It

is time for him to take
ownership of his work. Until he
sees the importance of “doing
the best job,” you are fighting
a losing battle. Keep
encouraging him to do his best
in other areas of interest, be it
math or sports, and hopefully

the skills learned will transfer eventually
to his other work.

We are U.S. citizens, but my husband
will be working in Canada for a year. My
child will have the opportunity to enroll
in a school where half of the day is taught
in English and half in French. She is
seven and I wonder if it would be too
much of an effort for her and if it is worth
her while, since we will only be there a
year or so.

Yes, your daughter will struggle for a
short time, but this could be an invaluable
experience for her. Studies have repeatedly
shown that one of the easiest times for a
child to learn a new language is when they
already know the basics of a language.
Learning French will help develop her brain
capabilities. Research also indicates that
once the fundamentals of a second language
are learned, learning a third one is even
easier.

Raise ‘Em Right Quiz Question:

True or False - Young children are like
sponges. They soak up information from
all around them.

If you answered true, you were correct.
For example, children absorb the language
they hear. If you swear, they will swear also.
They are always watching and learning
from siblings, parents, and other adults.

Barbara Peary, M.Ed.

RAISE ‘EM RIGHT ™

“Definition of Gifted”

Kids & Education

Bider Music
Open: Mon-Sat, 10am - 6pm

Sunday, 12-5pm

33 S. Broadway, Lawrence (978) 681-1840

* Lessons
     *Repairs
        * Rentals

Guitars, Banjos, Amplifiers,
 PA Systems, Mandolins,
Drum Sets, Full Line of

Percussion

for a complete selection of musical
equipment and accessories

Discount Prices SINCE 1978!

In newspaper articles I have seen
reference made to gifted children. What
is considered the definition of gifted?

Gifted children are those that are
extraordinarily talented or who
excel in one or more areas in
life. Children may be
intellectually gifted or may
surpass others in areas such as
sports, or artistic expression.
For example, a youngster may
be an exceptional athlete or
dancer and be considered gifted. Signs that
a person may be gifted include: vocabulary
and language skills considerably above
what is considered normal skill level for
age, heightened curiosity, an advanced
attention span, the capability to work on
complex tasks until they are completed,
steadfast attention to details, and the ability
to easily understand new concepts.

Children who are gifted need programs
that will challenge them or they may lose
interest and not perform to their capabilities.

My little girls like to hang out in the
yard even when it is raining out. They
come in drenched. I know its summer
and the rain is warm, but what a mess
when they come in.

As long as there is no thunder or
lightening near by, let them enjoy it. They
won’t melt.

Soon they will be teenagers and they will
not want to muss their hair!

Our sixteen year old son usually has
an English paper to write at least every
other week. When I proofread them for
him, he spends a half-hour arguing with
me over the corrections - insisting that
they are not errors that need changing.
He would rather receive a “C” instead
of redoing the work and getting a higher
grade. Can you give me any suggestions?

At sixteen, I would ask him if he still
wants his papers proofed by you. If he does,

Lawrence, Saturday, May 19, 2007 -
A coalition of social service agencies
welcomed the community in developing
services for a new community program.
“Community Cares” was one of the first
community-based events to be held in a
newly created, neighborhood-focused
office based on the English “PATCH”
model.

The PATCH model represents a shift in
organizational dynamics in social service
provision. Rather than agencies
determining the needs of the community,
the PATCH model expects grass-roots
involvement by the residents of the
neighborhood that the office serves.

The Open Space Forum was a way to
empower local residents to express what
they see as the issues and needs facing
children and families in their
neighborhoods, and how to address these
needs. There were 60+ adults and youth
who participated in this event.

The goal is to have community members
be equal partners with social service
agencies and have a strong voice, and stake
in, deciding how best to serve their
neighborhoods.  Several community based
strategies will evolve from the project that
will take direction from community
residents, Neighborhood Committee,
Parent Council, and a Youth Council.

This program is a partnership between
the Lawrence/Methuen Community
Coalition, Community Day Care, TAM
Presbyterian Church, the Department of
Social Services and the Greater Lawrence
Community Action Council, which serves
as the fiscal lead agency for the PATCH
project.

About the new office: The new office is
sited at the TAM Presbyterian Church, 96
East Haverhill Street in the Prospect Hill
area of Lawrence.  It is the third such office
that has been developed in the state of
Massachusetts.

The PATCH concept is to create
community ownership, hope, self-
determination and pride where children and
families are safe and have meaningful
futures through collaboration and mutual
responsibility.  The office will achieve this
goal through promoting empowerment and
involvement of community members who
seek support.

For additional information about this
program and the PATCH model, please
contact Delilah Rivera, Program
Coordinator at (978) 975-8793.

Community Cares Using “Patch” Model

RAISE ‘EM RIGHT™, P.O. Box 831,
Carlisle, MA 01741 or e-mail to
RAISEEMRIGHT@aol.com.

The North Andover Middle School’s Bryant Volleyball
Team participated in the middle school Volleyball
tournament last month, placing third out eight teams.



   June - 2007  The Valley Patriot 21

Michael B. Christensen Family Support Center

Kids & Education

IRS Employees Raise more than $11,000 for Child Abuse Prevention
John Zaccone (middle with large placque) the Blue Ribbon Coordinator, and his IRS colleagues have made an unbelievable donation of
$11,550.32  for the Michael B. Christensen Family Support Center for the prevention of child abuse in Lawrence. Employees sold pins,
magnets, t-shirts and held bake sales to raise the funds. Zaccone promised to shave his beard if IRS employees raised at least $2,000 and
offered to shave both his head and beard if they raised $3,000. The Family Support Center program is sponsored by the Community Action
Council and the Exchange Club of Greater Lawrence.

Webkinz is a stuffed animal
and an on-line game.

First, you have to go on-line
to www.webkinz.com to find
out where you can buy a
Webkinz. Then, you go to the
store and buy a Webkinz stuffed
animal. There are many
different types of Webkinz
animals, some are not even real.

On your Webkinz leg you
will find a special tag. In that

tag you will find a special code.

Then you go back on-line and click “adopt a Webkinz.”

You can name your Webkinz and choose if it is a boy or
a girl. A cartoon version of your Webkinz animal will
appear and you can play with your Webkinz on the Internet.
Your Webkinz animal can buy a house, and you can even
buy different rooms that you can name. You can also buy
things to decorate your room.

When you buy a bed, your Webkinz can sleep in it.

Then you can move your Webkins around your house
and visit either the “W” shop or the “curio shop.”

The curio shop changes every hour. At the “W” shop
they have things for every room that you can buy. They
have special stuff for the holidays and they have new
things for sale every day.

You can also buy clothes for your Webkinz and put it
in a dresser that you buy at the W shop.

There are also daily activities. They are: one spin of
the Webkinz wheel of wow, five spins on the wishing
well, search for gems at Artie’s Gem Hut, something on
sale, and a few others.

There are also hourly activities. You can get a “W”
shop coupon. Artie’s Gem Hut is at the curious shop.There

Join the
Webkinz Craze

by Rachel, Age 10

is an arcade. That’s where you can find the wishing well
and the wheel of wow.

There’s a tournament area where you can play games
against another Webkinz player or with many players.

One thing you have to remember is that you have to buy
food for your Webkinz at the “W” shop to feed your pet.
You also have to make sure it is happy and healthy. To
make it happy you have to play games with it. To keep it
healthy you have to give it a bath or feed it vitamins.

Your Webkinz has special food and a special game or
toy it likes to play with.

I Love playing Webkinz!

GOLF   TOURNAMENT
For the Prevention of Child Abuse

Presented by the
Exchange Club of The

Merrimack Valley

Monday August 20th, 2007
at the beautiful

Andover Country Club

Lunch - Golf - Dinner - and MORE!

For information, application, sponsorship opportunities
please contact Al Pappalardo at 978-618-0513 or email: Pappal@comcast.net
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Joe’s first job
out of school
was with the
G r e a t e r
L a w r e n c e
S a n i t a r y
D i s t r i c t
(GLSD), which
had just opened
a brand new,
state-of-the-art
s e w a g e
treatment plant.
At that time, to
be an employee
of the GLSD,
you had to live
in one of the
towns served
by the district.
And so Joe
moved from
Lowell to
North Andover
in 1977 and has
lived in town
ever since.
After a few
years, Joe left
the GLSD and
went to work
for the state where he continues to this day.
He is a Principal Civil Engineer for the
Division of Capital Asset Management and
Maintenance, Office of Planning, Design

and Construction, out of Boston. Joe is also
a director and steward of the Massachusetts
Organization of State Engineers &
Scientists Union (MOSES).

Joe has been active in North Andover in
many ways. He is a charter member and
former director of the
North Andover Rotary
Club. One of the projects
he especially likes is the
Wednesday morning
before-school class where
he, along with other
Rotarians and parent
volunteers, teach chess to
about 40 students at the
Franklin School. Chess
has been one of Joe’s
passions since his youth
and he loves teaching it to
newcomers. Joe also helps
the Rotary raise funds to support the N.A.
Athletic Association, High School
Scholarships, the Boy Scouts and the

Besides Joe’s involvement with the
veterans, he has become well known around
North Andover by volunteering his time and
talents for both charitable and civic causes.
Perhaps this can best be explained by his
background and family history.

Born in 1944, Joe grew up in Everett and
Boston as one of fifteen children. His
parents, Susan and Noah Smith, instilled
in all their children an appreciation for the

future. When
finishing up
high school,
they gave their
children a
choice: either
further your
education or
join the
m i l i t a r y .
M i l i t a r y
service was
considered an
h o n o r a b l e
profession as
well as a way
to develop
i m p o r t a n t
skills. One of
Joe’s brothers,
T h o m a s
Alonzo, also
joined the

Army and ended up serving as a

communications specialist during the
Vietnam War.

So at the age of 17, Joe volunteered to
join the Army and was sent to Fort Dix,
New Jersey for basic training. After
completing basic, the Army tried to make
Joe a clerk, but he would have none of it.
He wanted to be in the infantry with all the
excitement and outdoors activity that it
entailed. He got plenty of what he wanted
with 16-hour days in the bitter winter cold
and stifling summer heat on the Korean
DMZ near Panmunjon.

After Joe finished his military
commitment and settled into civilian life,
part of his mail route included the Franklin
Institute of Boston on Berkeley Street. One
day while delivering the mail, he started
chatting with Frank Malazola in front of
the school. Unknown to Joe, Malazola was
the Dean of Students and he would
eventually persuade Joe to use some of his
veteran benefits to apply to the Institute.
Joe was accepted and enrolled in the
school’s evening “Institute Preparatory
Course” so that he could continue to work
during the day. He was subsequently
awarded an Alfred P. Sloan Scholarship,
which enabled him to switch to full-time
day study. In 1972 he graduated with an
Associate’s Degree in Civil Engineering.
Then he went on to Lowell Tech – now
UMass Lowell – and received his B.Sc. in
Civil Engineering in 1976.

Let’s Bring Respect & Decorum Back to
the City Council!

Roger TwomeyRoger Twomey
Lawrence City Council

At-Large
Let’s Bring Respect & Decorum Back to

the City Council!

Lawrence City Council
At-Large

Seniors & Vets
Joe Ed Smith- Hero in Our Midst - From Page 1

Trinitarian Church plays. In addition, Joe
is a trustee and treasurer of his Heritage
Green Condominium Trust.

Joe is a member of St. Michael Parish
where he is an usher, a Eucharistic
Minister, belongs to the Men’s Prayer
Group, sings in the adult choir, and is a
member of both the Holy Name Society
and the Parish Pastoral Council. While not
originally a Catholic, he says he couldn’t
resist the spirit of Pastor Paul Keyes and
was finally baptized into the faith by Father
Keyes about seven years ago.

As the Legion Commander, Joe is
striving to reinvigorate one of the Legion’s
major community projects. This involves
working with the high school to help
nominate deserving and talented students
to attend Boys State, Girls State and the
Student Trooper Program. Once students
are selected, the Legion raises funds to
send them to weeklong conferences at a
cost of about $300 each. These programs

help inspire our youth to leadership
positions in both government and law
enforcement.

Joe’s sense of community service has also
extended to local North Andover municipal

boards. He has served on the
Zoning Board of Appeals and
was appointed as the ZBA
representative to study town
zoning issues on a special Task
Force Committee. However,
Joe is perhaps best known for
his perennial March cam-
paigns for selectman. He has
now run for this office seven
times and has yet to be vic-
torious. When asked if he
plans to run again, Joe
proclaims loudly, “Absolutely.
I am going to run again next
year.”

Joe Smith, thank you for your service to
our country.

Ft. Dix description - Army menus are scientifically
prepared to make the American soldier the best fed in
the world.

Ft. Dix recruits practice sighting and handling of the M-1 rifle

Pfc. Joe Smith - 1962

got word to look out for a high-level North
Korean defector who would be attempting
to cross the DMZ into the south.
Intelligence services in those days provided
defectors with safe routes through the
minefields and booby traps. Joe’s
observation post was also warned to watch
for any North Korean soldiers following or
chasing the defector. One of Joe’s more
enterprising squad members decided to go
out and try to help the defector make it

across. He found the defector, tackled him,
and then managed to hide him in a hole -
dug specifically for the purpose - from
enemy soldiers tracking him into the DMZ.
At dawn, Joe was relieved to see his buddy
return unharmed with the valuable defector
in tow.

This was just another small but important
victory for our side in the great 20th century
struggle between the freedom-loving
countries of the West and the communist
bloc dictatorships of the East.

After Korea, Joe came back to the states
for 50 days before being shipped off to the
11th Armored Cavalry in West Germany. He
was stationed at an Army base near
Straubing in Bavaria to patrol the Czech
border against incursions by the Soviets.
One of Joe’s more interesting stints during
this deployment was as a military guard at
the Dachau Prison. A portion of this
infamous Nazi death camp of World War II
was being used as a U.S. Army military
prison in the 1960s.

After Joe completed his military
commitments in November of 1964, he
returned to Boston and found employment
as a mail carrier. He also kept in touch with
fellow veterans through various VFW and
American Legion posts over the years,
although he didn’t officially join any. He
just enjoyed the camaraderie.

Then, about five years ago, he met
Commander Jim Cassidy and Adjutant Ted
Eaton of American Legion Post 219 in
North Andover. They convinced him to join
the Legion and become an active
participant. In just three short years after
joining, the membership of Post 219
installed Joe as its new commander.
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Terrorists Must Be Confronted & Destroyed
Thomas Hudner

Korean War
Medal of Honor Recipient

MEMORIAL DAY, MAY 28, 2007 (North Andover)

It was 232 years ago, within a day’s march of where we
are now gathered, that the first shots were fired in Concord
that marked the start of a war that changed history. It
signaled the start of “A new nation, conceived in liberty
and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created
equal.”

In that battle and the ensuing war, a tiny nation stood up
to the world’s greatest power in its quest for freedom.
Because of brilliant leadership, a dedication to the belief
that all men are created equal and a relentless determination
to attain liberty in the face of almost insurmountable
hardships, that small group of colonies conquered its former
oppressor and has since evolved into the greatest nation in
the history of mankind.

Close by are memorials to all those patriots of generations
past who gave their lives to preserve those liberties, not
only for us Americans, but also for the people of those
nations around the globe who looked to us to attain or
maintain theirs.

Today we are observing Memorial Day which
commemorates all those who gave their lives in the defense
of that new nation’s freedoms and equality of all men which
are articulated in our Declaration of Independence and our
Constitution. It is an occasion for the American people to
reflect on the sacrifices in human lives which led to the
independence and the growth and the maturation of our
country and of the freedoms we now enjoy.

My generation has experienced three major wars; World
War II, The Korean War and the Viet Nam War. World
War II was fought by the great generation of Americans

who saved the world from fascist aggression and secured
the blessings of liberty or hundreds of millions of people
around the world. Four hundred thousand Americans died
in that war and of over 16 million who fought in it, less
than 4 million are still alive today. And, 100,000 more
American lives were lost in Korea and Viet Nam in the
cause of freedom.

Today, their descendants are fighting a global war against
terrorism. They are serving and sacrificing in Afghanistan
and Iraq and at other outposts on the front lines of freedom.
The lives of every one of them are precious to their loved
ones and to our nation. And each life given in the name of
liberty is a life that has not been lost in vain.

This war in which we are now engaged, truly another
world war, is a vicious guerrilla war, one in which religious
zealots are determined to destroy us. It is a war between
two cultures, one which values life and the dignity of man
and the other which considers that any lives sacrificed for
violation of Islamic Law, regardless of sex or age, are a
tribute to Allah.

Although most fighting is in Iraq and Afghanistan, the
enemy is striking in locations all throughout the world,
intent on destroying the civilized world we live in. And it
WILL be a long war.

We have taken the position that the terrorists must be
confronted and destroyed where possible. We offer prayers
every day for the safety of our troops and for their success
in subjugating the evil that has been infiltrating through
our and other societies for many years.

Our precious freedoms and our way of life envied
throughout the world have been attained only through great
sacrifice and the wisdom of those who came before us.

Today, also, we share the sorrow of the mothers and
fathers and families and friends of those who never returned
from the field of battle. They have suffered the greatest

human tragedy – the loss of sons and daughters, spouses
and brothers and sisters.

America has always been a beacon of hope for freedom
for oppressed and threatened people of the world over. We
have used our military might to enable other people, as
well as our own, to enjoy life, liberty and the pursuit of
happiness. And it has been our veterans throughout history
who have been the key players in making the world a safer
and better place to live.

We must give special thanks to those veterans who bear
the scars of combat, many of whom are disabled and in
need of constant medical care. Our hospitals are full of
veterans suffering from illnesses and injuries incurred
during combat or from the rigors of military service,
afflictions that prevent them from living pain free lives
enjoyed by most Americans.

So, today we express our honor to those men and women
who have followed in the footsteps of our forefathers
starting with the colonists and the minutemen. They were,
and are today, those who were willing to fight as necessary
to perpetuate the way of life passed down to them by
warriors of earlier generations. They know there is no glory
in war; it can be utter hell. But, thanks to them, we are
living here in peace.

In closing, let is be reminded of President Abraham
Lincoln’s words in 1863 at the cemetery by the battlefield
of Gettysburg, and I quote:

“The world will little note nor long remember what we
say here, but it can never forget what they did here. It is
for us the living rather to be dedicated here to the unfinished
work which, they who fought here have thus far so nobly
advanced. It is rather for us – that from these honored dead
we take increased devotion to that cause for which they
have the last full measure of devotion – that we here highly
resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain….”

With Americans fighting in the cause of freedom in a
land almost half a world away, think of how applicable
Lincoln’s words are today. Although he spoke of he dead,
his words apply equally to those men and women in
uniform who are devoted to the cause of freedom and peace.

We are blessed to be Americans. Let us not, in the
selfishness of forgetfulness, betray those we honor this
morning. Our legacy from them, obtained at the cost of
the blood of millions, is priceless.

God Bless them, - And God bless us all.

We have taken the position that
the terrorists must be confronted
and destroyed where possible.
We offer prayers every day for
the safety of our troops and for
their success in subjugating the
evil that has been infiltrating
through our and other societies
for many years.

North Andover Selectman Tom Licciardello and American Hero Thomas Hudner
give out Blue Stars to family members of servicemen fighting in Iraq and
Afghanistan

Thomas Hudner was our Valley Patiot of the month for
June 2007. To read his remarkable story on line visit
www.valleypatriot.com/VP050707hero.html. To nominate
a local veteran to be honored as our “Valley Patriot of the
Month” email us at valleypatriot@aol.com
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John Lenotte, American Legion

Seniors & Vets
Benefits for Our Veterans

Susan Piazza, Commander, DAV CH2

Taking Care of Our
Veterans

It’s a Grand Old Flag

Susan Piazza is the first female
commander of the DAV in 75 years, and
its current CH2 commander. She has been
involved with the DAV over twenty five
years. She is also Past Commander of the
American Legion Post 417, Methuen.

John Lenotte is Adjutant, American
Legion Post 4 and Commander, District
8/Essex County.  You can Email him at
JohnLDistrict8@verizon.net

One of the most important issues for
many veterans is the topic of health
care.  Extremely complicated, we
will attempt to shed some light on
this issue.

Generally, veterans need to
enroll in the health care system
before they can use the system.
There are three categories of
veterans that do not need to enroll: 1)
veterans seeking medical help for their
service-connected disability only, 2)
veterans with a service-connected disability
rated 50% or more, and 3) veterans, yet
unrated by the VA, but determined by the
military to have a disability incurred or
made worse by their military service may
seek medical help within twelve months of
separation.

However, everyone should enroll in the
health care system.  If a veteran does not
appear in the system, the health care system
appears to have less veterans.

The VA system is not automatically
granted money; every year it must apply to
Congress for financial support.  Without the
numbers, Congress cannot justify increased
funding for veterans health care.  The
budget then does not keep up with need and
less financial and physical resources are
allocated to the VA health care system.  If
the numbers show only one million people
use the system, the government will not
fund the system for two million.

So, it is vital for every veteran to fill out
an application and to enroll in the system.
Once enrolled, the veteran can seek care
from any VA facility in the U.S.

To apply, complete VA Form 10-10EZ,
“Application for Health Benefits.” Pick up
this form from any VA health care facility,
VA regional benefits office, or by calling
1-877-222-8387.   Or, consult your city
veterans’ agent, or local veterans’
organization.

OUTPATIENT HEALTH CARE: Upon
enrollment, the veteran will be designated
a priority group.  The VA health care system
is currently divided into eight priority
groups.  Veterans whose service-connected
disability rating is above 50 percent receive
the highest priority.

The priority system generally depends on
the percent of the veteran’s disability,
whether or not the disability is service
connected, if the veteran was a POW, or
received a Purple Heart, etc.   Lower
priority are those veterans with no service-
connected disability.

Lower priority level veterans may have
to pay out of pocket for outpatient care.
Generally, the co-pay for a primary care
visit is at least $15.   A visit with a specialist
can run $50 to $80.

Certain VA clinics and tests are
free.  There is no charge for
outpatient visits of a preventative
nature (screening for breast, cervical
or colon cancer, etc.) or visits to
immunization clinics (flu clinics,
etc.).  Certain VA tests are also free
(laboratory, electrocardiograms,
and flat film radiology).

There are rare cases in which a
veteran may be eligible to have the VA pay
for health care at a non-VA facility.  This
fee basis program is normally issued only
if the VA health care system is unable to
provide the services at a VA facility that the
veteran needs.

EXAMPLE:  There was a recent case of
a soldier who suffered traumatic brain
injury from an IED while in Iraq.  After
months in a government hospital, he went
home to rural Texas to continue his
treatment.  There was no government
facility in his area that dealt with, or could
treat his medical issues, but there was a
civilian facility an hour or so away.
Treatment at the civilian facility was
authorized in his case.

EMERGENCY  CARE:  Always go to the
nearest emergency room if you feel your
life is in jeopardy or if you do not believe
you can safely make it to a VA facility. You
do not have to notify the VA prior to an ER
visit.  However, you or someone acting on
your behalf must notify the VA within 72
hours if admitted to a non-VA facility.

Once the veteran’s condition becomes
stable, the VA will make arrangements to
have the veteran moved to a VA facility.  If
the veteran refuses, the VA will discontinue
payments to the civilian facility.

PRESCRIPTIONS  - The method used
to determine prescription coverage is
similar to the system used for outpatient
health care.  Coverage is broken down into
eight groups.  Each corresponds to a
different set of criteria similar to the priority
groupings.  Eligibility for prescriptions and/
or your priority group designation can be
determined when enrolling.

Additional information on health care can
be obtained from www.va.gov/
health_benefits/.

NEXT  MONTH - Specialized Programs:
Blind Veterans, Readjustment Counseling,
Prosthetics, Health Registries –(Gulf War,
Agent Orange, Radiation, etc.), and Nursing
Homes.

With the June 14 Flag Day approaching,
I thought it would be appropriate to write
about our flag.   It is after all a symbol of
America.  All that we are, all that we stand
for.   I still get a chill when I hear the Star
Spangled Banner being played.

On June 14, 1777, the Continental
Congress passed the very first Flag Act.
Remember that this was still in the time of
the American Revolution and 12 years
before the Constitution was written.    There
is still controversy over whether it was
Betsy Ross or someone else who made the
first flag. My money is on Betsy!

And let us not forget that the flag was
the inspiration for Francis Scott Key to pen
the Star Spangled Banner. This was created
during the War of 1812.   The British were
laying siege to Fort McHenry in Baltimore,
Md. They had already invaded and captured
Washington, D.C., having set fire to the
Capitol and the White House. The flames
could be seen some 40 miles away.

Mr. Key was on board a British sloop,
trying to negotiate the return of American
prisoners of war.   The date was September
13, 1814.  The bombardment lasted for 25
hours, the British firing 1500 bombshells.
The flag above Fort McHenry had been
made by a local mother and daughter, Mary
and Caroline Pickersgill. The flag they
made measured 30 by 42 feet.  This was
HUGE. The flags that most of us fly at home
are 3 by 5 feet or maybe 4 by 6 feet.   How
could this not have been an incredible sight
and an obvious inspiration?   It now hangs
in the Smithsonian in Washington, D.C.

Another piece of flag trivia that is close
to home. Captain William Driver was a
shipmaster from Salem, Mass. In 1831, as
he was departing on a voyage on the brig
“Charles Doggett,” he was presented with
a flag.   As it opened for the first time, he
yelled out OLD GLORY.

He retired to Nashville, Tenn., which later
joined the Confederate States during the
Civil War.  Confederate troops searched but
could not locate his flag.  When the Union
troops took the city in 1862, he took the
flag out and raised it above the state capitol.
The 6th Ohio Regiment cheered and later

adopted the nickname OLD GLORY for
their unit, constantly retelling the story.
Captain Driver’s grave is one of three
locations authorized by Congress to fly the
flag 24 hours per day.You can go anywhere
in the world today and the U.S. flag is
recognized. It is, however, in jeopardy. For
over 100 years, the flag was protected by
both federal and state laws. In 1989, the
U.S. Supreme Court ruled the laws
unconstitutional. Congress passed the Flag
Protection Act, but this too was struck down
by the Supreme Court. Since that time, over
three million citizens have signed petitions
for Congress to pass a flag protection
amendment. The legislatures in all 50 states
have passed resolutions asking that an
amendment be passed and sent back to the
states for ratification. Since 1995, an
amendment has been passed
overwhelmingly in the U.S. House of
Representatives.   It has failed each time to
be passed in the U.S. Senate.  Last June it
failed by only one vote. The proposed
wording to the amendment is very simple.
The full text reads as follows:  “The
Congress shall have the power to prohibit
the physical desecration of the flag of the
United States.”

We need to get to our U.S. congressional
delegation and urge the passing of this
amendment.  It is not taking away any rights
of speech.  It is giving us back the rights
we had for generations.   We are a nation of
diversity. This is the symbol that unites us.
The flag is the symbol we honor as we recite
the Pledge of Allegiance. Our troops salute
the flag at the beginning and end of each
day.

The flag is draped on the coffins of the
defenders of our freedom. To desecrate it
in an act of defiance while on American soil
is not free speech.  There are volumes on
this topic. You can find more at
www.flag.org or www.cfa-inc.org. Let the
Congress put the vote before us all as
citizens and let us decide. God Bless
America and the troops who are defending
our freedom.

Housing Opportunities
For Seniors

The Andover Housing Authority is accepting
applications for the 667 State-Aided Elderly Housing
waiting list. You must be 60 years of age orolder to
qualify as elderly. ALL SENIORS ARE ELIGIBLE TO
APPLY! Rend is based on 30% of adjusted income and
includes all Utilities.

Income Limit for one person: $41,700

2 people: 47,700
Currently the waiting list is approximately 6-9

months. Asset limits have been waived. Please contat
the Andover Housing Authority office to obtain an
application at 978 - 475- 2365

The Andover Housing Authority is an equal
Opportunity Housing Agency

The senior computer learning center located at Elder Services
of the Merrimack Valley is accepting registrations for computer
classes beginning the week of July 9, 2007. Learn new or advanced
computer skills in a relaxed classroom setting specifically designed
for the older learner.

 Each session is scheduled from 9am to 11am or 1pm to 3pm
one day per week for eight weeks. The class fee for SeniorNet
members  is $50 and $90 for non members. The non member fee
does include membership in SeniorNet for one year. Advanced
registration is required. All applications MUST be received by June
8, 2007. The center is located at 360 Merrimack St. For more info
please call 800-892-0890 x516.

Computer
Learning for

Seniors
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marching band (that’s almost one in every
four students at the high school) down
Central and Main streets on Memorial Day
to honor those who have served in our
military, defending our nation, defending
freedom.

Georgetown’s finest attended the dedi-
cation ceremonies, including the Police
Honor Guard, members of the Fire Dep., a
Veteran’s Color Guard consisting of former
Selectman Paul Thompson, former Police
Chief Dick Spencer, American Legion Post
Commander Barry Botman, Fred Boden-
rader, Peter Whitney, and Doug Dawes.

Armand Soucy again called out “fire” as
he directed the gun salute to those departed.
The most stirring speeches of the day came
from the prayers delivered by Rev. Jim

Georgetown

Lonnie Brennan is a selectman
in Georgetown. You can email
him at
lonnie@thechocolatecellar.com.

For more information, visit us on the web at www.whatsinyourgenes.net

*Paternity Testing
*Legal or Piece of Mind
*Home Self Collection
*Motherless

* Immigration DNA Testing
*Prenatal Testing
*Forensic Analysis
* Infidelity Testing
*Semen Detection Call 978-659-0086 to

coordinate your test with one
of our friendly Case Managers

101 Amesbury Street,
Suite 400

Lawrence, MA 01840

* Fast * Painless * Affordable * Confidential
“W“W“W“W“Whahahahahat’t’t’t’t’s in ys in ys in ys in ys in your gour gour gour gour genes?”enes?”enes?”enes?”enes?”

Accurate Paternity Testing of Massachusetts

*Social Security
* Child Support
*Adoption
* Twin Testing

Let Accurate Paternity Testing of Massachusetts help you resolve these
issues

How do we avoid overrides?

Have I mentioned that more than 27 times
this past fall, yes, barely nine months ago,
the School Committee, led by chief
negotiator and Chairman George Moker,
penned a new contract that grants 6-11
percent raises for up to 60 percent of our
teachers?

Are you bored yet by hearing about this?

Six-to-eleven percent increases — not a
bad turn of the pen. Problem, however, is
that the chair, George Moker, didn’t know
anything about checks and balances, a.k.a.
Mass. General Laws CH150, Section E (the
one that governs how school committees
are to conduct negotiations!).

One would have thought he might get
tipped off by the reference to CH150E on
page 1 of the teachers contract.

But it’s a long contract, lots of pages. And
one might think that he might get tipped
off by the town administrator, Steve
Delaney. But, despite years and years of
town administration experience, Mr.
Delaney said he didn’t know anything about
CH150E. By way of reference, Delaney
also serves as the town’s acting finance
director.

Still, I can’t help but think that on page
25, where Chairman George Moker signed
his name to the contract, there would have
been perhaps some chance that he would
have looked up, perhaps just glanced for a
minute, and seen just a few inches above
his signature, another reference to “Chapter
150E.” But alas, I guess not.

And so, with great regret, the contract
was signed into law with no checks and
balances as required by Chapter 150E. But,
worse than that, no one seems to care. It’s
boring. The law was not followed, but so
what, it doesn’t matter, there’s no penalty,
who cares?

I care. Why? Because the contact gave
very generous raises to (admittedly) very
deserving teachers, but with no way to pay
for those raises, except with a Proposition
2 1/2 Override, or the cannibalization of
other teacher positions and school
programs. Money was promised with no
funding source, except Moker repeated
pushes for yet another failed override. Is
that responsible spending?

Imagine a world, if you will, where the
School Committee negotiates a reasonable
raise for its employees, our valued teachers,
and that those raises are reflective of what
Joe and Jane Citizen are getting in the non-
taxpayer-funded world. We’re talking 1.5 -
4.0 percent folks, tops.

Now, in addition to limiting raises to
sustainable numbers, imagine that the
schools gave a solid list of priorities that
wasn’t skewed to sell overrides. Imaging
looking online at a list of all the computers,
their locations, their usage, their age, etc.
And what about a list of all the textbooks
and the dates, quantities, publisher
information, ISBN numbers, etc. Imagine
being able to see numbers updated
regularly, and be able to track the spending
monthly, easily, transparently, online, and
on local TV. And imagine a committee that
the entire town felt good about. And a
committee that had the full trust and support
of the entire town.

How do we get there?

Last year, I was the hero for the pro-
school crowd when I fully supported giving
Chapter 70 (school) bonus money to the
schools, over the objections of many on the
Finance Committee. We even had to go so
far as to hold a special town meeting just to
ensure the schools received those funds in
a timely manner. This year, I’m a bum with
many because I did not support a $1 million
plus override that leads to non-responsible
spending, and was termed “Christmas in
July” with its lavish broad-based spending
for many departments.

What is the answer? We need to help the
School Committee with its budget process.
We need to get the politics out of the pro-
pro-schools Finance Committee, and we
need to do this now, not next year. We need
to get monthly reports broadcast to the
community on school spending. We need
charts and data and historical information,
not hysterical information.

The override failed (assuming the recount
holds) because a little more than 50 percent
of the voters don’t believe the hand-
wringing, emotional, sky-is-falling-for-the-
seventeenth-time School Committee and its
supporters.

I like our School Committee. I like two-
thirds of the Finance Committee. But
neither group has the full confidence of the
community. With luck, Moker and these
groups and committees will drop their past
tactics which have only led to failure, and
instead, listen to the other side. Just listen.
Don’t preach to us, don’t yell at us, don’t
call us names, don’t scorn us, don’t look
down on us for not blindly following your
passions. We’re a small town, we can work
together. I hope you can take a step in our
direction. We’ll take several in yours.

Memorial Day

Band Director David Kaminski led the
incredible 111-member Georgetown

All About Georgetown
Georgetown Selectman Lonnie Brennan

Cub Scouts and Brownies decorate veterans’ grave
markers for Memorial Day

McLaughlin, Rev. Eric Marean, and
veterans’ agent Terrance Hart who
reminded the crowd of the difficulties of
mixing politics with waging war, from
George Washington’s battles to our
engagements today.

For me, Memorial Day is a personal day
to remember many of my now deceased
relatives including my dad, who served
proudly in the Navy in the Pacific, enlisting
as a young lad just after the Pearl Harbor
attack. Bless you, dad.

Function rooms available for parties of
10-400 with family style or buffet style meals.

Sal’s Pizza and Italian Restaurant
Conference and Function Facility

Come visit Sal’s newest concept

Our new 300 seat authentic family Italian Restaurant offers
cafeteria style luncheons and casual-elegant evening dining with
panoramic outdoor riverside seating available. Executive Chef
Antonio Veneziano from the Amalfi Coast in Italy has created a
menu that challenges any Italian Restaurant in New England.

Come visit Sal’s newest concept

*10% OFF
any entree*10% OFF

any entree

*Dinner hours Sun-Sat 4 p.m.- close, not to be combined with other offers  Expires June 30, 2007

354 Merrimack Street, Lawrence, MA  - (978) 291-0220
Riverwalk Mills in Lawrence …Exit 44 off Route 495
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Memorial Day - My Very Favorite Holiday

Vice Chair, Methuen City Council,
Methuen Youth Corps Founder

Methuen News
Kathleen Corey Rahme

Methuen

Exquisite Italian Cuisine PLUS A Full Service
Lounge

Buy One Meal Get 2nd 1/2 OFF!

Dine in or Take OUT!

Phone : 978-689-2266
        Fax: 978-689-336634 Hampshire St., Downtown Methuen

Casa Vecchia Express
Pasta Bucket Special
Dinner on the Go!

Ziti & Sauce $17.00
Ziti & Meatballs $20.00
Ziti Sausage $20.00
Ziti & Chix/Veal Cutlet $28.00
Ziti & Chicken Cutlet $26.00
Ziti & Veal Cutlets $30.00

All Dinners Serve 4-6 people and
are served with Bread & Salad

Casa Vecchia
RRRRRestaurestaurestaurestaurestaurante & Marante & Marante & Marante & Marante & Martini Bartini Bartini Bartini Bartini Bar

More than 100 volunteers gathered in the rain at St. Mary’s to replace 7000 veterans’ flags in Methuen and Lawrence.

Memorial Day is by far my favorite time
of year. It is the one day, more than any
other, which causes me to reflect on the
sacrifices and selflessness of our veterans
and their families.  I had the good fortune
of being able to participate in some events
that truly culminated into the holiday. My
entire month was filled with Methuen Youth
Corps service projects.

The Methuen Youth Corps, the JROTC
of Methuen High School led by Lt. Col.
Bernie Stansbury,  Tenney Peer Leaders led
by Joyce Wyman, the Cub Scouts Packs 51
and 55, the Girls Scouts, members of the
Queen City D.A.V. Sam Castro and Sue
Piazza, WWII veteran Michael Beshara,
and adult volunteers (too many to mention
of course) like Joe Fiorante, Otis Veilleux
and John Drelick, the entire Crowe family,
and Joe Bella among others,  joined forces
with Ed Curran, Veterans’ Agent of
Methuen and Fransico Urena, Veterans’
Agent in Lawrence to replace 7000
American flags at St. Mary’s, Immaculate
Conception,  and Bellievue Cemeteries, in
the rain, on Saturday,  May 19.

Eagle Scout candidate Brendan Sprague
and the Boy Scouts and Cub Scouts joined
forces to clean and edge veterans’ graves
at St. Anthony’s Cemetery on Rt. 113 in
April. Sod was removed from the bronze

markers and the grounds were spruced up
in preparation of Memorial Day as his Eagle
Scout project.  Brendan Sprague should be
very proud of himself for a job well done,
and I was pleased to be part of such a great
accomplishment.

What made this so special is that he
achieved this goal just a couple of weeks
before his 18th birthday. Another remarkable
thing that I would like to mention is that
when the Methuen Youth Corps did their
own bronze marker edging as part of the
Methuen city wide cleanup effort at the
Elmwood Cemetery, Brendan Sprague
volunteered that day too to help us with our
efforts. The Methuen Youth Corps, the
Tenney Peer Leaders, volunteers from the
Fidelity House led by Jared, as well as
several adult volunteers, cleaned the sod off
of over 300 veterans’ bronze markers on
Saturday, May 6. It was a labor of love.

The Methuen Youth Corps and Girl Scout
and Cub Scout troops in Methuen replaced

flags at the Walnut Grove Cemetery on
Saturday, May 12 with Veteran Agent Ed
Curran. I know that there were several
groups and veterans who worked to replace
the flags throughout the city. It really is a
beautiful thing when you see Old Glory
waving crisply on Memorial Day.

Another event that I am most proud of is
my Wall of Honor. I have amassed a
personal collection of approximately 500
photographs of local veterans and other
veterans who have local ties.

The wall is on display at St. Monica
School for the entire month of May and is
open to the public for viewing over
Memorial Day weekend. Upwards of 300
people attended the two day open house.
It is really an emotional time to see family
and friends visit the wall and see their loved
ones. A special thank you is extended to
Elie Rahme, Jeff Martin, Joyce Wyman and
the Driscoll family.

I would like to extend a very special thank
you to Father John McLaughlin. The
American Legion chose St. Monica as their
church for their annual service. We all
appreciate his generosity of spirit and
hospitality toward these veterans and for
the use of the school wall for this display.

Thank you too is extended to Mrs. Beth
Ingeneri, Principal. Seeing the veterans visit
the wall and tell the stories of their service
time is something that you need to witness
to appreciate. Just ask Central Catholic

High School student volunteer and member
of the Methuen Youth Corps, Jeff Martin
about it. He will surely tell you that these
folks represent what this great country is
all about. It is a perfect combination of God,
Family and Country. The stories are
priceless. The sacrifices are great. We owe
each of these individuals a debt of gratitude.

I accept photographs (no originals) all
year long. If anyone would like to be
included in the Wall of Honor, just contact
me. I had the opportunity to meet the
Goujon Family of Methuen because of the
Wall. Mark Goujon just returned from Iraq
and his parents wanted him to be part of
this Memorial Day display. I was pleased
to find out that the Goujon family has many
members including six brothers who have
served, and their father was in WWII. They
all grace the wall now too. During the open
house, MCTV was there to produce a show
featuring reactions of veterans, families like
the Goujons, and friends visiting the wall.
It will be aired on Channel 22 in Methuen.

I would like to give a special thank you
to The Valley Patriot. This newspaper
should be commended for recognizing and
respecting veterans all year long and not
just for Memorial Day or Veterans’ Day. At
The Valley Patriot they celebrate those men
and women who have served our great
country and they are the first to show the
appreciation of a grateful nation.

I say, hats off to you and our veterans.

Kathleen Corey Rahme is the former
Central District Councilor in Methuen and
was elected as a city councilor “at large”
in 2005. She is also the vice chair of the city
council and founder of the Methuen Youth
Corps. She also hosts “Call to Serve.” You
can email her at kcoreyrahme
@comcast.net

Adult Volunteers (group leaders) at St. Mary’s Cemetery May 19, 2007. (left
to right) WWII veteran Michael Beshara, Elie Rahme, Councilor Corey Rahme,
John Drelick, Joe Fiorante, Ed Curran, Methuen’s Veterans’ Agent, USMC
Giselle Sterling, Lawrence Veterans’ Agent Francisco Urena, Susan Piazza,
Commander D.A.V., and Lt. Col. Bernie Stansberry, MHS JROTC.
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Contact us at www.tasullivaninsurance.com

SULLIVAN

Licensed in MA & NH ~ Se Habla EspanolLicensed in MA & NH ~ Se Habla Espanol
Serving the Merrimack Valley for more than 38 Years!

2 Convenient Locations2 Convenient Locations
978-683-4700978-683-4700978-683-4700978-683-4700978-683-4700

344 South Union St.344 South Union St.344 South Union St.344 South Union St.344 South Union St.
LaLaLaLaLawrwrwrwrwrenceenceenceenceence,,,,, MA 01843 MA 01843 MA 01843 MA 01843 MA 01843

978-681-8200978-681-8200978-681-8200978-681-8200978-681-8200
369 Mer369 Mer369 Mer369 Mer369 Merrimacrimacrimacrimacrimack St.k St.k St.k St.k St.

Methuen, MA 01844Methuen, MA 01844Methuen, MA 01844Methuen, MA 01844Methuen, MA 01844

* AUTO * HOME * HEALTH * LIFE * BUSINESS
* WORKER’S COMP * CONTRACTORS

INSURANCE AGENCY

SULLIVAN
AGENCY

New Construction 3 Townhouses
overlooking the beautiful Merrimack River.
Ready for occupancy by July 2007. Each
unit features three large bedrooms with
1.5 baths and 2 car garage underneath.
All stainless steel brand new appliances
with a 1 year warranty. Yard is to be
landscaped by seller. Plenty of additional
off-street parking on the side.

5-7-9 McCABE Court, Lawrence MA .
Directions: Water St. to McCabe Court.

PRICE RANGE $229,900 TO $249,900
CALL MARK SULLIVAN

AT 978-681-8511

Beautifully maintained home in
much sought after Mt. Vernon area
on a quiet dead end street. 7 rooms
with 3 bedrooms, hardwood floors
throughout 1st floor and new wall
to wall carpeting upstairs. Brand
new boiler, roof is 5 years old, all
windows replaced in 2001.
Wonderful 3 season porch
overlooking a fantastic fenced yard
with one car garage and a driveway
that easily fits 3 additional cars. No
renovating needed, just move in
and enjoy.

9 Ferguson St. Lawrence MA -
Directions: So. Broadway to Ferguson St. $239,900

Call Mark at 978-681-8511

Bright and airy 3 bedroom
ranch in South Lawrence.
Gleaming hardwood floors
throughout. Fireplaces in
living room and game
room basement. Lots of
space, all located on a
large, level, fenced in lot.

99 Salem Street, Lawrence MA 01843 - $239,900 -
Call Bob Wilson at 978-314-3040
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Commercial * Residential (978) 681-8511
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5AM - 6AM “Wall Street Journal This Morning” w/Gordon Deal

12N - 3PM
Dennis Prager

3PM - 6PM
Sean Hannity

6PM - 9PM
Hugh Hewitt

Boston Conservative Talk
1150 WTTT

Boston Conservative Talk - 1150 WTTT’s weekday schedule

Where Your Opinion Counts!Where Your Opinion Counts!Where Your Opinion Counts!Where Your Opinion Counts!Where Your Opinion Counts!

Boston’s Conservative
Afternoon Lineup

6AM - 9AM
Bill Bennett

9AM, 11:45AM, 6PM
Paul Harvey

9AM - 12N
Mike Gallagher

9PM - 12AM
Michael Medved

Methuen

Re-election
Campaign Kickoff

Mayor Bill
Manzi

for

Tuesday - June 12, 2007
Guesthouse Suites

159 Pelham St. - Methuen

Children and SChildren and SChildren and SChildren and SChildren and Seniors Freeeniors Freeeniors Freeeniors Freeeniors Free

For more information
please call 978 - 686 - 4385

or email manzievent@yahoo.com

So many people have been interested in
the concept of auto safety for our teenagers
and what we can do to help them become
good, responsible drivers that I thought it
was time to do something about it.

As a proud parent of teenagers who set
out on these very same roads as many
parents have before me, I am very
concerned that young drivers are taking
unnecessary risks on the road. I am also
concerned about the ever growing
aggressive behavior of the more
experienced drivers while our kids are on
the road.

As a result of a very irate, obnoxious
driver that my daughter and I encountered
on the roads, the student driver magnet
program was born.

A pilot program for Methuen, this is
strictly voluntary and free of charge to
drivers on their permits. The goal is simple.

People, please be kind and courteous to
these new drivers.

When you see the driver magnets on the
road, please give these young drivers some
extra room and the time they need to master
the rules of the road.

A special thanks to Commonwealth
Motors and Charles Daher who knows the
concerns of parents with teenagers on the
road. He has been selling automobiles for
many years in Lawrence and has always
been involved in stressing safety and good
driving habits for young people.

Student Driver Magnets Mean Be Careful on
the Road with our Young Drivers

Debbie Quinn, Methuen City Council

Commonwealth Motors’ Charlie Daher and Methuen City Councilor
Debbie Quinn say, “Be careful with our student drivers on the road!”
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Wheel
Alignment

157 So. Broadway, Lawrence

OFF

(978) 687-1155

OPEN Mon. - Fri.  7:30 - 5:00

$10.00
4 Wheel Alignment Extra

OFFWe Do Inspection
Stickers!

LUBE, OIL & FILTER SPECIAL

$10.00Up to 5 qts. of Oil 10W30

Major Credit Cards &
Personal Checks Accepted

A   AA

Why I’m Supporting EiIeen
Donoghue for Congress

Methuen

negotiate on an individual basis with very
small bargaining groups, which often

results in limited choices —
or none at all — along with
double-digit increases in
annual premiums for police
officers, fire fighters and
teachers.

I want to stress that the
final decision to join the
GIC, if the legislation is
signed into law, will be
determined by municipal
leaders in agreement with
their local bargaining units
and retirees. In addition, all

decisions about the contribution ratios, i.e.
the percentage of health insurance
premiums that are borne by employees or
retirees, and the percentage borne by the
municipality, would continue to be made
at the local level.

Double-digit increases in annual
employee health insurance costs are simply
not sustainable, especially in our current
climate of sluggish budget growth at the
state level combined with recent local
government cutbacks to core services. Too
often municipal leaders are forced to decide
between hiring a new police officer or fire
fighter versus paying for the latest hike in
insurance premiums.

We should do everything possible to
stabilize the health insurance marketplace
for cities and towns, which should also help
them at budget time every year.

Hi, I’m Errin LivingstonHi, I’m Errin Livingston
I’m a member of
Team Zingales

(978) 688-4277

I’m a member of
Team Zingales

360 Merrimack Street, Bldg. #5 in Lawrence

Most people do not realize there is a
special election on September 4th to replace
Congressman Marty Meehan in
Washington. It is a unique opportunity for
the voters to reexamine our priorities and
take a second look at the direction our
nation is headed in. It will also give us a
chance to closely examine the different
points of view of the variety of candidates
and their positions on the war in Iraq, health
care, and the role of Congress in our every
day lives.

As a voter and a public servant in the city
of Methuen, I can tell you that this election
is about making a choice between true
leadership and supporting the status quo.
The candidates, Barry Finegold, Jamie
Eldridge, Jim Miceli, Niki Tsongas and
Eileen Donoghue, all want what is best for
the country and the people of
Massachusetts. They are each dedicated to
making government more responsive to our
needs and providing the best services
government can provide.

But one candidate stands out among the
rest of the pack and that is Lowell City
Councilor Eileen Donoghue.

Eileen Donoghue has been one of the
finest leaders for the city of Lowell and will
be no less for the Fifth Congressional
District when she is elected in September.
I am happy to support her in this historic
race, one that gives the Fifth District a
chance to choose a leader based on
experience, leadership skills, and their
vision for the future.

Eileen Donoghue has never backed down
from a problem or a challenge. She looks
for ways to turn roadblocks into success
stories. This is evidenced by the very first
initiative she has announced in this
campaign: her pledge to file an updated G.I.
Bill of Rights on her first day in Congress.
Eileen is dedicated to ensure returning

As elected municipal officials, we must
support efforts at the state level to address
the spiraling costs of
municipal health insurance. I
am supportive of state
legislation allowing cities
and towns the local option to
join the state’s Group
Insurance Commission
(GIC), which could
potentially save
municipalities across
Massachusetts millions of
dollars in annual health
insurance costs; and provide
more health insurance
choices for local government workers,
retirees and their families. The
comprehensive GIC reform measure was
drafted as a direct result of productive
discussions between municipal leaders,
union heads, administrators from the GIC
system and a group of senators and
representatives, which occurred over the
past year and a half as part of an ongoing
municipal reform movement.

The GIC is already able to negotiate huge
cost savings, obtain more favorable benefit
packages from insurance companies and
reduce annual premiums because of the
collective negotiating power that comes
from a state employee bargaining coalition
with over 265,000 members.

Imagine if every city and town in the
Commonwealth was able to join such a
massive employee network, where the sheer
size of the entire group forces insurers to
compete with each other and offer better
plans with lower rates in order to gain a
market share of that lucrative business.
Right now there is no incentive for insurers
to reduce costs because cities and towns

Why I Support State Legislation
Empowering Cities and Towns

to Join State’s “Group
Insurance Commission”

veterans have the best health care coverage
in the nation. They deserve no less, and
Eileen Donoghue knows that.

Listen to her speak and you’ll hear her
undeniable commitment to ending the war
in Iraq as soon as possible. Eileen speaks
of a future that builds on the successes she’s
already seen in her hometown; successes
that have involved bringing every party to
the table – public, private, state, federal and
local – to work out solutions to the issues
facing the people of Lowell. Her knowledge
of the state’s health care system and the
financial struggles of the community
hospital, on whose board she sits, and her
background of helping revitalize the streets
and neighborhoods of the great city of
Lowell, show her commitment to her
constituents, a commitment she will
proudly continue when she is voting in
Congress.

I am proud to be one of the many elected
officials in Methuen supporting Eileen
Donoghue for Congress. I, along with our
state Senator Steven Baddour and Mayor
Bill Manzi, understand how important it is
to elect someone with Eileen’s experience
and dedication. I think for all of us the
choice to support Eileen Donoghue was
easy because this race is truly about electing
the best leader for our district.

I do believe it is time to send a woman to
Congress, but not just any woman. We need
to send an experienced and proven leader
with the skills to get something done in
Washington and the integrity to stand up to
the special interest groups who are eroding
our country from inside the beltway.

The people of Methuen and Haverhill
need to see the growth and revitalization
Lowell has been fortunate enough to
experience over the last few years, thanks
in part to the leadership of people like
Eileen Donoghue.

Kenneth Willette

Debbie Quinn, Methuen City Council

Ken Willette is an at-large city
councilor in Methuen. You can
email him at
kennethwillette@comcast.net
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Team Zingales 

Gold Top Producer Award Winner 

Northeast Association of REALTORS 2006 

(978) 360-4743 

 

Team Zingales exclusively located at  RE/MAX  Prestige 

360 Merrimack St Bldg 5, Lawrence, MA 01843 

978-688-4277 
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Methuen- $199,900 
4 room, 2 bedroom, 1.5 bath  

Low Condo Fee 

Haverhill- $338,500 
6 room, 3 bedroom, 2.5 bath  

Great Location! 

Sandown, NH- $314,900 
6 room, 3 bedroom, 1.5 bath  

2.94 Acres 

Methuen- $339,900 
6 room, 3 bedroom, 1 bath  

Well Maintained Home 

Lawrence- $339,900 
8 room, 3 bedroom, 1.5 bath  
Lots of Charm and Detailing. 

Salem, NH- $389,900 
7 room, 3 bedroom, 2.5 bath  

Gorgeous & Elegant Colonial 

Haverhill- $119,900 
4 room, 2 bedroom, 1 bath  

New Carpeting & Paint 

Salem, NH- $569,000 
9 room, 2 bedroom, 3 bath  

55+ Community 

Derry, NH- $198,000 
5 room, 2 bedroom, 1.5 bath  

Perfect for 1st time Buyer 

Introducing 

Jillian’s Village, Haverhill 

14 lot Active Adult Community for 55+. Finely 
appointed homes on your own lot.  Offering a 
very spacious one floor living - three bedrooms, 
large basement and walk up attic, plus a two car 
garage. 
Wonderful upgrades include hardwood, central 
air and gas fireplace. Six lots remain and plenty 
of time to customize! 

Real Estate
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Methuen Mayor Bill Manzi: Hard Work, Real Results
Methuen

Lawrence, MA - Up to 26,000 s.f. of  Prime Retail & Office Retail Space Available

The Essex Street location is in the heart of  downtown revitalization project and within 100 feet of  new multi-million dollar college.

Up to 6 Ground Level Retail Store Fronts Available

2nd Floor Office Space Available. Entire Floorplan can be Built-to-Suit from 2,000-13,000 s.f.
Seeking: Franchises, Banks, Gyms, Coffee Shops, Dry Cleaners, Restaurants, possible Drive-Thru Business, Office Tenants, 

Ground Lease Deals, Ethnic Franchises, etc.

Michael S. Tarshi

Tarshi Development

617.922.2171

As I prepare to announce my candidacy
for re-election as mayor of Methuen, it
seems fitting to examine the issues that I
campaigned upon in the last election and
see what results have been achieved. It has
been a very busy and productive eighteen
months. I hope a look at the record will help
to convince you that I have earned your
support for another term of office. And just
what is that record? Let’s take a look.

Back in October of 2005, The Valley
Patriot gave me as a candidate the oppor-
tunity to put forth a prospective mayoral
agenda. That column is still online at http:/
/ w w w . v a l l e y p a t r i o t . c o m /
VP100505manzi.html.

Let’s take a look at the proposed agenda
and the results. One of the big issues facing
Methuen centered on our Community De-
velopment Department. I inherited a system
with two department heads, the inability to
bring true one-stop shopping for business
development to Methuen. I submitted a re-
organization to Methuen’s City Council,
with the elimination of one depart-ment
head position. After all was said and done,
my re-organization plan placed all regula-
tory authority in land use under the
umbrella of Methuen’s Economic Develop-
ment Director. I was fortunate to be able to
hire a consummate professional in Karen
Sawyer for this new position. When busi-
nesses come to Methuen, they get fast ser-
vice and a definitive idea of what the regu-
latory burden will entail. What are the
results?

The Target Corporation is building a
brand new multimillion-dollar facility in
Methuen that was permitted in less than
sixty days. FW Webb, a major plumbing
supply company, is building a fourteen-
million-dollar facility here in Methuen.
General Mills (Yoplay), in a highly compet-
itive internal market, picked Methuen to ex-
pand over sister plants in Tennessee and
Michigan and is investing millions of dol-
lars in Methuen.

The Fitzgerald Family is re-building a
newer and larger Mann Orch-ards while
completing a residential subdivi-sion at the
same time, with our permitting process
creating a smooth transition. Other critical
development includes: an Enterprise Bank
coming to downtown Methuen, the

Southern New Hampshire Bank developing
a site at Cross and Pelham that has
been vacant for years, an Irving’s
Blue Canoe retail outlet coming
to the same neighborhood, the
Jean D’Arc Credit Union
coming to East Methuen at
Joseph Pappalar-do’s
brand new building on
Merrimack Street, and a
major facelift being de-
signed for the in-town mall
on Broadway (the former
home of CVS). There are
more new and exciting
economic development projects that will be
an-nounced shortly. In the area of economic
development, Methuen is really on the
move.

There can be no more important subject
for elected officials than education. It has
been a busy year for the Methuen public
schools. Methuen’s new Superintendent Dr.
Jeanne Whitten immediately moved to re-
duce class sizes at the Tenney and Timony,
and has created a budgetary “focus on the
classroom” approach that places educa-
tional dollars where they belong - with our
kids. We instituted a high profile effort to
weed out non-Methuen residents from the
Methuen public schools to save our tax dol-
lars. We have implemented a more vigorous
security regimen for our schools, with lock-
down drills and heightened involvement by
our Police Department. Finally, we filed a
comprehensive “Statement of Interest” with
the new School Building Authority to begin
the process of renovating Methuen High
School. I am pleased to be able to announce
that a team will visit Methuen High School
from the School Building Authority on
Monday, June 4, 2007.

With the state ending the moratorium on
July 1, 2007, we have worked very hard to
put Methuen in the best place possible for
state financing. Senator Steve Baddour, and
Representatives Linda Dean Campbell and
Barbara L’Itlalien, have really been
dynamic in representing Methuen with the
School Building Authority. With the July
date fast approaching, I will begin within
the next two weeks to put together the new
School Building Committee, which will be
developed according to the new rules and
regulations of the Massachusetts School
Building Authority.

Our Internet site was in need of an
overhaul. We have produced a brand

new website with no outside help
from consultants. Methuen’s new

website is accessible, much
easier to navigate, and has up-

to-date information across a
wide spectrum of subjects.
Methuen was one of 72
communities to receive
recognition from the
Common Cause
Massachusetts Campaign
for Open Government for
having critical data

available on its website. Link to the
Common Cause page at http://
w w w . c o m m o n c a u s e . o r g / s i t e /
pp.asp?c=dkLNK1MQIwG&b=1492009.

We will continue to add interactivity to
our site, including an on-line permitting
system, which we will unveil this year.

Methuen’s Arlington Neighborhood has
needed a facility for its after-school
program for many years. Its existing facility
is cramped and overcrowded, and simply
not up to the task. After much hard work
by our staff and the good people of the
Arlington Neighborhood, we went out to
bid for a new facility in a new location. That
bid has been awarded, and the new building
should be up in a few months. It has been a
shared goal for many years, and cutting the
ribbon on that facility will be one of the
real highlights of my administration.

As I took office in January of 2006, I
realized that our Emergency Management
System needed attention. With the
assistance of James Jajuga, we produced a
plan for totally overhauling our system. We
were in the process of creating this new
system when the floods of 2006 hit. For a
new mayor it was quite an experience, a
baptism by water. The days and nights were
arduous, but because of the skill and
dedication of our staff, Methuen pulled
through. Our new system took the stress,
and proved that the changes worked. When
catastrophe hit, I acted quickly and
decisively, and that week remains my
proudest moment as mayor.

Methuen has not had a Master Plan done
for over twenty years. As soon as we
overhauled the Economic Development

Department, I gave them the task of
producing such a plan for Methuen. After
months of public input and meetings,
Methuen’s new Master Plan is set to be
unveiled. We will follow the Master Plan
with an implementation process that will
deal with specific zoning regulations, in
particular in our downtown area. There will
be some exciting proposals that will come
from our new Master Plan. In line with the
Master Plan, the Mayoral Commission on
Regulatory Relief, headed by City
Councilor Joseph Leone, has produced its
report. We will release it shortly, along with
legislative actions to implement its
recommendations. We continue to strive to
make interaction between government and
citizen an easy process.

The Mayoral Commission on Historic
Artifacts has been busy, and has issued to
me its recommendations. I hope to be able
to make a major announcement in a very
short period of time that will have a positive
impact on our downtown area and provide
a first-rate historical museum for our city,
which is so rich in historical heritage. One
of the keys to preserving history is an ability
to work with those volunteers who have
dedicated so much of themselves to
preservation in Methuen. I have a strong
record in that area, and will continue to
work with our boards and volunteers to
produce great results.

Our negotiations with Verizon to bring
cable competition to Methuen are ongoing,
and should be completed soon. Methuen’s
insistence on moving towards negotiations
has led us to be one of the cities exempted
from Verizon’s statewide moratorium on
negotiations and should provide Methuen
consumers with the competition that they
have called for in cable access.

There is much more to report. I will keep
you apprised in future columns. As you can
see, it has been a busy and exciting eighteen
months. Methuen is moving in the right
direction, and I hope to be able to continue
this work into a new term. I look forward
to seeing you on the campaign trail! If you
have any questions or comments, please
email me at billmanzi1@comcast.net or
visit my political blog at
www.billmanzi.com. Thanks to The Valley
Patriot for this opportunity.
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NORTH ANDOVER - Lynne McDonald of North
Andover is getting ready to take part in Swim Across
America to benefit cancer survivor programs at
Dana-Farber Cancer Institute in Boston. She’s
participating in a 22-mile relay swim in Boston
Harbor on July 13, and a one-mile competitive swim
in the ocean off of Nantasket Beach in Hull on July
14. McDonald will join hundreds of casual
swimmers and former Olympians Janel Jorgensen
and Carlton Bruner, to make waves in the fight
against cancer.

McDonald has been involved with Swim Across
America in one way or another since its inception.
Her brother, Jeff Keith, is the co-founder of the
event. Keith is a cancer survivor. His leg was infected by the disease when he was just
12-years-old and it was amputated from above the knee. But that didn’t stop him
athletically, which always inspired McDonald. This year, she put together a team of 11
swimmers. In addition, she hosts a neighborhood yard sale to benefit the swim. “The
excitement level of this event is very high. You set a goal and you train. The fundraising
part is challenging, but there are creative ways to do it,” said McDonald. “It’s about
raising money for a good cause and setting a personal goal for yourself at the same
time.”

Participants in the Nantasket Beach swim are required to raise a minimum of $150
by soliciting support and sponsorships. Boston Harbor Island swimmers are required
to raise a minimum of $1500. The Harbor swim is a daylong event that starts from
behind the Boston Harbor Hotel at Rowes Wharf. Guided by the Coast Guard, eight to
10 swimmers jump into the ocean for a 10 to 15 minute rotation.

The swimmers participate in this cycle approximately five times during the day.To
support the charity on dry land, Swim Across America hosts a kick-off party and auction
in the lobby of 125 High Street in Boston on July 12. Organizers hope to raise more
than $300,000 this year with these Boston-area events.

Swim Across America, Inc., is a non-profit corporation that runs events from Boston
to San Francisco to support cancer research at the country’s finest hospitals and institu-
tions. Proceeds from all of the Boston-area swims benefit the David B. Perini, Jr. Quality
of Life Program at Dana-Farber Cancer Institute, which provides medical, educational
and psychosocial services to help survivors of childhood cancer cope with the long-
term side effects of their treatments. It also leads research projects aimed at reducing
and eliminating the negative aspects of those life-saving treatments for current patients.

For more information, or to register, or to support McDonald, visit
www.swimacrossamerica.org.

Local Swimmer Making Waves in
the Fight Against Cancer

Lawrence, Mass. – Home Health VNA has awarded Suhaiti Villa, a graduate from the
Allied Health Technology program at Greater Lawrence Technical School, its scholarship
given annually in memory of a former employee.

The $500 scholarship was established in 1995 as a tribute to Lisa Santiago Ventura, an
employee of the home care agency, who was killed during a high speed police chase. Ms.
Ventura was an innocent bystander whose vehicle was fatally struck during the chase.  In
her memory, the agency gives the Lisa Santiago Ventura Memorial Scholarship to a
graduating senior of the Greater Lawrence Technical School where she was a student.

“Each year I am so proud to offer this scholarship to a student pursuing a career in
nursing,” said Joan Stygles Hull, RN, MBA, president/CEO of Home Health VNA.
“Suhaiti is a wonderful example of the talented and dedicated students out there. We
hope that when she completes her education she might return to our agency to care for
our patients.”

Ms. Villa, a Lawrence resident, was accepted directly into the nursing program at
Fitchburg State College.   She received a gold medal from SkillsUSA for community
service.  She was also named the Exchange Club of Lawrence’s Youth of the Year 2007.

“It was a lot of hard work, but definitely worth it,” said Villa.  “I am looking forward to
attending college and helping people as a nurse.”

Home Health VNA is a not-for-profit home care agency affiliated with HomeCare, Inc. and
Merrimack Valley Hospice.  The three agencies serve over 80 communities in Southern New
Hampshire and the Merrimack Valley. Most recently, Outcome Concept Systems (OCS) named
Home Health VNA among the Top 5% of Home Health Care Agencies in the United States.  Home
Health VNA is certified by the Joint Commission; considered the gold standard of care.  To learn
more about them, visit their website at www.homehealthvna.org.

Home Health VNA Awards Scholarship
to Gr. Lawrence Tech Student

Dana Farber Cancer Screening Van Tests Dozens of Lawrence Women

The Dana Farber Cancer Screening Van
traveled from Boston to the Lawrence
YWCA last month and according to Karen
Ruderman, program director for the
Boston Mammography Van, “it was a
tremendous success across the board.”

“This is our first real venture outside the
Boston city limits,” Ruderman said. “We
were able to screen 44 women in Lawrence
for breast cancer in one day,” she said,
adding that the Cancer Screening Van had
only 45 slots available for that day.

Thanks to a  $100,000 gift from Cynthia
Alekel Mohr, establishing the Cynthia
Alekel Mohr and Family Mobile
Mammography Fund, which paid for some
of the expansion of van services to include
screening for women in the greater
Lawrence area.

Mohr was born and raised in Lawrence
and said she wanted to give back to the
community by promoting health care for
women.

“Lawrence is a diverse community that
has greatly enriched my life,” Mohr told
Impact (the Dana Farber Cancer Institute’s
quarterly newspaper). “I believe in the
future of this underprivileged community
and I am proud to be able to give back by
promoting health care for women.”

According to Dana Farber, the
Mammography Van began providing
mammography screening for Boston area
women in the May of 2002. Because of
the mobile screening, as many as 3,000
additional women receive breast health

education and breast screening
each year. The Boston van
provides services in
neighborhood health centers,
homeless shelters, a women’s
prison and faith-based
organizations in the Boston area.

Of the Lawrence women
screened by Dana Farber last
month, “95% were self identified
as Latino or Hispanic, 90% of
them had a first language that was
Spanish and two-thirds of the
women screened were
uninsured,” Ruderman said. “This
means we are reaching the very
population we were seeking to
serve.”

“We really attribute the success [of the
Lawrence visit] to the fact that there was
such a strong interest and demand for this
service and we attribute that to the tight knit
organizations in the city. They are really
wonderful. There are so many community-
based organizations working together in
Lawrence to bring health care services to
the community.”

Ruderman says that the collaboration
with local partners, “helps provide a service
to women coming to our doors. If it wasn’t
for our local partners like the WYCA of
Greater Lawrence [the lead agency which
organized the mammography van],
MassConect, Mayor Sullivan’s Health Task
Force, the American Cancer Society, the
Women’s Health Network, the Department
of Public Health Program, and so many
others, we would not be able to service the
health care needs of those who are

uninsured, low income, underserved, and
most likely not to get tested.”

Ruderman says the Cancer Screening Van
is coming back to Lawrence in August, “and
60 women have already signed up for
screening on that day, just from the
publicity we received from the May 12th
event.” She said they are looking to add
another day of screening.

“We also have to thank the city of Boston
for allowing its van to go out to another
community.

For more information or to make a
donation, you can call 617-632-1974.

Women in the area who want to sign up
for screening should call the WYCA of
Greater Lawrence at 978-687-0331.

I’m Teresa ZingalesI’m Teresa Zingales
I’m a Member of
Team Zingales

I’m a Member of
Team Zingales

(978) 688-4277
360 Merrimack Street, Bldg. #5 in Lawrence

Tom Duggan
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Headaches
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Simple Wisdom
Gail Van Kleeck

We have a Sunday morning ritual in
our home. Parker gets up first. He
makes a cup of coffee for himself and a
mug of hot chocolate for me.

Then he goes outside to pick up the
paper and to curse at the place the
paper man has thrown it. Next he takes
the paper into the dining room and sits
in the rocking chair beside the sliding
glass door that leads out to our back
yard.

While he is reading I sit in bed,
propped up with assorted pillows,
sipping my hot chocolate, writing what
ever comes to mind and glimpsing up
occasionally to enjoy the view of grass
and trees beyond the bedroom window.
Our home is small. The bedroom is on
the first floor. I can hear Parker’s paper
rustle as he turns the pages.

Sometimes as I sit there, I’m amazed
that he and I bumble along as
contentedly as we do. Our lives are so
like our Sunday morning’s vantage
point. Although both of us are looking
at the same back yard, the place from
which we are viewing it is very different.

There is something ultimately
challenging about living in a world
where each of us truly has our own
point of view. The truth is that despite
how differently we see things, Parker
and I are both a part of the incredible
human community in which those
things we have in common are much
greater than our differences.

It is important for all of us to
remember that despite our differing
perspective, each of us has a choice
about our focus. When we insist that
ours is the only correct view, we

Sunday Mornings
participate in the discontent and
destruction of our personal world as well
as the world around us.

When we look for the things that we,
as a part of the humanity community,
have in common we begin to see the
places where bridges can be built. It is
by focusing on those bridges that each
of us can make the small changes that
are the ultimate framework for healing
and hope.

WHAT WE FOCUS ON IS TRULY
WHAT WE SEE.

Armano Chiropractic PCArmano Chiropractic PCArmano Chiropractic PCArmano Chiropractic PCArmano Chiropractic PC
421 Merrimack St. Suite  101B, Methuen, MA 01844

Phone: 978-327-5571

Serving the Merrimack Valley For Over 17 Years

MostInsurance Accepted

Se Habla

Espanol Same Day/Evening
Appointments

~

Preventative/Maintenance Care

Who is Gail Van Kleeck?
I n t e r n a t i o n a l

inspirational author
and motivational
story teller.

Gail Van Kleeck
spent seven years
as a hospice
volunteer. Her
writing and
speaking contain insights drawn from the
families with whom she was privileged to
work. She also draws from her childhood
experiences, her journals and her life as a
daughter, wife, mother and friend. In
addition to her skills as a writer and speaker,
Van Kleeck is an accomplished interior
designer. Her business, Dover Interiors is
based in Westwood, Ma. With an
educational background in both psychology
and design, she specializes in helping
clients create surrounding support their
lifestyles and nurture their spirits. Gail was
born in Michigan and is a graduate of
Michigan State University. The oldest of
five children, she has two grown children,
four grandchildren, numerous pets and a life
partner who is a former jazz musician.

Hi, I’m Joe Zingales

from Remax
Prestige in Lawrence!

360 Merrimack Street, Bldg. #5 in Lawrence

Please See Our Ad Page 30
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S U D O K U

Haverhill and North Andover, Mass. –
Merrimack Valley Hospice is offering two,
special monthly drop-in Caregiver Support
Groups in the area.

 A Caregiver Support Group in
Haverhill will be held every 3rd Tuesday
of the month beginning on June 19th.  The
group will be held from 2:00 – 3:30 p.m.
at Penacook Place in Haverhill.

A Caregiver Support Group in North
Andover will be held every 4th Tuesday
of the month beginning on April 24th.  The
group will be held from 4:00 – 5:30 p.m.
at Ashland Farm in North Andover.

These special support groups will
provide a safe and confidential space for
caregivers to explore their thoughts and
feeling about the complex issues that come
with caring for a loved one.  The group
will cover a wide range of issues that are
unique to the caregiver needs.

Merrimack Valley Hospice Offers Local
Caregiver Support Groups

These groups will be facilitated by Lois
Marra, MA, LMHC and Nancy Thornton,
MS, LSW, both from Merrimack Valley
Hospice.  For more information and to
register for the group, contact Lois at 978-
552-4537 or Nancy at 978-552-4528.

Merrimack Valley Hospice offers a wide
range of bereavement support groups for
individuals throughout the Merrimack
Valley.  All groups are free and open to the
public.

For more information on all of
Merrimack Valley Hospice’s support
groups, contact 978-552-4848.

Merrimack Valley Hospice is a not-for-
profit agency serving terminally ill patients
and their families throughout the
Merrimack Valley and Southern New
Hampshire.  Merrimack Valley Hospice is
affiliated with Home Health VNA and
HomeCare, Inc. Visit them on the web at
www.merrimackvalleyhospice.org.

SHEEHAN’S

Mass Inspection 5018

26 Lawrence St. Methuen MA
24

Hour
Service

Towing Service

978-687-9378
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If you have answered yes to both questions,
the Methuen Senior center is collecting cell
phones that can be programmed for 911
use for senior citizens.

Old Cell Phones Wanted
Do you have old cell phones that you no longer use?

Is it in good working condition?

Call (978) 794-3296 for more details. Or just drop off your phone at the
Methuen Senior Center, 77 Lowell St.

Selling your stereo? Giving away old furniture? Trying to find a
home for Fido’s over-sized litter? Your line ad in The Valley Patriot
will be seen by thousands of people in the Merrimack Valley from
Lowell to Amesbury and everywhere in between for an entire
month. At a mere 80 cents per word - this  ad only costs us
$50.40

S
U
D
O
K
U

Interfaith Caregivers of Greater Lawrence, a coalition of faith communities, social service agencies, and health
organizations, is looking for volunteers to drive elders to medical and “quality of life” appointments through the
Friends in Deed program at Elder Services of the Merrimack Valley. If you can help, even if only occasionally, please
call Jerry Proulx, Volunteer Recruiter, at 1-800-892-0890 ext. 445 or Eileen Giordano, Volunteer Coordinator, at 1-
800-892-0890 ext. 463 (and mention Interfaith Caregivers). Thank you from Interfaith Caregivers and the many elders
who need the services of volunteer drivers to remain independent in their own homes.

Classified

Drivers Needed to Transport Seniors

YOUR LINE AD HERE

Saturday Morning LIVE! with Warren Shaw
(6-10am)

Paying Attention! with
Tom Duggan (Noon-2pm)

WCAP RADIO 980 AM

WCAP, Massachusetts’ Most Powerful
AM Radio Station North of Boston!

Our New Daily Lineup!
Monday - Friday

 (5-6am) America in the Morning
(6-9am) George Anthis
(9-10am) Dr. Dean Edell

(10-Noon) G. Gordon Liddy
(Noon-3pm) Dr. Joy Brown
(3-6pm) Afternoon LIVE!

       W/ Regina & Friends

Saturdays

AND....
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There is help available!  You may qualify for unclaimed
benefits from the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. Please
call and schedule an appointment with your local Veterans’
Services Agent at (978) 794 5846

Attention Veterans
or Veterans’ Widows

Prescription Medication
Food Assistance
Financial Assistance

If you or your spouse were honorably
discharged from the United States Armed
Forces and you require:

Francisco A. Ureña, Director

City of Lawrence Veterans’ Services

BOBOBOBOBOAAAAAT FORT FORT FORT FORT FOR
SALESALESALESALESALE

2004, 18 ft.
Horizon Four Winns

Only 6 hours of Boating

Assume Payments of
$235/mo.

and it’s YOURS!

Please Call:  (978) 557-5413

See Boat at Pirate
Cove,  Methuen

Please See our Ad Page 30

Hi, I’m Steve Buco
I’m a member of
Team Zingales

360 Merrimack Street, Bldg #5 Lawrence

Visit Remax Prestige at our NEW Location
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Zoning Board of Appeals
1 Full Memeber and 1 Associate Member

Prospect Hill Historical Commission - One Member
Planning Board - One Member Position

Conservation Commission
Three Member Positions -

Lawrence Redevelopment Authority
 One Position

Classified

MA. LICENSE                      INSURED
PLUMBING REPAIRS AND INSTALLATIONS

GAS PIPING AND APPLIANCE INSTALLS
WATER HEATERS AND BOILERS

MC, VISA, DISCOVER, AMX. ACCEPTED
MA. MASTER LIC. #12299

(978)-685-5595

H. P. WOLF - PLUMBERS

northernprocess@comcast.net

SPRING SPECIAL CALL NOW! (603) 893-0899

Mold

Remedation

24 HR Emergency Flood Service

Make Old
Carpets Look

NEW!

Pet O
dor

Removal

Fred F. Ramey, Jr.
Owner

603-642-4757
Cell - 508-509-4314

Utility & Subdivision Specialists
45 Mill Road, Kingston, NH 03848

F & S Construction, LLC

Tom’s Carpet
Cleaning

We Service ALL of the
Merrimack Valley

Office: 978-686-1464
Fax: 978-686-1464
James.Moore@rs.af.mil

JAMES F. MOORE
Staff Sergeant, USAF

Air Force Recruiter

AIRFORAIRFORAIRFORAIRFORAIRFORCE.COMCE.COMCE.COMCE.COMCE.COM

Air Force Recruiting Office
160 Winnthrop Ave
StadiumPlaza
Lawrence, MA 01843-3840

Massage Therapist

Steve Cottle

(781) 507 - 6497

Robert O’Koniewski
The Law Office of

181 Canal Street,
Suite 310
Lawrence

(978) 688-0029

Attorney at Law

CITY OF
LAWRENCE
Planning Department

Open Board Positions

Michael R. Sweeney
Planning Director

Planning Department
147 Haverhill Street

Lawrence, MA 01840

Applications may be picked up at the Planning Department
- 147 Haverhill Street, Lawrence, Ma

All applications should be returned no later than
Friday, June 22nd, 2007 to



Leading OB/GYN specialists such as Andover Obstetrics

& Gynecological Associates, P.C., are scheduling day 

surgery at the Andover Surgery Center for the conven-

ience of their patients. As the first licensed free-standing

surgicenter in Massachusetts, the Andover Surgery

Center offers the latest in medical technology, a highly

experienced staff, and efficient scheduling and opera-

tions. Our mission is to help physicians deliver quality

care to their patients in a timely manner – in a caring,

comfortable setting. The Andover Surgery Center sets 

the standard in surgical day care.

Andover OB/GYN has over twenty years experience in OB/GYN procedures such as colposcopies,

D & C hysteroscopies, leep, DX laparoscopies, tubal ligations and endometreal ablations. Their

office is located at 140 Haverhill Street in Andover, with other offices in Lawrence and Salem, 

New Hampshire. Call 978-475-2731 for more information.

Andover Surgery Center, LP
Doctors Park • 138 Haverhill Street, Andover
978-475-2880 • www.andoversurgerycenter.com

Fully accredited by the AAAHC and certified by Medicare, the Andover Surgery Center has contracts with all major medical insurance providers.

Operating close to home...

Let us make
your day easier

Andover OB/GYN
Edwin Radke, M.D., Thomas Davidson, M.D.,

Andrea Polansky, M.D. and Elise Saks, M.D.


