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Methuen Kids Needs a

Skateboard Park
Debbie Quinn, Methuen City Councilor

Tedy’s Team Raises Money For
Stroke Victims

Palermo: From Page 4

Boda is holding a fundraiser at the
Claddagh in Lawrence on March 2nd to
raise money for stroke victims.

To make a tax-deductible donation, please
send a check payable to The American
Stroke Association, c/o Debbie Boda, 8
Alton Rd., Apt. 2, Methuen, Massachusetts
02844.

Boda also publishes a brochure to teach
people about the warning signs and risk
factors for stroke.

“It is extremely important to me to
educate the public on what they are,” she
said.  “I speak to highly intelligent people
who say to me … what is a stroke? How and
why does it happen? Education really is the
key to preventing strokes and we need to
get the word out to save lives.”

To donate online, and get information on
the warning signs of stroke, you can visit
Boda’s Web site at
www.debbiemarathon.com.

An Arab student once told me a beautiful
saying from her culture, which I remember
today, 20 years later. “Health is the crown
over one’s head that only sick people can
see.” If you have ever been gravely ill, you
know what she means. So I believe if God
has blessed you with a healthy body, you
show respect for it. The body is a temple,
not a toilet.

Am I being too severe? I don’t think so.
Over a million people will be diagnosed with
cancer this year. Many of them will end up
enduring chemo, radiation, surgery, and

Mark Palermo is a professor at
Northern Essex Community College in
Haverhill and is the past vice-
president of the faculty union. You can
email him at markpalermo@lycos.com.

walking around sans breasts, testicles, vocal
chords or wearing colostomy bags. The
average teenager eats a pound of sugar a
day. Diabetes and heart disease are in
epidemic proportions. Gee, I wonder why.
Do you suppose at least part of these health
problems have anything to do with the food
we eat?

For more information visit us on the web at www.whatsinyourgenes.net
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Skateboarding has been
shaped and influenced by
hundreds of skateboarders
throughout the years.

Burnham Road might not
be the most suitable location
for the park, for it is too
secluded for security
purposes. It also borders

Laurel Woods, a neatly tucked development
on the west side of Methuen. Residents of
Laurel Woods like the skateboarders, but
the trash that is left behind and the drinking
and drugs that has occurred are a burden
on their quality of life.

Lt. Kevin Mahoney and myself visited
Windham Skatepark and were very
impressed with the whole set-up.

The cities of Lowell and Marshfield are
two other cities that have outstanding
skateboard parks. Methuen would love to
mirror those cites and come up with a safe
and fun area for this activity.

The next meeting on the skateboard park
will be held at City Hall, Wed., Feb 28, at
6:30.

The committee and local skateboarders
will attempt to look towards fundraising
ideas, new locations and donations towards
the new skate park.

The skateboarders know that they have
to take responsibility and pride into this new
endeavor. I’m sure these talented and
respectful kids will do the right thing.

The skate park on Burnham
Road is the only skate park
location in the city of
Methuen, but that may soon
change.

A committee has been set
up by Methuen Mayor Bill
Manzi to investigate the
possibilities of renovating
the existing location or finding a more
suitable spot.

The committee, along with local parents,
has met with skateboarders from Central
Catholic High School and Methuen High
School to discuss the process. The
skateboarders came to the meeting very well
prepared with handouts and a definite vision
of what they would like to see happen.

Their vision is a safe park with stairs,
ledges, pipes and ramps. These are
structures that are found at local schools
that are so inviting to teens. School officials
are determined to keep boarders away from
these schools, citing that damage to the
property is costly. I believe that the kids of
Methuen deserve a place to skateboard
safely.

History of Skateboarding

Skateboarding started in the early 1950’s
in California. Surfers got the idea of trying
to surf the streets. No one knows who made
the first board; several people came up with
ideas at the same time. These first
skateboarders started with wooden boxes
or boards with rollerskate wheels strapped
to the bottom. Skateboarding was originally
called sidewalk surfing.

Skateboarding is the act of rolling on or
performing tricks. It can be an art, hobby,
sport or method of transportation.

Debbie Quinn is a West End District
City Councilor in Methuen. She is in
her first term and can be reached at
drq270@yahoo.com

Debbie Boda and Tedy Bruschi of the
New England Patriots

Tedy’s Team was formed by the New
England Patriots’ Tedy Bruschi after he
recovered from a stroke he had in February
2005.

He wanted to “give back,” so he joined
up with the American Stroke Association
and formed Tedy’s Team.

The inaugural Tedy’s Team entered the
Boston Marathon in 2006. It is now one of
the Boston Marathon’s “official charities.”
There were 15 people initially who trained,
fundraised, and ran the 26.2 miles for stroke,
raising $85,000 as a team. Debbie Boda of
Methuen was the team’s top fundraiser with
close to $18,000.

Tedy’s Team then ran the Falmouth Road
Race in August, and now, Boda and the rest
of Tedy’s Team are, once again, training to
run the Boston Marathon on April 16th.

“I run in memory of my dad, Carmelo
“Mel” Marino,” Boda said. Marino died of
a massive stroke in 1976 at the young age
of 46. “He was a widower with six children,
so the stroke really devastated my family.I
It left us without any parents.” Boda says
there were six kids between the ages of 11
and 20.

Boda says the goal is to raise $35,000 in
the Boston Marathon. When she runs in
marathons for her dad, Boda also runs in
honor of other local stroke victims who have
passed away. Those names include Lorraine
Cassidy (the widow of this month’s Valley
Patriot of the moth James Cassidy), and their
son who also died of a stroke several years
ago.

“My main goal being involved with
Tedy’s Team is not only to raise the crucially
needed funds for research and development
and patient services, but to educate people
on the risks and warning signs of stroke.
My dad had so many risk factors and so
many warning signs, but we did not know
what they were. They went ignored. If we
had the knowledge, he might be here
today!”
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 Methuen Mayor
Billy Manzi

From the Desk of

Harvard
Study

Unveiled

The Harvard
G r a d u a t e
School of
Design will
unveil the
AMDP Team

Project Presentation on Thursday, February
15, 2007 at 1:00-5:00 The location will be
Harvard Design School, Gund Hall,
Stubbins Room, 48 Quincy Street,
Cambridge, Massachusetts. As you may
recall from an earlier newsletter, advanced
students from the Harvard School of Design
have been working on a Methuen
revitalization project and their findings will
be revealed at this event. This work has
been done at no charge to the City. We are
looking forward to some new ideas that are
outside the traditional way of thinking about
revitalization, in particular with regards to
our downtown. We will post as much as we
can on our web site.

Merrimack Valley
Planning Commission

The Merrimack Valley Planning
Commission has agreed to do a study
regarding the feasibility of bringing rail
service to Methuen. While the possibility
of rail reintroduction is complex and difficult
it is worthy of consideration and work. I
believe that the Harvard Study referenced
above will touch on the desirability of
bringing rail service to Methuen.
Congratulations to former Methuen Mayor
Dennis DiZoglio, who was recently named
the Executive Director of the Planning
Commission. Verizon FIOS Update I
continue to get many inquiries on the status
of Verizon’s application to bring its fiber-
optic FIOS system to Methuen. We are
moving forward with the paperwork
requirements that go along with such an
application, and will keep you updated on
the progress. I believe that we will be

successful in negotiating an agreement with
Verizon. We will work to get that agreement
completed as quickly as possible.

Malden Mills Bankruptcy

As you probably know Malden Mills has
filed for bankruptcy protection in advance
of a sale of the Company. I have spoken to
senior executives at Malden and have taken
steps to protect the debt owed by Malden
to Methuen. Methuen immediately filed to
protect its claim at the bankruptcy level in
Delaware and petitioned the Court to move
the case back to Massachusetts. That
motion was granted, and the Court in
Massachusetts has granted Methuen
secured creditor status. It is our goal to do
what we can to help Malden Mills stay in
business while at the same time protecting
the money owed to Methuen.

Economic Development

 Methuen continues to have great
success in promoting economic
development. We have brought in F.W.
Webb, Southern New Hampshire Bank,
Target at the Loop, Enterprise Bank, and a
brand new CVS. There will be additional
announcements of some outstanding
economic development in future
newsletters.

McDonalds Fundraiser

 A word of thanks to McDonalds owner
Peter Napoli, who re-opened the McDonalds
on Pelham Street and donated a percentage
of the weekends opening to Methuen’s
Arlington Neighborhood and Methuen’s
Adult Learning program. Both programs
provide vital services to our City, and we
are grateful for the generosity of the Napoli
family.

Please see our ad on Page 10

Hi, I’m Steve Buco
I’m a member of
Team Zingales

360 Merrimack Street, Bldg #5 Lawrence

Visit Remax Prestige at our NEW Location

papacy, and it will always be the foundation
stone upon which rests the entire doctrinal
system of our holy Catholic Church.

The position “sedevacantism” simply
means that out of good conscience, we view
the Chair of Peter as if it were temporarily
vacant. We do not declare anyone to be or
not to be Pope. However, due to the present
circumstances of open heresy and
modernism being taught throughout the
world from “Catholic” clergymen and
institutions — without any correction but
rather acceptance,
even by the
hierarchy in the
Vatican — we see
no other option
whereby we can
remain true to our
Catholic Faith as
handed down by all
the Popes and
Councils through
the centuries. The
last forty years in
the Catholic Church have seen the rise of
Modernism (which is condemned by the
Catholic Church - see encyclical of Pope
St. Pius X) and all forms of abuses and
heresies growing and destroying the souls
of the faithful. As Catholics, we can not
accept and believe things contrary to the
Catholic Faith and the teachings of Jesus
Christ. This Catholic conviction (i.e., one
cannot obey when it is an obvious matter
of sin, of which heresy is the greatest!) thus
leads us into the position we currently hold.

We are all very concerned and only hope
and pray for the restoration of the true
Catholic Church, the Faith of our Fathers
which we do in fact believe will be through
the Pope, maybe not today, but in fact, one
day in God’s own time it will. Church history
and approved Doctors and theologians of
the Catholic Church have shown us and
taught that this can and indeed did happen
in the past, not in such a universal manner,
but it indeed happened.

As sincere and conscientious followers
of Jesus Christ, simply trying to be devout
and faithful Catholics, we ask you
respectfully to hold back any judgment from
these deceiving labels and negative epithets
that are being flung at us, For instance, we
are NOT schismatic, as some would lightly
claim. This is not a small accusation, and
we are definitely not in that category. A
schismatic is one who denies the authority
of the papacy and of the Pope, and we, on
the contrary, are firmly united with the
teachings of the Church, and Her visible
authority, as handed down by all the popes

Bill Manzi is the mayor of
Methuen  and is in his first two
year term. You can email him at

wmmanzi@ci.methuen.ma.us.

Dominican Brotherhood
Responds to Archdiocese

Continued From Page 9

Consentino’s Shoe
Store & Repair
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to 85 Swan St. Methuen
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(Between Jackson & Prospect St.) Phone: (978) 689-9598

from St. Peter to the end of time. When
modernism and heresy are taught and
practiced from the very heart of Rome,
however, we must take an approved
theological position until the confusion is
rectified. Again, we believe in all the Church
has taught for two thousand years.

Regarding The Second Vatican Council,
even their own clergy and laity cannot tell
us if this council was binding on conscience
or not: was it doctrinal or pastoral? They
cannot even answer themselves without

confusion and
dysfunction. There
has been a multitude
of bad fruits over
the last forty years
since Vatican II as a
result of the
confusing and
d e s t r u c t i v e
changes.

There will always
be people who will
cast aspersions on

others in order to justify themselves and
veil the truth. These destructive changes
are very apparent — one only needs to look
about to see that the lines at the
confessionals are gone, pews are empty,
religious orders are dying, reverence toward
and belief in the Blessed Sacrament has
greatly diminished. Many other Catholic
doctrines are not being professed,
teachings are gone. Even among the clergy,
doctrine has been pushed by the wayside
and replaced with humanism and other
modernist ideas and the list could go on
and on.

The Willing Shepherds of Jesus Christ is
simply a community of third order
Dominicans devoted to preserving the
Catholic faith and practices. We are
members of an ever growing contingent of
traditional minded Catholics throughout the
world who have taken a similar position
within the Church today. We wish to remain
free from any influence of modernism, or
departure from the traditional teachings of
the Church. The recent attacks of our
integrity as Roman Catholics are unfounded
and misguided. We ardently desire to be
instruments of true peace and unity in
Christ’s One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic
Church, and we pray that we all can come
together and move forward with the
guidance of Jesus Christ and his Holy
Mother, Mary.

In Jesus, Mary & Joseph,

The Willing Shepherds of Jesus Christ
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Old Cell Phones Wanted
Do you have old cell phones that you no

longer use?

If you have answered yes to both questions, the Meth-
uen Senior center is collecting cell phones that can
be programmed for 911 use for senior citizens.

Is it in good working condition?

Call (978) 794-3296 for more details.
Or just drop off your phone at the

Methuen Senior Center, 77 Lowell St.

insurance. It does not itemize defects or
reflect potential problems in the home.

A home inspection report is not a
warranty. Because a home inspection is a
visual examination of the home and
operating systems, it is not technically
exhaustive. There is no assurance,
expressed or implied, that equipment will
not break down at some future date.
However, such protection is available when
a home inspection is complemented by a
home warranty. When the services are used
in conjunction with one another, a home
warranty covers the items that were
serviceable at the time of the inspection and
subsequently fail due to normal wear and
tear.

A home inspection does not detect every
conceivable flaw.  It is an inspection of those
areas and items that can be seen. Home
inspectors cannot see through foundation,
floors or walls, and cannot inspect areas or
items that are inaccessible and generally do
not move furniture.

WHEN TO ARRANGE A HOME
INSPECTION

As soon as you become serious about
the purchase of a home, you should
consider a professional inspection. When
you come to a decision to purchase a
particular house, have a protective clause
written into the purchase agreement which
provides you with the right to have a home
inspection company conduct a complete
general home inspection.

**BE THERE**

It is important that you, as the home buyer,
be present during the two to three hour
inspection. By accompanying the inspector
you will gain additional insight.

See first hand the condition of each key
component throughout the house and
property so you will have a better
understanding of your house and of the
inspection report. Dispel concerns about
findings which, on paper, may seem
distressing but in fact may be superficial.
For example, the inspector might explain that
an alarming noise coming from an appliance
can be quieted by some lubricant; that an
unsightly column needs only a coat of paint,
or that the problem that caused a water spot
has previously been corrected.

Learn about the operation of your new
home-how the heating system works, how
to control pilot lights, how to turn on various
appliances and components, where shutoffs
are to save time and avoid frustration. The
inspector can point out maintenance needs
and procedures and explain how and when
to check items needing periodic monitoring.

Have all of your questions and concerns
addressed immediately as they arise.

CHOOSING A HOME INSPECTOR

When selecting a home inspection
company, make sure they follow The
American Society of Home Inspectors
(ASHI) standards of practice which state:
The inspection and report are opinions only,
based upon visual observation of existing
conditions only at the time of the inspection.

IN CLOSING...

The home inspection benefits all parties
involved in the real estate transaction.

Methuen

Home inspections are an essential
component for real estate transactions for
millions of buyers and sellers. Whether you
are shopping for a previously-owned house
or a brand new house, an inspection
provides insight to the condition of the
home you are buying. If you are putting
your house on the market, an inspection
helps hasten the sale and can generate a
higher price. In essence, a home inspection
is a visual examination of a house and
property. When performed by a qualified
professional, it includes:

* A thorough visual inspection of the
structure (inside and out,
from foundation to roof)

* An examination of all major systems
* An objective evaluation of the

 condition of more than 400 items
* A printed report covering all findings

and identifying potential concerns

WHO NEEDS A HOME INSPECTION?

You do if you are shopping for a home. A
home inspection can help you avoid costly
and unpleasant mistakes and provide peace
of mind. It will help you identify the house
that is right for you, and alert you to
potential concerns prior to closing the deal.
It also provides an opportunity to teach you
about your new home and its operating
systems.

You do if you want to sell your house. A
pre-marketing home inspection provides the
seller with an objective evaluation of the
home’s condition before the house is put
on the market. Consequently, you are
provided with guidance in preparing your
house for maximum sales appeal. A home
inspection not only encourages a faster sale
and a better price, it also helps ensure
compliance with disclosure requirements
and minimizes hassles.

You do if you are a homeowner. Even if
you do not intend to sell your home, a
thorough inspection of your house and
property every four to five years can yield
significant returns. First and foremost, a
professional inspector can identify
conditions that may be present or may lead
to safety hazards for family members.
Furthermore, periodic inspections can help
detect potential problems early, before they
become severe and costly.

WHAT A HOME INSPECTION IS...

A home inspection is a thorough visual
examination of the condition of the home
and property. The process usually takes two
to three hours, during which time the house
is examined from the ground up. The
inspection includes observation and, when
appropriate, operation of the plumbing,
heating, air conditioning, electrical, and
appliance systems, as well as structural
components: roof, attic, foundation,
basement, exterior and interior walls,
chimney, doors, and windows.

When conducted by a professional, a
home inspection covers about 1,000 check-
points in approximately 400 items around
the home. Findings should be provided to
you in the form of a comprehensive report
together with a recommended action. It is
vital that such a report includes an objective
evaluation of the condition of the home,
clearly relating existing defects and
indicating potential problems.

WHAT A HOME INSPECTION
IS NOT...

A home inspection is not an appraisal,
and vice versa. An appraisal is the formal
process of estimating a property’s value as
it relates to a mortgage loan or mortgage

The Home Inspection Process
Joe Zingales

Crime scene investigating, efficient
housekeeping, and improv acting are just a
few of the non-credit personal enrichment
classes offered through Northern Essex
Community College at its Methuen satellite
locations.

Most classes will be held at the Timony
Grammar School, 45 Pleasant View Street,
Methuen, The Acting Improv class will be
held at the Methuen Central Public School
Administration Building, 10 Ditson Place in
Methuen.

If you ever wanted to use CSI equipment,
develop latent (invisible) fingerprints, make
a tire or footprint casting, or work with a
laser trajectory or ballistic recovery systems
then crime scene investigation lab/
workshop is the place to start.

This course is taught by NECC criminal
justice professor Terry Kalil who has 20
years of experience with law enforcement
and CSI techniques. It will be offered
Wednesdays from 6 to 9 p.m. Feb. 28 through
March 7 at the. The cost is $60 plus a $40
materials fee.

Efficient Housecleaning 101 – Time
Saving and Back Saving Methods of a Clean
and Clear Existence teaches hands on
methods for the best way to structure a
housekeeping schedule, how to clean each
room efficiently, and how to use your body
and mind wisely and competently. This
course is for anyone who believes a clean
house creates a clear mind, or would like an
open schedule with more time or a healthier
immune system.

The one-day course, taught by Diana
Noble, certified yoga instructor, lifestyle
coach and wellness practitioner and former

housecleaning business owner, will meet
March 10 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the. The
cost is $30.

Improv Acting, taught by Dave Rattigan,
a professional comedian, is designed for
individuals who want to be more
spontaneous, whether they have taken
acting classes before or not. It will meet
Mondays from 6 to 8:30 p.m. from April 9 to
June 18. There will not be a class on May
28. The cost is $250.

Other new classes include, Bridge 101,
Felting 101, Chinese Conversation-Level
Two, and Fluid Yoga.

For a complete list of all non-credit
personal enrichment classes and their
locations visit the website at http://
www.necc.mass.edu/noncredit/wfdce/
methuen.php

Methuen residents and town employees
receive a 20 percent discount off the tuition
for each class. For additional information or
to register, call Mary Shattuck at 978-659-
1208 or Vanessa Pepin at 978-659-1209.

With campuses in Haverhill and
Lawrence and extension sites in Andover,
Methuen, and North Andover, Northern
Essex Community College is a state-
assisted college, offering over 70 associate
degree and certificate programs as well as
hundreds of non credit courses designed
for personal enrichment and career
growth. Close to 13,000 students ranging
from recent high school graduates to
workers employed locally attend classes
days, evenings, and weekends. Northern
Essex is the only state college located in
the lower Merrimack Valley Region of
Massachusetts.

NECC Offers Personal
Enrichment Classes in Methuen

Joe Zingales is from Remax
Prestige (see ad on page 10) You
can email Joe Zingalez at
Zingo959@comcast.net .
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Chief Solomon Defends Program: From Page 1Chief Solomon Defends Program: From Page 1

to the “Safe Haven” facility Solomon
established.

 “The Eagle~Tribune ran a front page
story to make it look like there was
misspending with the Weed & Seed money
we get from the Department of Justice. Any
conferences we went on for Weed & Seed
may not have been mandatory, but it is
highly effective to go and network with
other law enforcers because you get to
collaborate with people from other states.
The people who live in our neighborhoods
in Methuen are having the same problems
as other cities around the country. What’s
plaguing us here in New England is also
plaguing people in Texas and California and

Arizona. You can learn a lot from some of
the things they did or some of the mistakes
they made. Networking is very important.”

Solomon said he contacted The Valley
Patriot because the Eagle~Tribune was
“painting a picture of inappropriate
spending of federal dollars, inferring that

Methuen

and computer labs was from networking with
other municipalities at these conferences.
But, of course, they are all painted as
junkets.”

Chief Solomon says that each day the
center serves between 70-100 children.

Solomon also pointed to the dramatic
drop in crime in the Arlington neighborhood.

“The CBDG grant we spent in the
Arlington neighborhood mainly went
towards revitalizing the neighborhood. We
went one street at a time. Once you start
doing one street and move to the next street,
you see neighborhoods starting to clean
up more. It is kind of the reverse of the
broken windows theory. If you look at the
Arlington neighborhood now and compare
it to ten years ago, it is remarkably different.”

“The success cannot be overlooked in
Methuen’s Weed & Seed program. Anyone
can find some small expense in any
government program and nit pick as to
whether it was appropriate, but I know this:
you don’t find prostitutes and drugs and
gang members in the Arlington
neighborhood now. Fifteen years ago you

had to send a two-man cruiser and a one-
man cruiser for every call. You had to send
three cruisers to protect the fire trucks and
ambulances when they were responding to
emergency calls. Today you can go there at
night and not be in fear of being attacked. I
think the quality of life has increased a
thousand percent for the people who live
there. Not only did we try to attack criminal
problems in that area, but we tackled the
social aspect of having citizens work with
police to change the environment of a
criminal neighborhood.”

“We’ve been able to provide overtime for
cops to be on specific patrols. We started
with citizen patrols. We initiated a summer
walking program with two cops, two cadets
and two residents. We literally walked the
entire neighborhood in a group with the
neighbors. It made them feel good that we

an abuse of taxpayers’ money was taking
place,” something that Solomon said was
blatantly false.”

“If they want to say we did something
illegal, they should come up with some
evidence,” Solomon said. “There is nothing
wrong with going to conferences that are
highly recommended by the Department of
Justice.”

Asked if the grant money for Weed &
Seed has been misspent in any way,
Solomon bristled and defended the
program, saying that “all the bad publicity
created by the Eagle~Tribune” was “casting
a bad light on an exceptional program.”

He continued, “The majority of Weed &
Seed money is going directly into the
neighborhood. It went to fund the Safe
Haven program. The Safe Haven is located
at One Broadway just across the Lawrence
line in Methuen. It is a facility run by Linda
Soucy and it is an after school facility
equipped with computers to help the
children do their homework after school.”

 “Through the Weed & Seed grant we
were able to open the Safe Haven program
at One Broadway at the old water pumping
station where we established a safe place
for neighborhood kids. We got the idea
from Miami where we learned that when they
established little centers to keep kids off
the streets - instead of hanging out with
gang bangers - they actually saw results in
the neighborhoods.”

“The people we talked to in Miami
established a computer learning lab. We
copied that idea here and it has been very
successful for the kids. This is so valuable.
The way we originally found out how
valuable it was to have a homework center

$5 OFF ANY Shoes, Boots, Sneakers & Sandals with this ad - $2 OFF ANY REPAIR SERVICE WITH THIS AD

Consentino’s Shoe Store & RepairConsentino’s Shoe Store & Repair

OPEN:
Monday - Saturday

9AM - 5PM
Friday: 9AM - 6PM

NOTE: We’ve Moved from Jackson St. in Lawrence to 85 Swan St., Methuen, MA 01844
Between Jackson St. & Prospect St. - Phone: (978) 689-9598

Brand Name Shoes,
Boots, Sneakers and

Sandals at Best Prices

Shoes From
$15 & Up!
Shoes From
$15 & Up!

Shoe Repair Service, Orthopedic,
Wedges, Build-ups, Longitudinal Pads
30 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE!30 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE!30 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE!30 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE!30 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE!

Guillermo Rivera of Methuen
doing his homework at the Safe
Haven located at 1 Broadway

Yessica Gonzalez and Rachel Foster of Methuen take a stab at their math
homework. Behind them are computers loaded with learning software to help
kids understand their classroom material and put together science projects.
Both the center and the computers were ideas that Chief Solomon picked up at
a conference in Miami and implemented in Methuen to help local childen in the
Arlington Neighbrhood.

Continued on Page 30

“I personally feel this is a racial attack being launched
against me by the Eagle~Tribune. Every time they
run a picture of me, they use an old picture with a
moustache and goatee because I am an Arab
American. I have received so much pressure on the
goatee thing, I finally shaved it off. They have been
after me since 9/11 personally because I am an
Arab American police chief and I’m not going to be
silent on this any longer.”

Methuen Police Chief Joe Solomon reacting to the Eagle~Tribune’s
constant attacks on  him and the Methuen Police Department

had a relationship with the neighborhood
people. We got that idea at a conference,
too,” the chief added. “Once you give
people an opportunity to help you make
their neighborhood better, they become
your eyes and ears. They trust the police
more and are more willing to help us in
criminal investigations. I can tell you I am a
totally different police officer today because
of Weed & Seed than I was ten years ago. I
think it has changed the whole nature of
policing.”

Chief Solomon said he took exception to
what he said was an unfair attack on him
and the police department by the
Eagle~Tribune.

“They not only made it look as though
we were doing something wrong, but they
didn’t even have their facts right,” the chief
charged. “For one thing,” he added, “they
made it look as if we each received $300 per
day in meal expenses. There is no way we
spent $300 per day each; we spent about
$50 per day each. There were not six people
on the trips; there were four. And as for cab
rides, it was a lot less expensive than renting

a car. I think we were very frugal in the way
we spent that money, we even took
subways for the majority of the time we were
in L.A. and people kept telling us we were
crazy. We submitted all the receipts from
that trip, but, of course, the Tribune doesn’t
want to print that.”

“You have to remember,” he added, “in
major cities Like L.A., D.C. or New York, a
hamburger and french fries in a restaurant
cost, like, ten bucks. It isn’t like the prices
around here. There were no lavish expenses
on these trips, believe me.”

Asked why the Eagle~Tribune would
purposely lead their readers to think he and
others in the department misappropriated
federal dollars, Chief Solomon said he
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Methuen City Council, At-Large, Methuen
Youth Corps Founder

Methuen News
Kathleen Corey Rahme

Remember Who We Are

My Goals and Priorities

As a student of government and
constitutional law, and as an American, I
fully appreciate the Bill of Rights and
especially the First Amendment. Free
speech is a cherished attribute of American
society. It defines our nation. Recently, I
have had cause to visit how free speech
can be taken to a level that was probably
not the intention of our founding fathers
and the framers.

Since the beginning of time, human nature
has displayed the need for someone or
something to vilify.
Throughout history,
various groups have met
the criterion deserving of
hatred. It seems as
though various groups
have taken their turn as
the group to be hated or
discriminated against.
The Irish, Russians,
Cubans, and Iranians have
all had their turn in recent history.

People like the Japanese, who attacked
Pearl Harbor in 1941 and set off America’s
involvement in WWII, were targeted in the
Pacific Theater as well as in this country.
Japanese Americans were interned in camps
to protect us from future attacks and it was
all in the name of national security. Some of
those Japanese who were interned were
people who were of the third generation in
this country. They suffered the loss of their
homes and businesses. Some even suffered
death when we attempted to make our land
and people feel safer. But, we were at war
after all, and it was for the greater good.

A little known fact and often under
celebrated is the 442nd Regiment during
WWII. They were made up of Americans of
Japanese decent and it was the most
decorated regiment during WWII. They
fought in Europe and their valor was
extraordinary. They received the Presidential
Unit Citation and numerous medals for their
service.

Of course the Germans were also vilified
because of WWII. I enjoyed watching
several black and white combat movies as a
youngster. Many of our military veterans
of WWII were of German descent. I
remember hearing from one veteran who was
guarding German POW’s. They were
allowed to attend a church service and while
they were reciting the Lord’s Prayer, this
American who knew the prayer in German,
also recited it with the Germans. All who
witnessed it were amazed. Yet, parishioners
of his own church in Lawrence opted to
rename their church by removing the word
“German” from its name.

I grew up during the Cold War and I have
many recollections of fearing the Russians.
I remember during my first week as a student
in Halifax, Nova Scotia being afraid because
there was Russia container ship in the
harbor. During the Cold War in this country
anything Russian was suspect. They were
not Cold War warriors. They were sailors.

Now, since September 11, our citizenry is
on constant alert. Our country has taken on
a new villain. Unfortunately, the terrorists
were of Middle Eastern descent and happen
to have been Muslim. Many people who
have a Middle Eastern heritage and have
accents have been under great scrutiny
since the attacks of 9-11. I remember being

with a friend of mine at a local pizzeria on
September 11 ordering lunch. A patron
entered the shop and asked the man behind
the counter who had an Armenian accent
where he was from. The man answered
appropriately that he was an American.

The city of Methuen is home to people of
many ethnicities. There are people from all
over the world. We are living in a microcosm
of the United States and we are a melting
pot. There is a large group of Muslims from
Turkey residing here in Methuen. They are

great contributors not only
to our city but to this
country. They have many
businesses and
p r o f e s s i o n a l
establishments here.
They are hard working.
They have families who
have chosen to relocate
here and become
American. They are faith-

filled.

There is an ever increasing trend in the
media, in print as well as on the television
and radio, to make remarks about people
from the Middle East. References about
being in the mosque and plotting attacks
are very common. This population has
taken on the role of arch villain shared by
other ethnic groups in the past.

Comments have been made to and about
Congressman Keith Ellison, D-MN about
his loyalty to this country. He is an American
who happens to practice Islam. Presidential
hopeful, Barack Obama’s own Muslim roots
have been under scrutiny and deemed as a
negative by some. Do we forget the very
roots by which this country was founded
and the desire for religious freedoms and
freedom from persecution?

There is a movement in this country to
consider anyone who is from the region to
be suspect. Why do we need to do this?
Sure the participants of the attacks and mass
murder of 9-11 were Middle Easterners and
Muslim, but not all Middle Easterners and
Muslims are terrorists. Some children were
asked the question in school that if an attack
was made to the USA and it was determined
to have been committed by a Middle
Easterner in this country, should we intern
people of Middle Eastern descent? An
overwhelming majority of students agreed
that it would be a good thing. What does
this mentality accomplish? Fear provokes
many things.

We cannot allow history to repeat itself.
If we do not remember what we did to the
Japanese Americans during WWII, we just
might make the same mistakes now. If we
choose to vilify and subjugate members of
certain ethnic groups and allow fear to
create false security by treating groups
harshly, we stand to lose. We will sacrifice
our own humanity and everything we hold
to be near and dear. We should not use free
speech to take away the freedom of others.
If we do, we will erode the very fabric of this
beautiful country and chip away the great
freedoms that this country enjoys.

Since taking the oath of office
in January to represent you at
the State House, I have had the
unique opportunity to meet
with many highly respected
lawmakers on Beacon Hill.
Members of the House and
Senate as well as the Governor
have been down to greet the
freshman legislators on many occasions.
Their warm welcome and words of wisdom
have been extrodinarily helpful to me.  Our
delegation from the Merrimack Valley and
the North East Caucus has reached out to
include me in discussing all of the issues
that are specific to our region and the City
of Methuen.  My legislative aide,
Christopher Dwelley, has also received a
great deal of assistance from the staffs of
my fellow legislators.

This opportunity passes quickly for a
freshman so I have been at the State House
virtually every day.  We just received our
committee assignments and the greetings
and introductions will slow as we delve into
the nitty gritty of researching and drafting
legislation.  I am told that my committee
assignments are excellent, given my
freshman status: – Revenue;
Telecommunications; Utilities and Energy;
and Veteran and Federal Affairs.  Regardless
of their status - I am very grateful - because
all these committees deal with concerns and
issues that are front and center now for all
of us.

Regarding our Methuen Community, I am
focusing on immediate priorities, including:

—  Working with the North East Caucus
to refocus efforts to secure state flood relief

monies for Methuen and
surrounding communities.
Mayor Manzi has listed this as
a pressing concern.

—  Working with state School
Building Authorities to ensure
that Methuen is where we need
to be right now in regards to

our high school’s renovation and
expansion.

—  Meeting with our Mayor, his staff, my
colleagues in the legislature, and all Methuen
entities  that have line items in the state
budget to ensure that I can effectively
advocate for our priorities in coming weeks.

I have cosponsored a great deal of
legislation on a wide range of issues
pertaining to health care, education, seniors,
veterans, our environment, and more.  It
would not be possible to list them here but
I hope that you will contact me and my
legislative aide, Christopher Dwelley, at any
time regarding the questions you have and
concerns you wish to express.

For the foreseeable future, I can be
reached in Room 437, the temporary location
for freshman legislators awaiting
assignment of office space.  My legislative
aide, Christopher Dwelley, and I may be
reached by calling (617) 722-2425. My email
at the State House is: Linda.Dean-
Campbell@MassMail.State.MA.US and
Chris Dwelley’s email address is:

Christopher.Dwelley@MassMail.State.MA.US.
You are always welcome to contact me at
my residence by phone (978-989-0722) or
email: campbellmethuen@comcast.net.

Methuen State Rep. Linda Dean Campbell

Kathleen Corey Rahme is the former
Central District Councilor in Methuen
and was elected as a city councilor “at
large” last year. She is also the founder
of the Methuen Youth Corps and hosts
“Call to Serve.” You can email her at
kcoreyrahme @comcast.net

Since the beginning of
time, human nature has
displayed the need for
someone or something
to vilify. Throughout
history, various groups
have met the criterion
deserving of hatred.
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John Lenotte, American Legion

John Lenotte, the American Legion District
8/Essex County Commander, Post 4 Haverhill
Adjutant.  You can Email him at
JohnLDistrict8@verizon.net

The Armed Forces Emergency Services Committee of the
American Red Cross of Merrimack Valley has formed a new
program to help the family members and loved ones of armed
forces personnel. The program is called the Military Family
Support Group and will offer a place for families to come
together and meet with people who are dealing or have
dealt with similar experiences and emotions.

The support group will meet on the second Thursday of
each month at the Veterans Northeast Outreach Center,
located at 10 Reed Street in Haverhill. The first meeting is
scheduled for Thursday, February 8th, 7:00 to 8:30 p.m.

Ed Mitchell, chairman of the committee and director of
veteran’s services in North Andover, says that committee
members, many of whom are combat veterans, know
firsthand the struggles that families face and will be there
to assist family members trying to cope with a deployed
love one. Being able to talk with an understanding military
“friend” or other military family in the same situation should
help them address their concerns and reduce their anxieties.

Chairman Mitchell, at a meeting on February 2nd,
presented a preliminary brochure about the new program
to the committee. The brochure should be finalized shortly
and then it will be distributed throughout the Merrimack
Valley to various community and religious groups, as well
as to local towns and cities. The committee also hopes that
communities will place the information on their Web sites.

Robert O’Koniewski
The Law Office of

181 Canal Street, Suite 310
Lawrence

(978) 688-0029

Attorney at Law

At the meeting, Chairman Mitchell presented a certificate
of appreciation to Robert Castacone, a WW II Navy veteran
of Salem, N.H., for five years of service to the committee.
Additional certificates of appreciation were presented to
Enrico Casaletto, an Air Force veteran, also of Salem, N.H.,
and Francisco Urena of Lawrence, for joining the committee.
Urena, a Marine and Iraq War veteran, is slated to become
the new director of veteran’s services in Lawrence.

In other news, First Sergeant Roderick Johnson of the 4th

Marine Logistics Group, currently at Ft. Devens, offered
his unit’s services to provide full military honors at the
funerals of area veterans.

John Doherty, director of veteran’s services in Andover,
talked about the new “stolen valor law” signed by President
Bush on December 20th. This legislation provides for felony
charges against those who present themselves as recipients
of military medals or awards that are not deserved.

For further information about the Military Family Support
Group, you can reach the Armed Forces Emergency Services
Committee at 978-372-6871. Additional information is
available at the Veterans Northeast Outreach Center at 978-
372-3626, or e-mail at vetreach@northeastveterans.org.
Also, the Outreach Center is open Monday through Friday
from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m., with office hours from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.,
and provides a variety of veterans services.

No matter how we feel about
the current conflict in Iraq, we
must continue to support the
troops. And this can happen in
many different ways. We
certainly have the numbers in
the daily news of the over 3,000
American troops who have died
in our defense. These troops are
worthy of our utmost respect as

they have made the ultimate sacrifice. But what about their
families? And specifically their children, if any. They seem
to be some of the forgotten in this tragedy. I know that the
American Legion has a Legacy Scholarship Fund for the
children of those who have given their lives in this conflict.
I am sure there are private funds that have also been started
for them.

Another figure that gets reported but seems to be buried
in the news is the number of wounded troops. A Time Maga-
zine report from January 18, 2007 quotes 22,700 wounded
in action. Of this number 5% (1,135) are unable to return to
action. A smaller number, 500, of these troops are amputees.
In past wars they would not have survived. But with the
current body armor, quick transportation and medical ad-
vances, they are able to get excellent care at institutions
like Walter Reed Army Medical Center. This is another group
that needs our help and support. They need help with hous-
ing and employment issues along with their physical rehab-
ilitation. Here again, organizations such as the American
Legion and Heroes to Hometown are taking up the cause.

Then there are the troops with no physical wounds but
have psychological scars that will last a lifetime. It took
quite some time for the government to recognize what we
now call Post Traumatic Stress Disorder or PTSD. Some of
these troops, as with others from previous wars, will have
issues for years to come. Fortunately, the Veterans
Administration and the military have recognized this and
are doing a much better job than in previous wars. But they
need continued support from a family and social
perspective. Particularly as we continue to send troops
back for second and third tours of duty in war zones.

But there is another group that seems to also get
forgotten. That is the families who are left behind. Yes, it is
much better today with current technology that allows
phone calls, phone cards, instant messaging, video cams
and DVDs. Yet it still tears at the hearts of wives, husbands,
children, parents, grandparents, extended family and
friends. The military has set up family support networks
that are extremely helpful. And we have the American Legion
that has set up a Family Support Network. Some examples
of assistance have ranged from a pregnant wife with a small
child at home who needed the driveway plowed, to a wife
who was being harassed by creditors.

Other organizations like Operation Troop Support, New
England Caring for Our Military, Inc., and Mass. Local
Heroes are also very involved and a have a great presence
and support network. And let us not forget the local
veterans’ agents who are doing a stellar job in working
with veterans and their families.

But what are we as individuals doing to support the
troops? We cannot let our personal politics get in the way
of providing for the troops and their families. I think for the
most part that we have learned our lessons from the Vietnam
War in how are troops should be treated when they come
home. But are we contributing time and/or money to any of
these support groups? And we must let our politicians at
the local, state and federal levels know that we want our
troops supported. Whether it is support through the veter-
ans’ agents, veterans organizations, state veterans benefits,
or full and mandatory funding for the Veterans Admi-
nistration. We need to let our elected officials at every level
know that they cannot let the veterans down. Let our voices
be heard loud and strong. Election Day is not the only day
or the only way to be heard. Write, call or send emails.
Without the vigilance of all of us, unfortunately, this support
will not happen except for a few dedicated souls. Please,
provide whatever support you are able to give to our troops.
Remember, their obligation from when they enlisted is to
defend our way of living.

February AFESC meeting participants - Back row (left to right): Robert Castricone, 1st Sgt. Roderick
Johnson, John Ratka, Ed Mitchell (Chairman), Enrico Casaletto, and Ed Curran; Front row: Walter Hedlund,
Francisco Urena, Debbie Duxbury (Red Cross), John Doherty, Jack Carroll, and Michael Ingham
Merrimack Valley Red Cross Establishes

Military Family Support Group
Ted Tripp

The Merrimack Valley Housing Partnership is pleased to announce
that we are offering the Project Genesis Home Buyer

Training Seminars in Lowell in Spanish.

The classes will be held at 10 Kirk St., Lowell. The next series
 will begin on the morning of February 10 from 9:00am to 12:30pm.  Participants

must attend all sessions to receive a certificate of completion.

Please call the office at 978-459-8490 to register

Topics include
Overview of the Home Buying Process

Bank Mortgage Guidelines
Legal Aspects

Home Inspections
Down Payment Assistance Program

Information on Credit


