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D.J. Deeb is an adjunct Professor of
History and Government at Bunker Hill
Community College and Northern Essex
Community College. He teaches Social
Studies full-time at Reading Memorial High
School.  He is an elected member of the
Dracut School Committee and Greater
Lowell Regional Vocational-Technical School
Committee.

Senior
Moments

with Jim Cassidy

Seniors & Vets

Grandpa’s Aquarium

Jim is Vice-Commander of American Legion
Post #219. He served as a combat infantryman
in WWII, fighting in France and Germany with
the 70th Infantry Division. Jim Cassidy was
awarded the Bronze Star for his service. You
can email him with questions or comments at:
Cassperryst@aol.com

It’s The Season for
Giving Thanks

John Lenotte Commander, American Legion

John Lenotte is the American Legion
Commander, District 8/Essex County and
Adjutant, Post 4, Haverhill

Late at night, as I gaze out the front
window, with the snow softly falling and
the holiday lights starting to appear on the
surrounding houses, my thoughts often
drift back to former times when we were
much younger and Christmas was — and
still is — a special and magical time for
youngsters. My brother Billy and I grew up
in Worcester, at the top of a high hill in what
we called “the Big House”.

Seen through our six- and eight-year-old
eyes, it was a big magical place, filled with
grandpa’s great inventions and gimmicks!
It actually was the typical three-decker
house of it’s day, overlooking Holy Cross
College and situated in the midst of
everything we needed — schools, church,
shops and a textile company offering work.

My mom and dad, along with Billy and
myself, lived on the first floor, with Grandpa,
Nana and assorted uncles, aunts and
cousins occupying the second and third
floors and one small cottage in the rear. The
property also had a large two-story barn to
store Grandpa’s treasures, and various
sheds for “other stuff”. The barn was of
course the focal point for all family and

friend’s activities in the neighborhood.
Grandpa worked twelve hours a day in the
foundry (along with his five sons) as a
molderer near the blast furnace, but still had
time to become a self-made scientist and
artisan working in astronomy, photography
and wood-working.

Christmas Eve was special at the Big
House. We boys were shooed off early to
bed and told to go to sleep. Then the magical
creations took place as we boys burrowed
deeper under the covers trying to ignore all
of the whispered activities outside our
bedroom door.

The traditional 14-foot blue spruce
Christmas tree, bundled and stored on the
large wrap-around porch, was brought in
and decorated along with the entire house.
Gaily wrapped presents and toys were
brought out from secret hiding places and
the Lionel electric train was set up ready to
be running at dawn! But always — the
greatest, grandest and most stunning sight
on Christmas morning was ... GRANDPA’S
AQUARIUM!

In the sun room, so named due to it’s
many windows, sat the focal point of the
house, a 250 gallon glass aquarium. One of
grandpa’s many building feats, the huge
octagonal-shaped tank had a concrete
centerpiece created as a four-faced gargoyle,
with four gaping mouths allowing fish to
swim freely through the statue. Grandpa’s

plumbing allowed a fountain of fresh water
to enter and come out from the gargoyle’s
heads and to eventually drain out through
doors to water the grass and flowers. The
bottom of the tank contained sand and
hundreds of beach shells and rocks of
various colors and hues. A movable lighting
system was attached to the sides.

Overlooking the sun room was a large and
beautiful colored talking parrot, named of
course Polly, who resided in a gilded cage
in the corner of the room. Polly had the habit
of announcing late visitors to the house,
especially Uncle Fred who lived upstairs.
As Fred staggered home after another
weekend party, Polly would screech “Hello
Fred, Hello Fred,” thus confirming to all his
exact late arrival.

Every year just before Christmas all of
the shells and rocks from the aquarium were
removed, laboriously scrubbed and cleaned
of all algae and scum by grandpa and left
shining and bright to be returned to the tank
along with the few remaining fish from the
previous year. After Billy and I were sent to
bed, a mysterious special tank truck
delivered and deposited over 150 new
sparkling and lively gold fish into the pool,
circling in a sea of frenzied color. What a
sight to behold on Christmas morning as
two little sleepy boys woke up in the Big
House, staring in utter disbelief at this
glorious sight!

The Big House has now been silenced
and I am the last survivor of that beautiful
and extended loving family who tried to
preserve the special spirit and meaning of
Christmas for their two little boys. Gone
from the Earth is brother Billy, all fish in the
famous aquarium, even Polly the talking
parrot who has flown into the sky, possibly
looking for the whereabouts of Uncle Fred.
The hour is drawing late, but as I continue
to gaze out at the falling snow through
slightly misty eyes, I smile and think of those
wonderful days at the Big House — where
the beautiful gold fish continue to swim and
Polly the talking parrot calls out for Fred
and all of our loved ones, “Til we meet again,
‘Til we meet again.”

God Bless them and Merry Christmas to
all.

Our holiday season really
starts with Thanksgiving
and goes through
Christmas (or Hanukah) and
New Year’s. A time to
reconnect with old friends
and relatives that perhaps
we have not stayed in touch
with over the last year. We
are all busy with work,
retirement, school, family, social
organizations or whatever it might be that
occupies our time. And maybe we don’t feel
like we have a lot to be thankful for. But
most of us really do. For whatever state of
medical or financial health we are in, there is
someone in worse shape.

The recent explosion in Danvers is one
that comes to mind. Thankfully, no one was
injured. And I have a good story to tell about
this incident. The Sunday before
Thanksgiving, our District 8/Essex County
Legion raffle was held. The grand prize, all
the fixings for a turkey dinner, was won by
one of the Legion Department (State) Vice
Commanders, Bill Barbour of Auburn. Bill
called me after the explosion news and told
me to donate the dinner to one of the
families.

I contacted the Danvers Legion Post 180
adjutant Bruce Eaton. He tracked down a
member who lives in the affected area,
Robert Kujawa. Bob Kujawa is an ROTC
instructor at Lawrence High School. His
home had some damage but is livable. My
wife, Elaine, and I met Bob and his daughter
along with Bruce Eaton and Larry McBeth
of the Danvers Post, and Tony Heath of the
Hamilton Post. We gave them the dinner
and tossed along the fixings for a second
dinner. Bob and his family prepared a meal
for some of their neighbors who were not
as fortunate and had lost their homes. We
were glad to be able to do a small something
for our neighbors in Danvers.

There are many such
stories in our own cities and
towns in the Merrimack
Valley of neighbors in need.
Let’s do what we can to help
them this season. And let us
not forget our troops that are
serving our country. Send
them cards, packages and/or
emails. Remember them in

your prayers. Whether or not we agree with
the current situation, they are there for us.
They are serving OUR country to defend
our freedoms. There are many ways to
connect with them, including
www.troopsupportusa.com, a local group
out of Danvers. They can also be reached
at 978-774-5983. Another troop support
group is in Wilmington, Mass., Local
Heroes (www.mass-localheroes.org). They
have sent over 2,000 packages out to troops
overseas. New England Caring for our
Military, Inc. (www.necfom.com) is a
Methuen group that has sent over 4,000
packages. General information can be found
at www.americasupportsyou.com. The
Northeast Outreach Center in Haverhill
serves local veterans who are in need of
shelter as well as counseling.

Remember the axiom: it is much better to
give than receive. This may be hard to
swallow given the times we live in. But it
still holds true. Let us help our fellow
brothers and sisters who are in need at this
time of year. And it may not be material items.
A call, a letter, an email … sometimes just
listening to those who are not feeling so
great at this time of year. It is, after all, better
to give than receive. And when we give, we
receive a different reward. Bless all this
holiday season.

taxes on personal income, free trade,
privatization of federal entitlement
programs, a noninterventionist foreign
policy, and a decentralization of the
economy.  Dr. Friedman’s principle argument
was that the unhindered free market system
would create wealth and prosperity for the
greatest number of people.  Former President
Ronald Reagan (“The Great”) was greatly
influenced by Dr. Friedman’s work while in
office.

Milton Friedman will forever be
remembered for his thoughtful and priceless
contributions in the fields of economics and
politics. He paved the way for many

Milton Friedman: From Page 21

Global Warming
Prof. Stikit Too-us adds, “And then there

is the problem of the forest products
industry. As increased CO2 levels create
taller and more disease-resistant trees in
ever-shorter periods of time, the lumber and
paper industry could see a huge upheaval.
Many of the struggling mom and pop
logging operations would most likely
disappear as the world’s timber needs are
met on only a fraction of the land now being
utilized. Where would these people go?
How would they support their families?
What about the children?”

At the more regional level, Professor
Alarmist and other experts from the Union
of Confused Scientists have been studying
the gorgeous weather we have had this fall.
The mild weather with its sunny days have
extended the growing season and kept
many flowers in bloom well past the usual
fall frost date. Even though the data is still
under study, Prof.

Alarmist believes this unusual weather
will eventually be traced back to human-
induced global warming. He further warns

that this trend could continue for the next
ten years or more until the government
eventually solves the problem. “I am very
concerned about the masses of people who
were looking forward to, and planning on, a
cold, rainy fall with an early frost,” he
laments.

Although winter is not yet upon us,
scientists at the IPCC and MIC-KEY are
already gathering data to determine the kind
of weather we will have. Initial measurements
of temperature, humidity, moss on trees and
the girth of the wooly caterpillar indicate
that global warming will give us a cold winter
with lots of snow. On the other hand,
measurements of cloud cover, wind speed,
moisture and the number of rings on a
raccoon’s tail indicate that global warming
will give us a warm and dry winter with little
snow.

Stay tuned as the world’s most respected
scientists continue to examine the data on
how global warming will affect your heating
bill and the cost of plowing your driveway
this winter.

Hi, I’m Steve Buco
I’m a member of Team

Zingales
Please see our ad on Page 23

232 Pleasant Street, Methuen

economists and political scientists in the
laissez-faire school of thought.

Thank you, Dr. Friedman, for always
having the courage to stand up for your
convictions and for what you believed was
right, even when your ideas were unpopular
with the mainstream.  Rest In Peace,
Professor.
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There was one crisis he mentioned,
however, that is worth considering. The
Cuban Missile Crisis of 1962 was resolved
by several factors, forces, and human
personalities; there is not sufficient space
to analyze all of them here. It is important to
recall, however, that United States UN
Ambassador Adlai Stevenson’s
confrontation with Soviet Ambassador
Valerian Zorin was one of the pivotal
moments in that frightening and
nervewracking thirteen days. Stevenson’s
dramatic exposure of Soviet duplicity before
the entire Secrity Council was a serious
morale blow to Khrushchev’s regime and
helped a great deal in forcing the Russians
to withdraw their missiles from San Cristobal
without a Third World War. Perhaps they
would have backed down anyway, but the
fact is that the United Nations served a
crucial forum for the great powers to resolve
their differences peacefully.

As the Cuban Missile Crisis is often
referred to as the closest the planet ever
came to nuclear annhilation, this episode
shows that, in reality, the United Nations
saved the world. We, therefore, owe that
maligned organization along the East River
a profound debt of gratitude. Rather than
calling to knock down this noble institution
as Mr. Deeb would suggest, we would do
better to work to help it succeed in its
worthy goals.

All nations must do this because, as
President Kennedy observed after the
Missile Crisis of 1962, “in the final analysis,
our most basic common link, is that we all
inhabit this small planet, we all breathe the
same air, we all cherish our children’s
futures, and we are all mortal.”

Jeffrey R. Ryan, Ph.D. is a teacher at the
Department of History at Reading Memorial
High School. He is also a faculty advisor
for Amnesty International, faculty advisor,
Young Democrats, Massachusetts Teacher
of the Year 2003, One of 100 Best Irish
Americans of 2004, Irish America Magazine,
Chair, Peace and Justice Committee,
Episcopal Diocese of Massachusetts,
Steering Committee, Massachusetts
Coalition to Save Darfur.

civilization up until that time. Most of the
old dynastic empires lay in ruins, having
been laid waste by slaughter, economic
devastation and popular revolution.

After that so-called Great War, Woodrow
Wilson, an avowed anti-socialist, proposed
the League of Nations as an institution that
would prevent another catastrophe similar
to the disaster of 1914. Obviously, the
League failed, but the Allies who crushed
the fascists and Nazis agreed that further
attempts must be made to prevent another
world war, one that could conceivably exter-
minate this noble experiment called hu-
manity. Mr. Deeb mentions Alger Hiss as
the key operator behind the UN’s creation.
While he was indeed the convener of the
first UN conference at San Francisco in the
spring of 1945, his role in the actual plan-
ning of the organization was minimal at best.

His subsequent trial for perjury after he
denied the spurious spy charges of
Whittaker Chambers was a mockery of
justice; Hiss has been exonerated of
wrongdoing by any historian of merit. After
the opening of the long-secret Soviet
archives after the fall of communism, not
one iota of evidence was ever uncovered
to corroborate the charges against Hiss.

To this day, all of the so-called evidence
against him traces back to the delusional
hysteric Whittaker Chambers. Ann Coulter
stills proclaims Hiss to be guilty, but my
colleague Mr. Deeb is much too intelligent
and perspicacious to fall for her amateurish
drivel and sub-standard scholarship.

Mr. Deeb correctly points to several
world crises in which the UN failed to stop
in the past six decades. The United Nations
is far from perfect. What Mr. Deeb does
not mention, however, is the indisputable
fact that it has been effective in preventing
a major world war between and among the
superpowers since its founding in 1945. He
lists an array of proxy wars in the former
colonial world that erupted in spite of the
United Nations. He is certainly correct that
the anti-imperialist revolutions in such
places as Vietnam were not stopped by the
collective security model.

Classified

With this wanton disregard for the
constitution and the voters, why should we
listen to Torrisi when he says North
Andover needs a new form of government?
Perhaps he should look back on his own
legislative body and come up with some
ideas that would make it more democratic
and responsive to the people. Don’t hold
your breath, however.

Another advocate of a new government
for the town is Selectman Mark Caggiano.
Again, Caggiano is no friend of the taxpayer.
He has consistently supported Proposition
2 ½ Overrides and favored the disastrous
“unbalanced budget” earlier this year with
its proposed $1.5 million trash tax. Once
more: Is this a person the taxpayers should
listen to about changing our government?

Selectman Tom Licciardello also seems to
be in agreement. You remember Tom. He was
the candidate who was for the $7.3 million
tax override before he was against it.

Ted Tripp is an International
Consultant in high-tech
manufacturing methods. He has
BS and MS degrees in Chemical
Engineering from MIT. You can
reach him at tripp@gis.net.

Changing N. Andover’s Charter
 From Page 5

25 Logan St,
Unit #2
Lawrence

Garden Style 3 room
(1 bedroom) Condo

 working fireplace, coin
operated laundry,
range, dishwasher,
disposal, refrigerator,
alarm, low taxes, pet
friendly, LOVELY
Charming Blue Victorian,
low condo fee, gas, heat, $109,900

Call Pat for an Appointment (978) 688-8488
or Judy (978) 815-7335 or email methueneast@aol.com

CONDO FOR SALE!
Why Rent When You Can Own?

JOB POSTING!

Duties: Oversees the City’s policies and programs to create
and preserve both market and affordable housing. Employee
is responsible for managing employees and work flow to
achieve specific goals in activities related to several housing
program’s in the City. Performs all other related work as
required.  QUALIFICATIONS:  A master’s degree in Urban
Planning, Public Administration, or Public Policy and at least
three years of planning experience preferred.  Familiarity
with HUD programs, policies, and regulations, particularly
housing programs.  Superior oral and written communication
skills.  Bilingual English/Spanish skills strongly preferred.

CITY OF LAWRENCE

Housing Manager

Applications are available in the Personnel Office of the
Lawrence City Hall, 200 Common Street, Room 302, Lawrence,
MA 01840  Detailed job postings are available in the Personnel

Office or on our website at www.cityoflawrence.com
An Equal Opportunity Employer

Frank Bonet, Personnel Director

Deadline: Until Filled

$60,000-$70,000 per year

Description: Beautiful gold bracelet from
Lebanon, circa 1372, made of 8 gold coins,
24k/18k. Also, a solid gold charm from Egypt in
the shape of King Tut’s head.

Price: $3,000.00 - Name: Patricia -
Phone Number: 978-835-2625

E-MAIL: patsquilts@aol.com

*FOR SALE*
CHARM BRACELET

Another View of History
From Page 21

Support the Troops
Support the Mission

Victory in Iraq and Afghanistan
Keeps America Safe!

To date I have met no one who voted
against the trash tax in July who is in favor
of a new form of government. Most of our
citizens think that the open town meeting
government is just fine. Here they get a
chance to attend and cast a vote on an issue
important to the town. With a mayor in
charge, they would not get the same
opportunity to be heard.

So, if a petition comes around asking you
to open the town charter to consider a new
form of government, just remember the
people who are behind this effort before
you sign your name.
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Hi, I’m
Andrea Delahunty
I’m a member of
Team Zingales

Please see our ad on Page 23

Classified

CITY OF
LAWRENCE
Planning Department

Open Board Positions

WCAP RADIO 980 AM

WCAP, Massachusetts’ Most Powerful
AM Radio Station North of Boston!

Our New Daily Lineup!
Monday - Friday

 (5-6am) America in the Morning

(6-9am) George Anthis

(9-10am) Dr. Dean Edell

(10-Noon)
Jerry Springer

(Noon-3pm)
Dr. Joy Brown

(3-6pm)
Afternoon LIVE! W/ Regina & Friends

Saturdays

Paying Attention! with
Tom Duggan (Noon-2pm)

Saturday Morning LIVE! with Warren Shaw
(6-10am)

AND....

I've Moved!I've Moved!I've Moved!I've Moved!I've Moved!

232 Pleasant Street, Methuen

Helping you care for yours, the way
we care for ours...

New England
Psychological Consultants

45 Merrimack St., 5th Fl., Ste. 502

Lowell, MA 01853

Phone: 978-452-7038
Call for Rates

Pediatric, Adult and Geriatric
Neuropsychological and

Psychological Assessment

...WHEN YOU NEED A HELPING HAND

Everybody hurts sometimes ...Everybody hurts sometimes ...Everybody hurts sometimes ...Everybody hurts sometimes ...Everybody hurts sometimes ...
Understanding your own, yourUnderstanding your own, yourUnderstanding your own, yourUnderstanding your own, yourUnderstanding your own, your
child's, loved one's, or elderly's needschild's, loved one's, or elderly's needschild's, loved one's, or elderly's needschild's, loved one's, or elderly's needschild's, loved one's, or elderly's needs
can often be confusing.can often be confusing.can often be confusing.can often be confusing.can often be confusing.

It's okay to reach out for help.It's okay to reach out for help.It's okay to reach out for help.It's okay to reach out for help.It's okay to reach out for help.
We're here to help you through theseWe're here to help you through theseWe're here to help you through theseWe're here to help you through theseWe're here to help you through these

Dr. GuzmanDr. GuzmanDr. GuzmanDr. GuzmanDr. Guzman

BOBOBOBOBOAAAAAT FORT FORT FORT FORT FOR
SALESALESALESALESALE

2004, 18 ft.
Horizon Four Winns
Only 6 hours of Boating

Only $17,500

Please Call:  (978) 557-5413

See Boat at Pirate
Cove,  Methuen

Planning Board - One Member Position
Zoning Board of Appeals

 - Two Associate Member Positions -
Conservation Commission

- Three Member Positions -
Lawrence Redevelopment Authority

 - One Position -

Michael R. Sweeney
Planning Director

Planning Department
147 Haverhill Street

Lawrence, MA 01840

Applications may be picked up at the Planning Department
- 147 Haverhill Street, Lawrence, Ma

All applications should be returned no later than Wednesday
December 20th, 2006 to



Leading orthopaedic specialists such as Essex

Orthopaedics are scheduling day surgery at the

Andover Surgery Center for the convenience of

their patients. The mission of Andover Surgery

Center is to help physicians deliver quality care to

their patients in a timely manner – in a caring,

comfortable setting. The Andover Surgery Center

sets the standard in surgical day care.

Essex Orthopaedics has over twenty years experience in orthopaedic procedures such as

surgery of the hand and upper extremity, sports medicine, knee arthroscopy, total joint

replacement and fracture care. Their office is located at 140 Haverhill Street in Andover. 

Call 978-470-0707 for more information.

Andover Surgery Center, LP
Doctors Park • 138 Haverhill Street, Andover
978-475-2880 • www.andoversurgerycenter.com

Fully accredited by the AAAHC and certified by Medicare, the Andover Surgery Center has contracts with all major medical insurance providers.

Operating close to home...

Let us make
your day easier

Essex Orthopaedics, Inc.
Left to right: Crawford Campbell, M.D.,

Thomas Hoerner, M.D., Eric Arvidson, M.D.

and Tahsin Ergin, M.D.


